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A Note from Pastor Amanda
There is a place inside me yearning for
peace. It feels like there is no escape from
the things that are tearing at my heart:
stories of rape, of children dying, of PTSD
and depression taking another life from
light into deep darkness. It feels like there
is no reprieve from bi-partisan politics that
force us to choose one side or the other –
the ever-decreasing space for middle
ground where communicating could bring
change.
The Teacher writes in the beginning of
Ecclesiastes: “What has been is what will
be, and what has been done is what will be
done; there is nothing new under the
sun.” (1:9) We will always have
heartbreaking news. Divisions will always
be a way of life. Common ground will
always be hard to find.
And with that news, it is so easy to fall
into despair. It feels like our co-worker will
always be at our throat, the same systems
will always rule, the brokenness of the
world will cut away at hope for better.
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Yet God creates a different reality.
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“But God, who is rich in mercy, out of
the great love with which he loved us even
when we were dead through our
trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ… For we are what he has made us,
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand to be our
way of life… For [Christ] is our peace; in
his flesh he has made both groups into one
and has broken down the dividing wall, that
is, the hostility between us… In [Christ
Jesus] the whole structure is joined
together and grows into a holy temple in
the Lord; in whom you also are built
together spiritually into a dwelling place for
God.” (All from Ephesians 2)

In the face of arguments and
conflicts and impasse, we stand with
Christ in the gap and do good works in
God’s name to live into the new reality
where divisions don’t mean
separations.
Dear siblings in Christ, I know I have
been pushing you into good works. We
have done 5 big projects to share God’s
love for people and places (Sept 16); a big
gathering to join our heads and hearts in
what worship is about (Sept 30); an
upcoming afternoon to discover and
practice generosity when hoarding is
easier (Oct 14); and a week to lift up
people experiencing homelessness as we
hope together for something better (Loving
Families mid-Oct).
I know I am asking a lot of you lately.
But I also know the gift it is to break the
despair and be part of creating a new
future with God. And I think you know that
joy too. 36 of you stayed to work on those
5 projects. 8 of you worked to feed kids
over the weekend. 28 played with worship.
3 consistently show up to hand out food on
Wednesdays at noon. 4-10 show up to
make pads for girls.
You are working with God to break that
despair. Let us not weary in doing good.
Christ’s Peace,
~Pastor Amanda

Inside this Issue:
The Generosity project—Oct 14

2

Reformation Sunday

2

School Lunches

2

Loving Families

3

@ Fairbanks Lutheran

November Annual Meeting

3

12:30—4pm

Thank you & Church Happenings 4
Church Calendar

5

Council, Special Dates, Prayers

6

October dates to note:
8 - Council Meeting 7pm
12 - School Lunches 9am*
14 - Generosity Project

17 - Training for Loving Families

21-28 - Loving Families Arrive
28 - Reformation Sunday
“LifeLines”

Youth Group News

Underground Group

Joint youth group event — The Generosity Project!
Both youth groups (3-6 and 7-12) and their families will be going to the ELCA’s Generosity Project
after worship on October 14. We’ll leave at 12pm and carpool to Fairbanks Lutheran for lunch and
an afternoon of games, conversation, learning, and exploring this thing called generosity.

Generosity Project, October 14, 12:30-4pm
Join this all-generation celebration and discovery of a life of gratitude!
The Generosity Project is a lively, fun, half-day interactive, intergenerational workshop. It models a
congregation’s potential to connect and equip all ages and generations as Steward Leaders in the
congregation and in the home.
Participants will:
Play the “Give & Get” game.
Respond to God’s story in small, mixed-age groups.
Form a Circle of Generations and Giving.
Honor the oldest and youngest.
Practice 10-10-80.
Explore values, faith and giving.
Celebrate many stories of Generosity.
And make pigs!
In other words: it helps us talk to one another about sharing and service and money and life.
This is a WONDERFUL opportunity to teach children about why we give, and help adults see God’s
generosity in our lives. Bring the whole family, bring singles and couples, grandkids and grand parents,
make connections with others, and have a good time!

