Sailing the open seas, 

horrible storms, 

divine encouragement, 


and shipwrecks!  

Aww, 


sounds like my last international vacation, 



but no shipwrecks.  

So it may not be a surprise to some of you 


when in Seminary, 



I chose chapter 27, 


out of the 28 chapters in Acts, 



to write my term paper on.  

In those 17 pages, 


I focused in on whether or not 



this telling of the journey is historically accurate.  

For there are some scholars who had quibbles 


with the historicity of Acts.  

Since it is a 'we' passage, 


it is assumed that Luke was on this journey.  



So things should line up.  

A few of the places in Acts 27


 that ivory tower bound scholars had issues with, 



were the distance traveled in 14 days, 



which way a Noreaster blows, 



Paul's knowledge of sailing, 



and the location of the shipwreck.  

All of these with further research and technology 


have been proven accurate.

The distance of 600 miles


 with no sail 



seems a little far fetched under standard sailing conditions.  

However, 


this was a typhoon 


or hurricane like wind.  

Researchers have placed models of ancient ships 


in the waters of the Mediterranean 



during a typhoon.  

Guess how far they traveled in 14 days?  


600 miles.  

Under typical conditions, 


fractions less.

A Noreaster wind today


 blows toward the North east, 


as it originates in the Carolinas 



and works its way towards Boston and Nova Scotia.  

This wind was pushing them to the west and South.  


So Luke is obviously wrong, 



or we have changed the way we describe winds.  

Archeologists have now found writings 


that describe wind patterns 



by the direction they start from, 




rather than where they are heading.

Paul is a Jew.  


From Genesis on, 



the sea is a problem 



and is left to the Egyptian and Syrians. 

Scripture speaks of the Sea as an embodiment of chaos.  


So who is Paul 



to be telling a captain what to do? 

While 99% of Jerusalem had never sailed, 


Paul, 



prior to this trip 


already has at least 3,000 miles 



on his frequent sailer account 




from trips documented in Acts alone.  

2 Corinthians 11:25, 


written before this trip to Rome, 



records that Paul has been shipwrecked 3 times 



and spent a day and night in the open sea.  

So when Paul gives his 2 cents, 


they are a salty sea laden 2 cents.  



He might as well have an eye patch, 



peg leg, 



and a colorful parrot repeating his last words.  

Scholars then counter, 


well he said they would lose life in verse 10 


and in verse 44, 



all 276 people make it to shore safely.  

This of course leaves out context.  


Verse 10 was spoken from experience, 


verse 44 is because the divine vision of verse 23.  

Standard experience 

and God's interaction 


are different standards from which to speak.

The shipwreck was the most exciting thing I discovered in my research.  


Next chapter, 



we have confirmation that this land 




is the island of Malta, 



where there is a place called St. Paul's Bay today.  

However, 


when scholars got picky, 



they couldn't find a reef 



or fresh water source 




at the same place as Luke describes 





that meet the context clues in the passage. 


Some locations had some 



but not all.  

Then someone factored in changes over time.  


Accounting for the accumaltion of sand 


and other effects of erosion and geographical change over 1900 years, 



they looked at Malta differently. 


Removing sand from a bay that was close, 



it suddenly met the description of depths. 

Doing sonar detection to depths described, 


but not that current depth, 



suddenly revealed 4 Roman anchors 




buried meters beneath the sea floor.  

So Luke is accurate in all his historical writing?  


The next question for scholars, 



why this detailed description of this one sailing trip?  

This is the 4th shipwreck for Paul, 


the first recorded in Acts.  


There have been other exciting riots, 



escapes, 



etc.  

Why this detail of this storm?

N.T. Wright breaks many scholars warnings 


about reading too much into what Luke is doing in this narrative.  

When I wrote my paper, 


I was reserved in doing so.  

By the end of the class, 


I was not as much.  

At the end of 27 weeks preaching on Acts, 


I am not at all reserved.  

Acts was written to help the church understand 


how the death, and resurrection of Jesus 



changes the lives of the followers of Jesus 



with the coming of the Holy Spirit.  

Here, 


we continue a story 



that parallel's Jesus' death and resurrection, 



but with a different conclusion.

We again have a man who was falsely accused by the Sanhedrin, 


underwent questionable legal proceedings, 


and was ruled on by a Herod 



to face death. 

The sea is not as certain as crucifixion, 


but as our story today plays out, 



death showed up 



and was checking out the scene.  

