As I thought through where I had heard something similar 


to what I hear Paul say to the Galatians, 

I heard the voice of Gandalf, 


from the Lord of the Rings yelling out, 



“Fly you fools!”  

If you know that scene, 


the Balrog is emerging from the deep 


and the friends of the Fellowship are so petrified 



wondering what is causing the rumbling, 




that they are frozen in fear.  

To break the spell, 


Gandalf yells, 



“Fly you fools!”  


In the theaters, you heard, 



“Run you fools!”  


Tolkien intended the fly.  

They needed the obvious direction, 


because their life was on the line.

Paul is in a similar situation.  


The Galatians were facing a force 



that could leave them as helpless as they have been for the last 3000 years, 



or free them for eternity.  

The Galatians needed to remember the gospel, 


the fellowship needed to run.  

I would say that these two reactions


could help you deal with 95% of the issues you face.  

If you are thinking, 


Ryan, 



running is not what you do to get away from bears, 




unless you are faster than your friends, 



I would still not recommend running from a bear, 




I would recommend remembering the gospel.  

David remembered the good news of who his God was 


and slayed the bear, lion, and Goliath.

So that you can travel safely in bear country, 


we might want to be clear what the gospel is.  

The first thing that the gospel is, 


is that it is not what we are doing, 


but what God has done.  

For 20 miles on Friday, 


I listened to different scenarios of 



Spencer versus various animals in the arena.  


While it made for an interesting discussion to pass the time, 



the simple answer is, 




what is God's intention?  


People have survived shark, crocodile, 



bear, and koala attacks.  


They have also lost to all of those 



and more to the likes of a tick, 



mosquito, 



and Giardia.  


It depends on God, 



not on us.  

I have been close to bears 


and walked by just fine 



without needing to fight them.  


But I also know of at least 3 people at this point 



who have scars to say, 




be smart in bear country.

There are things to do in bear country to be safer.  


In the end, 



your safety anywhere, 




is really dependent upon God.  

Our human nature hates this idea.  


Listen to it countering my statement.  



How many of you have named a rifle, 




bear spray, 




bells, 




or an airhorn in your head to protect yourself.  



Or making lots of noise 




and hiking in large groups.  


These all have statistics backing them up, 



but I am aware of people who had taken these precautions 



and still found themselves being carried out of the woods via stretcher.  

Our control and actions over the world are limited.  


We need to hear and know that.  

Otherwise it becomes very hard to accept the gospel.  


We are wanting to save ourselves.  


We are wanting to do things 



to be the source of our better life.  

With bears


 it is bear spray or making noise.  

With our salvation, 


it is doing certain actions 



to be responsible for being right with God.  

That is what 'righteousness' means, 


being in a right relationship.

Are you aware 


that nothing you do 



makes you more or less right with God.  

You could save a thousand orphan babies 


and raise them to adulthood 



as college graduates in the top of their classes.  

Or you could be in a coma, 


you are at the same place with God.  



Why?  

Because God did the work.  


But if we forget 


or do not hold steady to the reality 



that it was Jesus of Nazareth crucified that saved us,




because he claimed to be God's Messiah, Christ, or Savior, 



we have lost the whole point.

The Galatians seem to have lost this point.  


Paul is dumbfounded, 



after what has already transpired.  


How can you forget this?  


Has some one cast a spell on you?  


Did the Men in Black come and wipe your mind.  



How did you forget the most essential piece 




and put something else in its place?

As I hear Paul's bewilderment, 


I also work in the people business.  


I am a person myself.  

So I can preach something in the service 


and already not be acting on it by Fellowship time.  

I guessed that you were finding reasons not to believe that God does all of the work, 


because I was trying to find some myself.  

Tell me God does most, 


a majority, 


95% 



and I can work with that.  


But all?  



That would mean I am not in control.  



I did not do anything.

How many of you can go to a dinner party 


and not bring anything, 


or help in the kitchen, 


or at least promise to host them back at some point in the future.  

I know all of these things are good and polite to do.  


But can you just be served 



because the other person loves you?  

