WHY THEY WANT ME GONE
OK folks, if you have read of my prior posts up to this point, you hopefully are getting a
good understanding of why they want me gone!
I have tried to demonstrate how the lack of transparency from the other two selectmen,
town manager and unwillingness of the town clerk, town accountants (past and present) and
the treasurer to respond in a timely manor is a finger in the eye of the democratic process and
also in the eye of all of the Ashby taxpayers, whether you voted for me or not.
So far, I have presented examples of Building Inspectors selective enforcement,
Assessor favors, (conflicts of interest by Town Clerk, Planning Board Chairs and 2 Selectmen).
Tax Assessor, Harold Scheid, with the help of Mike McCallum somehow avoided the process in
place to protect the town's interest in plots of land offered to the townspeople of Ashby and then
Scheid somehow mysteriously ends up owning this same land that Michael McCallum has said
a dozen times the town didn't need and could not afford.
The purpose of presenting these prior situations to you is to expose the level of
arrogance and lack of transparency which has infected your town hall and the career employees
who have become comfortable in it.
The following situation is another example of "more of the same", but this story will surely burn
your wallet because it involves your tax dollars and negligent custodial care and attention given
to it.
Many of you are aware and remember the ridiculous unprofessional handling of the fire
truck the town was committed to purchasing in 2006. For those of you who are not familiar with
the details of this matter, here is an explanation.
The townspeople voted to purchase a new $350,000 fire truck. The then Town
Manager, Linda Saunders and then Selectman, Peter McMurray, and yes, Selectman Michael
McCallum again with as it turns out, lack of proper skill and expertise, hired a company to build
the fire truck and in their infinite wisdom, decided to pay for this truck, in total, up front. (I know
what you're asking yourself-Who in their right mind would do that?) Well, McCallum, McMurray
and Saunders, thats who! And as if that were not enough, the same arrogant town officials who
truly believe they are much smarter than you, decided to bond the building of the firetruck as it
was required by law, insurance in the event that something went wrong with the truck builder
themselves. Now folks, hold on to your wallets again because I am not fabricating this. The
same brain trust mentioned above, Michael McCallum, Peter McMurray and Linda Saunders,
decided because they were to get a discount of the original truck price, they actually let the
builder of the fire truck bond himself, and as it so happened, he also owned a bonding company.
This is clearly wrong, unethical and unlawful on its face but even more to the point-who would
be stupid enough to do this? Yes, you guessed it! McCallum, McMurray and Saunders.
The tax payers in the end really did get the rotten deal as the town never
received a fire truck and the original cost of $350,000 ballooned to $500,000 that the taxpayers
paid with nothing in return.
It was criminal what took place and the players - Saunders resigned and moved to
Rockport Ma, where she is now Town Manager. McMurray completed his term and never would
explain, when asked, why he did what he did or didn't do the cause the loss of taxpayers
money. McCallum was subsequently defeated when he again ran for his seat, and to this day,

when asked what happened, will not take any responsibility for his role in the fiasco and
careless loss of taxpayers money.
Be my guest, ask him yourself next time you happen to see him, and he will most likely
take no responsibility for anything, in spite of the fact he is in the middle of every decision that
comes out of town hall. Which are mostly, closed door behind the scenes deals with the town
manager, assessor, clerk, etc.
Fast forward to todayAfter being burned to the degree that they were with the firetruck, one would think that
the caretakers of your limited tax contributions would be more careful next time the were to
make a large investment.
Think Again!
The following documents are proof that they have not learned anything, they also prove
that they ignore the advice of the auditor, that the people of Ashby, hired to advise them. It will
be proven that the Department of Revenue has been made aware of the situation and has
deemed that the Town of Ashby, via McCallum, Town Manager, Treasurer and Accountant have
broken the law and continue to act unlawfully and with impunity for reasons I suspect but have
yet to fully uncover. Suffice it to say the Department of Revenue is aware and investigating
Here is the story,
As a town, all of us a taxpayers contribute our share, which together amounts to a fairly
large sum of money. It is customary that these funds are to be invested in such a way as to
accumulate interest. This money is actually "our" money and is to be spent wisely on our
behalf. It is also required by law to be invested in an investment vehicle which is bonded and
protected from loss (sound familiar folks?) Well, yes indeed, you have guessed it. Your
investment of $800,000 has not, I repeat, has not been in a secured and bonded properly
insured fund. This, as you can read for yourself, has been stated by the auditor along with a
recommendation by the auditor that this needs to be corrected. IT WAS NOT. The town
investment of $800,000 is not properly insured and is exposed to a potential catastrophic loss.
Please read the law attached which have been provided by the Massachusetts Department of
Revenue, which clearly demonstrate that caretakers of your money do not care what you or I
think, but will surely continue to take your money.
Please vote NO on the recall, and then help to further expose and remove my fellow
town Selectmen-Janet Flinkstrom and Michael McCallum.

