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Fathers are the biggest source of strength for a child. The innocent eyes of a child perceive father as the all
-powerful, most knowledge, truly affectionate and the most important person in the family. For daughters,
fathers are the first men they adore and fall in love with. While for sons their fathers are the strongest person they know and someone they aspire to emulate. Even for the grownups fathers are someone whom
they look up to for the most experienced and honest advice that is always in the best of our interest. For
this great figure in our life that we know as father - it becomes our utmost duty to pay our humblest tribute
on the occasion of Father's Day.
Say Thanks to Dad on Father's Day
Children blessed with a loving father should consider themselves fortunate. For, they have someone to
take care of their needs and interests. Someone to stop them when they are diverting to a wrong path and
guide them on a road to success and virtue. For many of us fathers have always been there to solve our
innumerous mathematics and science problems and explain the same formula hundredth time or better still
until it is understood by us. Fathers would never ever give a smallest of hint to let us know how hard they
work to take care of our needs and fulfill even the most whimsical of demands... For all their adorable
scolding and affectionate punishments we all owe a big thanks to our Dads.
Celebrate Father's Day with Dad
We must make all efforts to celebrate Father's Day with our Dad. Children staying away from father must
especially strive to spend the day with father and show gratitude for all their support and love. We must
pamper father by spending the day in a manner he likes most. It could be going out for a picnic or indulging
him with a gourmet meal. We can also express love with thoughtful gifts accompanied by a bouquet of his
favorite flowers. The idea is to show our affection and tell Daddy how much he is loved and appreciated not
just on Father's Day but every single day of our lives.

FIRST LUTHERAN PILLAGER COUNCIL
Council Meeting Tuesday, April 10, 2018

Called to Order at 6:30 p.m.

Present: Linda Bentler, Julie Warren,
Rosie Harmsen, Shirley Smith,
Jennifer Fundine, Darlene Zabel,
Jim Ausland, Don Oslowski,
Tammy Barnett, and Pastor John

Opening Prayer given by Pastor John

Guest: Glenn (Gary) Pilgrim

Pastor’s Report
Reviewed Pastor’s report. This report is available for anyone to view if interested. Council discussed the community service on July 15 th.
First Lutheran will be doing the whole service this year. Baccalaureate is May 23 rd. Pastor will ask Jennifer Fundine’s son, Anthony, if he
would like to speak that evening. Linda Bentler motioned to approve Pastor’s report, seconded by Jennifer Fundine. Motion carried.
Secretary’s Report
The minutes from the March 13, 2018, Council meeting were reviewed. Motion to accept the Secretary’s report by Shirley Smith, seconded by Rosie Harmsen. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report
Reviewed treasurer’s report for March 2018. Motion to accept the Treasurer’s reports by Julie Warren, seconded by Darlene Zabel. Motion carried. Tammy Barnett brought forward a notice from the Worker’s Compensation Insurance Co. asking if we would like to continue
our coverage as is, or if we would like to settle claims ourselves and then be reimbursed by the company. A motion was made by Jennifer
Fundine to keep it as is, seconded by Shirley Smith. Motion carried.
Committee Reports
*Worship/Music: No report.
*Communications: There will not be a newsletter for April. Possibly, there may be an April/May newsletter.
*Hospitality: All is going well.
*Sanctuary: No report.
*Facilities/Building: Still could use more people to sign up for cleaning. New outdoor mats have been purchased and donated by Bob and
Rosie Harmsen. Thank you!!
*Youth/Family: Classes are starting again as Lenten Services are done. Bob Harmsen has volunteered to cook for the meal for the Confirmation class on May 16th. All confirmands will be confirmed on May 20th.
*Nominating Committee: Pastor John, Jim Ausland, Julie Warren, and Linda Bentler will be the nominating committee.
*Negotiating Committee: No report.
*Welcome/Visitor’s Committee: No report.
*Missions: New projects? Quilts will be given to our graduates again this year. Date for recognition of seniors to be decided yet as it falls
on Memorial Day weekend.
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Old Business:
* Facility Use Policy – The Facility Use Policy was again reviewed. After discussion, a motion was made by Rosie Harmsen to leave
as written, but change “Policy” to “Guidelines.” This was seconded by Shirley Smith. Motion carried.
* Pastor will announce in church a reminder to check on individuals who may need rides to attend church. Volunteers are needed
to help give rides to those who no longer drive. Pastor will make a list along with phone numbers so volunteers can contact the
individuals to set up dates and times for rides.
New Business:
* With the loss of Dave Vieths as Council President, Jim Ausland will move into the President’s position. A new Vice President is
needed. Darlene Zabel nominated Shirley Smith for the position, seconded by Linda Bentler. Motion carried. Thank you, Jim and
Shirley!!
* Dave’s council position needs to be filled so there is an odd number of council members. Rosie Harmsen nominated Glenn (Gary)
Pilgrim to fill this position, seconded by Linda Bentler. Motion carried. Thank you, Glenn!!
Adjourned: A motion to adjourn was made by Glenn Pilgrim, seconded by Don Oslowski. Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Our 2018 Graduates!
Congratulations to Anthony Jensen, Levi Nagel,
Tanner Swenson, and Aaron Klein. They received
the quilts from the Quilting Ladies!