October 28th Reformation party!
We will celebrate the Reformation with some games and
food, a craft and challenge tasks to learn more about
God’s love for us and for all!
Be at Lord of Life Sunday morning at 9:30 to join the fun!

7-12 Grade Group will meet that
evening from 6-7:30 for our own
Reformation fun!
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School Lunches
We are back to packing 40 lunches the
2nd Friday of the month!
Simply show up with willing hands.
Both October 12 and November 9 are
early release days—we meet at 9am.
The Elementary school is still accepting
snacks the first Friday of the month for
hungry students. Janis is happy to
deliver what we gather at the church.
“LifeLines”

Loving Families arrive October 21!
On Sunday, October 21st we will be welcoming “Loving Families” as they arrive at Lord of Life. This
program effectively turned around the lives of last year’s families as they moved from church to church
and then into permanent housing. Together we are transforming lives and battling homelessness in the
Interior!

Our first host week is October 21-28, second is Dec 30-Jan 6.
This year, we are being intentional about sharing the work load with other North Pole churches. They will
be volunteering with us from food to friendly chats, to staying the night with the families in the church.
There are sign-up lists for both breakfast and lunch items; and one to host the families by providing
dinner, or sharing in evening conversation, or sleeping the night on one of the comfortable cots.

A mandatory 1-hour volunteer training
will be on Wednesday, October 17th
from 6:30-7:30pm at Lord of Life.
(dinner will be included this evening,
please sign up on the red board.)

November 11
Annual Meeting
Lord of Life will have our annual business
meeting the 2nd Sunday of November. We will
report on 2018 spending, discuss the 2019 budget,
elect leaders, notify the congregation of Pastor
Amanda’s sabbatical plans, and discuss any
questions we have about our shared ministry.
By late October, an annual
report will be made available
to the congregation with
notes from each council chair
about the ministries that
occurred and some hopes for
the future, the proposed
budget and reports, and
minutes from the previous
year’s meeting.
Please review these notes to be prepared!
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Our Partners:
Tuesday’s Girl Scout Troop 249
Wed-Thurs 1st Baptist, NP (on 5th Ave)
New Hope Methodist/Presbyterian Church

Nominations for
Leadership
Council positions changing in January, 2019
President - oversees and organizes council
Secretary- keeps accurate notes
Education - organizes teachers, chooses classes,
plans Sunday school events, special days
Facilities - manage building maintenance
Mission and Social Ministry - support and service in
the church and community
Financial Secretary - records giving, prints reports
2 Delegates for Synod Assembly
in Anchorage, April 26-28
1 year term:
Stewardship - healthy giving of self to God
Evangelism - outreach in the community
3 year term:
Audit team - faithfulness in church finances
“LifeLines”

Thank you!

Fellowship of the Month

This congregation runs by having amazing folks
who do the ministry of loving God and loving God’s
people. A special shout-out to those who Serve on
Sunday—those who set up Communion, who smile
and hand over a bulletin, who count the offering
while every one else visits and eats. Your work is
noticed and appreciated!

One of our marks of connection is the time we
spend together. Everyone is invited downstairs
after worship to share some stories over a bite of
food. If you would like to help bring people
together, consider bringing an appetizer, a
treat, or meal on a Sunday morning. We
typically have between 20-30 people stay and visit
after worship.

A special thank you to Penny Warnke, our pianist
while Carol Hughes was away; to Meg Ojala, Curt
Renner, Margi Ungrodt, Nancy Uptgraft for singing
your hearts out; Liz and Cliff Sandbo, Carol Dahl,
Karen LeFlore for your dexterity at the worship
computer; Brenda Sadler, Evie Freeman, Becky Peterson, for your clear Scripture annunciations; and
Rose Aleshire, Robert Peterson, Alayna Knutson
for not burning the church down while acolyting.