Xlt/dt-U^

£Lpo«-T ^

rfe-loM£o<o «»• (4<xJPL

Presented beSow m ite actual rating #& w» ysar

for

fm
Federal agency securities
Certificates of deposit
funds

S

71^,598
53,654

S

714,598
S3U'
6
714,599

•; y.v tax^ssssessK

The custodial credit risk for investments is the risk that, in the event of the
failure of the counterparty (e.g. broker-dealer) to a transaction, a
government will not be able to recover the value of its investment or
coHaterat securities that are in the possession of another party. The Town
does not have policies for custodial credit risk.
Of the total investments of $ 835,543, the Town has a custodial credit risk
exposure of $795,007 because the related securities are uninsured,
unregistered and held by the Town's brokerage firm, which is also the
Counterparty to these securities
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risk is the risk
changes in market interest
will
adversely affect the fair value of an investment Generally, the longer the
maturity of an investment, the greater the sensitivity of its fait" value to
changes in market
rates. The Town does not have a formal
policy that limits investment maturities as a means of
its
to fair value tosses arising from increasing interest
rates,
information about the sensitivity of the fair values of the Town s investments to
fluctuations is as follows:
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The Prudent Investment of Public
Funds
Bill Arrigal, Bureau of Accounts & David Okun, former
Weston Town Treasurer
Cities, towns, and districts are restricted in the choices their
officials can make regarding the investment of public funds
and the majority of treasurers have a firm understanding of
what they can and cannot do. For those who don't, the
Massachusetts Collectors and Treasurers Manual (MCTA)
clearly explains how to effectively and safely invest public
funds.
Every year in May at the New Collectors and Treasurers
School in Westborough there's a class on borrowing and
investing. This year's New Collectors and Treasurers Day will
be held on May 8th, 2013 at the Dudley Town Hall, 71 West
Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571. The topic is also presented
and discussed at the annual summer school in Amherst. The
MCTA holds its annual school for Collectors and Treasurers
at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst from August
13th to 16th at the Campus Center at 1 Campus Center Way,
Amherst, MA 01003.
The Division of Local Services highly recommends that
officials stay informed and up-to-date by attending these
informational sessions regarding investments. Even
treasurers who clearly understand their duties and
responsibilities are on occasion pressured to justify their
choices to well-meaning but misinformed officials and
citizens in their communities.
In instances when a treasurer is being advised by a wellintentioned official, citizen, or investment broker, it's
important to remember who is ultimately responsible for the
investment of public funds. There are no provisions in
Massachusetts General Laws allowing for the custody of
public funds to be delegated to an outside party. Although
there are times when this is a difficult responsibility for a
treasurer to bear, it remains the treasurer's responsibility.
In describing the scope of the bond of the treasurer M.G.L.,
Ch. 41, Sec. 35 clearly states: "the bond required herein shall
cover the duties of the treasurer with respect to trust funds
and funds of retirement systems which are in his custody by

virtue of his office, and any such funds, for the purposes of
said bond, shall be deemed to be public funds."
M.G.L. Ch. 44, Sec. 55B: Investment of public funds
M.G.L, Ch. 44, Sec. 55B: All moneys held in the name of a
city, town, district or regional school district or any other
account under the jurisdiction of a city, town, district, or
regional school district or officer thereof, which are not
required to be kept liquid for purposes of distribution, shall be
invested in such a manner as to require the payment of
interest on the money at the highest possible rate reasonably
available, taking account of safety liquidity and yield. All
officers of a city, town district or regional school district who
control the investment of such funds shall invest them
prudently, consistent with the provisions of sections fifty-four
and fifty-five and, if the funds are the result of gin or grant or
bequest, the terms of such gift or grant or bequest, so as to
accrue the highest amount of interest reasonably available
on such funds taking account of safety, liquidity and yield.
The provisions of section sixty-two shall not apply to this
section.
The treasurer signs off on these investments and is held
responsible for them. A well-meaning consultant is not taking
any risk by making recommendations to a treasurer.
Therefore, the first priority of any public investment is the
consideration of the safety of the investment.
The members of the Massachusetts Collectors and
Treasurers Association have years (in some cases decades)
of experience dealing with the issues involved with the
handling of investments both in the general fund or a trust
fund and the MCTA Treasurer's Manual is a very helpful
resource available to the public online at no cost.
M.G.L. Ch. 44, Sec. 55A: Liability of depositor for losses
due to bankruptcy
M.G.L., Ch.44 Sec. 55A absolves treasurers of any personal
liability if they, in good faith and in the exercise of due care,
deposit public money in the MMDT or in a Massachusettsorganized savings bank, trust company or FDIC banking
company and a loss results from the closing up of the
depository or from the liquidation of its affairs. However, this
statute does not absolve from liability a treasurer who invests

public funds in a non-FDIC bank outside of Massachusetts.
M.G.L. Ch. 44, Sec. 55: Public funds on deposit;
limitations: investments
The short version for investments of revenue cash in
accordance with M.G.L., Ch.44, Sec. 55 is as follows:
1. Certificates of Deposit with FDIC-insured institutions
2. United States Government Securities (U.S. Treasury
bills, notes, and bonds) or Agencies (i.e. Federal
Home Loan Bank) for no longer than one year.
3. Repurchase Agreement (no longer than 90 days and
backed by the United States government securities or
securities of United States government agencies.)
4. Money market funds (registered with the SEC and
receiving the highest rating from a nationally
recognized rating organization). The underlying
securities of the funds must be within the guidelines
approved by the Commonwealth, similar to securities
that would appear on the "legal list" of investments.
5. Combined investment fund (in Massachusetts this
would be the Massachusetts Municipal Depository
Trust also known as the MMDT.
Information about the Massachusetts Municipal Depository
Trust and who to contact can be found on the MMDT's new
website.
Information on United States Government Securities can be
found on the U.S. Treasury's website.
It's not always understood by people who do not work in a
treasurer's office that the investment of public funds is
restricted by the laws of the Commonwealth.
Another area in which a Treasurer may be scrutinized is in
the investment of municipal trust funds.
M.G.L. Ch. 44, Sec. 54: Investment of trust funds
M.G.L., Ch. 44, Sec. 54. Trust funds, including cemetery
perpetual care funds, unless otherwise provided or directed
by the donor thereof, shall be placed at interest in savings
banks, trust companies incorporated under the laws of the
commonwealth, banking companies incorporated under the

