THE WESTMINSTER STANDARD

OCTOBER 2018

Dear Church Family,
The book of Genesis opens with two creation stories (one in Genesis 1:1-2:3 and the other in Genesis 2:4-24). While both stories
aﬃrm God as creator, there are noticeable diﬀerences between them. William Brown in his book, The Seven Pillars of Creation,
particularly notes how the two creation stories diﬀerently describe the origin of human beings. Specifically, in Genesis 1:26-27,
we read that human beings are made in the image of God (imago Dei). That means there is something of God’s own essence
and spark within us. That sets us apart from all other creatures. In contrast, in Genesis 2:7, we read that human beings are
created out of the dust of the ground. This is the same ground that is used to create all other animals. That means there is a
common “earthiness” that connects us to all other life.
For Brown, these diﬀerent creation stories help identify two roles that we as human beings are meant to have. On the one
hand, created in the image of God means we are to exercise dominion over the earth as we care for it. This is “kingship.” On
the other hand, created from the dust means we are also one with the earth and its creatures. We share
life with them. This is “kinship.” According to Brown, both kingship and kinship are needed if we
are to be faithful stewards of creation. Kingship alone leads to exploitation and subjugation of
the earth. Kinship alone devalues human ingenuity and creativity.
While I found Brown’s thoughts helpful, I wonder if there is also a pastoral component to how
these two stories might work together to keep us with a proper perspective of who we are as
human beings. Specifically, if we have grown prideful to the point of arrogance, with a lack of
respect for the world around us and for the people who surround us, then Genesis 2 can help us
remember rightly that we are made out of the same dust that also produced birds and
horses, donkeys and dogs. However, if we have begun to think we are not worth much
and are nothing special, perhaps that’s when Genesis 1 could remind us of the truth. We
are not nothing. We are unique in creation. We are made in the very image of God.
Yours in Christ,

September Attendance

Dear Westminster Family,
On behalf of the Burke family, please accept my sincere
appreciation and gratitude for the kindness and sympathy
expressed by members of Westminster Presbyterian
Church on the passing of my father, Jack F. Burke, Jr. Your
love and support has meant so much to our family.

2nd 104
9th 142

Thank you especially for loving my mother. Her church
home means so much to her and we are grateful to you.

