“Historically Speaking” Summer 2019
A BUSY SPRING SEASON AT THE CDHS!
Once again the Collingwood and District Historical Society
had a busy spring season with well attended meetings and
continued its outreach into the community:
On March 4th, Paul Hurst gave an informative presentation
about the Collingwood Curling Club, from its humble
beginnings as an open air club where members would throw
curling stones on the frozen harbour to its present day
location on Hume Street.
On April 1st, the CDHS held its Annual General Meeting
where business from the past year was presented and
discussed with the membership and the Board of Directors
was appointed for 2019-2020. The guest speaker that
evening was Marine Archaeologist Dr. Kimberly Monk,
Adjunct Professor at Trent and Brock Universities. Also in
April, Irene Pradyszczuk represented the CDHS as an
adjudicator at the Simcoe County Heritage Fair held on April
24th at the Simcoe County Museum. Elementary school
students from the county presented projects on various
topics including family histories, sports and culture, First
Nations, famous Canadians, inventions and human rights
issues.
Continued on page 2

President Penny Skelton at the March meeting
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Dr. Kimberly Monk speaks to guests in April
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May was once again a busy month! On May 4th, the CDHS along
with other local historical organizations participated at the
Craigleith Heritage Depot’s “Reel History” Film Premiere held at
the Beaver Valley Community Centre in Thornbury. This was an
excellent opportunity for the CDHS to interact with guests and
present information about our organization and roster of
meetings. On May 6th, it was a near standing-room only crowd as
family and friends came to hear Cathy De Ruiter speak about her
father - local photographer and entrepreneur Jack Saunders.
It was a great wrap-up to the 2019 season on June 3rd, as
Robert Square of the Nottawasaga Lighthouse Preservation
Society did an excellent presentation on the Nottawasaga Island
Lighthouse, one of six Imperial Towers built on Lake Huron and
Georgian Bay. Robert gave a comprehensive history of the light
and its light-keepers as well as a status report on how the
refurbishment is coming along.
Our next general meeting will be on Monday October 7th, when
Jason Booth presents his photography of the Collingwood
Terminals.
The Board of Directors gratefully acknowledges the ongoing
interest and support of the Society’s members and friends and
wishes everyone a very safe and happy summer!

From top:
Susan Thibert at the
Reel History Film
premiere,
Cathy De Ruiter,
Guests look at Jack
Saunders’ photos,
Robert Square from
the NLPS
The Craigleith Heritage Depot seeks the public’s contributions of memories and
pictures of Willi Winkels and Wee Willi Winkels Inc. products to expand a new
online exhibit about this legendary man and inventor with ties to the Blue
Mountains area. Wee Willi Winkels’ contributions to the skateboarding and
snowboarding industries cannot be understated, and his innovations had a great
impact on the sports!
The public are invited to submit original digital content through an online
submission form, https://bluemountains.librariesshare.com/williwinkels which
accepts video recordings, sound recordings, word processed documents,
images and more.
For questions regarding submissions or if you wish to share stories and
memories in person, please contact the Craigleith Heritage Depot at:
depot@thebluemountains.ca or call 519-599-3681 ext. 3
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REMEMBERING CHARLIE GARRAD
On May 30th, 2019 The Collingwood and District Historical
Society lost not only a Lifetime Member, but a great friend of the
Society - Charles William Garrad who passed away at the age of
88.
Charlie will be remembered as a dedicated and respected
Archaeologist whose character and devotion contributed to the
success of archaeology in Canada. His life’s work has been
recognized by the Ontario Archeological Society, the Canadian
Archaeological Association, the Smithsonian Institute and the
Petun/Wyandotte Nation. In January 2012, Charlie was given the
Order of Ontario for his contribution to Ontario's history as the
province's longest licensed archaeologist.
Charlie is survived by his wife Ella, stepson Kim Kruse, wife
Kristina and granddaughter Kayley.

In 2015, the CDHS awarded The David
Williams—Beverly Westcott
Memorial Bursary to Stephenie King
who was graduating from CCI. The
$500 bursary was given to a student
pursuing post-secondary education
in the field of history.
We are pleased to announce that on
June 9th, Stephenie graduated from
Trent University with a Bachelor of
Honours Degree in Archaeology.
She will be continuing her education
towards a Masters Degree at Trent in
the fall. From all of us at the CDHS,
Congratulations Steffi!
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Social Time
Coffee and cookies are provided at our meetings.
We invite members and guests to stay at the
completion of our meetings and enjoy a social time.
Meeting Cancellation Policy
If one of our meetings has to be cancelled due to
inclement weather or conditions beyond our control,
notice of cancellation will be by telephone and/or
email and the general public by radio
announcement. In addition, a notice will be placed
on the main door of the Leisure Time Club. A notice
will also be posted on our Facebook Page(s). If there
is a last minute cancellation by a speaker, everything
possible will be done to have the meeting take place
as scheduled.
Meetings begin at 7 pm
at the Leisure Time Club,
Minnesota St., Collingwood, ON.
All upcoming meetings are listed on our website:
CollingwoodHistoricalSociety.com and on Facebook
Newsletters – Anyone with an article for a future
CDHS newsletter, please forward the item to
Newsletter Editor, Irene Pradyszczuk at email:
jazikids@hotmail.com

Please note that the Guest fee for regular
CDHS meetings is $5.00

Copies of the CDHS Newsletter can be found at the
following locations:
Collingwood Museum
Collingwood Public Library (Card Rack at EntryWay and 2nd floor Genealogy/Local History
department)
Craigleith Heritage Depot
Wasaga Beach Public Library

Executive of the Collingwood and District
Historical Society

Officers for 2019-2020
President—Penny Skelton
Vice President– To Be Announced
Past President—Bruce Mackison
Secretary—Kathryn Scott
Membership/Treasurer – Joan Miller
Members at Large:
Glenn Copeland
Mary Lou Dunn
Irene Pradyszczuk
Susan Warner

The Collingwood and District Historical Society
is supported by a grant from:

Any thoughts, ideas or suggestions helpful to our
Society, please pass them on to an Executive Member.

“The Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and
Sport”
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