We have a large sign-up board
covering the year. It’s at the end of
the counter!
Thanks for making connections
with others.

More training for these jobs will be November 4!

Council Highlights
* Bible study: 2 Timothy 1:1-7: “Who has influenced your faith?”

* Treasurer’s report:
- roof payments are now coming from general account—not reserves
- Snapshot of funds available:
Undesignated checking: $3,819 Savings: $2,261
- Snapshot of held for specific items:
Designated checking: $10,879
Debit: $7,905
- Computers purchased were fully covered by the Giles’ Memorial Gift and additional $100 gift
- beginning 2019 budget planning
* Nursery position:
- decision to suspend position until needed again, younger families are staying in worship
- LaToya will be contacted, asked to keep her information should future need arise
* Education:
- phone tree created for communication about attendance
- Evie Freeman has volunteered to teach 4-year-olds—4th grade
- looking for a special group for 11- and 12-year-olds, needs a leader
* “Welcome To...” Event — replacing new member class with whole-community activities
- first will focus on worship, September 30; second will focus on church-year, December 2
- games, conversation among different age groups
* Loving Families — finding and confirming coordinators.
- Pastor Collegium coincides with our Loving Families week, can’t be Pastor Amanda!
* Pastor’s Sabbatical — recommended every 7th year
- discussed dates May-July 2019; requirements of paid salary, housing, benefits; finding
substitute pastor/preachers. Bob Thoma is researching.
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2018 CHURCH COUNCIL

Lord of Life Lutheran
1005 Saint Nicholas Drive
Po Box 55791
North Pole Alaska, 99705
Website: www.lordoflifeak.com
Phone: 907-488-6720

President:
Bob Thoma
488-2630
Vice President:
Sean Garrison
888-2052
Secretary:
Cheryl Park
488-4167
Treasurer:
Sam Aleshire
488-4692
Education:
Vanessa Knutson
701-430-2212
Mission/Social Min:
Becky Peterson
385-9581
Worship & Music:
Curt Renner
488-4405
Youth:
Jacoppi Pahkamaa 388-2620
Stewardship:
open position
Evangelism:
open position
Facilities:
Jered Dulany
460-7771
Financial Secretary:
Amie Maranville
488-0552
Pastor:
Amanda Kempthorne cell: 322-2065

E-mail:
pastor@lordoflifeak.com
office@lordoflifeak.com

Next Church Council Meeting — October 8, 7:00 pm

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9am - 1pm

Newsletter deadline: the 20th of each month.

Mission Statement
“God’s word moves us to make
connections by welcoming all,
strengthening and serving the
healthy and hurting.”

You can always check for updates on our website:

www.lordoflifeak.com

or
Follow our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/lordoflifeak
(even if you don’t have a Facebook page!)

Special Prayers and Concerns
Birthdays
10/3 John Kowalski
10/4 Tony Fazio
10/6 Mark Uptgraft
10/9 Samantha Elliott
10/15 Janis Robertson
10/16 Robert Workman
10/24 Amie Maranville
10/27 Jim LeFlore
10/30 Gary Ojala

Anniversaries
10/1 Morgan & Kristi Boatman
10/11 Jason & Amanda
Kempthorne
10/16 Duane & Carol Dahl
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If your birthday or anniversary is missing
from the newsletter or bulletin, please call
or email the office to correct it!

Prayers for:
- The Kuhnert’s move
- Healing for: John W, Meg O,
Paula F, Evie F, Gary F, Cheryl P,
Pat T, Al G, Polly H
- Hope and strength for those
facing the end of their life,
those with depression, those
with troubled pregnancies.
Send an email to
office@lordoflifeak.com to sign
up for our prayer chain emails!

October Prayer Partner:
Christ Lutheran Church,
Soldotna, AK.
Please pray for:
* Pianist struggling with
cancer
* Several families working
through addiction issues
* Making choices that matter
in programming (outreach,
education, worship)
* serving those
experiencing
homelessness and
hunger in their area
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