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THE BUGLE

AL POST 132 COMMANDER ,  JOHN L. MINNELLA

Comrades,  In my first posting as your new Post Commander I want to thank
you for this great honor. You have confided in me the responsibility of properly manag-
ing and leading this respected and honored Post. It is humbling indeed and I do not ac-

cept that responsibility lightly. I know our Officers and Executive Committee share my sentiments.

I pledge to each of you all of my energy, creativity, and integrity to Post 132; fiscal responsibility
and transparency; the good of our Post and all of its various members will be my first priority; hon-
esty, humility, respect and impartiality will always be exercised; and bringing further respect and
honor to Post 132 will be my goal. Again, I know my Officers and Executive Committee have the
same commitments to Post 132.

The following are our first priorities: appoint qualified officers to vacant appointive offices; meet
with each Post entity as soon as possible to coordinate our efforts; replace any major expenditures
from our reserves as quickly as possible; maintain and increase our emergency financial reserve;
closely & regularly review and monitor our financial condition; review, prioritize and resolve our
building needs (leaking roof, restroom modernization, windows replacement, dangerous conditions
elimination, etc.); seek and obtain outside funding for major projects; increase membership; motivate
and increase member involvement; work to make our Post activities relevant to all those who are a
part of this Post’s family; and leave Post 132 in a better financial and organizational state at the com-
pletion of my term.

Post 132 has been blessed with dedicated, honest, competent, and selfless leaders since our founding
in 1919 and especially in the recent past. Legionnaires like Leo OUELLETTE; Bill SILER, iii; Past
Post Commanders Sid GAUNA, Gil FLORES, and especially Jose MARTINEZ; and your recent
Post Officers and Executive Committeemen. Their consistently sound judgment and management
returned Post 132 to financial and operational stability from financial Armageddon. Pages more of
thanks are due for the support, dedication and service of our fabulous Post Family: the Auxiliary,
Sons of the American Legion, and American Legion Riders.

So, please join me in thanking those who have passed on to us a positive Post legacy, and please
wish all of your new leadership luck and success because those past “shoes” will be difficult to fill.
Fortunately, those leaders remain active and available to us for guidance.

Finally, have a safe and memorable Independence Day holiday. Honor the miracle of our Republic,
its Constitution and Bill of Rights, and the great responsibility we have to protect and safeguard it
for our future generations.
.
That’s my input for July, comrades. Please feel free to contact me at: (714/538-6311 Post 132 office;
714/543-9005 direct; drjminnella@yahoo.com) anytime if you have any ideas, comments, concerns,
complaints, or I can otherwise help you and/or the Legion.

John Minnella, Commander, Post 132
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1st Vice Commander,
Victor de la Rosa

Greetings all,   Our membership
ended up at 106.65% which was

great. So, know that we are going to start gear-
ing up for a new Legion year and a new mem-
bership drive. New membership cards should
be in soon. Don’t forget to check our website to
see what activities we have going on.   Thank
you! HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!

Victor de la Rosa
2nd Vice Commander
29th District American Legion

John Schutz
2nd Vice
Commander

I want to thank everyone for hav-
ing the faith in me and electing

me as your new 2nd Vice Commander.  I plan
on presenting some new ideas and recommen-
dations for generating funds to support our
Post’s needs.

I would also like to remind everyone that we
still have Post Challenge Coins available for
purchase.  Additionally, we have tee shirts for
sale and if you would like on specifically de-
signed just for you, we can do that too.  The
funds go to support our homeless Veterans.

If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact me.

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!
John Schutz
2nd Vice Commander
Post 132
John.schutz@mbww.com

Gerardo Robledo, Jr.
3rd Vice Commander

Salutations, Everyone,

Happy Independence Day to eve-
ryone! I hope everyone had a blast with their
families on the 4th. This year’s Boy’s State
went off without a hitch.  I would like to thank
everyone in the Legion for all their hard work
with fundraising; you all helped send four won-
derful young men to Sacramento to learn to be
future leaders of America.

Gerardo Robledo
Third Vice Commander
gr50940@msn.com

Below, rom left to right:  David Nguyen, Na-
than Fang, Me, Guy McCallister and Cameron
Ela.

Melyssa Umbertus Clubroom
Manager

On vacation!

Melyssa Umbertus,
Clubroom Manager
(714) 538-6311 or (775)764-7584
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Sid Gauna,  Finance Officer
Greetings again, fellow members of the American Legion Family.

Well, we have come to the end of another year and we just had installations of new officers for the
coming year. Not much has changed for my job but I do have a new boss, Commander, John Minnel-
la. I look forward to a successful year as the Post’s Finance Officer.

In the Clubroom/Building Account we had three rentals upstairs. Daily attendance on the average has
remained the same. Friday Night Dinners continue to do well and the bar has been doing much better
on Friday nights.