Jesus suffered on the wooden  cross, 

Paul on a wooden ship 


which was helped by a anchor.  



The anchor is one of the first symbols of the Christian movement.

This trial on the ship 


builds much like the crucifixion.  



Painful at first, 



building to excruciating 




and being ready to give up one's spirit.  

At that moment, 


Jesus cries, 



“Father, 




into your hands I commit my Spirit .”





in Luke 23:46.  

For Paul, 


when “we finally gave up all hope of being saved.” 



An angel of the Lord visits him 




and reminds him of God's plan.  


“You will stand before Caesar!”  

What was thought to contain Paul, 


can not hold him, 



he passes through the water 




and finds himself amongst the living again.

This storm, 

sea, 

and shipwreck process 


should cause a few echoes to go off in our head.  

There is the story of Noah 


riding out the worst flood ever, 


finding new life 



and new creation on the other side.  

Moses walking through the Red Sea 


and finding salvation.  

There is the story of Jonah, 


with all of the motivations reversed.  



Paul is walking toward the trip 




instead of running away.  


But both eventually speak to the King 



and bring repentance.  

John the Baptist 


calling people to undergo the act of baptism 



as part of their repentance 



and preparing for new life. 

These stories,


tell of all creation 



being saved and redeemed, 


the Jews 



being saved and freed from slavery, 


and the Gentiles being saved through repentance.  

This has been what the story of Acts has been about.  


The saving of God's people!

This saving action is highlighted in numerous ways in this text.  


There is of course, 



the two places where salvation itself is discussed.  


The first, 



in verse 20 




when not just Paul 



but the whole ship 




gives up being saved 





because they had not seen a star 





or the sun for some days.  



The way they navigate 




and get their bearings has disappeared.  



They are lost. 



They need saved. 


The second time, 



in verse 31, 




when Paul says the ship's crew and passengers 





must stay together, 




otherwise no one be saved.  

In order to do so, 


the source of possible salvation outside of God 



is cut loose, 




the lifeboat.  

The route to salvation 


is further described in the context of the trials.  

They were in Fairhavens, 


while logistically not such a fair haven, 



they tried to secure their fate 




by moving to a safer place 




and that is what got them in trouble.  


Trusting man made things, 



rather than God.  

As they traveled, 


they had to let go of their possessions 



and realize what was important.  


Possessions 


or living and breathing? 

 The anchors at a certain point 


had to be cut 


and trust God's leading.  

All of these parts are sermons in and of themselves.  

Salvation is possible through Jesus Christ alone.  


Nothing man can do 



can bring you safely through the chaos of death and sin.

At the same time, 


we see the other reality.  

That there is nothing that death and chaos can do 


to overcome God's plan.  

Just as in Jesus' passion, 


the powers of men 


and sin 



and death 


are allowed to do all they could 



to overcome God 




and his plan of salvation.  

As Paul gave his warning in Fairhavens 


and was ignored, 

as the power of wealth 


and the bonus sum of getting grain there 



in the dangerous sailing season loomed larger.  


At that point, 



we see that chaos takes over, 




battering and countering every move for safety.  



Not letting them make it to Pheonix, 



Cauda did not provide protection, 



total darkness was over the land 




with neither sun nor stars, 



looming shores of Syrtis, 



being unable to eat, 



approaching shore in the dark, 



and not recognizing the land at all 




add up to a perilous situation.

Anyone who was sold the idea 


that faith in Christ 



eliminates their worries or problems 




has not read the New Testament, 



especially Paul 



or the book of Acts.  
Paul's path is 


“through the cross, 


through the sea, 



to salvation.”  

This is highlighted when Paul writes in Galatians 2, 


“I have been crucified with the Messiah, 



nevertheless, 


I live; 



yet not I,




 but the Messiah who lives in me.”  

When we undergo this process of death and resurrection, 


we find life available beyond what we can imagine.  

Paul survives his 4th shipwreck 


in order to stand before the emperor, 

to tell him 

and others 


about the true King, 



the one who doesn't have to risk people's lives 




to feed his citizens like the emperor.  


But the one who laid down his own life, 



so that we might live into the life we were meant for.  




One where fear does not hold us hostage.  

Instead,


 an overwhelming sense of call 


and purpose 



to serve Jesus 


and bring in his kingdom 



allows us to face any manifestation of chaos that the world throws our way.  

Let us live into our true calling!
