African-American Mennonite History 
The Mennonite Brethren denomination was among the first known to begin work among people of African-American origin, in a mining community of Elk Park, N.C. in 1886. The Mennonite Church baptized its first black members in 1897 in Cocolamus, Pa.

James Lark, the first black Mennonite bishop (ordained as minister 1945, and bishop 1954, Chicago, Ill.), had a vision for reaching people of African-American origin. He saw the church pouring its resources into overseas mission, and encouraged the church to greater effort in urban ministry in the U.S. His wife, Rowena, was an important partner in their outreach, as she was a gifted soloist and children's storyteller. James' first contacts with Mennonites were at the Rocky Ridge Mennonite meetinghouse near Quakertown, Pa. The Lark vision helped start churches in black communities in Sarasota, Florida; Youngstown, Ohio; Saginaw, Michigan; and Los Angeles, California, all of which became early communities of black Mennonites. 

The original 13 Mennonite churches among African-Americans were: 

· Welsh Mountain, Lancaster County, Pa., 1898 
· South Christian Street Mennonite Church, Lancaster, Pa., 1933 
· Diamond Street Mennonite Church, Philadelphia, Pa., 1935 
· Andrews Bridge, Christiana Pa., 1938 
· Buttonwood Mennonite Fellowship, Reading, Pa., 1938 
· Broad Street Mennonite Mission, Harrisonburg Va., 1935 
· Thirty-fifth Street Mennonite Mission, Los Angeles, Calif., 1940 
· Bethel Mennonite Church, Chicago, Ill., 1944 
· Dearborn Street Mission, Chicago, Ill., 1945 
· Rehoboth Mennonite Church, Millersburg, Ohio, 1949 

· Ninth Streeet Mennonite Church, Saginaw, Mich., 1949 
· Rockview Mennonite Church, Youngstown, Ohio, 1947 
· Lee Heights Community Church, Cleveland, Ohio, 1948 
As late as 1950, the total number of black Mennonites was approximately 150. During the years from 1950 to 1980, the membership grew to a little over 1600 members in 49 black and integrated churches. Today, Calvary Christian Fellowship, Los Angeles; Calvary Community Church, Hampton; and Lee Heights in Cleveland, Ohio all merit special mention as thriving, self supporting African-American congregations. The church in Hampton is currently the fastest growing Mennonite church in the U.S.—black or white. 

During the 1985-1995 decade, the Mennonite Church engaged in a concerted period of outreach and growth especially among urban areas. Today there are approximately 57 African-American integrated congregations in the Mennonite Church. 

In 1983, Joy Lovett was elected as associate general secretary of the Mennonite Church. 

In 1994, Stanley Green, of South Africa, was installed as president of Mennonite Board of Missions. 

In 1997, Dwight McFadden, began a two-year term as moderator of the Mennonite Church. (See timeline of African-American Mennonites) 

Portions excerpted from The Black Mennonite Church in North America, 1886-1986, Le Roy Bechler, Herald Press, 1986. Used by permission. 
African-American Mennonite Association 
The African-American Mennonite Association (AAMA) is an associate group of the Mennonite Church USA. The purpose of AAMA is to advocate on behalf of African-American congregations and African-American integrated congregations within the Mennonite Church; to build, encourage, resource, and serve AAMA congregations; and to partner with individuals, AAMA congregations, conferences, program boards and other agencies. 

AAMA works to empower and resource their constituent churches. The Lark Leadership Program is a vital ministry of AAMA that provides assistance to church leaders to enhance their ministry skills. Church assessment/counseling, pastoral resourcing, strategic planting, and workshops are other means used to develop churches. 

AAMA celebrates many of the accomplishments of the organization. There is a greater number of African-Americans at various levels of the program boards and agencies of the church. The Associate Groups as a whole are valued as a more integral part of the church. AAMA now has a full time staff person that can carry out the vision of the organization. AAMA congregations are networking, sharing resources and equipping themselves to make a difference in the 21st century. 

History of the organization 
The African-American Mennonite Association (AAMA) united in 1982 to form a bond of fellowship in unity with Christ, and the doctrine, and principles of the Mennonite Church and to relate to the broader church spiritually, structurally, and in all aspects of brotherhood in Christ. AAMA was preceded by the Minority Ministries Council and the Black Caucus which date back to the early 1970's. AAMA has been instrumental in the integration of African-Americans and other racial groups into the Mennonite Church. AAMA continues to advocate for the inclusion of African-Americans in all aspects of the Mennonite Church and for the new Mennonite Church U.S. to be an anti-racist organization, and to assist in the empowerment of AAMA congregations. 

Damascus Road Anti-Racism 
Beginning in 1995, Anabaptists began an effort known in Mennonite and Brethren in Christ churches as "Damascus Road" to work in a systematic way to dismantle institutional and individual racism in the Mennonite and Brethren in Christ churches and institutions. The name refers to the process of transformation that Saul experienced on the road to Damascus (Acts 9: 1-31). The program continues with major involvement of most Mennonite institutions, and many area/regional conferences and congregations 

For more, go to http://www.mcc.org/damascusroad/about.html 

Other interesting links: 
Time Line on African-American Mennonites: http://www.goshen.edu/mcarchives/Archives/A-ATIME.html 

Earliest protest against slavery: resolutions of Germantown Mennonites http://www.toptags.com/aama/voices/commentary/protest.htm
