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THE PLYMOUTH VETERAN
JOURNAL OF THE FEDERATION OF PLYMOUTH AND
DISTRICT EX-SERVICES ASSOCIATIONS

Welcome to the fifty third edition of the Journal.
The journal is not only for the officers of Associations but also Association members
so we ask you to give it as wide a distribution as possible to members and anyone
else you think might be interested.
Richard Walker Editor
richardwalker123@sky.com Telephone 01752 407411
Basil Downing Waite Chairman bazval@btinternet.com telephone 01752 771983
This is the last Journal I shall be writing as Editor as I am giving up my position of
Vice Chairman of the Federation from Next month. I started the Journal in
September 2012 to report on the activities of the Federation and Veterans in the
Plymouth area and hope I have succeeded. The Federation seems to have gone
from strength to strength during this period under the leadership of our Chairman
and Committee which has been very satisfying for me as I feel I have got something
right. Our chairman Basil will be taking over as Editor of the Journal and I wish him
all the best. I shall continue to be the Delegate for the RFA Association so will still be
involved with the Federation.

DIARY OF EVENTS FOR 2017
The Federation Events Dairy 2017 If you know the details of any event you are
planning then please let me know so that it can be included in this document which
many people found very informative last year. Here are next month’s events for your
information.
Confirmed events will be shown in BOLD. Events awaiting information will be shown
in normal type and Completed events are shown in ITALICS

MARCH
Thur 9

1900. Devonport Naval Heritage Centre. Maritime HeritageTalk (Spring
Programme
Captain Andrew Welch RN- “The Shetland Bus ;a World War II
clandestine operation”.

Mon 13

1000. Commonwealth Day Flag Raising at the Guildhall Flag Pole
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1100. Commemoration Service for the late Petr Ogorelkov a Russian
sailor buried at Ford Park Cemetery. Petr was a stoker serving in the
Russian Ship ASKOLD and he died when the ship was undergoing
repairs in Devonport Dockyard in March 1917.
Information from Rose Southworth, Branch Secretary Torpoint and
District Royal British Legion. Rosesouthworth@btinternet.com
STANDARDS REQUESTED.ASSEMBLE 1030

PAST EVENTS
BURNS SUPPER
Several Associations held a Burns Supper including HMS Ganges who also held a
Valentine Day Social event where all the ladies were given a Valentine Card and
small chocolate heart. This year the addressing of the Haggis included an
accompaniment of a Piper &Drummer from the Royal Marine Volunteer Cadet Corps.

FALL OF SINGAPORE 75TH ANNIVERSARY
This event was a wonderful service in St Andrew Church at 1045 on Wednesday the
15th February which was the date that Singapore fell to the Japanese. It was
attended by Plymouths Lord Mayor Councillor Pauline Murphy, Serving Armed
Forces personal of all ranks and Veterans. The whole event was held in the name of
Far East Prisoners of War Association Plymouth Branch with Lisa from FEPOW,
who’s Grandfather, a former Royal Marine was a Far East Prisoner of War.
Lisa took on the full responsibility of organising the event. We are sure that her
Grandfather would have been proud of her as would those who we gathered to
remember and honour.
Six Standards were paraded representing the Navy, Royal Fleet Auxiliary, the
Merchant Navy, the Army and the Royal Air Force.
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Service personnel and FEPOW members laying candles on the table to remember the fallen each
candle represents five years of the anniversary.

The Standards at the dip during the service
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Some of the participants after the service.

75TH Anniversary of the Fall of Singapore, Church Service
On behalf of the Far East Prisoners of War Families, Plymouth we would like to say
a huge thank you to everyone who either helped, took part or attended the service
on Wednesday 15th February within the Minster Church of St. Andrews.
Our heartfelt thanks go out to our Lord Mayor, Councillor Pauline Murphy who never
fails to bring her warmth to any event she is invited to attend. Our Military Personnel
from the Royal Navy - HMS Drake, Royal Marines - 42Cdo RM - Bickleigh, 29 Army
Cdo - The Citadel, R.A.F from St. Mawgan, R.F.A. from RFA Mounts Bay in
Falmouth, our 2 Buglers and of course the dedicated Standards Bearers and Parade
Marshall who never fail to assist an event.
To our members of the public and our veterans who supported us on this day, we
are grateful to your support. As one of our members said, it was lovely to see a
couple of children. One little boy bringing along a posy to be laid on behalf of his
Great Granddad.
A wonderful, emotional candle procession by our fine service personnel helped to
remember our past. They really did us proud. A DVD was played to show the effects
of what the Fall of Singapore was like, not forgetting the loved ones taken in Hong
Kong, Java and the Pacific Islands. It really was a ripple effect after the bombing of
Pearl Harbour.
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Our last but never least, we could not have held this service without the support from
the Minster Church of St. Andrews office staff and the beautiful commemoration
service delivered by Reverend Lawrence Braschi, who really did make us proud.
Special thanks go out to our photographers on the day. John Allen of
http://www.johnallenpics.co.uk/ and Jay from Jason Sellman Photography.
I close this with having had the pleasure to meet with Rachael Dodd a Herald
reporter who over the last few weeks has bought to the members of the public the
stories of our families and showed a great passion and respect to us all.
Kind Regards
Lisa on Behalf of FEPOW

THE FEDERATION WEBSITE
Here is the web address www.fedexservicesassoc.co.uk. We now have lots of photos
and other information on the website including the Diary of events.

PROJECT EQUINOX
I am sure we have heard of this before and had a presentation on it a couple of
years ago so it is nice to see it is still in the pipeline.

Equinox is an innovative intergenerational scheme that seeks to house RN, RM,
Army RAF veterans and medical students in adjacent wings of a shared residential
building in Millbay, Plymouth. It provides self contained one bedroom flats for
veterans. Alongside the veterans wing, but physically separated there will be
accommodation for medical students from the Peninsula School of Medicine, which
is part of the University of Plymouth. Although the students and veterans will have
their own entirely separate living areas, they will be able to share communal spaces
(gym, garden etc.). Aimed at single, widowed or divorced veterans aged 55 and
over, the project aims to enhance their lives by living amongst kindred spirits, with
common backgrounds and experiences, causing esprit de corps and camaraderie to
flourish. The intergenerational element will promote social inclusion through one to
one ‘buddying’, developing relationships, and enhancing students’ personal and
professional skills.
The Collaboration for the Advancement of Medical Education Research and
Assessment (CAMERA) at Plymouth University have been asked by the project’s
proposed partner housing association to provide some research to support the
business case. Former RN WO1 Tony Gravett MBE has been tasked to seek the
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views of veterans about this project. If you would like further information about
Equinox and would also be willing to conduct a short interview please contact Tony
by email at tony.gravett7@gmail.com or by phone on 07788 527818

I would like to thank our Chairman Basil and Lisa for the write up and some of the
photographs and also the Evening Herald for some on the photographs.

