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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
HACKETTSTOWN, NJ
CHURCH OFFICE: (908) 852-4011
Interim Pastor:
Choir Director/Organist:
Treasurer:
Financial Secretary:
Head Usher:
Church Secretary:
Sexton:

Rev. Brian Merritt
Lorinda Ravo
Al Ravo
Deborah Gulick Shepherd
Kim Newton
Mary Lightfoot
John Mark Wojcicki

2020 SESSION
Class of 2021
Sandy Archer
Jami Lynn Arcilla
Erin Roguso

Class of 2022
Jennifer Aquino
Carl Erickson
Diane Hull

CLASS OF 2023
Dottie Kappers
Mark Slachetka

Clerk of Session: Donna Erickson

2020 BOARD OF DEACONS
Class of 2021
Jen Bramley
Pat Gohlich
Justin Simmons

Class of 2022
Ellen Bergman
Barbara Cors
Chris Roguso

CLASS OF 2023
Gilles Djongang
Jackie Hammel
Lorinda Ravo

2020 HEAVEN SENT NURSERY SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OFFICE: 852-2006
Director: Jen Bujno
Patricia Butts - 2021
Vedanira Fernandez - 2022
- 2023
Connie Quinn - HS Parent

PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following in your prayers:
Gwenn and Louis Bartku
Rachel Becker,
Floyd Smith’s
granddaughter
Jeff Beddow
The Bergman Family
Bodycomb Family
Mary Brodt
Eris Bunnel
Churches throughout the U.S.
Barbara
Courtright
Pam Covert &
her dad Jim
Alisa Dartnell and Family
FPCH
Friends of FPCH
Roger George (father of Gwen
Bartku)
Terry Gretchen
Dorothy Knauer
Maikuu
congregation,
Kibwezi Kenya
Brian and Carol Merritt
Diana Merzoian

Members of the
Armed Forces
Barbara Pace,
niece of the
Prestopines
Shirley Pennington
Holly Pippas
Elizabeth Robitsch
Students in the community
Teachers and Nurses in schools
Mark Tilney
Those struggling with
addictions
Those recovering from COVID
Those recovering from surgery
United States President-Elect
and Vice President-Elect

DATES TO REMEMBER: JAN 2021
01:
03:
06:
10:
17:
19:
20:
24:
26:
31:

New Year’s Day: Church Office closed
Sunday:Worship and Communion - 10:00 AM; live stream
through our Facebook page; Sunday School through
padlet.com
Zoom Advent Bible Study - 7:00 PM
Worship - 10 AM; live stream through our Facebook page;
Sunday School through padlet.com
Worship - 10 AM; live stream through our Facebook page
Sunday School through padlet.com
Session Meeting - 6:30 PM in the Conference Room
Inauguration Day of our 46th President of the United States
Worship - 10 AM; live stream through our Facebook page;
Sunday School through padlet.com
Deacons Meeting - 6:30 PM in the Conference Room
Worship - 10 AM; live stream through our Facebook page

A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR
This Christmas we sat with our friend Matt at the table for
dinner and talked about the year. There was a lot of laughter
and some sadness, but when my wife asked, “What will you
be glad to leave behind in 2020?” there were a lot of good
answers. At the end of this year there are many great things
to be grateful to leave as history. I will give you my list.
Things I will not miss leaving behind:
1. The Coronavirus
2. An empty sanctuary
3. Quarantines
4. Leading singing in worship
5. Running the camera and presiding over worship
6. Limited travel
7. Presidential politics
8. Zoom
Being the positive person, Carol then asked, “What are you
looking forward to in 2021?” I think because of COVID fatigue
we had fewer answers to this question. Yet, when we started
rolling, the answers came out. Here are some of mine.
1. Vaccines
2. Working on my poetry project on the Psalms.
3. Looking into professional development.
4. Getting to know myself better with help.
5. Seeing my wife and daughter more.
I know that it has been a hard year. We will be glad to see it
go away but remember that we are a people of hope. So, let
us not only look to what we want to be our history. Let us
look forward to how we will make our worlds more human
and filled with love.
Happy New Year! Here is hoping that 2021 is
filled with promise and life, abundant life.
Brian

