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Sylvester's widowed daugher, Kathryn Anne Parsons, who graduated from Bay City
High School in May, 1911, retumed to live in Bay City at various times and is
remembered by many as a capable, personable nurse at Matagorda General
Hospital during the 1940's and early 1950's. Kathryn Parsons’ daughters Elizabeth
and Anne, attended Bay City High School from 1939 to 1940. Their brother, Charles
Parsons, lived in Bay City for a time after World War Il. Later he made a permanent
home in Oregon, reared a family of nine, and worked for the railroad.

In 1987 six descendants of Sylvester and Elizabeth Lukefahr live in Matagorda
County: Mr. And Mrs. Thomas E. Lukefahr; Mr. And Mrs. Harold Lukefahr, Mr. and

Mrs. Thomas E. Lukefahr, Jr; and their children, Amanda and Thomas Jack; and
Arene Kemp and husband William Bennett.

Frances (Yamnitz) Gadd's address on her letter is still her current address.

Do ot know if the address for Arlene (Kemp) Bennett is current.
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Below is the letter written in German, received by Clyde Lukefahr, who has given
permission 1o use in this publication. Marie, wife of Clyde said that they received a
Christmas card from this family for several years but have since lost contact.

s Bad Care, den 05.09.1008
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‘Translation of letter —

Regarding you letter we were made very happy

please excuse our belated answer

We always knew that members of our family Lukefar five in
America. Yet up tll now, we had no knowledge, where

they could live.

‘Through stronger investigation during the last months we received
a number of (unterlager- manuscripts?) in which there

were found names of the family Lukefar, reaching back

tothe year 1615.

1 am enciosing in this letter photocopies of the Georg
Anton Lukefar family members that emigrated from the years
1837-1839:

The homestead of the George Anton family was taken over
by Kasper Heinrich Dickmeyer and his wife Maria Elizabeth
Hohm, with this homestead the name Lukefahr was retained

Now in regard to the present family Lukefahr

Heinz Lukefahr, bom July 9, 1940 and wife Elfriede
Lukefahr, born July 16, 1939 — they live with her
mother (Schwieger) — 80 yrs old, and their children
Evelyn 23 yrs, Marita, 22 yrs, liona 18 yrs and
Hartmut 15 yrs in Bad Laer — in the Lukefahr homested

Besides our farming, we have been running a restaurant
and a hotel ~ The 4 generation and are able to
observe our 125" anniversary next year.

‘We would be happy to continue our letter exchange
With friendly greetings
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This chart which includes the ZOLLNER — LUKEFAHR — YAMNITZ families was

prepared by Frances Yamnitz Gadd in November 1989.
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The loose files in our Genealogy Library have many useful and interesting items for
the researcher. The following is one example.

218 Pheasant Run
Hendersonville

North Carolina 28739

April 27, 1992 (crossed out)
Nov. 7, 1982 (handwitten)

Perry County Historical Society
P. 0. Box 97

Perryville, Missouri 63775

RE:  Information for publication and for archives -
LUKEFAHR and ZOLLNER

Permission has been given by Arlene K. Bennet for the printing in the HERITAGE
her information on the Sylvester Lukefahr Family. (which also includes information
on his half-brother, Casper Lukefahr — whose mother was Wilhelmina Zoliner), as
‘ritten for the publication, *Historic Matagorda County (Texas), Volume "

1 am also enclosing a one-sheet outline of the Henry Casper ZOLLNER family, who
lived in Perry County, St. Mary’s Township. He was known as Casper. His family is
not known to be related to the ZOELLNER families that lived in Perry County,
Cinque Homme Township. iner was

Lukefah,

Also enclosed is a letter of September 5, 1988 to Clyde Lukefahr, Perry County,
from the Heinz Lukefahr family of Bad Laer, Hannover, Germany.

As there are many Lukefahr's living in Perry County, | am certain that the publishing
of this information would be of great interest. If not published, please save in your
archives (even IF publisher.)

Arlene K. Bennett asks that oV
publicaion when her information s published.

(1 have not asked Clyde for permission to have his letter and information published.)
| received a copy through Earl Lukefahr (of Marie and Earl) But, | don't expect that
Clyde would object. How wonderful for the Lukefahr's that there has been a
present-day connection made with those stillliving in Bad Laer!

Yours truly,
Frances Yamnitz Gadd

(Mrs. Charles W. Gadd)
Handwritten  Great-grand-daughter of Henry Casper ZOLLNER (1819-1896)
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The following article mentioned in the letter from Frances Gadd, written by Arlene
(Kemp) Bennett, 310 14" Street, Bay City Texas 77414, was in the Matagorda
County Texas Genealogical Society, publication Historic Matagorda County, Volume
11l dated 1988

SYLVESTER LUKEFAHR FAMILY

The history of the Lukefahr and Kemp families in Matagorda County began with the
marriage of Sylvester (Sylveris) Lukefahr and Elizabeth Selbach on April 21, 1881,
at St Libory, Nebraska. Seven children were bom of this union: Elizabeth
(Lukefahr) Barth, John J. “Jack’, Kathryn Anne (Lukefahr) Parsons, Edgar Lous,
Marie Josephine (Lukefahr) Kemp and two children who died in childhood, Anthony
and Harry.

