The West Virginia Jazz Society Newsletter for February 2016

The “jazz boom” in West Virginia looks to
grow as units of local government, arts groups
and businesses continue to buy-in to the vision
of America’s Jazz Crossroads, a regional
destination along Interstate 79 and connecting
US 50 and US 33 four-lane corridors.
From the twice-a-year Jazz Stroll events in
Clarksburg to the Elkins Jazz Walk on the first
Friday in August to new productions in Fairmont and Weston, jazz fans have more and
more opportunity to enjoy top quality jazz artists from around the world.
The jazz music events draw audience
members from an “extra-regional market” according to jazz venue owners.
“For the James Moore Quartet show in
December, we had guests from Greensburg,
Pennsylvania, Parkersburg, and scores
more from towns and cities all over West Virginia,” said Tim Gentilozzi, owner of two venues participating in the recent Holiday Jazz
Stroll in Clarksburg.
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Who is the “saxiest” cat in the band?
That’s not a typo. It’s the question behind
the “Do Ya Think I’m Sax-y?” theme for the
2016 Summer Jazz Stroll set for Friday,
June 10, in uptown Clarksburg as six top sax
players will blow their horns in six unique venues turned jazz joints for the night.
The evening long event is presented by
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Elkins Main Street’s first foray into live
jazz last August was so successful, the group
has scheduled a second Elkins Jazz Walk for
Friday, August 5.
While no line up has been announced, it is
anticipated there will be four venues offering
music from at least four bands playing
throughout the evening. At the end of the
evening, musicians from the different venues
will gather for a late night jam session at El
Gran Sabor, a Elkins music bar and restaurant.
WVJS is also interested in developing new
inroads into genres like Western Swing, an
amalgam of musical influences ranging from
traditional country to 1930s big band jazz.

Clarksburg Uptown, a group that embraces
the arts entertainment as a key vehicle in their
quest to revitalize uptown Clarksburg’s business district.
After the fashion of previous Strolls, the
June 10 Stroll will see six bands play simultaneously in six venues throughout the evening,
and while all six headliners will be led by a
saxophonist [“Do Ya Think I’m Sax-y?”], the
performance style of each ensemble will - by
design - be very diverse.
Artists being considered for the Stroll include one of Washington, DC’s top straight
ahead jazz bands, a progressive funk jazz
band from New York City, and several special
collaborations arranged by the West Virginia
Jazz Society that create performance opportunity for professional musicians throughout the
region.
The Stroll events often offer new attractions and opportunities for vendors, artists and
others seeking to be “part of the scene”.
To learn more about the West Virginia
Jazz Society and/or the Stroll events, contact:
WVJS
President
Eric
Spelsberg,
WVJazzSociety@aol.com, or phone 304-2693683, or visit WVJazzSociety.com.

Chuck Redd—internationally acclaimed vibraphonist— coming to Clarksburg April 22 for
National Jazz Appreciation Month performance.

CD Release Party
Sunday, Feb 21 @ 5pm
Monongalia Arts Center
107 High Street, Morgantown
"The World Is Turning Gold"

original compositions for piano and acoustic bass

"Both Sides Now"
a collection of favorite songs by James Taylor, Hank
Williams, Carole King, Joni Mitchell and others

More information and CD purchases
at www.jennyandnathan.com

Improvisation for February 2016

The working title for a series of live jazz
performance events scheduled to begin this
year in Harrison County is meant to make a
statement, not ask a question, according to a
member of the West Virginia Jazz Society
(WVJS) planning team.
The title - GOT JAZZ! - is a declaration
that live jazz music is “here and now and happening” throughout the region, says WVJS
Secretary Julia Spelsberg, leader in the effort
to brand and promote the new series.
“We went with the exclamation point instead of the question mark like in the milk ads
you’ve seen,” explained Spelsberg. “We’re
not asking people if they have access to live
jazz because we have already worked to provide that access.”
Spelsberg points to the WVJS record of
partnering with groups to establish a series of
jazz-themed events. She cites Winter Jazz
Weekend and the Bridgeport Arts Council
in Bridgeport, the twice-yearly Clarksburg
Uptown, Inc. Jazz Stroll events in Clarksburg, and the Elkins Jazz Walk with Elkins
Main Street the first Friday in August.
“The jazz is here. Now it’s time to let more
people know about it,” Spelsberg added.
All the details for the entire program year
are yet to be worked out. However, Spelsberg
did describe in general terms what the GOT
JAZZ! series will be like.