DECEMBER 2021 FINANCIAL $NAPSHOT
BY: AL RAVO

The Expenses Paid and Income amounts below do not include the
funds transferred from the Endowment to meet the church operating
expenses.
November
Year to
Date
Income
$ 9,841.87
$147,226.60
Expenses Paid
$16,937.35
$176,453.34
Net Operating Income/
Deficit
($7,095.48)
($29,230.74)
Amount Needed from
Endowment
$
0.00
$
0.00
The majority of the $7,095.48 deficit in November was caused by:

1.The unexpected expense to drain the oil
tank after water got into it, $1,215.00.
2.The quarterly insurance premiums were
paid, $3,519.25
3.A decline in November donations (2020
was $4,607.00 lower than 2019).
The 2020 Per Capita is $39.00 for each of
the 213 members of our Church. The total
amount due in 2020 is $8,307.00 or $692.25
monthly. In October, $0.00 was received for
the Per Capita leaving the total amount
received in 2020 at $3,297.00 or 40% of the
annual amount due. The majority of the Per
Capita contributions are received early in the
year.
The Session approved earlier this year
that only the funds received designated for Per Capita will be sent to
Newton Presbytery rather than the full apportionment amount of
$8,307.00. This was due to the pandemic and the financial impact the
Coronavirus is having on congregation members and the church finances.
The 2021 Per Capita is $40.00 for each member of the Church.
Please contact Al Ravo if you have any questions or would like to
discuss the Church’s operational finances, the Endowment Funds or Per
Capita.

BUILDING ON GENEROSITY CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
FUND - UPDATE, NOV 2020
BY: AL RAVO
Endowment Summary
During November, $0.00 was repaid to the Endowment keeping the amount repaid at
$77,000.00.
A total of $90,000.00 was ‘borrowed’ from the Endowment to pay
invoices for the exterior renovations. Session approved ‘borrowing’ up to $200,000.00
to help pay for the project. This leaves $13,000.00 outstanding to be repaid to the
Endowment.
The following financial information provides details of the project expenses and
funding along with donations reflecting the amounts on November 30, 2020.
Expenses:
•
Exterior renovations, siding and protective covering paid invoices.
o
$595,474.00 - Sphere Construction, contractor.
o
$39,541.25 - HQW Architects, project management.
o
$7,023.18 - Church, building permits, insurance, etc.
o
$118,500.00 - Lamb Studios, protective coverings.
o
$25,295.00 - Lamb Studios, restored front Stained Glass Window.
o
$785,833.43 - Total.
•
Estimated remaining payments, $0.00. This work has been completed.
Funding:
o
$290,000.00 - Committed donations received for siding the church.
o
$ 30,000.00 - Committed donation to restore front stained glass
window.
o
$182,919.03 - Donations received from 9/28/19 through 11/30/20.
o
$115,744.44 - Stained Glass Windows Endowment account.
o
$17,627.91 - Insurance payment for HQW and Sphere work.
o
$126,792.09 - Endowment interest and estate funds.
o
$20,169.10 - Remaining insurance funds & donations to broken
window.
o
$13,000.00 - Endowment principle used (must be paid back).
o
$796,252.57 - Total funding.
November 2020 Amounts:
•
Donations received during November, $4,988.00.
•
Invoices / Expenses paid during November, $0.00.
•
Endowment principle used during November, $0.00.
•
Endowment principle paid back during November, $0.00.
Statistics on donations received since Kick Off dinner 9/28/19, $114,347.30:
•
47% of FPCH members have donated to the BOG campaign.
•
Donations breakdown:
•
8.1% - $14,755.00 from nonmembers
•
62.5% - $114,333.80 from members
•
29.4% - $53,830.23 from anonymous & 2019 roast beef dinner
•
100.0% - $182,919.03 Total
Please contact Al Ravo if you have any questions or would like to discuss the Church’s
operational finances, Endowment Funds, Per Capita or Building On Generosity Capital
Campaign.

DECEMBER 2020 HIGHLIGHTS AT FPCH
Our Christmas Pageant of 2020
Created by Lorinda Ravo and Our Sunday School Children and Parents

DECEMBER 2020 HIGHLGHTS AT FPCH
Making Gingerbread Houses - Virtually

In these days of the COVID-19 Pandemic and quarantine, we couldn’t have the
children and families of our congregation come together to create our annual
Christmas pageant. So, with the help of technology, a sense of whimsy, and
creativity, we proudly present A Pageant for the Year 2020!