Sylvester, born on December 31, 1860, in Perryville, Missour, was the fourth son of
Anton *Anthony” Lukefahr and Eiizabeth Asgot Lukefahr. At the age sixteen, Anton
and his family left their home in Bad Laer, Hannover (sic), Germany, and sailing from
Bremen, arrived in New Orleans in 1836, Anton's father died and was buried at sea
on his second crossing to America. The family moved up the Mississippi and settied
in Perryville, Missouri. For a time, they farmed land belonging to the Catholic
seminary, and some of the Lutheran family embraced the Catholic faith. A family
story, which has been passed down is that upon arrival in New Orleans, one of
Anton's brothers headed west to Texas to join in the fight for independence from
Mexico and was never heard from again.

As a young man, Sylvester left Perry County, Missouri, and joined a group of peaple
going west. He homesteaded land near Grand Isiand, Nebraska, naming the town
St. Libory. It was here that he met and married Elizabeth. In 1891 he sold or traded
‘his homestead for a ranch in the sand hills of Wheeler County, Nebraska, and joined
by his half brother, Casper or *Capp’ son of Anton's second wife (sumamed
Zoeliner), who helped him operate the ranch. In 1897 Sylvester sold the ranch and
bought two farms, one east and one north of Greeley Center, later called Greeley,
Nebraska, and he grow com, oss, bariey and wheat."Later he bought another farm
in Nebraska.

Shortly after their youngest child, Marie, was bom in 1905, Elizabeth developed
tuberculosis. Seeking a milder ciimate for her and drawn by reports of fich,
‘abundant farmiand for sale, Sylvester traveled to Matagorda County in 1906. In the
summer of 1907, he shipped mules, wagons and farm equipment by boxcar and
moved his family to the Bay City area.
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Between 1907 and 1910, Sylvester purchased nearly 500 acres of farmiand in
Matagorda County and built a home and farm buildings just across the Missouri-
Pacific tracks on the Sargent Road. Casper and his wife, Minnie, joined him in
Texas, also purchasing farmland in the county, later deeding an acre for the
construction of the Lukefahr School, where many early Matagorda Countians were
educated to the eighth grade. Casper later settied in Kirbyville, Texas, with his
family and he was buried there. There is also a Lukefahr School in Crossroads,
Missouri

Sylvester was one of the county's early rice farmers, planting on his farm just outside
Bay City and obtaining the needed water from a canal north of the Missouri-pacific
tracks, which was extended under the tracks to the Lukefahr farm. His son, Edgar,
recalled riding the lead mule of a team of eight mules pulling a *binder” which formed
“bundles" (combines were not developed until later). The farm hands made “shocks"
out of several bundies, leaving the rice standing in the field to “cure in the shock’ as
there were no dryers at that time.

Elizabeth died on January 4, 1910, in Bay City and was buried in St. Libory,
Nebraska. In 1912 Sylvester married Susan Callahan McElwee in Greeley,
Nebraska. His sixteen-year-old daughter, Kathryn Anne, served as maid of honor.
They retumed to Matagorda County that same year. In 1915 Sylvester tumed his
farm over to his oldest son, John “Jack” Lukefahr, who tried his hand at cotton, com
and watermelons, instead of rice.

Until his death on July 4, 1940, in Greeley, Sylvester and *Susie’ alternated
residences, spending most winters in Palacios at Allen's Tourist Court 50 he could
take care of farming business in Bay City and summers at his permanent residence
in the town of Greeley, Nebraska. His son Edgar and family lived on one of the
Nebraska farms close o Greeley and his daughter Kathryn Anne Parsons and her
family lived on the other. In 1918 he leased the Matagorda County fam to Asa
*Smith" Johnson and his wife, Roxie Neel, and they farmed the land until 1939, He
sold his other Matagorda County properties,

In 1937 daughter Marie, her husband Paul Kemp, and their child, Arlene Mary left
their home in Lincoln, Nebraska, to live permanently on part of the Lukefahr land
near Bay City. A son, Richard Paul, was born in 1940,

In 1939 son Edgar Lukefahr, his wife Elsie Waugh, and their eight children, Mary
Elizabeth (Lukefahr) Moore, Harold Anthony, Maurice James, Paul Francis, Thomas
Edgar, Dorothy Ann (Lukefahr) Treybig, Teresa lrene (Lukefahr) Lezak and
Charlotte Marie (Lukefahr) Parks, moved to Bay City from the Lukefahr family farm
in Nebraska to live next 10 the Kemp family on the Sargent Road. Edgar farmed the
Lukefahr property until World War i, and then he helped build Camp Hulen at
Palacios, and also helped build the ol refinery at Old Ocean, Texas, working as a
carpenter.
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