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Many years ago, I heard a comedic performance of classical music entitled, The Young Lutheran’s Guide to the
Orchestra. The premise of this discussion was asking the simple question, “If Jesus played in the orchestra, what
instrument would he play?” Each section of the orchestra was then briefly reviewed (with suitable, slightly
“tongue-in-cheek” comments) by the speaker. (I will leave it to each reader to look this up on YouTube if you want
to know the official answer.) So here is one of my first newsletter articles, before I have really gotten to know people
and nobody thinks I am being derogatory or offensive to the people who serve the church by leading in worship, I
thought it might be enjoyable to ask, “If Jesus was in the praise band, what part would He play?”
The first option is the lead singer. Every praise team needs a good leader, someone who can provide musical and
administrative direction. These people guide the congregation in our church and the one who sets the tone of our
ministries. But the lead singer necessarily draws a lot of attention, and oftentimes must lead from their own
strengths. Jesus meets us in our weakness and was known as “the suffering servant,” so that may not work.
Instead, perhaps Jesus would be a back-up singer. These folks are the meat of the song leading experience, providing
depth to the sound, enunciation for the words, and also creating the harmony that makes our praise so beautiful. But
only too often, the back-up singers get overlooked. In fact, our son Mason serves as the sound tech for a church up
north and he shared that he once forgot to un-mute one of the back-up singers during the service. But nobody
(including the singer) even noticed. Of course, Jesus is the foundation of our belief and the cornerstone of the
church, so He must never be overlooked or ignored.
And so to answer our supposition, we must now logically turn to the instrumentalists. Would Jesus perhaps play the
keyboard? Like the lead singer, there is great merit to this idea. The pianist is a critical element, setting up the
breadth and depth of the musical composition. They develop the full sound of each musical piece and set the mood
of the worship service as a whole, often in ways we don’t even notice. Certainly this leadership fits how Jesus leads
His church, especially when we consider that piano players can also sing with the group. These folks can often do it
all themselves, and therein lies the problem. The Holy Spirit is given to empower us, so that we can live as
ambassadors of Christ and emissaries for His love. If the nature of our faith is that God is working with us, in us, and
through us as a body, then the keyboard may not be the best fit.

Then what about the drums? The drummer is the heartbeat of the praise team, setting down the tempo and the
rhythm of each song. Drummers blaze the trail by which the rest of the team - as well as the congregation in general
- will then follow. They focus on unity and have the unique, inherent responsibility to keep the most musically gifted
worshippers aligned with those who might struggle to carry a tune in a bucket. The problem here is found in the
stereotype of drummers. Thanks to Animal from the Muppets, drummers are frequently considered mono-syllabic
knuckle-draggers who use a stick to make noise. In the 80’s, drummers were notoriously the hardest partiers in the
rock and roll scene. And to be honest, in my high school our marching band drummers couldn’t march to the beat
they themselves put down; a feat I still can’t comprehend. Jesus is and always has been fully capable, and while He
was perfectly willing to associate with people of low position, He sought to elevate others in a sacrificial way.
Drummers, sadly, are not always recognized for these traits even though they are commonly very gifted musicians.

The lead guitar is one of the remaining options; surely this is a good association for Jesus, right? Playing chords as
well as individual notes, freeing the musician so they can also sing, guitarists fill many roles within the group. They
are commonly the ones taking all these roles and combining them, much as Jesus was Savior, Redeemer, and
Sovereign all at once. A good guitarist adds the upper register of many songs, presenting the “sweet” notes that
make us want to tap a foot or sway to the side. And yet, the guitarist who also sings will commonly believe that the
ministry (and the music) revolves around them (a trait we have already discussed as negative to the character of
Christ). Philippians tells us that Jesus humbled Himself, taking on the form of a lowly servant, becoming one of us
in order to save us. Sadly, this truth presents a dichotomy with the tendency associated with guitarists, one that
prevents Jesus from easily being associated with the lead guitar.
Alas, is there any hope? Is there any part of the praise team where Jesus would feel at home, any role that would
most attract our Savior? The answer, dear friends, is found with the bass guitar. The bass supports all the other
instruments, providing a firm foundation of sound. Furthermore, the bass links with the drums, forming a bridge
between the rhythm and the melody. Bass lines are not presented as traditional chords, but rather the bassist helps
outline the chord with individual notes. And yet, while providing a solid foundation for the music, the bass player is
not an attention-grabber. Bassists are usually found in the back of the band, supporting every other part. In a pinch,
the bass player can also lend a hand to the vocals. When considered as a whole, surely the mentality and necessity of
the bass reflects Christ and how He interacts with us!
Now, I will allow that perhaps - just perhaps - I may be slightly biased. Just like a body, all the members of the band
come together to present a whole that is greater than the sum of the parts. This is also an allusion Paul uses as an
example of all Christian ministry. We are better together, and we need all the various parts working under the
leadership of Christ in order to proclaim His love and to act from His grace.
(I would like to sincerely thank the praise team for their good humor and hope they don’t feel “picked on.” In my
very brief time with them, I have found that they are all excellent examples of the best elements of their respective
roles.)

