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THE GIFT OF JESUS 

 

Advent is a time for us to prepare to celebrate Christ’s coming into this 
world as one of us, as a baby boy, born of a woman.  
It is also a time to prepare again a place in our 
hearts and a place in our world for Christ.  David 
took it upon himself to provide a better dwelling 
place for the ark of God.  Mary agreed to be the 
dwelling place for God’s Son.  We too are called to 
prepare a dwelling place in our hearts for Christ as 
sot that Christ is again made manifest in the world 
today, a world that clearly needs His presence. 

 
“The Lord is with you.”  We hear this phrase twice in today’s readings.  
The prophet Nathan says it to David when David is disturbed that the ark 
of the covenant is kept in a humble tent.  Then Gabriel says it to Mary 
when he greets her.  But in fact we’ve heard it other times as well, and 
not just today, but in every Mass.  When the priest says, “The Lord be 
with you,” he is saying to all of us gathered here so that the presence of 
the Lord is within and among us all as we worship together.  When we 
act in service and acceptance of the will of God, the Lord is with us. 
 
In Saint Paul we have the person who is perhaps most responsible for 
ensuring that the good news of Jesus Christ was spread to the whole 
world.  Christianity could have remained a sect with Judaism.  Other 
early Christians valued the exclusivity they felt when they kept their faith 
secret.  But Paul would have none of this.  He insisted that just as God 
sent Jesus to the whole world, Christians are called to proclaim Jesus to 
the whole world.  So Paul closes his most well developed letter, that to 
the Romans, by praising God in Jesus, the 
fullness of God’s revelation, made known to 
all nations. 
 
Question of the Week 
 
How can I take the gift of Jesus that I have 
been given and share this gift with others? 
 
To God Be The Glory 
We continue to thank God for the amazing 
success of our 5-year Capital Campaign. Thanks for your prayers and 
terrific generosity. For those who missed the Masses last Sunday, here’s 
the summary of the Campaign:  
**From meetings with individual families we raised $733,000 and an 
additional $31,000 towards specific projects, bringing it to a total of 
$764,000 from 89 families.  
**From our in-pew campaign (2 weekends) we raised $168,820 from 70 
families.  
**Direct mailing by the Archdiocese brought in $2,900 from 4 families.  
**Overall total is $935,720 from 163 families.  
 

Again, we want to thank God for this special favor. We thank Our 
Blessed Mother, Undoer of Knots for her special intercession. Thanks 
again to everyone, especially those that pledged something. I prayed 
that we could make a strong statement that we’re alive and are facing 
the future with confidence. And we did so. Bravo! 
 

Going Home 
I will be leaving for Nigeria on Dec. 25, after the Masses. I’ll be returning 
January 25. Father Anthony will be taking care of business. Please, keep 
me in your prayers.  
 

Blessings, a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.      Fr. Raphael 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BE “INFORMED” FOR DECEMBER 

We hope you are enjoying the free parish subscription to 

www.formed.org which gives you access to quality Catholic on 

line programs, movies, audios, and books. Simply register with 

parish code YWHDC2 and enjoy.  Today is the Fourth Sunday 

of Advent.  Study:  Advent, Session 4: The Gift.  Monday is 

The Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord.  Study:  Symbolon, 

Knowing the Faith, Session 4:  The Story of Salvation, or 

watch:  The Story of the Nativity.:  You can also listen to:  The 

True Meaning of Christmas, God Made Man, The Story of 

Christmas, or The King is Born.. Contact Cheryl Duda at 914-

476-6676 if you have any questions.   

 

http://www.formed.org/
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SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

FOR CHRISTMAS AND 

NEW YEAR’S DAY 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE: 
Sunday, December 24th Vigil at 5:00 p.m. 

(This Mass fulfills your Christmas obligation and 

does not fulfill Sunday Mass obligation). 

Begins with Carols at 4:40 p.m. 

Midnight Mass 

Begins with Carols at 11:30 p.m. 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY; 
Monday, December 25th 

8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 

(There will be no 5:00 p.m. Mass on Christmas day) 

----------------------------------------- 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD  

NEW YEAR’S MASSES: 
Sunday, December 31st 

5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass 

(This Mass fulfills your Holy Day, January 1st 

obligation, and does not fulfill Sunday Mass 

obligation). 

Monday, January 1st 

8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 

(There will be no 5:00 p.m. Mass on New Year’s day) 

 

 
 
 
 

TITHING - GOD'S PLAN FOR GIVING 

Sunday Collection Update 

 
Amount Needed Weekly    $7,000.00 

Actual Received Last Sunday   $6,354.50 

Balance               -   $  645.50 

*(Envelopes  $6,129.50. Online ($225.00)) 

 

Amount Needed for Month of December $35,000.00 

Amount Collected Thus Far   $16,611.90 

-----------------------------------------. 

The second collection for snow removal totaled:  $1,241.50 

 

"Thank you to all those who are participating in our tithing 

program! May God bless and reward your sacrifices! For those 

who are not yet tithing, I encourage you to please give it a 

prayerful thought. Thank you! 

