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Final Flight 
A number of our ARA Comrades are gone and these were reported in the Nov/Dec issue of the VHPA Aviator. 
We regret not having more information on some of these brothers. 
Barrolucci, Ronald A. USA; RVN’ 69-70 C/2/20 ARA & 1/9 CAV/1CAV; DFC; Callsign Blue Max. 

Ronald A Barrolucci of Brooklyn, NY, formerly of Ansonia, CT entered eternal rest on August 31, 2012 in his residence. Ron 
was born in Derby, CT on August 23, 1952. He was employed as a litigation attorney in New York City for many years. 
 
Greenfield, Ronald B. USA; Flight Class 68-8/68-10; RVN; 68-69 A/4/77ARA 101 ABN; died August 5, 2017. No other details. 
 
Heisterman, Robert J. USA MAJ (Ret); Flight Class 65-7; RVN 65-66 119 AHC; 68-69 4/77 ARA 101 ABN; 69 101 AVN BN 101 
ABN. 

Bob was born on December 13, 1941 and left this world from San Angelo, TX on June 9, 2017 after a long illness. Bob was 
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant of Field Artillery through ROTC in Florida and eventually retired as a Major. Before his   
illness Bob lived in Port Aransas, TX with his wife, Karen. 
 During his retirement years, Heisterman sought out and induced many of his former comrades to join the VHPA, especially 
during the nineties when many of those he had contacted had not heard of the organization. 
 During his first tour at Camp Holloway, Bob was shot down in a UH-1B gunship, along with future fellow VHPA member Ron 
Richtsmeir, on July 28, 1966. They went down just before dark in 200 feet of triple canopy jungle near Dak To. All four crew     
members were injured, and Heisterman was pinned in the wreckage. He was pinned on his side in the left pilot’s seat, partly on the 
jungle floor, with the Huey on its left side on top of him. Richtsmeier and gunner SSG Reed, were the only crew members able to 
walk. The two lurched into a small, 40-foot clearing in the darkness just as a rescue helicopter swept it with his searchlight, and they 
were picked up. Unfortunately, a rescue effort for Heisterman and the crew chief could not be mounted until first light. 
 U.S. infantry soldiers, guided by Rechtsmeier’s directions and those of Ken Christersen, their wingman when they went down, 
rappelled down on ropes from a Chinook and effected rescue of the other two crewmembers. All four eventually recovered from 
their injuries, although Bob spent about nine months in hospitals. 
 Robert Heisterman is survived by his wife, Karen. 
 
Mullen, Warren E. USA LTC (Ret), RVN 65-66 A/2/20 ARA; No other details. 
 
Simpson, John F. USA CW3 (Ret); Flight Class: 70-10; RVN 70 B/25 AVN 25 INF, 71 C/4/77 ARA 101 ABN; BSPH (2), CM; Call 
Sign: Griffin 21. 
 John Franklin Simpson passed away quietly at his home in Boca Raton, FL and August 16, 2017.  John was born on March 7, 
1937 in Newark, NJ. 
 John served twelve years in the U.S. Navy as an electronics instructor and a P2V (submarine search aircraft) flight crew mem-
ber. John was a member of the Navy’s Operation Deep Freeze (stationed with his brother Jim) in New Zealand and the Antarctic.  
 John transferred to the Army in 1967 as an electronics and communications specialist. He attended the Special Forces         
Qualification Course and Army Airborne School. He served as a Green beret with the 46

th
 Special Forces in Thailand. That           

experience resulted in John’s first book “Operation Minerva”. John requested to go to Helicopter Flight School and in 1970        
graduated at the top of his class. He was given his choice of advanced aircraft qualification. His choice was AH-1G Cobra School. 
Upon graduation from Cobra School, he received orders for RVN. Following Vietnam, John was stationed in Nuremburg, Germany 
with Air Cav Troop, 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment, where he served as a border patrol pilot, AH-1G maintenance Test Pilot, and 
Company Training Officer. After returning stateside and following retirement, he went to work for Bell Helicopter in Isfahan, Iran 
as a Cobra Instructor and AH-1G Maintenance Test Pilot. In 1979, he narrowly escaped Iran following the fall of Shah Mohammad 
Reva Pahlavi’s regime, his book “Ten Months in Iran”. 
 Following John’s second retirement, he worked as a technical writer, publications consultant as well as an engineer. John wrote 
over 300 technical manuals as well as the books previously mentioned. 
 He is survived by his second wife and best friend, JoAnn of 37 years. 
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AERIAL ROCKET ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION 

Membership Application/Renewal Form 

 
This form may be used for Applying for New Membership or for Renewing Existing Membership. Please circle 
that which is appropriate. 
     
 Name      ____________     Wife’s Name      ________ 
 
 Rank       Membership Number     ______ 
            (At time of service in ARA)              (If known) 
  
 Retired Rank (if applicable)     Service Number     __________ 
 
List all ARA Units that you served in.______ 

 
     Battery/Battalion         Dates of Service               Call Sign 
 
                  _____________________         
        From mo/yr to mo/yr 
                  ______________________          
        From mo/yr to mo/yr 
 
Current Address:           
      Street or PO Box 
 
             
    City          State       Zip Code 
 
Phone:             
                             Home         Work (if okay)   Cell 
 
E-Mail Address:        
 
Association membership is on an annual basis (unless member opts for life membership) running from January 1 to December 31 and 
is past due on January 31.  
 
Annual dues are $25.00 regardless of when submitting. 
 
Life membership (if paid in full) is $250.00.  Life membership may also be paid in $50.00 installments on a quarterly basis until paid 
in full. 
 
Total amount enclosed    _____ (Please indicate in remarks section of check whether this is Initial Membership, Member-
ship Renewal, Life Membership in full, Life Membership payment #. 
 
Mail completed application to:     Aerial Rocket Artillery Association 
           C/O Herbert L. Hirst        For Office Use Only 
           P.O. Box 220         Check #       
           North Plains, OR 97133-0220      Check Date      
                  Amount    
Web address – www.araassociation.com            Date Rcvd    

http://www.araassociation.com

