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Why are there banners and why are the colors always changing? 
Have you ever noticed that there are banners and other cloth items on the altar and at the pulpit? 
Have you ever wondered why they are always changing?? 
Have you ever realized worship has it’s own set of vocabulary???

During the different “church seasons” throughout the year the chancel is decorated differently. 
Now wait.. what’s a chancel? 
The chancel is the area of the sanctuary near the altar, typically where clergy and musicians sit, and typically separated from the nave by steps or a railing.
Okay.. but now wait, what on earth is a nave!? 
The nave is the central part of the sanctuary, where the congregation sits for worship. 
Now that that’s out of the way, lets take a look at what paraments are being used today. 
BUT WAIT! What is a parament?! 
The paraments are the banners or cloth items that are on the altar, pulpit and/or lectern. 
[image: Image result for pulpit clipart]While we’re at it: the altar is the table of the Lord, which we are all invited to, to dine with 
God. At the altar the bread and wine are consecrated (blessed) and in receiving this body 
and blood of Christ, the Triune God works within us. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The pulpit in many traditional Lutheran sanctuaries, is a semi-circle nook that sits high up 
[image: Image result for lectern clipart]for all to see and there the message is preached. (HTLC does not have this) 
The lectern (which we do have) is a tall stand with a sloping top to hold a book 
or notes, and from which someone, typically a preacher or lecturer, can read 
while standing up.

	Paraments "clothe" or "vest" the central furnishings in the chancel. A parament also usually adorns the pulpit. Sometimes a parament is hung from the lectern, if there is one. Paraments are in the color of the day. The colors serve to adorn the worship space, and to call attention to the nature of the season or festival being celebrated. Today the color of the day is green. Green is used, to indicate our growth in faith as we follow the teachings and ministry of Christ. In two weeks, on Christ the King Sunday, the final day of the church year, paraments will be white; a festive color suggesting light, joy, and the celebration of our Lord.
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