
St. Francis de Sales Catholic 
Church 

 Sunday, January 15, 2023  
 

 
 

2000 E Elizabethtown Rd [PO Box 2249] 
Lumberton, NC 28358 
Tel: 910 – 739 – 4723 
Fax: 910 – 739 – 5543 

Email: office@stfrancisdesalescatholic.org 

Website: www.stfrancisdesalescatholic.org 

Temporary Office Hours  
(temporario horarios del oficina) 

Tuesday (martes): 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM [Bilingual]  
closed from (cerrado de) 12:30 AM – 1:30 PM  

Thursday (jueves): 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
closed from (cerrado de) 11:50 AM – 12:50 PM 

 

MASS TIMES (HORARIOS DE MISA)  
 

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday (miercoles, jueves y 
viernes): 12:00 PM 

Saturday (sábado): 5:00 PM [English] 

Sunday (domingo): 9:30 AM [English] 
7:30 AM y 11:30 AM [Español] 

CONFESSION (CONFESIÓN) 

Confession is every Saturday from 3:00 PM – 4:30 PM, or 
by appointment with the Priest. 

La confesión es todos los sábados de 3:00 PM a 4:30 
PM, o con cita previa con el sacerdote. 

LITURGY OF THE WEEKEND 
 

14 SAT Mass 5:00 PM: (+Ellie Bahr) 
 
15 SUN: Misa 7:30 AM:  (+Sandra Joaquin Diaz)  

 
Mass 9:30 AM: (+Sandra Joaquin Diaz) 
 
Misa 11:30 AM: (+Sandra Joaquin Diaz) 

 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

*1st Reading: Is 49:3, 5-6 *Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10 
*2nd Reading: 1 Cor1;1-3 

*Gospel Jn 1:29-34 
 

Gospel Reflection 
 

In today’s Gospel, the testimony of Saint John the 

Baptist proclaims that Jesus, the Son of God, 

comes to take away the sin of the world. Saint 

Francis de Sales remarks: 

 

John the Baptist accepted and proclaimed Jesus as 

the “Son of God.” Others refused to acknowledge 

Jesus as Savior. John the Baptist had great humility. 

The first step into humility is not to seek to be held or 

esteemed for what we are not. John rejected the 

honors and titles offered him. He could have led 

others to himself but instead, he recognized Jesus as 

the Redeemer and pointed others to him. 

 

Now success can be an excellent thing: if we enjoy 

and rejoice in it because it gives glory to God, who 

is the author of our accomplishments. Yet, success 

and ambition are both capable of seducing the 

human heart. Unfortunately, our human nature is all 

too anxious to attract whatever is to its advantage. 

People seek ways to erect idols and images that are 

regarded as gods among them. How many of us are 

greatly taken with worldly elegance, prestige, 

superiority and personages? In this, we act quite 

differently from John the Baptist. His spirit was far 

from that of our times. Walking in humility, he 

accepted the greatness of Our Lord and 

recognized his dependence on the Son of God to 

guide him.  

 

John refused to be moved by pretense. A lover of 

truth, he suffered martyrdom. While we may not be 

called to martyrdom, we ought to have the 

courage to suffer and fight when small temptations 

present themselves. If we wish to enter the combat 

against evil, we must be armed with a humility that 

recognizes our dependence on God’s greatness 

and goodness. If we wish to grow in divine love, let 

us begin by imitating John the Baptist in accepting 

the Master of truth and goodness into our hearts. 

And then, let us lead others to Our Savior: Light to all 

nations.  

 

(Adapted from the writings of Saint Francis de Sales, 

especially The Sermons of St. Francis de Sales on 

Prayer, Edited By: Lewis S. Fiorelli) 
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Segundo Domingo del Tiempo 

Ordinario 
 

Reflexión del Evangelio 
En el Evangelio de hoy, el testimonio de San Juan Bautista 

proclama que Jesús, el Hijo de Dios, viene a quitar el 

pecado del mundo. San Francisco de Sales comenta: 

 

Juan el Bautista aceptó y proclamó a Jesús como el “Hijo 

de Dios”. Otros se negaron a reconocer a Jesús como 

Salvador. Juan el Bautista tenía una gran humildad. El 

primer paso hacia la humildad es no buscar ser tenido o 

estimado por lo que no somos. Juan rechazó los honores 

y títulos que le ofrecieron. Podría haber llevado a otros 

hacia sí mismo, pero en cambio, reconoció a Jesús como 

el Redentor y señaló a otros hacia él. 

