One of the questions an inquiring child might ask is, 


“Why aren't we supposed to make idols?”  

That is of course, 


following an earlier question, 



“What is an idol?”  

In the Ancient Near East 

and throughout the world, 


a temple was built 


and an image of their God was created in the midst of it, 



so that the god's glory could be reflected to the people.  


We see this in the ancient temples of Greece and Rome, 



as well as the temples of China, 



India, Egypt, 



and South America.  

But when Moses' received the 10 commandments, 


the second 


and longest one was, 

“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything 


in heaven above 


or on the earth beneath 


or in the waters below. 
5 You shall not bow down to them 

or worship them; 


for I, 



the Lord your God, 


am a jealous God, 



punishing the children for the sin of the fathers 




to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6



 but showing love to a thousand generations 




of those who love me 




and keep my commandments.”  

Some of the explanations for this commandments are, 


“God is so great, 



we do injustice to try and capture it with an image.”  


“We tend to worship the stone or wood, 



rather than the god they represent.”   


Or a multitude of other explanations.  

But there is always that nagging need in human nature to construct something.  


Every other civilization does it.  

As Christian's we struggle not to worship other things besides God.  


So why does God ask us not to do this?

Our text today, 

what we celebrated the last two weeks with Trinity and Pentecost Sunday's, 

and a foundational text out of Genesis 1:26-27 


explain why we are not to make idols.  

To start with,


I would invite you to rethink the creation story, 



not as a story of God making the world, 



but as God building his temple.  

In the Ancient Near East, 


temples were often lush gardens, 



showing life.  


So in our story,



The land and water are the building blocks, 



the Sun, Moon, and stars the lighting, 



the animals, fish, and birds, the ornate decorations.  

But in the center of any temple 


was usually a statue 


or golden object of some sort, 



made in the image of the God that people came to worship.  

But in our story, 


where is that figure that is supposed to draw worship 



to the God of the temple?  

The Genesis text reads, 


“Then God said, 



“Let us make man in our image, 



in our likeness, 





and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, 




over the livestock, 




over all the earth, 




and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 



So God created man in his own image, 



in the image of God he created him; 




male and female he created them.”

We are the image of God!  


That is why we are not to make ones out of wood or stone.  

How can we improve upon what God has already made?


Instead, 



we are to work on refining the images that already exist.  



We are to help one another reflect the glory of God.  


Which is not our normal inclination.  

The fallen Christian world we live in 


tries to call us to praise God for what he has done for us, 



for you or for me.  


While some merit is present with that idea, 



there is the danger that we are putting the focus back on us.  

If we are the ones that are to reflect God's goodness to the world, 


everything we do, 



should reflect God's glory.  


Everything God does in our life, 



is for God's glory.




Not ours.

We live in a world that is much like the Israelites.  


We want to hide God's glory.  

We know it is out there, 


but would prefer God light or diet God, 


just a taste or sampling of God, 



not the full thing.  

We too often see someone excited 

and full of the Spirit 


and want them to tone it down, 


get in line with the hardness of life, 



temper their enthusiasm.  

Often, 


they are like Moses, 



unaware they are exuding God's brightness.  


They have been dwelling the the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 



and the joy of the time together comes naturally 




as a byproduct of dwelling with God.  


We ask them to put on a veil 



and turn it down a couple notches.  

But how can we anymore?  


The Holy Spirit dwells in the midst of each one of us 



as we celebrated at Pentecost.  


The Spirit brings us into the midst of the Father and Son's glory, 



as we explored last week during Trinity Sunday.  
So why are we living at times as if none of this has ever happened?  


We are God's creation.


We are God's temple.  



That desire we have to make something and worship it 




that we have seen in every culture, 



it is rooted in the fact that God made us 




as the centerpiece of his temple here, 





the temple being the whole planet earth.  

The main attraction, 


the piece that reminds everyone about who God is, 



is me and you.  

But it does not end with me and you.  


Each one of us are just a fraction of the glory that is God.  


Or as Sheryl used as a metaphor last week, 



one ingredient in the church salad.  


But mix all those different ingredients together, 



and what a marvelous and miraculous salad you have.  

Even greater yet, 


when you take the sum of all humanity, 



with all our gifts, skills, talents, 



acts of service, compassion, and faithfulness.  


Still God is greater than that.  

We, 


like Moses, 

are called to reflect the glory of God.  

Without God, 


Moses' face would have been no trouble to look upon.  


No veil would have been necessary.  

Have you ever been outside for a fall harvest full moon?  


When the moon rises and shines so brightly, 



that you almost have to cover your eyes.  

On nights like that, 


it is easy to forget that the moon is a big piece of cold rock 



swirling around the planet.  

We easily get caught up saying how bright the moon is.  

Scientifically speaking, 


we should be saying how reflective the moon is.  



For it is just reflecting the light of the sun.  
Without it,


 as we experience 14 days later in the month, 



the moon is not even visible.  

It is only when we are in a position 


to see the sun being reflected off the rock, 



the piece of dust floating through space, 


that the moon becomes visible amongst the darkness.

We have all had moments when we have removed the veil 


that separates us from God, 



otherwise you would not be there.  

Moments where God was clearly at work in your life 


and you had no doubt that you were part of something bigger, 


that God was doing a new thing in your life and the world 



and you wanted to be part of what God was doing, 


you wanted to be part of God's glory.  

But then Satan was able to pull the veil back over your eyes 


and convince you it was too hard, 


too difficult, 


too specialized, 


or too late to do such work.  

Paul is clear in 2 Corinthians, 


such thinking is foolishness.  

We have something better than what Moses had.  


Moses' access to the presence of God was limited.  


He could only enter at certain times into God's presence.  

We have unlimited access, 


because the Spirit of God dwell within us, 


in the midst of us.  

The beautiful centerpiece that displays a likeness of God's creativity and love 


is filled with the presence of God's self.  

For the summer, 


we are going to look at the various ways in which 



we can let that presence shine brightly and clearly to the world.  

How we can more clearly be God's image to the world.  


It is not the direction you would assume.  

Scripture gives us many models of how to reflect the Triune God's glory, 


and it is not just being a better Christian.  

We can display God's glory as we go forth as mothers, fathers, 


artists, workmen, servants, 


priests, children, and more.  

These are all roles that come from scripture, 


that God does. 

Since God does them, 


we are called to show to the world how God does them.  

God is our starting point.  


If we are doing them not for our Spiritual benefit, 


but so that the world might see God and God's glory, 



we will watch the world transform around God 


and into other, 



clear examples of God's glory.  

It was never meant to be limited to just Moses.  


But the Israelites were scared of the glory.  

My prayer is that we would welcome the glory of God 


to shine brightly in our midst.

