Forest Grove Board of Fire Commissioners
December 26, 2017 - Meeting Minutes
1. Call to Order at 19:00.
1. Members Present
X Andrew Bellone Jr. - Chairman
__ Samuel Scapellato - Co Chairman
X Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj - Secretary
X Thomas Bellone Sr. - Treasurer
__ Vacant – To be filled ASAP
Public Present & Others:
Mark Mastro – Fire Company President
Doug Perry – Fire Company Trustee

2. Reading of the minutes of the previous meeting
A motion to accept minutes as read was made by Thomas Bellone Sr. and seconded by Andrew
Bellone Jr. No changes to be made.

3. Communications
The Board received a copy of a notice that the JIF Insurance Fund had sent the Township of
Franklin notifying that the Board would not be entering into the Joint Insurance Fund and that
the members of the Forest Grove Volunteer Fire Company would cease to have workers
compensation coverage effective January 1st, 2018 @ 12:01 am.
As a point of order – this notice was simply a matter of record. The Board of Fire
Commissioners has privately procured workers compensation insurance for all members of the
Forest Grove Volunteer Fire Company. Please refer below to New Business. If there are any
questions, please contact the Board Secretary.
The Board received a copy of the completed Financial Disclosure Form for Samuel Scapellato.
Resignation letter from Scoff Graiff was received.
E-mail from Ed Paul delaying the adoption of the new budget was received.

4. Bills against the Commission (refer to file for list of all bills paid)
A motion to pay all bills was made by Mykola Myronowskyj and was seconded by Andrew
Bellone Jr.
Please refer to the attached report.
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5. Treasurers Report
The Board received the refund check in the amount of $6,000.00 from First Priority. This refund
was due to certain gold-leaf work that was not completed per the contract. These funds will be
immediately assigned for equipment purchases that may be needed for the new rescue truck.
The Board received a check in the amount of $1,136.48 from the Township of Franklin. This
check is for the supplemental fire services grant.
A motion to accept Treasurers report as read was made by Mykola Myronowskyj and was
seconded by Andrew Bellone Jr.

6. Old Business
The refund due to the Board for gold-leaf work that was not done per the contract with First
Priority. First Priority had challenged the Board regarding the overpayment and how the
overpaid funds will be used. Mykola contacted First Priority and after a lengthy discussion with
the Vice President, First Priority has agreed that the refund was due and will return the
overpayment. The Board received the refund check in the amount of $6,000.00 from First
Priority. This refund was due to certain gold-leaf work that was not completed per the contract.
These funds will be immediately assigned for equipment purchases that may be needed for the
new rescue truck.
The final deliverable from First Priority is the breakdown of the funds that were used for the
mounting of the tools and equipment. Mykola has been assured that thus breakdown is being
updated and will be sent to the Board as soon as it is completed. Once we have received this
breakdown, all outstanding items will be delivered and the file for the KME Rescue truck can be
considered closed.
There is still as $2,500.00 grant that was received that was not applied. The Board believes that
the funds were for the replacement SCBA’s, or for the purchase of the SCBA fit testing machine.
The Board forwarded the funds in advance of the grant to pay for the SCBA’s. The grant should
have been applied to that expenditure. Thomas Bellone Sr. went through the records to determine
if this is correct. Thomas was unable to confirm if these funds were for the SCBA grant. Thomas
Bellone Sr. contacted Ed Paul (auditor) for direction on how to move forward. According to
Thomas Bellone Sr. we are waiting to hear back from Ed Paul.
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6. Old Business continued
There were 2 small amounts of money that will be moved to clear completed projects. One
amount from the capital improvement project that was completed in the amount of $16.05 and
one amount in the amount of $2.36 from debt service. These amounts will be transferred to the
general fund balance. Since the projects are closed, there is no need to leave these funds on those
line items.
The finance committee re-reviewed the lease proposal and re-resubmitted a new lease proposal
with an actual lease agreement to the Board. The Board reviewed the lease proposal and found
that there was specific language within the lease that we could not agree to.
The Board has decided that we will not be entering the JIF insurance program for workman’s
compensation insurance for the fire company. The Board felt that the information that we
received was not sufficient to enter into the JIF insurance program. We have budgeted in 2018 to
purchase our own workman’s compensation insurance through our insurance company. The
Board has agreed that we will revisit this issue next year, once we have better information and
input from the fire companies that have entered into the JIF program.

