In the conversations I have had with others during our time in Galatians, 


a common question has come up.  

If we are free, 


because we have be justified by Jesus, 

then what do we do with all the other commands for behavior in scripture?  


Especially the New Testament. 



Those that promote our sanctification. 




Our becoming more like Jesus.

Next week


we will dive into a big list of do nots 


followed by a list of do's, 



more affectionately called the Fruits of the Spirit.  

How can we be free 


but still have barriers telling us what we can and can not do?

Paul is aware of the situation he has created 


and has addressed this in other places as well.  

It comes up every time Paul talks about the freedom that Jesus gives us.  


A central topic for Paul's letters. 

How do we live into this life 


with no barriers in place?  

Truth be told, 


it takes a lot more effort.  

Our denomination is a prime example of the struggle to live free.  


When we started out 10 years ago, 



our constitution was shorter than a Cheesecake Factory Menu.  



This was after being in a denomination who's constitution is 330 pages.  This coming year, 


there are 5-6 things that are being considered to add to our constitution.



Plus all kinds of manuals and best practics.  

Each year, 


we keep adding a couple more rules 



so that people do not have to have as many hard conversations 



and make as many hard decisions.  

I know that I have got out of some tricky situations by simply saying, 


“I need to talk with my wife before I make a decision.”  

We use rules and policies in a similar way.  


Our culture is very rule bound.  



So much so, 



that we are sometimes afraid to do something generous for one person, 


because everyone else will expect the same thing when they hear about it.

That is why Paul reminds us to serve one another in love.  


This moves us away from 



“what do the rules say?” 



and toward what is needed.  

I know we have struggled with this in our church 


and as the Food Bank.  

For the first few years I was here, 


if someone went to Juneau for a medical emergency, 



the Deacons sent them a check for $250 




which covered roundtrip airfare.  



I have been here for awhile 




and prices have gone way up.  

For many, 


it was helpful and useful in a time of need.  

But a number of the checks were not cashed or sent back.  


Some came back with strongly worded letters.  

On top of all this, 


that was a lot of cookbooks to sell to cover medical emergencies.  

What the Deacons then started to do differently, 


was to talk with the person 



to see what kind of assistance or care would be helpful.  


If cash helped, 



they had that.  


But sometimes it was grocery shopping, 



or watching a dog, 



a ride to the ferry or plane, 



or sometimes prayer and a listening ear went further 




than a couple of Benjamin Franklins ever could.  

But it meant having to really love your neighbor enough 


to know what they really needed.

Now as I just hinted at, 


there are lots of ways to help and love someone.  

As our experience demonstrated, 


there was not one size fits all for everyone.  



Not even money will cover all things.  

We have to be ready to get down 


and enter the situation 



before we can love someone well.  

If we don't, 


we end up copying way too many lousy Christmas Gift buyers.  

I am related to one such person 


who took the command to “love your neighbor as yourself” to mean, 



buy them the gift you want for Christmas.  




A stereo system, 




a table saw, 




and floor mats for your truck 





do not really embody what was meant.

Paul can help my relative, 


because he specifies, 



serve one another.  

He goes further 


and spells out the motivation behind it.  



Love.  



Agape love.  



God's Unconditional love.  

This is hard for us to do. 

This past spring, 


some of you participated in washing people's car windows at the grocery store.  

We live in a transactional world that traied people to think


that we were expecting a payment in return.  

To explain that we were doing it to serve 


was foreign to those washing 


and those who's windows were washed.  

We live in a town where many kind things are done, 


but they are usually part of a fundraiser 


or have a benefit to them.  



Truth be told, 




kindness and service makes the world a better place at all times. 

However, 


Paul came from a world where kindness and duty was the law, 


not the state of ones heart.  



So did most of us.  

I earned merit badges in cub and boy scouts 


for doing acts of service.  

I was doing those things to get the badge, 


not because people needed popcorn 


or their sidewalks shoveled.  

I did them expecting to be thanked 


and to receive some recognition.  

But God's love does not operate that way.  


It fulfills the need, 



because the need it there.

To help us hear that better, 


know that the word serve 



is a more palatable word than what the Greek used.  


Slave to one another 



is the pure Greek translation.  

