Annual Meeting More than a
“State of the Foundation”

When you come to our Annual Meeting each
November we certainly hope you leave with a
good understanding of where the Foundation is
and where we are headed. More than that, we hope
you have an enjoyable time.
“Everyone has so many responsibilities and requests for their time,”
says Traci Barnett, Middletown Community Foundation CEO, “we do
try to make their time with us count. We have laughs and good food
and yes, also business.”
The Annual Meeting is a business meeting after all, the purpose of
which is to update members about the business of the previous year
and educate members about the future.
“Our future is strictly based upon
our Strategic Plan,” says Barnett.
“When you bring some of the best and
brightest together to discuss strategy
you certainly utilize their suggestions
and input.”

The strategies or “pillars” for the Middletown Community
Foundation will be the focus of this year’s Annual Meeting. Foundation
staff and Board Members will outline for members and guests where
the focus will be for the Foundation over the next four years.
“What I like about a Strategic Plan,” Barnett says, “is it’s basically a
roadmap for the future. If it doesn’t fit into the current strategic focus
it’s not a project for the Foundation to consider. It gives us structure
and in that structure it also gives us the freedom to politely decline
projects that do not fit.”
The 2019 Annual Meeting will be Thursday, November 7 at the
Racino. Invitations will be mailed. Members are encouraged to
bring guests.
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I am remembering the Middletown Community Foundation in my Estate plans so that I can continue
to impact my community for years to come:

❑

Name ___________________________________________________________________

We are so grateful for this, the greatest gift. Thank you for your benevolence.
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Message from the CEO

Madison
Middletown

An organization is only as strong as the people who
too short. But we will have plenty more opportunities to
are part of it. That is why the Middletown Community
work together in the future as they remain involved with
Foundation is so strong and vibrant. We are blessed
the Foundation in other ways. Their journey with the
with members who embrace volunteerism. Our
Foundation is not ending, it’s only changing direction.
members care about the children who live in our
If you count all those who serve on committees and
community. They care about the less fortunate. And,
who work to make the Foundation stronger, we have
they care about each other.
nearly 150 volunteers. Not only do our volunteers work
As the Foundation prepares to say goodbye to four
tirelessly to support the mission of the Foundation, but
board of trustees members at the end of 2019 who
also help us tell our story in the community. Who
Executive they
have each served at least two terms, I reflect on how
better to tell our story than those who are part of it?
supportive they have been to the Foundation and to me. Director’s To those community members who will step in to
NOTEBOOK fill the shoes of our retiring board members, thank you
I would like to personally thank Fred DeBiasi,
Lalisa Lawrence, Daniel Sack and Carole Schul for
in advance for embracing the concept of a Community
Traci Barnett
welcoming me and assisting me in my first year at the
Foundation and recognizing its value and impact on the
helm of this great organization. My only regret is that my time
community. As you will hear me say on many occasions—it takes
working with them in their capacity as a board member was
a village!

Monroe
Trenton

at the October 18 Middletown

If you have remembered the Middletown Community Foundation in your Estate plans please let us know
by returning this in the attached envelope with your name, as you’d like it to appear in materials.
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Franklin

you’re not, we hope you’ll join us

Allow us to T hank You!

We Connect People Who Care

PAID

If you’re a Middie, or even if

We would like to recognize Legacy Society
Members at the 2019 Annual Meeting on
Thursday, November 7.

MIDDLETOWN COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Parting is Such Sweet Sorrow....
In 2019 the Middletown Community Foundation will bid adieu to several
retiring Board Members, all of whom have left their mark on this community
because of their dedication and passion for the people and families in our service area.

T hank you,

football game as we, that’s right
the Middletown Community
Foundation, is the halftime
entertainment! See you there!

Fred DeBiasi

Lalisa Lawrence

Daniel Sack

Carole Schul

For your tireless commitment to the community.
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Back to School – Youth Council
Back in Session