16th 139

With sincere gratitude,

23rd 118

Allen N. Burke
www.westminster-hattiesburg.com

30th 120
Wes Brooks, Editor

1

THE WESTMINSTER STANDARD

OCTOBER 2018

A Word From the Director of Discipleship
October is shaping up to be a busy month for the life of Westminster. Take a look at a few of the
things we have scheduled!
The New Beginnings group will be meeting twice in October. Our first event will be the annual
Haydel Intergenerational bonfire and cookout in Petal (45 Moss Lane - next door to the Suttle’s), on
Sunday, October 5. The evening will begin at 5 p.m. and everyone is asked to bring a side dish or
dessert. This will be for our children, youth, and their families also. It is a fun night of fun, fellowship,
food, and s'mores!
On Thursday, October 18, the New Beginnings group will meet at the church to leave at 9:30 a.m. for
the Lauren Rogers Museum of Art in Laurel. We will be visiting the Da Vinci Machines exhibit. After our
tour of the museum, we will enjoy a dutch treat lunch in downtown Laurel. If you are interested in this trip, please contact Martha
in the church oﬃce.
The Wednesday night dinner program is oﬀ to a good start. Our children have been working hard in choir with Micheal Ginn, the
youth have been studying wisdom in the Bible with Christopher, and our adults have enjoyed a variety of programs. Beginning
Wednesday, October 10th, the adults will meet with Tommy in Montague Hall for a three week series entitled How Our Church
Family Works. Kid's choir, youth, and adult programming begins immediately alter dinner which begins at 5:30. Wednesday night
October 3rd will be a special night. The Living Rivers of the World crew will be on hand to prepare for us a Salvadorian meal,
and will then talk to us about the clean water projects our church supports in El Salvador.
Trunk or Treat! October 31
Everyone is invited to park in the parking lot of WPC, decorate their cars, set up games and pass out candy to our kids! Kids will
dress in their costumes and Trick or Treat at our members’ cars. The Men of the Church will cook burgers and dogs and the
Deacons will provide the sides and the fixings! This is a really great night of fellowship for our church family; please make sure to
attend and decorate a trunk!
Youth and Children
The youth and children of Westminster have been meeting each Sunday night at the church from 5:00 until 6:30 for games,
study, and dinner. Each group—children, Jr. High, and Sr. High—are divided into study groups led by Christopher, Tommy, and
volunteers. Members of the church organized by our Fellowship Committee have been providing meals. If you are interested in
joining us, we would love to see you there!
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Seven ladies from WPC attended the Fall Gathering of PW in Presbytery of Mississippi held September 22 at Prospect
Presbyterian Church in Meridian. Tom Sikes is currently serving as pastor there, and he shared a beautiful devotional with the
group. It was wonderful to see him and hear that this small church is now growing. The Fall Gathering provides an opportunity
for PW groups to receive information about projects and programs for the coming year including mission opportunities. This
year they have accepted a new mission challenge: to raise $7,500 over the coming year for Mission Haven. Recognizing the
great value of the work being done by our missionaries, PW accepted this challenge to help with the much needed renovations
of the bathroom and kitchen in Apartment 2-B, the unit at Mission Haven our presbytery is partnered with. Although the other
rooms of this unit were renovated in 2014, these two important rooms are original to the building which was erected in 1953,
and they are in dire need of updating. The comfortable and attractive housing Mission Haven provides is greatly appreciated by
those who stay there as expressed by Randy and Deanna Harrison, missionaries who will soon return to Ivory Coast and who
are staying in a recently renovated apartment. They write, “On this visit, we were overwhelmed by the incredible kitchen and
bathroom renovations. What a diﬀerence it has made. Thanks to the Presbyterian Women for this ministry.” In oﬀering
hospitality, housing, clothing, prayers to these partners in mission, we touch the whole world. We will provide updates on our
progress as they become available.

A.I.M. is not a formal organization, but rather a network of mission-minded, loving, servant leaders. Most of the participants are
lay people, men and women and college students who are saying “Yes” to God’s call to reach the nations by serving those He
brings to our community. The work is coordinated using Facebook groups, one for A.I.M. members and a separate group,
“iFriends,” for interacting with International Students. There are over 500 International Students here at Southern Miss and
William Carey University, as well as visiting scholars, and they have more needs than any one group can meet, so every group
can have a part in meeting the needs, making friends, and helping them to feel at home in our community. This loving service
brings glory to Christ and reveals God’s love to the World. If you’d like to get involved, please talk with Martha Ann Hogrefe or
Kathy Pope (kathycpope@gmail.com, 601-402-4482).
www.westminster-hattiesburg.com
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WELCOME NEW SCHOLARSHIP SINGERS!
Haley Chapman is a candidate for a Master of Music degree
in Choral Conducting at USM. Originally from Jacksonville, Fl
she earned a Bachelor of Music Education degree from
Georgia Southern in Statesboro. Haley founded Southern
Sirens, the women’s jazz ensemble at Georgia Southern,
and is currently co-directing Southern BelleTones at USM.
Haley has directed choirs with members from ages 6-60, and served as choirmaster for Statesboro Community
Choir’s performance of Handel’s Messiah. She enjoys singing jazz tunes with big bands and playing the harp.
Joshua Cook is pursuing a Doctor of Musical Arts in Choral Conducting at USM, where he is graduate assistant
for Spirit of Southern and the USM Concert Choir. He holds a Master’s in Choral Conducting and a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Music from Georgia Southern University. Before moving to Mississippi, Josh was the Music
Minister and Director of Choirs at First Baptist Church in Claxton, Georgia. He also taught private lessons in
guitar, bass guitar, and voice in Statesboro. Josh has a wide range of experience in vocal performance, from
opera to musical theatre. Josh was a founding member and later director of Southern Gentlemen, the
barbershop ensemble at Georgia Southern, and served as the choirmaster for Southern Chorale there. He also
enjoys directing musical theatre. His most recent credits include Guys and Dolls and Chicago.
Kaitlin Walley is a vocal music education major at USM with plans to graduate in May 2019. She grew up in New
Orleans and in Ocean Springs, where both her
parents were musicians. Kaitlin has also played
French horn for many years and was formerly a horn
performance major at USM. The family moved to
Hattiesburg several years ago, and her mother is
currently the choral director at Columbia High School
while her father is Minister of Music at Main Street
Baptist Church. Kaitlin's dad, J.R. Walley, was a
scholarship singer at Westminster during his
undergraduate study. Kaitlin is engaged to Dakota
Brown and plans to marry in November. You may
have noticed Dakota in the congregation on Sundays.
He will join the military in January, and after basic
training will leave Mississippi for his first posting.

