As we begin chapter 8, 


it can seem like a bit of a let down.  

My inclination is to skip chapters 8 and 9 


and move on to the teaching of chapter 10 and 11, 


just to keep the tempo up.  

We would then skip over all the doing of Jesus 


and just cover the teaching of Jesus 



as we covered the 5 major sermons of the book of Matthew.  

But this was not the intention of the Gospel writer.

Instead, 


as we know, 

the last warning of the Sermon on the Mount 


was the warning of building your house on sand or rock.  

And the difference between sand and rock is 


putting the word of Jesus into practice.  

So it is only logical 


that Jesus puts the words of his into practice as the next thing he does.  

It has also been the pattern of Matthew's gospel and God since the beginning.  


God would say that he was going to do something 



and than did it.  




Creation happened that way, 




the Old Testament follows that pattern, 


In Matthew



the birth of Jesus happened that way, 



and the start of Jesus' ministry has happened that way.  

It is natural for our call as disciples to follow the same pattern.

But as we head into chapter 8, 


we soon discover a small hiccup in the plan of following Jesus.  

Chapters 8 and 9 are filled with miracles.  


We have the first today in the healing of the leper, 


Richard will lead us through the healing of the centurion's servant next week, 


and I will cover Peter's mother when I return.  



Calming the storm, 



healing two demon-possessed men, 



a paralytic walking, 



and a dead girl and sick woman alive and healed, 



followed by restoring the blind and mute wrap up the miracles.  

This rapid fire list of healing at first glance 


might seem like Jesus is out of our league 


and if this is what we are called to do, 



we would prefer to go back to the teachings, 



just skip the warnings of what happens if we do not do them.  


And we may start grumbling about, 



“What was all this talk about not being spectacular 




and instead, 





living out our everyday lives to give God the glory?”  

Leprosy was one of the great plagues of the Israelite society.  


Leviticus stated that any person 



“with such an infectious disease 




must must wear torn clothes, 




let his hair be unkempt, 




cover the lower part of his face 





and cry out, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’  
As long as he has the infection 


he remains unclean,


which means not able to live within the city limits. 

Instead, 


he must live alone; 


he must live outside the camp.”  

Leprosy was a disease that removed you from your society 


and your place of belonging.  


It removed you from your everyday life 



and made it almost impossible for you to be part of even your family




for as long as the disease lasted.  

While it was not necessarily forever, 


it often lasted longer than any of us would care for.  

Now infectious skin diseases are a public health issue.  


So isolation and quarantine are still valuable health care procedures today, 



even with all of our modern advances.  

But they do not do the human soul much good.

As many of you personally know, 


having to leave Skagway 



is one of the biggest issues with any diagnosis that can not be treated here.  

One of the major reasons is that 


it removes you from your community, 


your places of support.  

When I was a chaplain in Vancouver, 


one of our standard questions was, 



“Where are your places of support?” 



and “have you let them know you are here?”  

Having that community connection is part of being fully human, 


being part of a community.  

One of the pieces of wisdom that Betsy shared with me 


after she was out for treatment was, 



“I don't want a letter or card filled with pity, 




I want a letter informing me on what is going on in my community.”  

No matter the situation, 


there is a part of us that is torn up 



from missing out on everyday life with our community.  

One of the first questions I will ask after returning from vacation is, 


“What happened while I was gone?”  

Being part of a community brings wholeness to us, 


brings shalom.  


It is part of what makes peace.

So for our leper friends, 


they have been without peace, 


without shalom 



since they were diagnosed with their skin disease.  

The regulations of having to keep a healthy distance, 


having to start any conversation with “unclean, unclean!” 



leads the conversation in a set direction.  


To go without touch adds onto their burden.

Then comes Jesus, 


after preaching this great sermon, 


laying out this great outline of what it means to be his disciple, 



of blessing the unworthy of society 



and telling us that the poor in spirit, 




those who mourn, 




the meek, 



all have a place in God's Kingdom.  

And then he shows us this merciful act, 


which addresses the brokenness of this man's heart, 


and bring wholeness or shalom to him.  