Happy Father's Day
A Dad is a person
who is loving and kind,
And often he knows
what you have on your mind.
He's someone who listens,
suggests, and defends.
A dad can be one
of your very best friends!
He's proud of your triumphs,
but when things go wrong,
A dad can be patient
and helpful and strong
In all that you do,
a dad's love plays a part.
There's always a place for him
deep in your heart.
And each year that passes,
you're even more glad,
More grateful and proud
just to call him your dad!
Thank you, Dad...
for listening and caring,
for giving and sharing,
but, especially, for just being you!
Happy Father's Day.

Author Unknown
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Our condolences go to the family of Dave Vieths
Dave Alan Vieths, age 68, resident of Pillager, passed away on
Thursday, March 22, 2018, in the Honduras.
Dave was born to Harry and Ellen Vieths in Goodhue,
Minnesota on April 23, 1949. Dave attended St. John’s
Parochial Elementary and Goodhue High School. He graduated
from high school in 1967. He attended Mankato State University
and Winona State University. Dave graduated from Winona
State University in 1972 with an English, Speech, and Theater
Arts Degree.
Dave and Connie moved to Pillager in the fall of 1973 where Dave accepted a teaching position at
the Pillager Public School system. He taught there for 36 years. He directed many school plays, one
acts, and community plays at Pillager. He was the girls’ softball coach for many years. Dave was a
director and actor in many plays in the Pequot Lakes, Staples, and Brainerd area. He served on the
Pillager Fire Department for 29 years. He was a member of the City Council. Dave did voice over for
commercials, was featured as a model in some written advertisements, was in a Home Depot TV
ad, and he was proud to be in a movie “Tilt”. He played many roles in his church. He was Council
President, in the choir, gave Children’s sermons, and helped to run the media system. He loved
working on his lawn and was known for his gardening which he shared with his daughter-in-law
Canndi. Dave loved being a husband, father, and grandfather. Dave owned and operated a painting
business which he shared with his son, Bryan.
He is survived by his wife Connie of 45 years, sons, Bryan (Canndi) of Pillager, Brad (Brenda) of
Duluth, and Kevin (Marit) of Portland, Oregon. He has 4 granddaughters, Hannah, Chelsea, Megan,
and Ivy. Sisters-in-law and brothers-in-law are Eileen and Brian McConnell of Minneapolis and Les
and Bonnie Kroeger of Vienna, Virginia. He will be missed by many family and friends. Dave is
preceded in death by his parents.
Funeral services for Dave will be held on Friday, April 20, at 11 am at the First Lutheran Church in
Pillager. Visitation will be held on Thursday evening from 5-7 at the church and one hour before his
service. Burial will be in Wildwood Cemetery in Pillager.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations in memory of Dave may be made to the Pillager Area Fire
Department, Pillager, Minnesota.

Our sympathies, thoughts and prayers
go out to the family of Ralland
Christiansen
Ralland Christiansen passed away at his home on April 24th. He is
survived by his son Erik, daughter in-law Tonya, and grandchildren
Services for Ralland will be held Tuesday, May 1st at the First Lutheran
Church of Pillager. Visitation is at 10:00 am with the service to follow at
11:00 am. Arrangements have been entrusted to Brenny Funeral
Chapel in Baxter, MN.

