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Whole Lotta Change
[Jesus] said, "Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”
Matthew 18:3
We had a fantastic week at Vacation Bible School in July. It was so great seeing all the young children, with the assistance of the older team leaders. One thing that always sticks with me long after the week is over is the songs. They
keep going through my mind for several days. One I remembered was the closing song for our VBS worship service. It
was the one entitled “Whole Lotta Change,” and the refrain went like this:
There’s a whole lotta change coming your way, ’Cause like it or not nothing stays the same.
So hold on tight and follow real close. God is good and He’s in control.
This song makes me think about the future. You may have heard that the only thing constant is change. Change is necessary to adapt to new circumstances. We have to respond to different conditions as they arise. So when the world
changes, we respond. This is true for our lives, and it is also true for the church. With change, God’s Word is adapted
to new circumstances and new generations. Guided by the Holy Spirit, this change helps us to remain faithful to God’s
work in the world. We can see the start of this at Salem with our new musician, Laura Crumbleholme, and with the worship we conducted in July through our VBS services and our Jazz services.
So during the upcoming weeks, we will be looking at some new things. For worship, August 3 rd and 4th, we will have
Frank Pealstrom lead our music. You will remember Frank from the band Broken Shackles, who have lead worship at
Salem several times over the years. This time, Frank will be solo on his guitar, and besides some familiar tunes he will
also be playing some original compositions. On Sunday is the baptism of Camden Roelens, who is the son of Heather
and Anthony Roelens, grandson of Michelle Titterington. That Sunday is also the day that we award the Youngdahl
Scholarship to Nate Tillberg, and an Endowment Scholarship to Ava Miller. It will be a big weekend!
For the following two weekends we will be hearing different voices from guest preachers. For August 10 th and 11th, our
friend Pastor Joe Robb will be here. Pastor Robb was the interim pastor at Salem prior to my call here, and did a great
job. This is also the weekend we bless our student’s backpacks, and the school supplies going to Willard School so all
the students there will have a new start. Then on August 17th and 18th, Pastor Larry Conway will be at Salem to preach.
As Chaplain at Friendship Manor, Pastor Conway has a special perspective on ministry. He also has an amazing voice
with a God-given talent for singing.
For Sunday, August 25th, we end the month by celebrating the baptism of Adeline Tillberg, daughter of Blake and Jessica Tillberg, granddaughter of Dick Tillberg, and great-granddaughter of Barb Tillberg. We will end the month we as we
began it, with the new life we find in baptism. I’m also working on a new approach to preaching that I hope to introduce
this weekend.
It seems that the church must embrace change in order to thrive and not just survive. This involves change in all areas
of our church life, and in our witness to the community around us. “Whole Lotta Change” will continue as we begin our
program year in September. Jesus even tells us the way to accomplish this. We must become like little children, in that
we put our complete trust in what God is doing in the church. So look forward to new things occurring at Salem, as we
look to the future. Keep praying! Then plan to get involved with our ministries, for as the song goes, “God is good and
He’s in control.”
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Call to order: The meeting was called to order at 11:10 a.m. by President Steve Morford. Pastor Willers began the meeting with a prayer. Minutes were corrected to reflect the actual date of the
May, 2019 Council Meeting. Minutes were then accepted as amended.
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Treasurer’s Report: Nancy Patterson reported that, at first glance, April 2019 appeared to be a great
giving month, but offered 3 caveats: 1) April had 5 Sundays. 2) One of those Sundays was Easter. 3)
Some congregational members extra giving came in one lump sum rather than monthly. Therefore,
although our budget appears to be ahead (a positive $1200 for the year at the end of April), there are
questions about how long that situation may continue. Looking ahead to May, we are a little behind in
giving, not counting the giving from May 26. Giving has slowed in May. But with the surplus in April,
we anticipate that we are at a break-even situation. Expenses are caught up, and contained nothing
unusual. We have not yet received the large pledged donation toward the Youth and Family Director
salary. May's financial report will be handed out at the Congregational Meeting on June 2.
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Personnel: Church Secretary Donna Weeks has given her notice. Ann Miller will fill in on a
temporary basis. Organist Ilga Higbee has retired due to health concerns. Beth Tagtmeier will fill in
next week, and we are exploring options for music. Laura Crumbleholme may be interested in providing music on Sunday, but not on Saturday. We may have to rely on recorded music for a short period
of time. Nursery Attendant Cami Flippo will leave for college in August, and therefore that position is
also open.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor reported that the sanctuary air conditioning unit broke the previous night,
and Property will look into the problem. However, we must come up with a schedule of preventative
maintenance to avoid such failures in the future. Also, the Fire Department needs a spare key for the
fire alarm panel in the Knox Box.
Old Business: Barb Tillberg will be moving north to live closer to her daughter. The congregation will
host a coffee for her before she goes as she is a life-long member of Salem. Pastor also suggested
that we host a fundraiser for Donna Weeks - perhaps a taco dinner in July, or some similar event.
Donations could go to Donna's GoFundMe site to offset her medical expenses. At some point after
Ilga Higbee's surgery, we should host a coffee for her as well to thank Ilga for her service. There was
further discussion about electronic options for worship music. Although there are electronic options,
the church does not have the technology systems in place to adequately use a recorded system.
New Business: We have been approached by Messiah Lutheran Church in Port Byron, Illinois
to split the cost of a church consultant who focuses on long range planning in November. The consultant is Jeff Lindman, a retired pastor, and the cost would be approximately $600. Pastor Lindman's
process generally consists of meetings and workshops with church leaders and staff, preaching a
Sunday, then giving recommendations to the council. Pastor Willers sees value to this as his retirement is approaching and the opportunity for organized future planning will be valuable. The decision
was made to ask Darren Klocke to provide a report showing the extra giving pledges and progress.
This will be helpful in predicting whether or not the increased giving can be sustained. Pastor mentioned that we have raised some money for the roof. We now need to hire a structural engineer to find
the source of our problems. Nancy Patterson moves that we hire a structural engineer to do an analysis of the building needs, with this engineer being paid from the current roof funds. Darlene Hann
seconded. The motion carried.
The slate of incoming officers for next year's council was announced.
Adjournment: Nancy Patterson moved that the meeting be adjourned at 12:12 p.m. Rita Gustafson seconded. The motion carried. The meeting concluded with the Lord's Prayer.
Respectfully submitted, Rita Gustafson, Secretary

