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Guard the Truth: 1 Timothy

by Eric Martin, Senior Pastor
In April, we begin a sermon series
in I Timothy. It is a letter written by Paul
to Timothy, his protégé, concerning
doctrine and its practical application
in the life of the church. I Timothy is
considered one of the pastoral epistles
where Paul gives encouragement
and instruction concerning Timothy’s
ministry as pastor of the Ephesian
Church. I Timothy is relevant for the
church today in every way. I want to
mention two of those relevant realities in this article.
First, The church at Ephesus had a pastor because Paul placed his
confidence in a young man. Timothy was not just any ordinary young man but a
young man who had been discipled by Paul. I pause every time I read I Timothy
1:2, “To Timothy, my true child in the faith” because of the deep relationship that
had developed between Paul and Timothy. Paul was writing to his son in the
ministry. Timothy had spent much time with Paul learning from him how to be
a faithful minster of God’s word. I am sure it was a difficult day for the both of
them when Timothy was sent out to begin his first assignment. And I am sure
Timothy was not much different than many minsters in their first pastorate. He
desired to hear from his mentor. Timothy probably had questions he wanted
Paul to clarify. Sometimes questions arise that you never knew to ask until in
a leadership role. What a blessing it must have been for Timothy to receive a
letter from Paul that encouraged him to continue in faithfulness to the Lord as
he served the church at Ephesus!
The relationship between Paul and Timothy should not be the unusual but
the norm of the Christian life. Who is your child in the faith? I am very thankful
that I have mentors! I am especially thankful for Richard Oldham who taught
me to love God’s word. Richard Oldham recognized God’s gifting in my life and
believed in me, encouraging me toward pastoring. All of us need someone who
can disciple us and we all need to be investing in someone.
Secondly, Paul writes concerning the need to protect the teaching of God’s
word. In the dawn of creation at the Garden of Eden, Satan led Eve (and
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“Entrust to Faithful Men who Will Be Able to Teach Others also”
by Nicholas Piotrowski, Associate Pastor of Theological Development
In 2 Timothy 2:2 Paul gives this charge to his disciple:
“What you have heard from me in the presence of many
witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach
others also.”
Local churches are the incubator inside of which the most
effective discipleship takes place. When Christ calls sinners
to himself he places them inside the communion of saints that
transcends time and place. That universal church manifests
itself in local communities with a diversity of spiritual gifts
whereby sinners can increasingly
be conformed into the image of
Christ. By God’s grace, some are
also called to full-time vocational
ministry. Should not the local
church play a key role in those
persons’ discipleship as well?
Certainly. It is the responsibility
of churches and their leaders to
raise up the next generation of pastors and missionaries.
Currently in Indianapolis, churches and pastors who take
that calling seriously have to look elsewhere to thoroughly
provide the training necessary for those heading to vocational
ministry. Students must either relocate, or go online, or take
extension-campus classes from schools located elsewhere.
While I am grateful for the efforts of those schools, and praise
God for the wealth of educational options, I equally believe
that Indianapolis would benefit from a local seminary—one
that works hand-in-hand with the churches and pastors of
central Indiana.
Indianapolis Theological Seminary has come into
existence, therefore, to collaborate with local churches to
supplement and empower their own efforts in biblical and
theological training. The curriculum involves a combination
of robust in-class courses taught by credentialed scholars
and formative church-based internships led by experienced
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(continued from page 1)