He brings him back into the Kingdom of God with a few simple acts.

What were those few simple acts?  


While none of currently are healing leprosy by our touch, 



we need to key in on what the man asks of Jesus.  

He kneels before Jesus and says, 


“Lord, 



if you are willing, 




you can make me clean.”  

Now in addressing Jesus as Lord, 


he is acknowledging Jesus' power and standing 



that he has demonstrated 




as speaking not as the teachers of the law, 




but as one who had authority.  

The leprous man asks of Jesus 


what Jesus can provide.  

Our callings as Jesus' disciples,


are not beyond what we can provide.  

AT&T's slogan used to be, 


“Reach out and touch someone.”  

We often forget that we can almost reach out 


and bring life to people by a phone call.  

As our brothers and sisters, 

our fellow Skagwegians find themselves out of town, 


in a whole new community, 


with limited deep connections, 

we have been blessed by God to have at our disposal, 


ways of bringing a healing touch to them.  



We can call them, 



we can write a letter if for some reason we are low on minutes.  
We can restore them to our community, 


only if temporarily, 



by reaching out and touching them like Jesus did.

Our fellowship hall has had thank you card after thank you card 


sent from people who have received the prayer shawls, 


have received the deacons support, 


have received cards from us.  

People are thanking us, 


because like Jesus and the man with leprosy, 


we restored them to their community for a moment.  

We sometimes overlook the power and gift that we have at our possession 


as another card is being sent around our fellowship time.   

The power a short note can have 


to restore someone's sense of community.  

The small gift 


that can bring a person to tears 



who feels isolated and alone.

For me, 


one of the things that made the church a real community for me, 

was in 5th grade, 


I spent a week in the hospital after being diagnosed with diabetes,



feeling isolated.  

I was grasping for things that made me feel normal again.  


So special arrangements were made for me to watch 



“Who Framed Roger Rabbit?” in the hospital.  

But the thing that still sticks with me today, 


is the fact that the church had arranged for a soccer ball 



as a gift for me.  

While the other cards were nice, 


the soccer ball was like Jesus' touch and healing of the leper.  



It said, 




“You will play soccer again.”  




You will be active again.  


Despite the new complications in your life, 



you will be allowed back into the community that you knew before.  

That is the message Jesus is proclaiming in this first act with the leper.  


You are still part of the community of God. 

In restoring the man's skin, 


he is restoring his place within the Jewish community.  

He can once again, 


sleep in his own home, 


be with his wife and children, 


be part of the town councils, 


worship God in the temple and the synagogue.  

He can greet a friend with, 


“Hello” or “Shalom” 


instead of “Unclean, unclean.” 

This is the difference that Jesus made in this man's life, 


because he did what he was able to do.  

While as far as I am aware, 


most of you do not have the power to heal via your touch alone, 



you do have the ability to do all kinds of other things.  




To write letters, 




to visit each other when sick, 




to make phone calls, 





to prepare food, 




to sit down and have a good cry with someone, 




to share that you have walked down a similar road 





and are aware of the pain that they are experiencing.  

All of these things 


are everyday things that we have the power to do.  

The question remains the same as the Leper's questions, 


“If you are willing?”

This opening scene of the leper, 


shows Jesus doing what he proclaimed his disciples should be doing.  



Being beatitude people.  

Not just those who know the words of God, 


but do the words of God.  

They do so, 

and we are to do so, 


by using whatever powers we have.  



That might be our time that we have, 



it might be the talents that we have, 



it might be the gifts that we have.  




These are all things that God has provided us with.  

The question is, 


when someone asks us, 



do we answer like Jesus, “I am willing!”  

As we practice this willingness, 


my prayer is that we eventually don't wait to be asked.  

We remember that illnesses 


or anything else that removes us from our community, 



are things that break down what it means to be part of a community, 



part of the Kingdom.  

Even going to college, 


where you are building a whole new community, 



can be easier 


when the care package comes from your former community, 



saying 




“We are still here 




and you are still a part of us.”  

May we be a community that does that more and more often.