The Middletown
to the youth of our community and
Community
empower them to think about where
Foundation does
they can fit themselves in to help.
so much that involves
Youth Council is comprised of a
supporting children. We support a
sophomore, junior and senior from
great number of education initiatives
each of the seven schools in our service
through READY! and other school
area (Middletown, Madison, Monroe,
programs. We support the arts in
Franklin, Trenton, Fenwick and
schools. We address food insecurity in President’s Middletown Christian). They meet
our schools by supporting backpack
MESSAGE once a month for an hour and a half and
and food in the park programs. Even
Patricia Miller Gage spend time doing a variety of things from
programs that aren’t directly aimed
leadership activities to volunteering, all
at children will ultimately help the youth of our
the while learning about local organizations and
community in the long run.
what they do.
We talk a lot about our Scholarship program
At the end of the year Youth Council is given
because we are so proud of the students who are
the opportunity to make grants to organizations
helped with these dollars. A Scholarship fund is
who apply for grants for summer youth
the gift that keeps on giving. You’re helping to
programming. It is a wonderful culmination of
ensure that our youth are successful.
the year and they take the disbursement of grant
Another program that the Foundation is proud dollars very seriously.
to operate is the Youth Council. Through Youth
This is just one of the many commitments
Council we work with leaders and organizations
we’ve made as a Community Foundation to pour
in the community to educate young people about goodness and knowledge into our youth.
philanthropy, the importance of giving back to
your community. That is, after all, exactly what
and why the Community Foundation is. We feel
a great sense of responsibility and pride in telling
the Middletown Community Foundation story

Beefing Up the Youth Council Schedule
When the Youth Council meets for the first time in September they will learn the basics of
philanthropy and of giving back to your community.
Youth Council is a nine-month program where a sophomore, junior and senior from all 7 schools
in our service area (Franklin, Edgewood, Madison, Middletown, Monroe, Bishop Fenwick and
Middletown Christian) participate in a number of sessions where they learn about the non-profit
organizations in the community and how they operate.
At the end of the nine-month period the Youth Council meets to discuss applications that have been
submitted for Summertime for Kids and Fondersmith grants.
For the 2018-2019 school year we added interviews to the schedule. Youth teams from each school
had the responsibility to meet with a grantee to gather information about their request. Adding this to
the schedule made the grant distribution meeting much more knowledge based. We learned that our
Youth Council members are critical thinkers and take awarding the grants very seriously.
For the 2019-2020 school year we are adding a session of volunteerism. For one whole session of an
hour and a half to two hours the Youth will get hands on with a local non-profit.
“We believe in the Youth Council program so much,” says Board Youth Council representative
Carole Schul, “and we are always looking for ways to make the experience more impactful for the youth
who participate.”
The Middletown Community Foundation could not facilitate this program without the assistance of
the Counselors at each participating school. We appreciate this partnership with them and appreciate
the schools allowing us this time with their student representatives.

More than $100,000 Funneled
into Community through Grants
The third quarter grant cycle yielded grants to 17 organizations
ranging from the Franklin Wildcat Marching Band to Central
Connections Senior Center.
The grant Distribution Committee met on July 24 to discuss the more than $150,000
in requests. The Board accepted the Distribution Committee’s recommendations at
the July 30 Board meeting.
Two grants for early childhood education initiatives were granted by the READY!
Leadership Committee. One grant went to 4C for Children for $20,000 and the
other grant for $17,000 was to support Franklin City Schools’ Community Resource
Liaison.
Small grants (categorized as requests $5,000 and less) were awarded to Sleep in
Heavenly Peace; Hospice of Butler County; Girl Scouts; Centerpointe Health;
Hands2Hope and Adult New Readers.
The following grants were also approved:
Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Butler County - $5,000 for mentoring program at
Amanda Elementary School.
Butler County Educational Service Center - $7,000 for food bag program.
Central Connections - $10,000 for repaving parking lot.
Community Building Institute - $7,500 for Middletown High School mentoring
program.
Family Promise of Butler County - $7,000 for expenses associated with running
the homeless rehabilitation program.
Franklin Wildcat Band - $11,091 for new raincoats and hats.
Hannah’s Treasure Chest - $7,000 to provide care packages for children including
clothing, books, personal care items.
Middletown Promise - $5,000 for the Future Center at Middletown High School.
WHIIMS - $10,000 to support women living with chronic or catastrophic health issues.

Sleep in Heavenly Peace build

Hannah’s Treasure Chest items

Once again the Middletown Community Foundation would like to thank the following Funds for making our general grant distribution
process possible:
Bessie Weatherwax		
Russell Weatherwax
Frank & Patricia Myers		
Charles & Marian Beck
Lucille Buchanan		
Mrs. Joan Davies
Marianne Dorenbusch		
Jean Dawson Rainey
B.F. & Louise Sawyer		
Etta & David Sebald
Harold Sebald			
Thelma & Bill Meyer
Glen Utterback Estate		
Patricia Baker		
William & Peggy Verity 		
Middletown Salaried Retires of Armco
Arlene Klafter
For all of the good and noble you have done and continue to do for the community, Thank You.