www.westminster-hattiesburg.com
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Thank you, Connie!
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Here’s a riddle for you: What do Jeanne Herring, Martha
Ann Hogrefe, Althea Jerome and Robin Roberts have in
common? They’re all in the choir, right? They were also in
the choir when Connie and Robin Roberts moved to
Hattiesburg. Margaret Roberts was a toddler, and Katie
was born a while after that. Robin had a new job in Larry
Gunn’s law practice. Connie started working on a doctoral
degree at USM. Several months after they became
members at Westminster, Connie became the choir
director. Graham Purkerson was our organist at the time.
Lest you lose interest in this long-ago history, let’s think
about what it means to serve in music ministry, and what it
has meant to Westminster. In 1988, we were very
fortunate to employ someone with extensive music
training and a few years experience as a choir director.
Connie also happened to be young, and a devoted
follower of Christ. She has never treated her service to
Westminster as a “job.” Rather, she studies the lectionary
readings and selects anthems and special service music
to fit each season of the church year, making sure that
hymns and choral music are fully integrated into the
theme of each worship service. She works with Randall
and Christopher weeks in advance to plan services. Each
week, she leads choir practice, where we rehearse anthems for the next six to eight weeks. There is a lot of behind-thescenes work associated with maintaining a church choir and preparing the music for worship. Yet, when it’s time for choir
practice, or when people are trickling in to put on their choir robes on Sunday morning, she greets everyone with a smile,
and keeps us focused on our main task—glorifying God through music and worship.
Over the years, Connie has invited students from William Carey University and the University of Southern Mississippi to
join our choir. These students receive a small stipend—and much more. They interact with our choir and congregation;
they add musical support to our choir while experiencing the joy and fellowship of a church choir. They experience the
blessings of being a part of a church family at an important time in their lives. Some of them have become members of
Westminster through this experience. Others have gone on to careers in church music.

For thirty years, our congregation has witnessed first-hand what eﬀective music ministry looks
like. Connie, we are grateful for your service, and we pray that God will continue to bless your
music ministry among us in the coming years.
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OCTOBER
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

2
9:30 AM PW
Coordinating Team
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

3
5:30 PM Family Night
Supper
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir Practice

4
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s
12:00 PM ShareCare

5

6

7
WORLD COMMUNION
SUNDAY
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
5:00 PM Grades K-12

8

9
9:30 AM Circle 1
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study
7:00 PM Circle 2

10
5:30 PM Family Night
Supper
6:00 PM Circle 3
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir Practice

11
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

12

13
8:00 AM MOC
Breakfast

14
8:30 AM Growing
Spiritually
Committee
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Diaconate
5:00 PM
Intergenerational
Cookout

15

16
11:00 AM PW Prayer
Ministry
12:00 PM Brown Bag

17
4:30 PM
Administration
Meeting
5:30 PM Family Night
Supper
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir

18
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s
9:30 AM New
Beginnings Trip to
LRMA

19

20

21
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 PM Session
3:00 PM
Meistersingers
Concert
5:00 PM Grades K-12

22

23
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

24
5:30 PM Family Night
Supper
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir

25
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

26

28
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
5:00 PM Grades K-12

29

30
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

31
5:30 PM TRUNK OR
TREAT
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir
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Thursday

Friday

Saturday

USM GAME
YOUTH PARKING
LOT FUNDRAISER
LOT OPENS
3:00 PM

27
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