That is what God calls us to do.  


To enjoy the gifts he has for us.  

We are to enjoy them so fully, 


that we have encouraged the person providing the gifts 



to continue doing so.  

We are also to enjoy them so fully, 


that we find ourselves reflecting on what gifts we have 



and how can we use those 


to bring the love and joy of God to those around us.

That is why Paul uses Abraham as an example.  


A man in his late 90s 



is told that he will have a son 



and that son will be the son of many nations 




does not sound too probable.  

That he would have said son 


with his also 90 some year old wife, 



impossible.  



There is no way a man can do that.  

Which is true.  


Abraham had been trying for at least 70 years 



and no success.  

This is where Abraham's faith comes in.  


He is told by God 



that he would have a son 



and he believes that God could do such a thing.  




He believes that God has the power to do what he says, 





even if that is to have Sarah be pregnant.  



He believes God can do 




what he can not do.  



God could bless the nations through him, 




even if right now he has no children.

Now we want to pay attention 


to how we are coming into the gospel, 



because it helps us respond in the proper way.  

God did not want us to have the Holy Spirit 


so that we could work harder 


and be more effective.  



So that we could follow the law closer.  

He gave us the Holy Spirit, 


so that we could be closer to him.  

Is this the way we receive the Spirit?

The issue when we try and earn our share of salvation is, 


we move into a new set of rules.  

The over arching rule for being in a relationship with God 


is to be without sin.  

There are two ways to be without sin: 


follow the law perfectly, 



never, 



ever, 



not even on a busy Tuesday 




not complete a requirement of the law 





from the day you are born 





until the day, the moment you die.  


This is a way of high stakes consequences, 



because one law is to love the Lord your God 




with all your heart, mind, and soul.  


Even a single thought at 99% is failure.  



One minor slip brings a curse upon you.  

That is the first way,


 the second way is to trust, 


to have faith,



 that Jesus was able to do this.  

To believe that the one from God, 


could keep God at the center for his whole life. 



From birth, 



to being raised in Egypt, 



to the time in Nazareth, 



then traveling throughout Galilee and Israel, 



to Jerusalem 




and hanging on the cross.  


In each and every situation, 



we are saying that we believe Jesus was true to his father.  

It is either Jesus was ever faithful 


or you are ever faithful.  

Not trying to be good, 


or hoping to do better.  

Faithful in every moment, 


even before you have had your coffee, 



that time counts as well.

I love everyone in this room.  


But to pick anyone in this room to do this,



would be absolutely the worst mistake you could make.  


You are condemning yourself to be cursed for the rest of you life.  


Cursed is another way of saying, 



not having a relationship with God.  



Being outcast.  

You can try to do it.  


But don't be surprised to hear Paul say, 



“You foolish Skagwegians!  



Who has bewitched you?”  


Or Gandalf saying, 



“'Fly you fools' 




to the one who can save you!”  


What you are doing right now, 



is choosing death.

That is why Paul says the gospel, 

the good news, 


is “Christ crucified.”  

It was not you who had to uphold the standards, 


but Jesus.  

In being faithful to God, 


even in the course of crucifixion, 


dying on that wooden cross, 



he became the curse, 




instead of us, 



and allowed for us to be right with God.  

That is the reason we have the Holy Spirit at work in our lives.  

That is the reason that God is at work in our lives 


doing things we could never do by ourselves.  

It is because Jesus did only what God could do 


and make us right with God.  

There is no curse left for us to fall under.  


Jesus already hung on the tree.

So don't try and do it again.  

Don't try and do the work yourself, 


otherwise what Jesus did was for nothing 



and you are not going to make it.  

When you see a bear, 


trust that God can deal with the situation, 



use the good instincts and training God had provided, 



and trust God to get you out of this, 




no matter how many precautions you ignored.  

If you try and fly 


or run you fools, 



you will likely be person number 4 I know that was hurt.  

Do the same for the rest of your life, 


not just when in bear country.

There is so much life to experience 


when we are not trying to pay for it, 


but enjoying it instead.