That is hard to hear 


when we have just been told we are free.  

We are well aware from slavery in the US,


that slaves did not get to pick and choose what tasks they would do 


and what they would not do.  



If they were told to shop, 




they would shop.  



If told to clean out the animal stalls, 




they would go do that.  

That is the commitment that we are to strive for when serving someone.  


But we also serve a loving master who will discern our gifts



and help us develop and grow into those.

The 100% commitment  is why many of us are afraid to ask 


if anyone needs anything from Juneau or Whitehorse.  



The lists can get really long really fast.  

But if God has put on your heart to serve 

or be a slave to a particular individual, 


it can stay reasonable.

Now there is always the time issue.  


As already mentioned, 



if we were to shop in Juneau or Whitehorse for everyone, 



we would have an endless list 




and need a semi truck to bring it back.  

While everyone in Skagway is our neighbor, 


we do not have the bandwidth to be a slave to everyone all the time.  



Only God can serve like that.  

But in our freedom, 


there are many things that we might be doing 


that we don't need to do.  

If you did it once to help a person out, 


that does not necessarily mean you have to do it forever.  

As we will dive more into next week, 


we need to go where the Spirit leads us.  


We need to be free to follow where ever God is leading.  

This is one of the reasons why Jesus tells us 


to let our 'yes be yes' 


and our 'no be no' 



and anything more comes from the evil one.  

When we make commitments beyond where we are feeling called, 


we get in trouble.  

This is part of the reason we have not added another dog into our lives.  


We are free of that responsibility currently 



and don't have the bandwidth to take care of another creature 




for the next 15 years right now.  



Maybe in a couple of years we will be there, 




but not today.  


The call to get Ky 16 years ago was clear 



and something long awaited.  


Life has changed greatly since then 



and I have no law over me that says we must have a pet.  

A question I encourage you to ask yourself 


as you look at your week ahead is, 



“Who am I spending time with 




out of love 



and who am I spending time with 




out of obligation?”  

I am not encouraging you to drop all those 


who you spend time with out of obligation.  

Rather I would then have you ask instead, 


“What happened to spending time with them out of love?”  

You might be quickly able to see the danger of again taking Paul out of context.  


If I am not serving my spouse out of love 



and instead out of obligation, 




then I should divorce them.  



I need to find someone I can serve from a place of love.  


That is dangerous thinking.  

I think Paul would instead ask us, 


what bonds 



outside of love 


did we put on the relationship 



that have now made it obligation 



instead of the freedom of unconditional loving service.  

What changed 


that I am no longer able to serve them freely 



with God's love?  

If you get past that question with your spouse or partner, 


ask the same question about your church body.  

People's enthusiasm often wanes 


after their initial encounter with God.  

A big prayer is answered, 


life is changed, 


you get involved in the life of the church 



and it can become stale.  

Then other Christians do not keep their word 

or do not always act like Jesus 

or say the things we think Jesus would not say 


and gathering here on a Sunday morning seems like an obligation.  

I would venture that we could probably name more things 


that are wrong with our brothers and sisters 


than what is going right.  

I am not just talking about prayer request joy and concerns.  


Can you pick a person in this room 



and name more things that God is doing to bring about change in their life 


or is your list longer about what God needs to make right 




before we will accept them fully as a brother or sister?  


I know my disposition is to see where people need to improve 



more than what God is doing.

We need to work toward knowing about what God is doing 


instead of having our list.  

Because otherwise, 


no matter who we are serving outside the body, 



the body will cease to exist.  

If we are waiting for someone to invite us over for dinner 


before we invite them back again.  

If we are waiting for a major character flaw to change 


before we engage in hearing about their life, 

we are going to destroy each other.  

Remember God died for us 


before we changed.  

Service and love happens 


before the person has a chance to respond 


or appreciate what we have done.  

Paul uses words of cannibalism 


to describe what the church could do to itself: 



bite, 



devour, 



consume.  

If we are eating our own, 


why would anyone want to join us?  

If we are lovingly serving each other 


as we are called 

and are not bound by obligation 


but rather love, 



who would not want to join us?  

Which one are we?  

Which one do we want to grow more into?


That is the process of sanctification.

You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. 14 The entire law is summed up in a single command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. 