Thank you, Miss Ginny, for a fun filled activity!

Sharing God’s Bounty
Setting Goals
It is a common and helpful practice to use the start of a new year as
motivation to set goals and make plans to attain those goals. As Christians,
what is our ultimate goal? What did Jesus tell us in Matthew 6:33? “But
seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well.” Certainly this is a worthy and all-encompassing goal
for us as Christians.
We’re also told that goals should be detailed and specific and
measurable. How do we satisfy that criteria in light of our main goal to
seek God’s kingdom?
Let us remember that all we say and do and are should strain toward
seeking God’s kingdom. That means we’ll be busy in the study of his Word
and in regular attendance in church where we can hear his Word and
receive his sacraments. It means that we’ll be busy about his work of
seeking and saving the lost. How is that accomplished?
The Apostle Paul wrote, “You show that you are a letter from Christ
…written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of
stone but on tablets of human hearts” (2 Corinthians 3:3). Jesus put it this
way, “Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds
and praise your Father in Heaven” (Matthew 5:16). This is what we are –
God’s letters who reflect the light of Jesus to a world trying to find its way
in darkness.
The psalmist commanded, “Sing to the Lord, praise his name;
proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvelous deeds among all peoples. For great is the Lord and most
worthy of praise” (Psalm 96:2-4). In all our words, this should be our
goal: to proclaim the goodness, the glory, the greatness of our God.
Then our acts should follow up our attitudes and words. Again Paul’s
words speak to us: “Bless those who persecute you; Rejoice with those
who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. Live in harmony . . . Do not
repay anyone evil for evil . . . If it is possible, as far as it depends on you,
live at peace with everyone . . .” (Romans 12:14ff.). Throughout his letters,
Paul urges us to share with those in need, to support those who preach
and teach the Word, and to give as we have received.
These are goals worthy of setting and ones we can carry out by “the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, [who] though he was rich, yet for [our]
sakes he became poor, so that [we] through his poverty might become
rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9).
© Copyright Parish Publishing, LLC ● May not be copied without permission. ● www.parishpublishing.org

BOOKS FOR YOUR READING PLEASURE
BY: MARYANN SIMMONS

This month, I have selected some nonfiction texts about renewal
and the new year for your reading opportunities. I have also
selected two children’s titles that are appropriate about making New
Year’s Resolutions. Happy Reading.
Becoming by former FLOTUS Michelle Obama features
inspiring quotes to help discover one’s own voice and true
story by which to live. Truly a great read!
Goodbye, Things by Fumio Sasaki focuses on
“minimalist” living.
It offers simple,
straightforward rules: get rid of it if you haven’t
used it in a year, borrow rather than buy, and keep photos
of the things you truly love. These precepts lead to a
simpler, happier, and more fulfilling life.
I’m going to
purchase this and begin reading once it arrives.
B.J. Fogg’s Tiny Habits provides one piece of advice:
rather than try to break old “bad habits,” attempt to
create new “good ones.” This will allow for creating a
newer, happier you.
50 Simple Things Kids Can Do to Save the
Earth is an updated version of the former
book.
It contains lots of earth-friendly, hands-on
activities for kids to perform to help save the planet and
feel good about themselves in the process.
R.J. Palacio offers daily principles to live by in
his 365 Days of Wonder: Mr. Browne’s Precepts.
Each month focuses on a theme. Through the use of
quotes, thoughts, famous lines, and proverbs, he
provides kids with ways to explore different values like
friendship, love, kindness , and courage.

THANK YOU, SUNDAY
SCHOOL TEACHERS
BY: MARYANN SIMMONS

A special thank you is being sent to Lorinda Ravo and our
Sunday School teachers - Ginny Plumbo, Donna Annunziata, and
Erin Roguso - as well as Deb Gulick-Shepherd, Jessica McDonagh,
and Heather Melendez for putting together the weekly virtual
Sunday School activities via padlet.com. Our children are blessed
with the opportunity to
continue learning about God
and the Bible through the
efforts of this wonderful
group of people. A special
shout out to Pastor Brian for
endorsing this project for
our youngsters.
May all of you who
benefit from this program
ACTIVITIES CREATED BY THE SUNDAY
continue to grow in your
SCHOOL
TEACHERS AND POSTED EACH
faith and wisdom as you
WEEK BY LORINDA RAVO. IMAGE TAKEN
proceed through these
FROM THE PADLET SITE.
lessons each week.