We had quite a few donations this month. We received $23.00 from ATM Machine Fees and on The
Parking Lot Fund, we received $200.00 from Jerry Gusman, $500.00 from American Veterans United
(AVU), $616.00 from Canyon High School Youth Group Fundraiser, $1000.00 from United Mexican-
American Veterans Association (UMAVA), $100.00 from Jean Willis, $250.00 from Richard Ellifritt,
and $900.00 from List Reports for North Parking lot Rental. We rented the South Parking Lot for one
day to a Filming Group that was filming at The Plaza for $900.00 and deposited $450.00 from Park-
ing Lot Permit Sales. We are much closer to our goal of $30,000.00. We also had Sam Holcomb Do-
nate $1000.00 to the Museum Fund. Cynthia Gusman, Jerry’s wife donated $100.00. AVU donated
$500.00, and Zito’s Pizza donation of $109.63 all went in for Clubroom/ Building Account. Donations
that have come in early this month will be reported next month.

In the Legion Account, 1 member paid his dues, and I received no report from Department on mem-
bers that paid online. Thanks to those that have paid your dues. I have already received money from
several people for next year’s dues. As soon as we get the new cards, we will send them to you. Notic-
es will be sent from National next month. I’ve had people tell me they don’t want to pay National;
they want to pay at the Post. If you look closely, the renewal notice comes from National but when
you send it in, it comes to our address.

The Polly Pies Fundraiser brought us $180.00 and that went to the Boys’ State Fund. The Third,
Fourth and Fifth Friday Opportunity Drawings brought in $412.00 for Bugle support. Thanks to all
that come in and support the Friday Night Opportunity Drawings. Other donations that have come in
early this month will be reported next month.

You can call me at 714-371-6247 or email me at sidgauna@aol.com.

SEMPER FI,
Sid Gauna, Finance Officer
USMC
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Darlene Phillips,
Unit 132 President Auxiliary

Where has the time gone? Well, I have some ideas ….

The Post hosted with the Tri-City program Memorial Day.  We went to the Santa
Ana Cemetery for a beautiful service to honor our Veterans that have gone before us.     Then
back to the Post.  We were very fortunate to have a Cub Scout Group to help by serving food and
cleaning up with all the Auxiliary Volunteers that were there to serve our Post members and
guests.  One of our Auxiliary Members, Kitty Yackle, has made over 100 patriotic quilts.  These
quilts have been distributed and given to the 100 recipients that they were made for.   We gave a
raffle ticket to each Veteran that attended the BBQ on Memorial Day and “Oatmeal” a AL Rider
from the Marines M/C won.   (See photo on page 11) He wants to personally meet Kitty sometime
in the future to thank her.

Moving into June, our ladies were busy with giving out scholarships.  Richland High School Sen-
ior, Ada MacNeil received a scholarship that was well deserved and presented to her by Carolynn
McMahon and Carol Goss Holmes on graduation day.  The recipient for the Dawn Stroller Me-
morial Scholarship was awarded to Shay Goldberg. We are very proud of both of these Girls.

Our Auxiliary hosted Fathers Day breakfast and we were all honored to serve these dads. We
raffled a basket that was won by Steve and Jamie and the $332 proceeds were earmarked to help
with the Club Room upkeep.   Be sure to take a look at the updates of décor to the bar.   Very
pleasing to the eye.  Thank you to all of those that have helped with this venture.   You know who
you are.

You will find that my Bugle Articles are kept fairly minimal, but with that said I would like to
add that most information that I am providing is also included throughout the Bugle.  Thank you
to Unit 132 for the lovely clock plaque that was presented to me at installation.  Congratulation to
all Legion Family Officers that have taken the reigns for the 2019-2020 fiscal year.

The Auxiliary will be hosting a Rummage Sale on Sept 13th and 14th.  See the flyer attached for
information.  This is a donated item Rummage Sale, PLEASE—NO CLOTHING OR FURNI-
TURE.    We have a Committee that is overseeing this venture and again, if you have questions ,do
not hesitate to contact us.  (Information provided on flyer attached to bugle).   Start your early
Fall cleaning and remember, the proceeds will go to one of the many Auxiliary Programs.

“Volunteers are the only human beings on the face of the earth who reflect this nation’s compas-
sion, unselfish caring, patience and just plain loving one another”.

NOTE:  WE HAVE ARMED FORCES BRACLETS FOR SALE FOR $5 EACH.   SEE AUXILIA-
RY MEMBER, PAT WHITMAN, IF YOU ARE INTERESTED.

Our Mission is to completely provide service to our Veterans, Community and Children.   Let’s
get it done!

GOD BLESS YOU ALL  AND HAVE A SAFE HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!

Darlene “Just-Dar” Phillips
Auxiliary President, Unit 132
2016-2020
Chapter Rider Since 2010

In Remembrance and in our Hearts, Army Veteran, Dale “Bear” Phillips “AIE” 1956-2017



5

RAY ALVARADO
SONS COMMANDER

Greetings,

What a fantastic turnout we had at the Memorial Day Ceremony.  Not only at the Fair-
haven Cemetery but also at POST 132, THANK YOU.  As strong as POST 132 is, we continue to
make strides to be the best that we can be.  The SONS are committed to be an integral part of your
success.  They continue to show me that week by week.