7. New Business
A resolution was made by the Board of Fire Commissioners to transfer the 2 small amounts
totaling $18.41 to the general fund balance. One amount from the capital improvement project
that was completed in the amount of $16.05 and one amount in the amount of $2.36 from debt
service. Recorded voting of the resolution is as follows:
Andrew Bellone Jr. – Chairman - Aye
Samuel Scapellato - Co Chairman – Not present
Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj – Secretary - Aye
Thomas Bellone Sr. – Treasurer - Aye
Scott Graiff – Not present
A resignation letter from Scott Graiff was received. This resignation letter is effective midnight
on December 31st, 2017. The Board accepted his resignation letter and wishes him good luck
with his new position as Deputy Chief of the Fire Company and in all future endeavors.
The Board was notified by Ed Paul of Ball, Buckley & Seher (Auditor) that the DCA would not
approve the proposed 2018 budget since Samuel Scapellato and Scott Graiff had not completed
their 2017 Financial Disclosure Statements.
After working with both Samuel and Scott, Samuel received a letter from the Local Finance
Board notifying him that his account was set to inactive by the township clerk.
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7. New Business continued
Mykola forwarded the e-mail to Barbara Freijomil, Municipal Clerk, Township of Franklin and
asked how and why the accounts were set to inactive, and why nobody was notified.
The Board received a response e-mail from the clerk notifying that she had changed the status
back to active, but there was no explanation as to why or how it was changed.
Mykola Myronowskyj worked with both Commissioners and was successfully able to get
Samuel Scapellato’s form filed. Scott Graiff’s form has not yet been filed as there is an account /
password issue.
A new lease proposal has been provided by the Forest Grove Volunteer Fire Company. The
Board reviewed the new proposal and found it to be fair and equitable.
The new lease agreement states that the Board of Fire Commissioners, District 4 shall pay to the
Forest Grove Volunteer Fire Company “Landlord” during the lease a sum of $27,600.00 per
year, payable in installments of $2,300.00 per month.
The Board members present signed the new lease. 2 original signed copies were made. One copy
for the Board and 1 for the Fire Company. Fire Company Trustee Douglas Perry witnessed the
Recorded voting of the budget is as follows:
Andrew Bellone Jr. – Chairman - Aye
Samuel Scapellato - Co Chairman – Not present
Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj – Secretary - Aye
Thomas Bellone Sr. – Treasurer - Aye
Scott Graiff – Not present / absent
The fully signed lease agreement is on file in the Board of Fire Commissioners office.
The Board of Fire Commissioners received a quote and insurance breakdown for workers
compensation insurance coverage for the members of the Forest Grove Volunteer Fire Company.
The initial installment payment was sent to Glenn Insurance and the insurance coverage will be
in effect immediately following the termination of the previous coverage. There will be no lapse
in workers compensation coverage for our fire company members.
The Board received an e-mail from Ed Paul of Ball, Buckley and Seher (Auditors). This e-mail
stated that Ed had received a call from the state questioning the appropriation for replacement
command vehicle. Ed explained to the examiner and to the bureau head that the district was
entering into a lease for this acquisition as we have done several times in the past. The state
stated that “the past is the past” and that currently based on the rules the bureau is following, this
action would require voter approval before it can be included in the budget.
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7. New Business continued
Ed recommended that we hold the public hearing on Tuesday and delay adoption until a special
meeting in mid-January. This will allow us time to determine our strategy and to prepare and get
approval for the necessary budget amendments.
Ed also advised that there are several other things that will need to be determined and possibly
would need to occur:
1. The district would have to okay the placing of a question on the 2018 election ballot.
2. The Bureau also stated that this would require Local Finance Board approval of the actual
lease. Which would involve more cost to the District for preparation of lease to local
Finance Board and attendance at hearing.
3. It would delay actual ordering of the vehicle unless a payment in arrears lease could be
arranged with first payment due in 2019 budget year.
The Board agreed that we will have a special meeting to amend the 2018 budget. This meeting
will be held on January 16th, 2018 at 19:00. Mykola Myronowskyj will publish a public notice
for this special meeting.

8. Public Comments
Chief of the Fire Department: Not Present
President of the Fire Department: Mark Mastro was present for the review, acceptance and the
signing of the new lease agreement. The President did not have any other comments.
Others: None
9. Adjournment
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mykola Myronowskyj and was seconded by
Andrew Bellone Jr. The meeting was adjourned at 19:50.

Respectfully Submitted,
Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj
Secretary
Board of Fire Commissioners, District 4
Township of Franklin, Gloucester County NJ
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