UPDATE FROM THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY
BY: DEB GULICK-SHEPHERD
The fourth quarter financial report will be distributed during the
month of January. The offering envelopes should be finding their
way to everyone. If you have not received your offering envelopes,
please contact Deborah Gulick Shepherd. Her contact info is in the
directory for both the house phone and e-mail. Thanks!

OUR SANCTUARY DURING
CHRISTMAS

CRISMON TREE IN OUR SANCTUARY.

Despite the fact that we were
unable to worship in the church
this christmas eve, we were
still able to see the beautiful
tree in the church during our
virtual service. Photo courtesy
of Lorinda Ravo.

Thank you to the families
who sent Christmas cards
to the church:
Sandy &
Jeff Archer; Jim, MaryAnn,
& Justin Simmons; Al &
Lorinda Ravo; Michael Ort;
Don & Cynthia Luques;
Terry Gretchen; Joyce Ort
Beringer; Mark & Winnie
Slachetka; Joan & Jerry
Grover; Fred & Sandy
Sentner;
Sphere
Construction; and the
Gulick-Shepherd Family.

WINTER FUN COLORING

JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS
4: Winnie Slachetka
6: Dana Carpenter
10: Donna Ghetti
16: Muriel Stellingwerf
17:Robert Roome
21: Britney Gulick
22: T.C. Zellars
25: Jeff Newton
26: Rebecca Ruballos
28: Morgan Gelsinger
31: Emma Rabuano
Matthew Gelsinger

JANUARY
ANNIVERSARIES
2: Brian and Carol Merritt
14: Fred & Sandy Sentner

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL
FOR ANOTHER YEAR OF HAPPINESS,
GOOD HEALTH, AND GOOD CHEER!

GOD’S LOVE ENDURES FOREVER
It is with great sadness that we inform our church family
that Bruce Bergman's mother passed away
suddenly and peacefully on Saturday,
December 12th at Heart Nursing Home in
Succasunna.
In addition, we are saddened to learn
that Linda Burrough’s mother also passed
away early in December.
Lastly, it is with sadness that we
learned of the passing of long time church
member Jackie Grover who lost her battle
with COVID-19 on December 17th.
Please keep the Bergman family, the Burroughs family, and
the Grover family in your prayers during this season of loss.
Let us give thanks for the God of the Resurrection whose love
brings us hope!

THANK YOU, PAST DEACONS AND ELDERS
BY: MARYANN SIMMONS

For the past four years, we have received dedication and
commitment from members of our congregation who selflessly gave
of their time and effort to lead the church in its business affairs.
To that end, we would like to thank Patricia Butts
and Sharon Heil for serving on the Board of Deacons
and Grace Clegg and Jim
Simmons for serving on the
Session.
Your wisdom and
advice throughout the years
have allowed our members at
First Presbyterian Church of Hackettstown to thrive
in countless ways both before the Pandemic and certainly during it.
Thank you!

DID YOU KNOW?…
BY: DEB GULICK-SHEPHERD

In the 1800s and early 1900s items such as yearly budgets and the
order of worship had to go to the local printer to be printed for use
by the members of the congregation. The Board of Trustees were in
charge of the operational budget and there is mention a few days
before the congregational meeting that the budget needed to be
printed. There are copies of a few orders of worship from this time
period in our archives. The week’s hymns were not listed nor the
sermon title or Scripture lessons as these changed from week to
week. This would be why the hymn numbers were posted in the
front of the sanctuary and changed weekly.

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
Good day, my friends. I am not sure how to feel about this
past year, but I do know that I am truly thankful for the good
health and happiness I was able to share with my family and
friends over the course of this pandemic. I trust you all feel the
same way.
I want to echo the sentiments of Pastor Brian by
acknowledging there is much to leave behind in 2020, but I also
believe there is much to look forward to in the upcoming months.
We need to count our blessings and thank God for each day that He
has given us to share with those we love. We should also be
thankful for the lessons we have learned as a result of our new
experiences brought upon us.
Finally, we need to take a look
around and realize that we may not have had a good year in
comparison to years past, but we do have much to look forward to
when this quarantine is over. Hopefully, that time will come very
soon.
May you find peace and happiness as we enter the new year.
All my best,
MaryAnn Simmons