Dear Salem Friends,

GARY BENSON by Dick Tillberg,
Barbara Tillberg, Sunny Tedell, Merlin & Marilyn Swanson, Ruth Grimes,
Don & Claudette Swensson.

CORRINE DREON by Jerry & Cynthia Benson

I would like to thank all of you for the
love and support you gave Bob and I
throughout the years. We enjoyed
watching the generations grow, and
please keep Salem growing. Salem was our second
home.
God Bless You All,
Barb Tillberg
My new address: Oak Park Place
800 Waldo Street Apt. 2028
Baraboo, Wisconsin, 53913.
Phone # 608-355-6082

We would like to say a huge thank you to all of our participant families and
volunteers for a wonderful Vacation Bible School. A special thank you to
those who devoted many hours of time…above and beyond the call of duty…
to make the week special for all kids enrolled in VBS. We had over 80 children participate in VBS this year, 14 crew leaders, and over 25 volunteers.
Thanks also to all those who contributed, supported and prayed for our week of VBS.
Miranda and Sally

UPCOMING EVENTS

SALEM-WILLARD OUTREACH
The Salem-Willard Outreach Committee will be collecting school supplies during the summer months for the
Willard School students’ 2019-2020 school year. Listed below are items we will be collecting. Deadline for the
collection is Sunday August 4, 2019 so the items may be sorted and delivered to Willard the week before
school starts. Thank you for your support!

