THE CHURCH CONFRONTS RACISM

A Case Study 

The church was very fortunate to have the denominational college close to its location. Many college students made the church their home and were eager to work in the church. They had helped the church reach its community in some new and exciting ways. The missions committee and the pastor decided to feature the college students at their annual missions banquet.

It was agreed that the families of the church would adopt college students for a one year period and be their family away from home and provide a mentoring relationship for spiritual nurturing. 

The committee decided that they would put the names of the families who wanted to host a student in one bucket and the students names in another bucket and on the night of the missions banquet they would draw a name from each bucket and link up the students and the families. 

Among the students were two black Jamaican young ladies who had been volunteering in children's clubs and had been very successful. The youngster really like the Jamaican accent of the women and thought they were cool! Because they were sisters they asked if they could be linked up with the same family. This was agreed upon by the committee and the pastor. 

On the evening of the banquet, toward the end of the evening after several mission presentations had been made and much excitement was developed about reaching the world with the gospel of Christ. The drawing began. Everything went smoothly until they came to the two Jamaicans. Their names were drawn from the bucket and then the name of a family was drawn and read aloud to the audience. However, no one moved. The pastor was sitting up front and could see the family in the back of the church but they refused to move up to the front of the auditorium to be linked up with the Jamaican students. 

1. If you were the pastor, what would you do immediately? Please list the options and the consequences. 

2. What would you do with the couple who refused to take the girls? 

3. What could have been done to prevent this from happening?

4. What kind of racism is demonstrated in this context?

5. What should the church do to make sure this does not happen again. 