Weston’s St. Paul’s West Hall was first WVJS venue
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Michael Thomas Quintet in Jazz At Charles Pointe
“We’re going to a middle ground between the high-end sophistication in Jazz At
Charles Pointe and the casual fun of the Jazz
Strolls,” she explained. “Our goal is to offer
high quality live jazz in comfortable surroundings with appealing food and drink.”
The GOT JAZZ! series is intended to complement and supplement the jazz events currently ongoing, not replace them.
“To the contrary, we see this as tapping
into the momentum that’s been built up, and
offering more options to more people,” Spelsberg concluded. “There’s lots of market research and customer feedback involved.”
An additional aspect of the proposed
events is the potential for area non-profits to
partner with WVJS to share proceeds from any
ticket sales.
“Our funding sources and our mission
statement demands that we ‘spread the benefit’ throughout the community,” said Rose
Ann Policanno, WVJS Vice President and another member of the Got Jazz! planning group.
Policano says ticket revenue can help prop
up a smaller arts program, or help a group like
the Cultural Foundation augment the programs
they already operate.
For more information on WVJS or any of
their programming initiatives, email to:
WVJazzSociety@aol.com, or phone 304-2693683, or visit WVJazzSociety.com.
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The Road To Great Jazz Runs In Both Directions
As much as we tout central West Virginia as a jazz destination, there’s no denying the
roads to jazz run both ways. Great jazz experiences can
be found via road trips from central West Virginia to
Parkersburg (80 miles), Akron Ohio (206 miles) and to
the Georgetown section of Washington, DC (242 miles).
We’ve chosen these three destinations because they
share the convenience of having quality lodging either on
site or within a very short walk of the jazz venue, as is
the case with Jazz At Charles Pointe in the Bridgeport
Conference Center which is attached directly to the
Wyndham Hotel.
In Parkersburg, Mike Lucas, well-travelled connoisseur of music clubs great and small, and publisher of the
Pomeroy Blues And Jazz Society newsletter, recommends the Blennerhasset Hotel’s Martini Monday with
pianist, Bruce DeMoll.
In Akron, music and entertainment entrepreneur [lots of French happening]. Tony
Toppe, has opened BluJazz, a place “designed from the ground up” to present live jazz in
an intimate eatery and bar. The club is located downstairs in a commercial building and offers a listening environment focused on the music. Troppe is adding a jazz-themed hotel in
2016 that will be just across the street, but until then, there is a nice Courtyard by Marriott available just two blocks away.
Among the quality jazz artists scheduled in BluJazz are a number from the Cleveland
jazz scene as well as nationally recognized soloists like superb clarinetist and saxophonist,
Ken Peplowski, and Jazz At Charles Pointe veteran, Noah Preminger.
In DC, Blues Alley has reigned over the live jazz scene since 1965 offering performances by the true legends of jazz from Maynard Ferguson to Roy Hargrove.
But even after 50 years, they still manage to keep up-to-date by providing a stage for many
of the younger lions of the genre including Marshall Keys and David Kane. There are at
least five great hotels within walking distance of the club, but The Gotham on Thomas
Jefferson Way is just one and one half blocks away, and you get to walk along the Alley the
whole way if you so choose.
For info, Blennerhasset Hotel (866) 660-1716 , Blues Alley at (202) 337-4141 and BluJazz at 330) 252-1190