subsequently Adam) to disobey God. Satan first tempted Eve
to take away from God’s law in Genesis 3:1, “Did God actually
say?” Then after questioning what God actually said Eve
added to God’s law in Genesis 3:3, “Neither should we touch
it.” From Adam and Eve, to the church at Ephesus, and even
in today’s church the temptation remains the same, to add or
take away from God’s law. With the temptation to distort God’s
word in one way or another, Paul instructs Timothy to guard
the truth (I Timothy 6:20). Correct teaching is such a big deal
to Paul that he begins and ends I Timothy with instruction to
deal with false teaching. Sound doctrine is in accordance with
the gospel (the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ)
and is life-giving. Sound doctrine is so important because
the gospel is the only answer to the sin-sick pathology of the
human heart.
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pastors. In order to be an effective minister of the gospel,
pastors need training in Biblical Languages, Biblical
Theology, Historical Theology, Systematic Theology, History
of Philosophy and Apologetics, as well as incarnationally
learned Practical Theology. The combination of courses and
internships are aimed at providing students exactly that.
ITS began when a group of pastors gathered in 2014 to
discuss how we are currently raising up the next generation
of church leaders, and what we can do to improve—in other
words, how are we fulfilling 2 Timothy
2:2. Out of that initial meeting, seven
individual pastors and former-pastors
began regularly meeting to formally
launch the seminary. Classes began
in the fall of 2015 with an energetic
student body.
The exciting news now is this:
starting in the fall of 2016 ITS will
begin to offer the full curriculum of in-class courses that will
comprise an “MA in Biblical and Theological Ministry.” During
that course of study students will be able to add the internships
necessary for earning an MDiv. You can learn more at the
website www.indysem.org.
Stay tuned for announcements regarding the first classes
that will run this fall, how you could enroll or just audit one
course, how to pray for ITS, how to donate to ITS, and other
ways you can be involved in this new work right here in our
city.
ITS sees the imperative of discipling the next generation
of church leaders, and is committed to establishing this
education in Indianapolis so that pastors do not need to send
students away during these crucial years of development. I
for one am excited that Northside will have this resource right
here in our city so that we too can “entrust to faithful men who
will be able to teach others also.”

The big picture of Paul’s letter to Timothy is so that “you
may know how one ought to behave in the household of God,
which is the church of the living God” (I Timothy 3:14-15). In
order for there to be correct order Timothy must first deal with
false teachers (I Timothy 1:3-20). A correct understanding of
the gospel leads to practical, visible change in the lives of
those who believe it. Paul’s desire for Ephesus is that they
live in a way that clearly displays the beauty of the gospel to
the lost world.
As we dive into I Timothy, pray with me that this epistle will
greatly impact the life of Northside and that we will be faithful
to the calling of living Christ-centered lives. To God be the
glory for what he has done and will do in the life of Northside!
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Our Pastor the Pilot and Grace on Wings

A family was in need of help. Their father had worked for Wycliffe Bible Translators for 30 years. Now in the latter days of his life, he was experiencing health problems and needed to be moved from Orlando, Florida to a hospital in New Jersey
where he would be close to the loving care of family members.
Transporting someone who needs constant medical attention is not an easy
task, particularly when transporting across several states. It involves a team of
experts and is generally an expensive process. To help families who find themselves in this situation, a unique ministry was formed. Grace on Wings provides air
transportation for patients in need of help. Based in Indianapolis, the organization
transports patients in the continental United States. All Grace on Wings professional services (pilots, medical staff, and medical supplies) are free to the patients
and their families. However, the cost for fuel, maintenance, and insurance for the
aircraft is a necessary expense for Grace on Wings to operate, so the direct cost of
these expenses is covered by the patient, family, or insurance company.
The crew consists of at least two medical personnel. Each flight is carefully
reviewed by the Medical Director and staffing is tailored to the needs of the patient.
A typical flight will have a Critical Care Nurse with a Respiratory Therapist or Paramedic.
Northside’s Senior Pastor, Eric Martin, has been a pilot for several years and
has a great love for flying planes. Upon hearing about the ministry of Grace on
Wings, he knew he wanted to get involved and help those in need. He flew his first
mission with Grace on Wings on March 23rd, the Wednesday before Easter, serving as the co-pilot. The assignment was to fly the former Wycliffe employee from
Florida to New Jersey, as mentioned at the beginning of this article. Shelli Engle,
RN, Event Coordinator and Flight Nurse with Grace on Wings says, “Pastor Eric
actually followed with us through the entire mission process which included riding
in the ambulance on both ends with the patient and going with us to the hospital in
Florida and the receiving facility in New Jersey. He had the opportunity to interact
with the family which is always my favorite part.”
Pastor Eric will be on call to do two or three flights a month. Please pray for him
and for the ministry of Grace on Wings as they show the love
of Christ to people in crisis.

