
      2020 SOUTHWESTERN ASSOCIATION AWARDS 
 
 

 

DEADLINE for award nominee submissions: ALL entries must be postmarked by MARCH 1, 2020 or in the 
hands of a Southwestern Firefighter of the Year committee member by that date. 

Awards shall be presented at the Annual Convention in West Valley, Cattaraugus County on  
Friday, August 7, 2020 

The Southwestern Association invites you to submit nominees for the following awards: 
FIREFIGHTER OF THE YEAR (incident specific);    EMS PROVIDER OF THE YEAR (incident specific) 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARDS (1-10. 11-20, 21-30, 31-40, 40-49, 50+); JUNIOR FIREFIGHTER/EXPLORER 
OF THE YEAR (Tenure) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specific Requirements for Awards 

“FIREFIGHTER OF THE YEAR AWARD” &  “EMS PROVIDER OF THE YEAR AWARD” 

There are various types of outstanding activities for which any Volunteer Firefighter or Volunteer Emergency provider 
can be considered for these awards BUT ALL MUST BE INCIDENT SPECIFIC. 
It could be in any of the following ways: 

1.) Saving a life, while answering a fire or EMS call. 

2.) Saving a life, at any time not in conjunction with answering a fire or EMS call. 

3.) Aiding another firefighter/EMS provider while they are performing their duties. 

4.) Note-More than one name may be submitted in a single nomination letter, if for the same emergency. Primary 

nominee(s) must be member(s) of your fire company. 

 
“OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARD” 

Any Volunteer Firefighter who has promoted or has rendered a great deal of assistance to the Volunteer Fire 
Service in any of the ways listed below.    Awards are generally categorized as: 1 – 10 years, 11 – 20 years, 21 – 30 
years, 31 – 40 years, 41 – 49 years and 50 plus years but a Service award for Outstanding Service may be awarded to 
any Non Firefighter or Organization at the discretion of the Committee .This award is for a body of work but nominees 
must be eligible for their particular award during the period of eligibility.  *Note- Each Individual nominated must be 
submitted in a separate letter, not a combined letter nominating several individuals for several awards (The 
letters can be in the same envelope). 

 
1.) Legislative activity. 

2.) Public relations between their Fire Company/Department and the community. 

3.) Outstanding service as a member of a Volunteer Fire Company. 

4.) Outstanding service in the area of Fire Prevention. 

5.) NOTE: If a nominee wins in a category, they cannot be resubmitted in that category. (Service Awards only) 

 
“JUNIOR FIREFIGHTER OR EXPLORER OF THE YEAR AWARD” 

Nominate a Junior Firefighter or Explorer who has gone above and beyond in their duties. 
 

*Note:  Contact the General Chairman, Co-Chairman, County Vice-Chairman or any Committee Member to 
seek assistance with preparing your information. 

Over 

 
 DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS: MARCH 1ST, 2020 

*Note: The following rules will be strictly adhered to for ALL nominations and failure to follow will result in the 
nominee being disqualified: 
 

1.) All nomination letters must be submitted on Fire Company/Department stationery if available. Dates of service 

must be included for Service Awards category. 

2.) The nomination letter must include a resolution and the Fire Company/Dept. meeting date, when it was approved. 

3.) All letters must be signed by both, the Secretary and the President or Chief Officer. 

4.) Fire Company/Department must be a member of the Association and their dues must be current. 

5.) ALL NOMINIEES MUST BE ELIGIBLE FOR THEIR PARTICULAR AWARD DURING THE ELIGABILTY 

PERIOD: JANUARY 1, 2019 TO DECEMBER 31, 2019. 

 



2020 FIREFIGHTER OF THE YEAR COMMITTEE 
 
 
GENERAL CHAIRMAN: Bill Kozak Jr. (716-353-0486)     LIAISON: Joe Borden (716-790-1730) 
PO Box 193 Farmersville, NY 14060       355 Linwood Drive, Cuba NY 14727 
(wkojak@aol.com)         (jborden@portvilletruck.com) 
     
 

ALLEGANY COUNTY 
VICE CHAIRMAN: Terry Richardson (585-808-9533) 

7720 Rt. 417 - Apt. 2; Bolivar, NY  14715 
(pepsi1949@yahoo.com) 

 
Chad McCaslin                        Don Winchell 
(585-808-7622)                       (585-307-5864) 
5081 State Route 244, Belmont, NY 14813                                       4671 County Rt. 16 Angelica, NY 14709 
                                                                                                           (bozoball@yahoo.com) 
 
 
Duane Gowdy                       Brian Hemphill     
(716-397-1509)           (585-268-5495) Home (585-610-8201) Cell 
PO Box 331, Bolivar, New York 14715         8887 Rte. 417, Lot 12, Little Genesee, NY 14754 
             (Bolff64_2004@yahoo.com)   
    
 

CATTARAUGUS COUNTY 
VICE CHAIRMAN: Contact Committee Chairman or any member below 

            
Kenneth Eastman                                                                               Larry Nagel 
(716-353-1484)                                                                                  (716-942-3270) Home (716-353-0383) Cell 
59 Delevan Ave Delevan NY, 14046                   Route 240; West Valley, NY  14171 
(keastman2012@gmail.com)        (lindab@yahoo.com) 
    
 
Barb Parish                                                                                        Terri Howard 
(716-560-7304) cell (716-942-3017)home                                         (585-307-5638) 
(brpar@hotmail.com)                                                                         (HowardTerrie@yahoo.com) 
 
 

CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY 
VICE CHAIRMAN: Alan Akin (716-664-0655) 

PO Box 1, Chautauqua, NY 14722 
(aakin@ciweb.org) 

 
Noel M. Guttman 
(716-753-6487) home 
6057 Portage Rd., Mayville NY 14757 
(nmg1348@gmail.com) 

 
ERIE COUNTY 

VICE CHAIRMAN: Jim Lepard 
5086 Broadway St; Depew, NY 14043 

(jimL5857@outlook.com) 
  
Kim Heath                       Phil Mohn 
(716-864-4547)                        (716-864-4151)    
                        PO Box 25, Marilla NY, 14102  
                                                            (pmohn@walescenterfire.com)              
 
Dave Emerling                                                                     
(716-380-3754)                                                                   
10655 Emerling Rd. 
Springville, NY 14141 
 
 