Tell a Friend About MCF
With all of the good and wonderful things the Middletown Community Foundation does,
we want to yell it from the rooftops! Please tell a friend about the Foundation and invite them
to be a member. The more we grow the more we give.

Thank you!

Learning is Part of the Landscape Here
Look no further for your education
needs! Whether it’s one of Miami’s
Regional campuses, Butler Tech or
Cincinnati State there is no shortage of
opportunity for students of every stage
of life.
This young man, Cameron Joseph, has some wonderful
things to say about his experience at Cincinnati State. This is an
excerpt from his Scholarship Renewal essay:
“Over the course of the previous academic year, I completed
schooling at Cincinnati State Technical and Community
College. I was able to graduate from Cincinnati State with an
Associates of Science. I am now able to transfer to a four-year
school where I will be able to finish the required coursework, in
order to obtain a bachelor’s degree.
In all, I spent two years at Cincinnati State and thoroughly
enjoyed my time there as a student. Cincinnati State was
fantastic in providing a great education, with an even
better cost. The smaller class sizes and the personal level of
interaction between the professors and the individual student
was outstanding.
One of the great things about the path that I took at
Cincinnati State was that it prepared me to transfer to a fouryear university. The academic advising team helped to guide
me in choosing course work so that I would be better prepared
to transfer to a four-year university and obtain a bachelor’s
degree. The academic advisors at Cincinnati State are a big
contributing factor to me enjoying my time at Cincinnati State.
Another thing that I enjoyed at Cincinnati State was the
hands-on experiences that they provide their students with.
For instance, over the course of the last year I was able to take
part in a two-part, year-long course. This course dealt with food
production and healthy cooking. Both parts of this course took
place in a culinary lab at Cincinnati State’s main campus. The
culinary labs at Cincinnati State are fully equipped, industrial

kitchens…..This was a great course that enabled each student
to have the opportunity to work hands on with food and to
experience working in a commercial kitchen. Being able to
participate in this course, will be extremely beneficial in my
pursuit of a bachelor’s degree in dietetics.
It is hard to believe that my time there is complete and came
to pass so quickly. However, my journey is not over quite
yet. It is time now for a new chapter in my quest to obtain a
Bachelor’s in Dietetics. This upcoming fall, I will be attending
Miami University.”

…and While We’re on the Subject…

The Middletown Community Foundation is always trying to
take the pulse of the community and the current needs of the
day. One of those needs is workforce development. There is a
labor crisis in this community, and in the country. In talking to
local educators and business owners it came to light that there
is something the Foundation can do to assist with the issue of
preparing laborers for the workforce.
“We have non-traditional adult scholarships that do not get
used to their utmost,” says Traci Barnett, CEO. “We felt that
it was important to put those dollars to use, and to use them
toward educating people for the workforce.”
After conversations with Cincinnati State the Foundation
created the Cincinnati State MCF Adult Learner Scholarship
Fund. This fund is to be utilized by Cincinnati State for
students who they deem to have an appropriate barrier to
school funding.
The Fund is only a couple months old and already the
Foundation has assisted three Cincinnati State students with
needs less than $1,000 each. It simply fills a temporary gap that
keeps the student on track.
We believe this is utilizing dollars in an effective way to
address a very current need. Thank you for your part in
educating the community for the workforce.

Getting to Know the
New Face at the Foundation
If you haven’t visited or called the Foundation recently you may not realize that there is a new employee! Her
name is Sarah Watson and she is learning the ropes from JoAnn Wagner, who is set to retire at the end of this year.
Sarah has worked for 18 years in Administrative and Accounting work. She will take over many of the
Sarah Watson
duties that JoAnn performed as well as some additional responsibilities with accounts payable.
Sarah says she looks forward to working with the community and helping the Foundation with its mission. She says she is
surprised by how well the Foundation staff know its Members and she looks forward to making all of those connections herself.
“We hit the jackpot with Sarah,” says Traci Barnett, CEO. “She is more than qualified, she has a terrific attitude and I have no
doubt that our Members are going to love interacting with her. She came to us highly recommended and we are over the moon we
got her before someone else!”
Sarah and her husband Dave are raising four sons Austin, Alec, Aidan and Blake ranging in age from 10 to 22. She enjoys
volunteering with animals and traveling to the Florida Keys for vacation.
Make sure to say hello and introduce yourself to our new team member!