High Priority Items: Expo Dry Erase Markers, Lysol Wipes, Boxes of Kleenex, Sweat pants
(children’s small and medium), Plastic Boxes for crayons. Additional items needed: Glue Sticks,
Rulers, #2 pencils- Ticonderoga, Pocket folders- no prongs, Hand sanitizer, Box of washable Markers (classic
Colors) Headphones (over the ear), Crayons -24 count, box of colored pencils, Zip Lock bags- Quart, Gallon,
and sandwich size, Wide rule Spiral Notebooks, 3”x5” Ruled Index Cards, 5”x& Ruled Index Cards.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
SALEM HOSTING FREE CLASSES TO HELP REDUCE FALLS AND INCREASE ACTIVITY. We
can start the series of MATTERS OF BALANCE classes, coordinated with Western Illinois on Aging, as soon
as we have at least 8 people sign up. We provided these classes several years ago and had a very good
turnout. If you have fallen in the past year, have had decreased activity, have lost some of your strength and
balance, you should strongly consider coming to these FREE classes. We would plan to do them either 2
times a week, Tuesdays and Thursdays for 4 weeks, or one time a week on Tuesdays for 8 weeks. The sessions are 2 hours long. The classes are fun, very good and helpful. Pre-registration is required. Please let
me know if you will come so I can get the classes arranged. You will not regret it! This is for men and women
over 60. Let me know your preference of times. PLEASE sign up by AUGUST 8th on the sheet located on the
Parish Nurse Bulletin Board in the Narthex. Melody, Parish Nurse
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ATTENDANCE FOR JULY

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
YTD as of 6/30/2019

5 PM

June 29/30
July 6/7
July 13/14
July 20/21
Avg. of all services

30
26
24
25
26

10 AM

58
62
94
61
69

Total

88
88
118
86
95

Income

$120,007

Expenses

$112,844

Difference

$7163

YOUTH
Here are a few words from our Confirmands who attended Confirmation Camp this year (June 23-27, 2019):
“I had a lot of fun at LOMC! My favorite part was zip lining and all the other activities were fun too. I met a lot
of new people and I want to thank the church for letting us Confirmands have those experiences. Thank you
again,” —Becca Cramer
“I am so thankful for being blessed with the opportunity to go to LOMC. I learned so much about teamwork
and my Christian faith. I made so many friends and got closer with my existing friends. I loved being outside
and learning about God and nature.” –Joshua Morrow
“Camp was a really great experience. We did so many things. It was a good experience not having your
phone and being away from home. Most kids would not want to leave their phone but really you don’t even
miss it. This trip also helped me connect more with God and have a great time with my friends.” —Alison
Locander
“Confirmation Camp was fun and a great experience! Although it was muddy and there were many bugs it
was very fun! My favorite things were zip lining, canoeing, the dance party and team building. I hope that
people continue to go because they would have a blast!!” —Brynn
Confirmation Camp was an amazing experience. Thanks to the confirmation families, Salem’s Endowment
committee and LOMC for providing partial scholarships to our campers. I am very proud of our Confirmands
for their behavior, their participation, their ability to give up electronics for a week. -Sally Patterson

Mark your calendars! Rally Day (the first day of Sunday School)
is September 15th at 8:45 AM! We will have an ice cream social
(pulled pork sandwiches) following the 10:00 worship service.