 

Ahora bien, el éxito puede ser algo excelente: si lo 

disfrutamos y nos regocijamos porque da gloria a Dios, 

que es el autor de nuestros logros. Sin embargo, tanto el 

éxito como la ambición son capaces de seducir el 

corazón humano. Desafortunadamente, nuestra 

naturaleza humana está demasiado ansiosa por atraer 

cualquier cosa que sea ventajosa para ella. La gente 

busca formas de erigir ídolos e imágenes que son 

considerados dioses entre ellos. ¿Cuántos de nosotros 

estamos muy cautivados por la elegancia, el prestigio, la 

superioridad y los personajes mundanos? En esto, 

actuamos muy diferente a Juan el Bautista. Su espíritu 

distaba mucho del de nuestro tiempo. Caminando en 

humildad, aceptó la grandeza de Nuestro Señor y 

reconoció su dependencia del Hijo de Dios para guiarlo. 

 

John se negó a ser movido por la simulación. Amante de 

la verdad, sufrió el martirio. Si bien es posible que no 

seamos llamados al martirio, debemos tener el coraje de 

sufrir y luchar cuando se presenten pequeñas 

tentaciones. Si deseamos entrar en el combate contra el 

mal, debemos estar armados con una humildad que 

reconozca nuestra dependencia de la grandeza y 

bondad de Dios. Si queremos crecer en el amor divino, 

comencemos por imitar a Juan Bautista acogiendo en 

nuestro corazón al Maestro de la verdad y del bien. Y 

luego, llevemos a otros a Nuestro Salvador: Luz para todas 

las naciones. 

 

(Adaptado de los escritos de San Francisco de Sales, 

especialmente Los sermones de San Francisco de Sales 

sobre la oración, editado por: Lewis S. Fiorelli) 

 

 
 

PARISH FINANCIAL RECORD: 
Epiphany of the Lord 
(January 7/8 2023) 

 
1st Collection: $ 4604.36 
2nd Collection:         $   836.60    

Total:       $ 5441.04    
              [Last Year: $  3262.00 ] 
 

We thank you all for your contributions. Please, remember to send your 

offertory envelope weekly or monthly or give online. Les agradecemos a 

todos por sus contribuciones. Por favor, recuerde enviar su sobre de 

ofertorio semanal o mensualmente o dar en línea 

http://www.stfrancisdesalescatholic.org/online-giving.html 

 

 

 
 

 
LITURGY AND READINGS OF THE WEEK 

        
16 MON: Weekday 

Heb 5:1-10 Ps 110:1, 2, 3. 4 *Mk 2:18-22 
 
17 TUE:  St Anthony (abbot) 

Heb 6;10-20 Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9 &10c *Mk 2:23-28 
 
18 WED: Weekday 

Heb 7:1-3, 15-17  Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4    *Mk 3:1-6 
(+Sandra Joaquin Diaz) 

 
19 THU:  Weekday 

Heb 7:25-8:6 Ps 40:7-8ª,8b-9, 10, 17 *Mk 3:7-12 
(+Ellie Bahr) 

 
20 FRI:  St Fabian (Pope & Martyr / St Sebastian (Martyr) 
Heb 8:6-13 Ps 85:8 & 10, 11-12, 13-14     *Mk 3:13-19 

(+Sandra Joaquin Diaz) 
 
21 SAT:  St Agnes (virgin & martyr) 

Heb 9:2-3, 11-14   Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 *Mk 3:20-21 
 

 
 

January Calendar Meeting / Reunión del 
calendario de enero 

The next Calendar Meeting will be Tuesday, January 17th , 

at 6:30 pm in Graymoor Hall,  If you or your group have a 

function or event you would like to host and DO NOT 

attend this meeting, we cannot guarantee that we will be 

able to accommodate your scheduled date or time. / La 

próxima reunión del calendario será el martes 17 de 

enero a las 6:30 p. m. en Graymoor Hall. Si usted o su 

grupo tienen una función o evento que les gustaría 

organizar y NO asisten a esta reunión, no podemos 

garantizar que podamos para acomodar su fecha u hora 

programada 

 
 

http://www.stfrancisdesalescatholic.org/online-giving.html


PARISH COUNCIL MEETING / Reunión del 
Consejo Pastoral 

The next Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for this 

Wednesday, January 18, at 6:30 pm in the Social Hall. 

Reunión del Consejo Pastoral este miércoles 18 de enero 

a las 6:30 pm en el salón social. 

 

  
 

Due to the holiday season, the Social Ministry Team turned in 

donations a little bit early.  If more donations are collected, they 

will also be turned in and added to December’s total count, 

however, as of right now, a total of 407 lbs was turned in! Thank 

you SO much for your donations, especially during these difficult 

times. As a reminder, there are boxes by the main entrance and 

Gift Shop entrance of our Church where you can place any 

items you would like to donate.   