For Christ and His kingdom,
Byron

To all of you who were able to attend my 80th Birthday Celebration
Dinner, it meant a lot to me to have so many give your time and
well wishes and gifts that were not supposed to show up - BUTyou’re not getting them back, Thank you.
Thanks to Dave Peterson friends for the delicious food and beautiful
setting. I’m glad Rev. Bufkin and his wife Beth were able to attend.
They made the rounds getting to know all who were there. I think
they are anxious to come to Salem First and I’m sure we’ll be glad
they’re here.
THANKS again for my special evening, giving all the credit to God
our Father.
In Christian love - Pat Mosley

Richard & Joanne Hiner 66 Years

07/07

David & Lora Lutz

38 Years

07/14

Bill & Nancy Miller

42 Years

07/19

Keith & Corine Martig

44 Years

07/22

Ned & Carolyn Jones

58 Years

07/25

Ron & Mary Lou Shively 60 Years

07/28

Richard & Lillain Morenz 35 Years

07/30

Due to Pastor Fitch leaving, Rev. Bufkin will be
preaching at Hearts On Fire. Because of this, ALL

SERVICE TIMES are changing (temporarily),
starting July 3rd.
CHAPEL - 8:15am
SANCTUARY - 10:30am
HEARTS ON FIRE - 11:15am
Thank you for understanding!

Lora Lutz
David Peterson
Cory Wolfe
John Fitch
Nancy Miller
Richard Morenz
Bill Sedlacek
Betty Zepernick
Elaine Kothera
Barb Brown
Steven Lutsch
Anna Wrask
Margie Potts
Mark Hull
Michelle Hull
Mary Utterback
Laura Schmidt
Fred Brautigam
Kendall McClish
Kathy Thomas

07/02
07/04
07/06
07/07
07/10
07/14
07/14
07/16
07/17
07/18
07/18
07/18
07/19
07/27
07/27
07/27
07/28
07/29
07/30
07/30

The time has come and Rev. Bufkin is HERE!
We know that there have been some trying times and we want to THANK each and
every one of you that has continued to support and stand behind our church!
Without ALL OF YOU, we have no church!
Nancy Ciotti would like to thank EVERYONE that helped with the Parsonage clean up
and restoration! She would like to give an EXTRA special THANK YOU to
Yvonne Bennett who painted at the parsonage.
Yvonne, your efforts DO NOT go un-noticed!
Also….
A BIG THANK YOU goes out to our wonderful “retired” pastors who stepped up and led
this church during our time of need:
Wayne Clark
Bruce Irwin
John Fitch
Selflessly these Pastors gave us their time, love and compassion when we needed it
most…..and for that WE THANK YOU!

Diehl Lake Party
Hi - I’m inviting UMW, Faithful Hearts and anyone else interested to a picnic
at our lake. Bring a chair and a salad or dessert - I’ll have sandwiches,
beverages and eating utensils!
Come at 12 noon (till ???) on July 20th!
Maps will be available in the office & a sign up sheet on the bulletin
board! Hope to see you then! -Barb Irwin

Our church is starting a new mission
trying to help people in our community
who are alone and lack support. We will
be providing them boxes with food items,
enough for three meals for three days,
and some household dry goods.
We need your help identifying these
neighbors in need.
If you know of someone, please give their
information to the church office.
Thank you, Mission’s Committee

We meet every month and don’t plan
too far ahead.
In May we went to Inner-Circle Pizza
and plans were made by Evie Smith.
For July we are looking to do a picnic
in the park.
Come join us!
New ideas are always appreciated!
Contact Pat Mosley

We are looking for someone to coordinate and find people
willing to be “Greeters” for Sunday Morning Service.
If you are willing...contact Jenny in the office for more
info!