FROM THE PARISH NURSE
RISK FACTORS FOR STROKE
Knowing your risk factors for stroke is the first step in preventing a stroke. You can change or treat some
risk factors, but others you can’t. Risk factors you can change or treat::
*HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE. This is the leading cause of stroke. You need to work with your doctor if you
have been told it is high.
*SMOKING. Smoking damage blocks the blood vessels and causes strokes. Avoid second-hand smoke.
*DIABETES. Diabetes more than doubles your risk of stroke. Be sure to keep your diabetes in control.
*HIGH CHOLESTEROL. This increases the risk of blocked arteries. If an artery in the brain is blocked a
stroke can happen.
*PHYSICAL INACTIVITY AND OBESITY. Both can increase your risk of stroke.
*CAROTID OR OTHER ARTERY DISEASE. A neck artery (carotid) supplies most of the blood to your
brain. If it is damaged by fatty buildup of plaque it can become blocked by a blood clot and cause a stroke.
*ATRIAL FIBRILLATION OR OTHER HEART DISEASE. This is when the heart’s upper chamber quivers
like a bowl of Jello rather than beating in an organized rhythmic way. This can cause the blood to pool and
clot and cause risk for stroke. People with other types of heart disease also have a higher risk of stroke.
*TIAs. TIAs if recognized and treated can reduce the risk of a major stroke. They produce stroke-like
symptoms and usually disappear in 24 hours. You need to know the warning signs of a stroke (mouth
droops to one side, slurred speech, weakness on one side of body, tongue deviating to one side, confusion,
change in vision). If apparent, seek treatment immediately!
*CERTAIN BLOOD DISORDERS. A high red blood cell count makes clots more likely, raising the risk of a
stroke. Sickle Cell Anemia in the main one of these disorders.
*EXCESSIVE ALCOHOL INTAKE. Drinking an average of more than one alcoholic drink per day for women and two drinks per day for men can raise blood pressure. Binge drinking can lead to stroke.
*ILLEGAL DRUG USE. Cocaine, Ecstasy, amphetamines, and Heroin are associated with increase for
stroke.
*SLEEP APNEA. Sleep disorder breathing contributes to strokes.
*PRIOR STROKE OR TIA. You are at a higher risk for another.
*GENDER. Women who use birth control pills or are pregnant have special stroke risks.
*HEREDITY AND RACE. African Americans and Hispanic people with close blood relations that have had
a stroke are at higher risk.
Remember, we’ve talked before about heart health and how important it is to live healthy lifestyles.
Strokes are another disease that you may help prevent.
Melody, Parish Nurse

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019

FROM THE GREEN TEAM
Diversity in Planting Trees

Diversity is a main component of a healthy urban forest. Different species are susceptible to different
pests and different kinds of damage, so the more different kinds of trees are planted in a community, the
less vulnerable the overall community forest will be to invasive species, climate change, or severe weather.
One of the major reasons that Dutch elm disease and emerald ash borer have been so devastating to
communities is that many had planted nothing but elms or a very high proportion of ashes.
The more closely related tree species are, the more likely they are to be vulnerable to the same pests and
damage. So the goal is to follow the 5:10:15 rule: In any community, no more than 5 percent of trees
should be of the same species; no more than 10 percent should be from the same genus; and no more
than 15 percent should be from the same family. When choosing a tree to plant, make sure it is suitable
for the growing conditions of the site and try something new. Look around your street and neighboring
yards to see what they have planted, and choose something different!
More at…
https://www.mortonarb.org/trees-plants/community-trees-program/community-tree-resources/diversityplanting-trees
Brought to you by the Green Team!

PICTURES

New Members were welcomed to Salem on Saturday, July 13th, before the
VBS Service . Laurie Figley (pictured,
Left) is a Rock Island native who currently works two part-time jobs. The ASPCA
volunteer enjoys animals, music, sports,
and doting on her daughter, grandson,
and three cats. Dee Elliott (pictured,
Right) is the daughter of Salem member
Wanda Edwards and the sister of Salem
member Stephanie Elliott. She and fellow new member Michael Green (not
pictured) will be married at Salem and
are busy planning their wedding. Dee is
a restaurant manager and Michael works
in manufacturing. Both enjoy spending
time outdoors reading, fishing, and playing with their pets. Please make sure to
say “hello” to our new members and help
them feel welcome in their new home
church!
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6

7

8
8:00 Maintenance Crew

9
9:30 Green Team
Gardening

10
5:00 Worship
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Pastor on
——Vacation—–
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——Vacation—–-