It’s time to sign up for on line giving with We Share.  Please 

contact the parish office or take a flyer and sign up sheet at 

the rear of the church. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Please pray for all the sick & the homebound members of our 

Parish, especially Marian Fletcher, Ann Lackner, Richard 

Meyers, Rosalie Heit, Andrea Objay, Audrey Falcone, Louis Brusco, 

Michael Tomanelli, Ariella Castillo, Gail Chappory, Randolph Castillo, 

Jr., Deacon Jim Byrne, Gregory Clemens, Mary Bryce, Anna Bonacci, 

Efrain Arzola, Henry Joseph, Deacon Bob Clemens, Carolyn Cesta, 

William Bodack, Joseph Mahoney, Mary De Santis, Leticia Agosto, 

Manuel Obalde, Jr., Gina Obalde, Rosalia Guzman, Ann McGarry, 

Daniel Pezzola, Brittany Arzola, Ron and Sally Petro, Anthony Guarente, 

Theresa Venturino, Nicholas Arzola, Angela Lutomski, Richard (Dick) 

Novak, Cynthia Mascetta King, and Matthew Fitzpatrick. 

----------------------------------------- 
Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to add a loved 

one to the sick list. 

Our SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMITTEE 

thanks you for your generosity during this 

holy season to help the needy in our 

community  with food as well as 400 

Christmas gifts to the various charities we 

support. 

Our YOUTH GROUP meets on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month 

immediately following the 5 p.m. Mass in the school building.  Their 

next meeting is Sunday, January 7th.   Follow our Youth Group on 

Twitter @ St_Barts-Youth. 

Our newly formed EDGE GROUP (AGES 11-13) meets the second 

Sunday of each month immediately following the 5 p.m. Mass in the 

school building. 

Our CHILDREN’S MINISTRY (AGES 4-10) meets the third Fr iday 

each month at 6:30 p.m. in the school building.   

 



 
 
 
 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Saturday, December 23 (Anticipated Mass) 

5:00 PM  George Klobosits + 

**************************************************** 

Sunday, December 24 2017 
 

  8:30 AM  Robert Liddell + 

10:00 AM  For All the People of Our Parish  

11:30 AM  Anna & Anthony Faracco + 

   5:00 PM Deceased Members of Salerno & Del Bene families 
  (CHRISTMAS VIGIL) 

Midnight Mass Catherine Skelly + 

***************************************************** 

Monday, December 25 

The Nativity of the Lord 

8:30 AM Carmine & Margaret Maccia + 

10 AM  Deceased Members of Brusco and Nanoia families 

11:30 AM Benjamin Pelliccio + 

 

Tuesday, December 26 

Saint Stephen, The First Martyr 

7:00 AM Monsignor Charles McManus + 

9:00 AM  Angelina Rauso + 

 

Wednesday, December 27 

Saint John, Apostle & Evangelist 

7:00 AM Deceased Members of Faranda & DePole families 

9:00 AM  John F. Brusco + 

 

Thursday, December 28 

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

7:00 AM Deceased Members of Faranda & DePole families 

9:00 AM Reverend David McDonnell (Living) 

 

Friday, December 29 

Fifth Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord 

7:00 AM Catherine Draghi + 

9:00 AM Rafael & Edwin Rivera + 

 

Saturday, December 30 

Sixth Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord 
9:00 AM Tony Cognatello + 

**************************************************** 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary And Joseph 

Saturday, December 30 (Anticipated Mass) 

5:00 PM  For All the People of Our Parish  

**************************************************** 

Sunday, December 31, 2017 
 

  8:30 AM  Elizabeth & Carl Laredo + 

10:00 AM  Deceased Members of Casey & Chimenti families  

11:30 AM  Lena & Patrick Castaldo + 

   5:00 PM For All the People of Our Parish  
  (VIGIL FOR JANUARY 1, SOLEMNITY OF  

  MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD) 

 



 

 
CHRISMAS ANTICIPATION PRAYER 

Hail and blessed be the hour and moment 

in which the Son of God was born of the 

most pure Virgin Mary, at midnight, in 

Bethlehem, in the piercing cold. In that 

hour vouchsafe, I beseech Thee, O my 

God, to hear my prayer through the merits 

of Our Savior Jesus Christ, and of His 

blessed Mother.    

Amen.  

  

+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+- 
 

A CHRISTMAS BLESSING FOR THE HOME 
 

Loving God, 
As we gather at Christmas around the manger, 

Which reminds us of the birth of Your Son, 
We ask you to dwell in our hearts and our home. 

Bless every member of our family, 
And strengthen the bond of love 

among us. 
May we joyfully praise You like the 

angel choir 
That announced the birth of Your Son 
To the shepherds watching over their 

flocks. 
May we show Your love to others 

With the same brightness of the star that guided  
The Wise Men to offer gifts to the newborn King. 

Make our family holy, 
And like Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, 

So that we may always live in peace and love. 
Amen 

 
+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+- 

 
GIVING GIFTS 

 
At the Savior’s birth, 

Magi from the east presented gifts 
Of gold, frankincense and myrrh, 

Reflecting Christ’s kingship, 
diving nature, 

And human nature subject to 
death. 

Though the magi once worshiped 
the gods of their land, 

They knew before them was a 
king greater thatn all kings 

And a God greater thatn all gods 
they’d known. 

As we buy or make gifts for one another this Christmas,  
May we remember amid the hustle, bustle and commotion 

Tat Christmas gift giving honors our Savior and Lord, 
Who came to dwell among us as one like ourselfes. 

May we remember that the giving of gifts  
Was a sign of love 

Begun in response to the greatest gift of all from God: 
The only begotten Son. 

 
 

 