4

Thoughts and prayers go out to Ada Kelling’s
family.
Ada Josephine Kelling
January 12, 1940 - June 02, 2018
Ada Josephine (Dahlin) Kelling, 78, of Pillager, passed away Saturday, June 2, 2018 at Essentia Health
– St. Joseph’s Medical Center in Brainerd after a long battle with cancer.
A Memorial Service will be held at 1:00 PM, Friday, June 8, 2018 at Lord of Life Lutheran Church in
Baxter. Family and friends are welcome to gather one hour prior to services.
Ada was born January 12, 1940, in Atwater, the daughter of Arthur and Harriet (Segerstrom)
Dahlin. Ada held many jobs outside of her home, but being a mom and grandma was near and dear to
her heart. She liked listening to the birds will working in the garden. She was a member of Grange for
many years and enjoyed her time their visiting with lots of folks. She also did the books for the Lake
Hubert Grange for 35 years. Ada was a member of Lord of Life Church where she quilted and made
mittens for the Mitten Tree. She loved her family and she will be missed.
Ada is survived by her husband, Kenneth; son, Bob Kelling; daughters, Gail Massie and Karen (Henry)
Raynor; grandchildren, Jazmin and Jade Massie, Amanda, Ryan, Kris and Nic Raynor; greatgranddaughter, Zaylee Massie; siblings, Marie DeFries, Emily (Ray) Murdock, Pearl Farber, Helen
(Lee) James, Inez (Lyle) Ashbaugh, and Harry (Judy) Dahlin; and sister-in-law, Joann Dahlin. She was
preceded in death by an infant daughter; her parents; and brother, Joe.
In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred.

Do you enjoy having treats with
our Sunday coffee? Please
consider bringing treats to be
shared. Please let Rosie know
what Sunday you would like to
bring treats. It is not right to
have a few people always
providing the goodies when we
have so many great bakers in
our congregation. It would be
sad if all we had is coffee and
If anyone is interested in purchasing
nothing for our sweet tooth!!
one of our beautiful quilts that the
Quilting Ladies have made, please
contact Rosie or one of the Quilting
Ladies!!! Quilting Ladies will be
taking the summer off!!!!!

We will be having our Annual Garage
Sale on July 12, 13, 14. Please have your
items to the church by July 11 so that we
can get things set up for the sale. So
please save those clean and usable
items to donate to the garage sale.
Please help by donating items and of
course coming and buying those
treasures!!

Miss a Sunday? Want to hear Pastor John’s Sermon? You can do that!!! Just log in to our
church WEBSITE: firstlutheranpillager.net Click on audio and pick the sermon you want
to listen to!!!!
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PLEASE KEEP THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
THOSE WHO ARE ILL OR IN THE HOSPITAL

PEOPLE IN THE MILITARY

Eva Mudgett (leukemia)
Lindsey Kennedy (cancer)
Mason VanVickle (cancer)
Beverly Williams (sister-in-law of Glenn and
Louise Pilgrim)

Jennifer Vasquez (Navy) Don and Sharon
Gehrke’s daughter
Isaac Jacobson (Navy)
Aaron Jacobson (Navy)
Chad Hagg (army) Son of Arlene Hagg and
nephew of Eileen Ausland
Joseph DeLude (Navy) grandson of Don DeLude

UPDATING
If the military, those who are ill or in the hospital, or
people in nursing homes is not up to date or if
names need to be added or deleted, please
contact Sharon Gehrke so that these lists can be
updated. Thanks
PRAYER CHAIN

PEOPLE IN NURSING AND

ASSISTED LIVING HOME
Diamond Willow

Edgewood Vista

Sally Pofahl
Riverside Assisted Living

When you need prayer support, there is a
group at our church who will pray diligently for
whatever the need is. Please call Marlene
Lindeman at 218-746-3541.

Irene Pietz
Barb Reimer
Ken Kelling

Betty Simons
Harmony House/Brainerd
Char Brattlund

SEND A CARD!!!
Please take time to send a card to the people who are serving our country, who are ill or in the hospital, and
people in nursing homes and assisting living homes. This would mean so much to them to hear from their
church family.

EMN2 JACOBSON, ISAAC A.
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER UNI-100236 BOX 4439
FPO AE 09532

Please send a card to Isaac and
Aaron. They would love to hear from you!!!!

HN JACOBSON, AARON L.
3RD LAR BN H&S BAS
TWENTYNINE PALMS, CA 92278-8272
Check out our Website at
Church Council
President: Jim Ausland
Vice President: Shirley Smith

Pastor John Dinkins
717 River Street South
Pillager, MN 56473

Secretary: Julie Warren
Linda Bentler, Jennifer Fundine, Rosie
Harmsen, Don Oslowski, Gary Pilgrim,
Darlene Zabel

Office 218-746-3775
Pastor 218-746-3750
E-mail: firstluth@brainerd.net

firstlutheranpillager.net
We also have a Facebook page
to check out!!!! Please free to
post anything or post comments!!! Facebook page search
type in First Lutheran Pillager
and this should take you to the
page.
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Congratulations to our Confirmands, Jada Bentson, Chris
Gratke, and Madalynn Jansen, as they continue on in their
faith journey.
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