Pastor on
——Vacation—–

Pastor on
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13
9:30 Polka Band
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15
8:00 Maintenance Crew

16
9:30 Green Team
Gardening

17
5:00 Worship
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——Vacation—–
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——Vacation—–
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——Vacation—–

Pastor on
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10:00 Worship
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20
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22
8:00 Maintenance Crew

23
9:30 Green Team
Gardening

24
5:00 Worship

29
8:00 Maintenance Crew

30
Newsletter Collating

31
5:00 Worship

12noon Pastor’s
Text Study

9:30 Green Team
Gardening

11
10:00 Worship
11:00 Council
Meeting

12noon Evergreens
Pastor on
——Vacation-—

Pastor on
———--Vacation

25
10:00 Worship

26
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Deadline

27
9:30 Polka Band
10:00 Staff
Meeting
11:00 Support
Group

12noon Pastor’s
Text Study

28

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
August

8/4

8/11

8/18

8/25

Readers

June Piff

Patti Tollerud

Rebecca VanErstvelde

Tyler Wilburn

Communion
Assistants

Jon & Rita Gustafson,
Loryann Eis

June Piff, Wayne
Thompson

Bonnie Casper, Margie
Hulsbrink

Eileen Prusator, Ann
O’Klock

Assisting

Cathy Bigelow/

Dick Fislar/

Cathy Bigelow/

Dick Fislar/

Minister

Nancy Patterson

Rene Robinson-Morford Jon Gustafson

Kathy Hotchkiss

Pastor Randy Willers

Sally Patterson

Pastor Randy Willers

Children’s
Moment
Altar Guild

Larry Comway/TBD?

Stephanie Elliott, Wanda Stephanie Elliott, Wanda Stephanie Elliott, Wanda Stephanie Elliott, Wanda
Edwards
Edwards
Edwards
Edwards

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
Denise Gidel
John Lartz
Rebecca Cramer
Bonnie Casper
Trae Geyer
Kira Smith
Randy Willers
Joann Dejonghe
Emily Leuck
Rita Gustafson
Barb Hauf
Sunny Tedell
Chris Cramer
Kale Moore
Becky VanErstvelde
Dick Tillberg

8/2
8/2
8/3
8/6
8/6
8/9
8/15
8/17
8/17
8/18
8/19
8/19
8/20
8/20
8/20
8/22

Margie Hulsbrink
Katelin Caldwell
Mary Wolff
Camryn Boudi
Carmen Hillyer
Samuel Martinez
Jessica Tillberg
Nicole Tillberg

8/22
8/23
8/26
8/27
8/28
8/30
8/30
8/31

NURSERY ATTENDANT OPENING. Our

nursery attendant Cammie Flippo will soon be
leaving for college at Southern Illinois, so the position will be open as of the middle of August. If anyone in the congregation would be interest in filling
this position, please contact the church office (309
764-5614 or email, salem@salemmoline.org), to
let the Personnel Committee know of your interest.
Or if you know of someone who might like this job,
please pass on their name and contact information. Thank you!

Salem Lutheran Church

August 2019

1724 - 15th Street
Moline, IL 61265
309-764-5614
E-mail: salem@salemmoline.org
Web: www.salemmoline.org

Change Service Requested
Saturday 5:00 pm
Worship with Communion
Sunday 10:00 AM
Worship with Communion
Office Hours: Monday - Friday
9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Rev. Dr. Randy Willers
309-292-0881
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Naomi Circle: Naomi Circle will meet on August
14th at 10:00 AM at Salem.
Serenity Circle: Serenity circle does not meet
over the summer. We’ll meet again in September!

EVERGREENS
Evergreens (Salem’s senior fellowship group) will be meeting at
12noon on Tuesday, August 20th, at Salem. Lunch menu will consist of
County Fair food favorites, and a fun
program will be presented by Teske’s.
Hope to see you there!