Pastor Eric Martin in the cockpit on
his first flight with Grace on Wings.

A look inside. The plane is equipped
to handle almost any emergency.

For more information, go to www.graceonwings.org.

Preparing the patient for transport.
Patient reunited with his family after the flight.
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One Year with Your Students

by Asa Hart, Associate Pastor of Student Ministry
I have officially been pastoring Northside families and
students for a little over a year now. I have experienced and
wrestled with cultural differences of which I was completely
unaware (for example, I have never seen schools assign so
much homework and dominate the daily schedules of students as I have here. Of course, my home state of TN ranks
49th in education and school was not near as much a focus
in my upbringing – for good or for ill ... I mean, for gooder; or
for, not,, goodinessyness). But your students have impacted
my thought-life and my prayer-life. It no longer matters to
me if I think something communicates truth well to post-modern millenials so long as it presents the truth to students at
Northside Baptist Church in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Your students have ministered to me. They are always
bringing joy and laughter to my experience as pastor. It’s a
profound ministry to pastors – to give them the ability and
the occasion to laugh! Genuine laughter in a genuine interaction between two people levels all pretense and fear.
Some of my favorite time here has been eating meals
with students one-on-one and hearing about their lives.
There have been moments where I am taken aback by their
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depth and maturity. There are moments where I am not!
But it is evident that we have a strong core of students with
a hunger for God’s Word here. That is a testament to their
spiritual heritage and I am honored to shepherd them.
My vision for the culture of Northside Student Ministry
is that it be a safe place for students to ask questions of the
Bible that the Bible itself demands being asked. I want them
to have the confidence that they can bring any friend here
and he/she will feel welcome and that they will be able to
freely ask their own questions and that they in turn will hear
the Gospel preached. The goal of NSM is that our students
would 1) Know their Bible, 2) Relationally connect with older
members of our congregation, and 3) See the Gospel as the
center of all of life.
I have now been a youth pastor at Northside for 14
months. I am grateful for the privilege and opportunity to do
what I do for this church. I am looking forward to the coming
year as I see that we are standing on the brink of something
large. We are looking to God to grow and to save and we
believe that he will! Thank you for the privilege to pastor!

Iron Sharpens Iron Men’s Event
Join us at Highland Lakes Baptist Camp on April 29, 2016. Recommended age for the event is age 12 and up. Join the
men as we camp out in tents, play softball and football and enjoy some guy time. $10 per person
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VBS Kids Camp: July 18-22, 9 AM to Noon at Northside
FREE EVENT for kids age 4 through grade 5

This summer, take your kids on an adventure like no other,
deep within the mysterious sea. As kids submerge themselves in God’s Word, they will discover that Jesus didn’t just
see what’s on the outside of people. He looked deep down
on the inside. So grab your goggles, step into your flippers,
and dive in to find truth below the surface!
“Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my
concerns. See if there is any offensive way in me; lead me in
the everlasting way.” Psalm 139:23-24 (HCSB)
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Northside Baptist Church, Indianapolis, Indiana

Transformed women’s retreat is going on the road for
2016! Northside will be one of three host locations this year.
This rewarding weekend challenges women to grow in their
relationship with Christ and to answer His radical call to
reach the nations with His Good News.
Save the date! April 15-16 at Northside Baptist Church.
Cost is $65. Sign up at www.scbi.org.

