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ANNUAL REPORT 1 APRIL 2013 to 31 MARCH 2014 

Para 1:		The Committee met 5 times during the year ended 31 March 2014.   Officers were re-appointed at the AGM on 25 November 2013, being Alan Rose (Chair), Mary Whitehead (Vice-Chair), Jackie Tucker (Treasurer) and Roy Parkes (Secretary).  Other members of the Committee elected by the AGM are Valerie Bowker, Christine Clough, Janet Ford, Judith Harris, Gay Oliver (Web Manager), Brenda Turley and Dawn Buckle (or an alternate member of Dukinfield Old Chapel (Unitarian)). 

Para 2:		The year began on a high with the presentation by the Consultants to an open meeting on 8 April 2013, covering the archaeological work done over the previous winter and proposals for stabilisation and interpretation of the building.  The Consultants later sent a DVD containing all the material displayed at the meeting and much more.  

Para 3:		The rest of the year was characterised by frustrating delays over the conveyance of the Chapel from its owners to the Heritage Trust for the North West, with the knock-on effect of the stabilisation project dropping down in English Heritage’s list of work priorities.  English Heritage at first set themselves an informal target of the end of June 2013 for indicating what finances they may be able to make available and what amendments to the Consultants’ proposals would be necessary by way of cost savings.  Nothing was heard until a later promised deadline of 6 December 2013 also came and went.  At the conclusion of the period covered by this Annual Report there was still no news.

Apart from problems arising from staff cuts and re-organisation at English Heritage, it is likely that one factor influencing English Heritage is the feeling that the part-stabilisation works undertaken over the Winter of 2012-2013, to enable the archaeological dig to take place within part of the curtilage of the structure, have strengthened the building to an extent and ‘preserved it for a few more winters’.

Para 4:		Any pressure we could put on English Heritage was however nullified because they could always insist that until new ownership was in control the vital next steps of  a planning application and grant applications could not be undertaken.  Considerable time and energy was spent by the Vice-Chair and the Secretary in liaising between Bardsleys and Heritage Trust for the North West and their respective Solicitors, about the conveyance, about the access agreement (providing for the new owners and the Friends to get to the building, across private land), about the up-front payment of Solicitors’ fees (both parties), and how and when those payments would be made.  The situation was not helped by the departure from Bardsleys in the Autumn of 2013 of their in-house Solicitor (who had drawn up Heads of Terms in September 2012, to which we had contributed); followed by a re-organisation of management responsibilities within the Company.

Since the end of March 2014 our Patron, Andrew Gwynne MP has become involved and we are hopeful that he can help slice through the Gordian knot.

Para 5:		A start was made during the year to draw people together to become involved in an Oral History project, particularly for those associated with the Chapel when it was part of the Dukinfield Old Hall Congregational Church.

Para 6:		Useful contacts are slowly being developed with the three main non-conformist groupings who will have an interest in the history of the building. The Chair and Secretary gave a talk to the Unitarians of Dukinfield Old Chapel on 8 April 2013 and feelers are out to give similar presentations to local Congregationalists and Quakers.  Local support is seen as necessary before approaches are made to national bodies.  On 10 July 2013 a group of us visited Swarthmoor Hall, near Ulverston in Cumbria, where George Fox had lived and from where he and Margaret Fell organised the Quaker movement in its early days.

Para 7:		Gay Oliver gave a talk on ‘Barons and Bastards:  the Dukinfield Family and their slave plantations in Jamaica and North Carolina’ on 11 September 2013 at Old Chapel.  Further research was done into the history of the Chapel with contributions from Val Bowker  (Civil War period) and Mary Whitehead (a close study of Tameside Council’s files since 1974, which has been deposited in the Local Studies Library).

Para 8:		The Treasurer and Secretary organised the annual Heritage Open Days event on 15 September 2013.  Five people attended, on a day of appalling weather.

Para 9:		The Secretary attended meetings of the Dukinfield Forum as the representative of the Friends.




Roy Parkes
Secretary, on behalf of the Committee.
18 November 2014

dohcAnnualReport310314







AN INITIATIVE OF THE TAMESIDE LOCAL HISTORY FORUM

ESTABLISHED 1 NOVEMBER 2011 WITH THE HELP OF THE FORMER TAMESIDE ASSOCIATION OF VOLUNTARY YOUTH AND COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS

WE HAVE RECEIVED DONATIONS FROM TAMESIDE METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL and  GLOBE SQUARE LLP