  
Debido a la temporada navideña, el Equipo de Ministerio Social 

entregó las donaciones un poco antes. Si se recolectan más 

donaciones, también se entregarán y se agregarán al conteo total 

de diciembre; sin embargo, a partir de ahora, ¡se entregaron un 

total de 407 libras! Muchas gracias por sus donaciones, 

especialmente durante estos tiempos difíciles. Como recordatorio, 

hay cajas en la entrada principal y en la entrada de la tienda de 

regalos de nuestra iglesia donde puede colocar cualquier artículo 

que desee donar.  

 

 
Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners 

(Se solicitan sus oraciones para la siguiente lista de 
feligreses): 

Sick and Homebound:  

 
Nursing Homes:  

 
 

Recently Departed (Recientemente Fallecido):  

***SFDS Feast Day Celebration*** 
Our annual Feast Day Celebration for St Francis de Sales is 

quickly approaching!  Our celebration begins NEXT 

Sunday, at 10:30 am in the Bill Sap Recreation Center.  This 

year we are asking that you help PLEASE help us by having 

each family bring one dish that is enough to feed 10 

people.  Lunch will follow Mass, and as soon as everyone 

has had the chance to eat, the celebration will conclude 

with music and dancing. We invite you to learn more 

about Saint Francis, Saint Jane, and Salesian Spirituality by 

reading DeSales Weekly and visiting The Oblates of St 

Francis de Sales Jubilee Page : Feast Day & Jubilee 

Celebrations Across the Provinces! — Oblates of St. 

Francis de Sales 

 

http://www.usccb.org/latin-america
http://www.usccb.org/latin-america
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***Celebración del día festivo de 
SFDS*** 

 
¡Nuestra celebración anual del Día de la Fiesta de 

San Francisco de Sales se acerca rápidamente! 

Nuestra celebración comienza el PRÓXIMO 

domingo a las 10:30 am en el Centro Recreativo Bill 

Sap. Este año le pedimos que ayude POR FAVOR 

ayúdenos haciendo que cada familia traiga un 

plato que sea suficiente para alimentar a 10 

personas. El almuerzo seguirá a la Misa, y tan pronto 

como todos hayan tenido la oportunidad de comer, 

la celebración terminará con música y baile. . Le 

invitamos a aprender más sobre San Francisco, 

Santa Juana y la Espiritualidad Salesiana leyendo 

DeSales Weekly y visitando la Página de Jubileo de 

los Oblatos de San Francisco de Sales: Feast Day & 

Jubilee Celebrations Across the Provinces! — Oblates of 

St. Francis de Sales 

 
to everyone celebrating their birthday this week! (¡Feliz 

cumpleaños a todos ustedes que celebran sus cumpleaños 

esta semana!) 

January 15-21, 2023 

Davod Alegria, Concepsion Sanchez, Jose Uraga 

Garcia, Gloria Lucente, Perlita Baltazar, Virginia 

(“Ginny”) Walton 

 
 

ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF THE LEGACY OF DR. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

 

Monday, January 16, 2023 - 12:00 PM - 01:00 PM 

Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral 

 

Join the Diocesan celebration at the Annual Mass 

commemorating the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

promoting justice for social issues. Event is open to the 

public. 

 

Celebrant: Bishop Luis Rafael Zarama 

Homilist: Reverend Carl Gales, SVD, Archdiocese of 

Chicago 

 

Please bring disposable diapers, in the original, 

unopened packaging for the service project benefitting 

Catholic Charities. 

 

Pro-Life Events 
The 2023 Rally and March For Life Wilmington will be 

February 25 at Long Leaf Park, shelter #6. Ample parking 

available at shelter #4/5 and by the baseball fields. Rain 

or shine. Some seating available. Speakers will be Dr. Bill 

Pincus, President of NC Right To Life; Suzanne and Rachel 

Guy of 40 Days for Life. For more info, contact 

wilmingtonnc4life@gmail.com.  

 

Is your marriage going down the right road . . . or is it a 

little off track? Life can be difficult, and so can the 

challenges you face in marriage. 

Does the distance between you seem wide? Are you 

already separated? Looking for a better way? 

Retrouvaille can help and offers hope for a better 

relationship. Retrouvaille is a peer ministry of volunteer 

couples that can help you learn the tools of healthy 

communication, build intimacy and heal, just as they 

have done in their own marriages. Retrouvaille is 

Christian-based, and Catholic in origin, but welcomes 

couples of all faiths as well as non-religious couples. 

Retrouvaille can help get your relationship back on 

track. For more information about an upcoming 

Retrouvaille Weekend program in Raleigh on February 

10-12, 2023, for couples, email retrouvaillenc@msn.com, 

call (434) 793-0242 or visit our website: 

www.HelpOurMarriage.com 

https://www.oblates.org/updates/double-jubilee
https://www.oblates.org/updates/double-jubilee
https://www.oblates.org/updates/double-jubilee
mailto:wilmingtonnc4life@gmail.com
mailto:retrouvaillenc@msn.com
http://www.helpourmarriage.com/