Keynote Speaker: Martha Lawley

Martha began her professional career practicing law in Houston, Texas. In 1999, Martha
was called to be the Women’s
Consultant for the Utah-Idaho
Southern
Baptist
Convention where she served for two
years until her family relocated
to northern Wyoming. Martha
and her husband, Roger, attend
First Southern Baptist Church
of Worland, Wyoming where
she is a Bible Study leader
and a member of the women’s
ministry team. They have three
wonderful married children and
four precious grandchildren.
Martha has been blessed to
lead women’s conferences and retreats nationwide. God
has given her a passion for discipleship and called her to
minister to women. She is the author of the women’s Bible
study, Attending the Bride of Christ: Preparing for His Return
and has contributed to other women’s leadership books. She
has also written numerous articles for LifeWay’s Women’s
Ministry web page and blog. For more information visit www.
marthalawley.com.
Sarah Bohrer and the praise team from Hope Community
Church in Brownsburg, Indiana will be leading the worship
music at this event.
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Special Breakfast for Pastors’ Wives

There will be a breakfast for the wives of pastors and other
vocational ministers who serve in State Convention of Baptists of Indiana churches. This will be held in Northside’s
Christian Life Center on Saturday, April 16 at 8:00 AM. Come
be refreshed alongside other women who minister with their
husbands. Please register by March 15th.

Missionaries Ron and Marilyn Leonard

North American Mission Board (Mission Service Corps) missionaries, Ron and Marilyn Leonard, and their dog Molly,
minister to military men and women who suffer from PTSD
(Post Traumatic Stress Disorder). Ron retired from the military (10 years US Navy and 10 years Army National Guard)
in 2004. In 2007 God called him and his wife to share on the
post traumatic stress syndrome and how the body of Christ
can biblically respond. They continue to share about PTSD
but also equip and encourage churches to reach out to their
local Reserve and National Guard units.

Schedule
Friday, April 15
9:30 Early Bird Breakout Session 1
10:30 Early Bird Breakout Session 2
11:00 Registration Opens
11:15 Lunch/free time on your own
1:30 Breakout Session 1
2:30 Breakout Session 2
3:30 Breakout Session 3
4:30 Dinner/free time on your own
7:00 Worship Session
8:30 Coffee Connection!
Saturday, April 16
8:00 Morning Praise & Devotion
8:00 Pastors’ Wives Breakfast
8:30 Breakout Session 4
9:30 Breakout Session 5
10:30 Breakout Session 6
11:30 Lunch Provided
1:30 Breakout Session 7
2:30 Worship Session/ Close
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Prayer Retreat at Highland Lakes

Dr. Tim Beougher

Join us for a very special day away as we focus on enhancing our prayer life. The quiet and serene setting in the woods
of Highland Lakes Baptist Camp will lend to meditating on
and worshiping God our Creator.
Here are the details...
Date: Saturday, April 23
Place: Highland Lakes Baptist Camp
Led by Dr. Tim Beougher
Time: 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
If you would like to carpool, meet in the east parking lot of
Northside at 8:45 AM.
Sign up by April 13 on the Worship Response Form in the
church bulletin or contact the church office at 317-255-6692
or office@northsideindy.org.
Suggested donation: $10 per person. (Not required.) Lunch
will be provided at the retreat.

Our prayer retreat speaker, Dr.
Tim Beougher, is the Associate dean at the Billy Graham
School of Missions, Evangelism
and Ministry at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky.
He has written and edited numerous works related to evangelism, discipleship, and
spiritual awakening, including Overcoming Walls to Witnessing; Training Leaders to Make Disciples; Evangelism for a
Changing World; Accounts of a Campus Revival: Wheaton
College 1995; and Richard Baxter and Conversion.
Dr. Beougher currently serves as senior pastor of West
Broadway Baptist Church in Louisville and has ministry experience as an evangelist, church planter, and interim pastor. He was interim pastor at Northside in 2009-2010.

Families are welcome, but childcare is not available.
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DISCOVER YOUR TRUE

www.gocrossings.org/camp2016
ULTIMATE YOUTH CAMP (JULY 8-12, 2016)

 ach year our students spend a time away from all the distractions of everyday life
E
DATES:
and focus
on their relationship with God. In addition to the awesome worship time and
personal quiet time, there are exciting activities for all the students. This year, UYC will
be at Crossings Camp in Cedarmore, Kentucky.

LOCATION & CAMP PASTOR:

Total cost for camp is $250. Sign up at
www.northsideindy.org/students.html
No deposit
SIGNrequired.
UP DEADLINE:
Scholarships are available.