May

Year to Date

Income

$18,596.06

$108,924.78

Expense

$13,144.59

$ 83,363.20

$ 5,451.47

$ 25,661.58

ROC

$ 165.00

Trustees $ 8,238.74

The church office is open
Tuesday (with Yvonne in the
office) and Wednesday thru
Friday (with Jenny in the
office). The phones are
answered Mon. - Fri.,
8am-3pm. (Except on Holidays)
If you don’t get through, please
leave a message and your call
will get returned.

Every Wednesday
at 9 a.m.
All women WELCOME!

Watch our Sanctuary Service ONLINE!!!!
Its easy to join us online when you can’t make it to Sunday Services in person….. go
to our website at www.firstumcsalem.org and click on the “Facebook” or “YouTube”
button under the Church picture.
You will be directed to whichever you choose!
For “Facebook”...It brings you to our homepage. At the top
(under our picture and name) click on the arrow beside “More”,
then click “Videos” and you will be directed to all our videos.
Click which one you would like and it will come up!
For “YouTube”… It brings you right to videos. You just click on
the one you want.
If you have any questions or are having any trouble, feel free to
call the office (330-337-9531) Monday-Friday, 8am-3pm and we
can help you.

VBS 2022
August 7th from 2-6pm
Sebo Stadium on E. Pershing
Kids will enjoy upbeat rallies filled with energetic music, fun sports, and
Bible stories that will help them discover character traits that will guide
them to success in sports and in life.
Adults are welcome to stay and join in Adult Huddle - an adult centered
Bible Study.
There will be a free meal for all!

Clothing Pantry
We will be open
Every Saturday until further
notice!
See Lori Brooks for more info!
10am - 12pm

Ministries
july 2022
ATTENDENCE FOR JUNE

GREETERS

Sunday, June 5, 2022

07/03
8:30-28

07/10

SS-53

10:30-55

Sunday, June 12, 2022

07/17
8:30-20

07/24

SS-53

10:45-82

Sunday, June 19, 2022

07/31

8:30-30

10:45-66

Sunday, June 26, 2022

ALTAR FLOWERS
07/03 Laura Schmidt

SS-55

8:30-35

SS-53

10:45-79

HOF-27

07/10 Laura Schmidt
07/17 Open

USHERS

07/24 Open

07/03 Team #2- Hiner

07/31 Open

07/10 Team #3 - Shively
07/17 Team #4 - Beardsley

COFFEE HOUR HOST
07/03 Open

07/24 Team #5 - Brooks
07/31 Team #1 - Schmidt

07/10 Iced Sugar Cookies
07/17 Pastor’s Class
07/24 Open
07/31 3M Class

READERS
8:30 Karen Zeigler
10:30 Barb Irwin

VAN DRIVERS
Heather Sedlacek
Rich Beeson

SECOND HOUR HELPERS
Barb Irwin

George McKee, Corina Mosher, Michelle Huston,
Sally Gale, John Townsend, Dick Sober,
Ron Shively, George Nannah, Pat Crowl & Chris Barth
Prayer concerns may be submitted by calling the church office at 330-337-9531 or email
office@firstumcsalem.org

Salem 1st United Methodist Church
244 S. Broadway Ave., PO Box 463 Salem, Ohio 44460
Pastor
Byron Bufkin
740-381-5419
Yvonne Bennett, Church Treasurer
Jenny Toporcer, Office Manager
Ashley Essick, Custodian

Linda Peterson, Organist
Chris Brown, Director of Music
Ashley & Drew Essick: Youth Leaders

Do you want to hear the services in the
privacy of your home?
We are offering the recordings of the 10:45 services on CD.
If you would like a copy of the service, please contact the
church office.
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