COST
& MONEY DUE
SIGN UP FOR UYC
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At UYC we’ll examine John 4 to see how
our Lord helped the Samaritan woman
DATE:
see her IDENTITY before she met Him,
and recognize her new IDENTITY after she met Him. We all need this, so
come join us as
we examine our
April 2016
IDENTITY.
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Our IDENTITY is defined by our name,
our core beliefs, our characteristics that
others recognize in us, etc…

Camp speaker - Dustin Neeley
Dustin has been the Planter and
Lead Pastor of Crossing Church
since its inception in 2005.

Northside Baptist Church, Indianapolis, Indiana
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New members’ class begins Sunday, April 17 at 9:15 AM in Room D103

Membership Matters

Finding your place is important. The Bible speaks of the
body of Christ, the church, having similarity to the human
body functioning in unity as each part carries out it’s purpose.
In 1 Corinthians 12:12, Paul wrote, “For just as the body
is one and has many members, and all the members of the
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.”
We want you to be sure of your place in the body. Is
God drawing you to Himself to become a believer, to accept
the gift of grace through faith? Have you been a believer for
many years, but you’re new to Northside? If your answer
is yes to either question, or anything in between, we want
you to come to our Membership Matters class that starts this
month.
This is a five-week class, meeting every Sunday morning at 9:15 in Room D103.
The class is an opportunity to meet our pastors and hear
what we believe, what is important to us and how we hope
to accomplish our mission as a church. Attending this class
in no way obligates you to become a member. The purpose
is to acquaint you with the church so you can make an informed decision moving forward.
In addition to meeting staff members and learning about
Northside, it’s a great opportunity to meet others who, like
you, are new to the church. Please plan to be part of the first
class on April 17.
Hal Ames completed our Membership Matters class and
was added as a member of Northside at our March business
meeting. Welcome, Hal! We also appreciate you and
your family opening your home to host a Life Group.

Shepherding a Child’s Heart

In anticipation of our Parent and Child Dedication taking
place during our worship service on Mother’s Day, a two-part
class for parents will be offered on Sunday morning, April 24
and May 1 at 9:30 in Room D111.

Sundays
9:00 - 10:15 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carter Class - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
West Class - D112
Woessner Class - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113

April 2016
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Jr/Sr High
Assembly Room
Elementary
Kids Cove
Preschool
Various Rooms
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Loving with Actions and in Truth

by Julie Patterson, Covenant Foods Ministry Volunteer
1 John 3:16-18 says, “This is how we know what love is:
Jesus Christ laid down His life for us. And we ought to lay down
our lives for our brothers. If anyone has material possessions
and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can
the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love with
words or tongue, but with actions and in truth.”
Our Covenant Foods ministry gives the members of
Northside an opportunity to love, not just with words, but
with actions and in truth. Whatever role you serve in, you
are valued, appreciated, and needed to make this ministry
possible! You might be a greeter at the door, working at the
check-in table, handing out food at the bread and produce
tables, serving as a counselor, filling bags with the items our
guests have chosen from our menu, carrying groceries to the
cars for our guests, or working as a ‘floater’ by doing many
necessary things wherever you are needed.
If you’re not free on Tuesdays, there are other important
ways to serve. Lift up this ministry in prayer! We’ve seen
God respond in a mighty way when His people pray! Pick up
food donations from stores and restaurants on various days
of the week. Support and thank businesses that have been
so generous to us: Kroger, Fresh Thyme, Entenmanns, Papa
Johns, Bob Evans, and Chipotle. Place your food donations
in the shopping carts provided. A list of items needed is in the
bulletin each week.
The food that God provides for our guests is wonderful,
but the heart of the ministry is sharing Jesus’ love and God’s
gift of salvation with everyone who comes through the door.
The mercy and grace that God has shown to us is what He
wants us to show others. We are striving, with God’s help, to
judge less and love more!
Before the doors open at 4:00, the volunteers gather for
a time of devotion and prayer. It helps us to clear our minds
of any distractions, and focus on what God has called us to
do. Recently during this time, one of our volunteers presented
us with a challenge. He asked us to really focus on what it
means to let our guests see Jesus through us. Later, at the end

10

The

N RTHSIDE Vision April 2016
BAPTIST CHURCH

of the night, he played a song for us that speaks of meeting
people in heaven who have been influenced and impacted
by something we said or did, even when we weren’t aware
of it. It made us realize that everything we say and do has a
positive or negative effect on someone, whether we know it
or not.
If God is speaking to your heart about serving in Covenant
Foods, please come and work alongside us! You will be
blessed in ways you can’t even imagine!

Gospel Definitions
“At its core, the gospel is Jesus as the substitute for
sinners. We could summarize the whole by saying
that in his life Jesus lives in perfect submission to the
will of God and he fulfills his righteous standard (the
law). In his death on the cross he quenches God’s
wrath against sin, satisfying the sovereign demand for
justice. In his resurrection he is victorious over sin and
death. All of this is done on behalf of sinners in need
of redemption and offered to all who believe. This is
therefore very ‘good news.’
“Jesus’ life is good news, for his obedience to the
Father and fulfillment of the law is for us. While we
as sinners fail to keep the law, Jesus was perfectly
faithful. Jesus’ death is good news because his death
was a payment for our sin, and by it we are cleansed
from our guilt and released from condemnation.
Jesus’ resurrection is good news because his victory
over death is ours and through it we look forward to a
resurrection of our own.”
- Joe Thorn in Note to Self: The Discipline of Preaching
to Yourself

Northside Baptist Church, Indianapolis, Indiana
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:30 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Our Staff
Pastoral Staff

Support Staff

Eric Martin
emartin@NorthsideIndy.org
Senior Pastor

Micah Langmaack
micah@NorthsideIndy.org
Facilities Manager

John Reeder
jreeder@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship

Jan Jeter
office@NorthsideIndy.org
Office Assistant

Asa Hart
ahart@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Students

Barbara Cross
bcross@NorthsideIndy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin

Nicholas Piotrowski
nicholas@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Theological Development

Current Groups
Fall Creek near Binford
Hosts: Asa & Krista Hart
Thursdays at 7 PM
Email: ahart@northsideindy.org
Phone: (502) 377-2267
Lawrence: Kensington Farms
Hosts: Van & Erin Dickerson
Meets every other Sunday at 5 PM
Van Dickerson 317-529-7981
Erin Dickerson 317-602-0994
Newly Married/Fishers
Sundays after church

Email: sven.christiansen64@gmail.com

Phone: (317) 504-8228

Sundays, 9:30 - 10:15 AM
Walking in Christ
The Bible says “As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk
in Him” (Col. 2:6). What does that look like? How do we “walk in Christ?”
This course is designed to answer just that question. Pastor Eric will lead the
class through twelve crucial spiritual disciplines for developing our walk in Christ.
Come join the discussion as we reflect on these healthy habits for nurturing the
health of our souls. Begins April 3rd in room D114. Teacher: Eric Martin. All are
welcome.
New Testament 1
St. Augustine once quipped, “The Bible is shallow enough for a child not to
drown, yet deep enough for an elephant to swim.” In studying the Old Testament
so far this year, we have certainly seen how beautifully simple and clear the message is, but equally profound and inspiring. Now is the perfect time to join us as
we turn to the New Testament, and continue our trek through the book of books.
Begins April 3rd in room D110. Teacher: Nicholas Piotrowski. All are welcome.

Fishers
Thursday evenings
Hosts: Dave & Lori Blankenship
Email: jimmoran1956@gmail.com
Phone:(317) 509-6746
Fishers: Women
Sundays after church
Hostess: Jan Jeter
Email: office@northsideindy.org
Phone: 317-255-6692
Ravenswood
Friday evenings
Host: Hal & Dalen Ames
Leaders: Dennis Brooks &
Mike Bowman
Phone: 317-617-0290