Congratulations to our newly elected Post Commander, John Minnella. Personally John, I look for-
ward  to working with you side by side to continue to get everything accomplished that our Past
Commander, Jose Martinez, paved the way in order for us to move forward as a successful Post.
AGAIN, CONGRATULATIONS, JOHN MINNELLA.

We have a couple of new members that I will acknowledge in next month’s Bugle.  The SONS had
their nominations a week too late (BLAME IT ON ME).  However, here are our new Officers….

Commander Ray Alvarado;
First Vice Commander, Tommy Dees;
Second Vice Commander, Tommy Flynn;
Third Vice Commander, Brett Jackson;
Finance Officer/Adjutant Michael Holmes;
SGT at Arms, Mario Beltran;
Chaplin, Pierre Duco;
Historian, Michael Holmes; and
Executive Board Members: John Shore, David Jimenez, and Monty Floyd.

THANK YOU, GENTLEMEN FOR YOUR TIME, BUT MORE IMPORTANTLY, FOR YOUR
GIVING COMMITTMENT.

I hope you all had a delightful time at the Ice Cream Social event we had on June 22nd.  We very
much enjoyed hosting that event.

SC Fuels once again donated three (3) California Angel Tickets for a game against the Cleveland
Indians in September.  Remember, those  tickets are in the front row RIGHT BEHIND HOME
PLATE. Like I told you last year,  you are calling balls and strikes, not the umpire. Keep your eyes
on the TV Screen or a Flyer at the tables at the Post for details.

As I always say, we are back in the trenches on Friday evening July 5th with a great Special for $8
(See Michael Holmes’s Article for details) and Steak and Bake Potato for $12.

We can never do it without you and I promise you we will do everything in our power to be the best
we can be.  Thank you for you continued support and we will always continue to Honor & Respect
our Men & Women who have and are currently serving in our Armed Forces.

To the Amazing Men & Women in our Arm Forces

Ray Alvarado
Sons Commander,
alvarador@scfuels.com

HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!
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John Bloecher - AL Riders President

Well we move into Summer and hopefully no more June gloom. I
hope everyone has a wonderful and safe 4th of July holiday. The

Rider's new officers were installed and take over their new duties this month. The
list of the officers are shown below.

The Rider's are going to be raffling off the liquor wagon and a beer & wine cooler. The liquor wag-
on will have around $300.00 to $500.00 worth of top shelve spirits. The tickets will be $5.00 each or
6 for $20.00. The liquor wagon will be the 1st prize and the 2nd prize is the beer & wine cooler, the
drawing will be September 1st.

The Rider's dinner this month will July 11th and we will be serving Tri-tip sandwiches and our fa-
mous steaks. Our breakfast will be on July 21st from 8 am to 11 am and we will be serving waf-
fles, spam or sausage and eggs. Come and join us and don't forget the steaks go fast so come early
we serve between 6:00 & 7:30 pm.

Here our the elected officers for the Rider's:

John Bloecher ….. President Tom Butters ….. Vice President
John Schutz ….. Treasurer Brian Johnson ….. Secretary
Brian Johnson ….. Road Capitan Bill Cook ….. Sgt at Arms
Bill Cook ….. Judge Advocate Frances Schuster ….. Historian
Darlene Phillips ….. Chaplain

John Bloecher, President,
ALR 132

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!

Mike Holmes, Sons’ Adjutant/Finance Officer

Congratulations 2019-2020 Officers of SONs’ Squadron 132.    We are all look-
ing forward to an exciting year!  Watch the Bugle for further information.

Dinner for July 5th is:  fried chicken, with all the trimmings; followed by D. J. SUM-
MER for an evening of fun filled music and dancing.

At the close of books for this year, Squadron 132 is at 120.86% with 168 Members.  We had 37 new
members sign up this last year!  Thank you SONs for being  members of a great organization. New
membership cards will be coming out around July 1st.  So dues are due for the upcoming year.  Dues
are $15.00 for anyone over 18 and $8.00 for our Jr. members.  It would be greatly appreciated if you
would write your checks to: SONS Squadron 132 for $15 and mail to me: Mike Holmes, 425 S. Lilac
Ln, Orange, CA 92868-4140.  You can also drop your dues off at the Post.  Please put them in an en-
velope addressed to me – with: YOUR NAME, RETURN ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER, and E-
MAIL ADDRESS ON THE ENVELOPE.

The SONs’ next meeting is Tuesday, July 9th at 6 pm.  Carol and I will be leaving for a short vaca-
tion very soon.  I hope all of you have a great summer.

For God and Country
Mike Holmes,
SONs Adjutant/Finance Officer
714-803-0851
Mike7335carol@yahoo.co.uk
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EDITORS: LEO & ESTHER
OUELLETTE

Again, thanks to everyone that helped us
with the June Bugle.  You all know who you
are.  We appreciate all your help and your
dependability!

ANYONE INTERESTED IN BECOMING
EDITORS OF THE BUGLE, PLEASE

CONTACT US!!!!!!!

Leo & Esther Ouellette
Editors,
lmocon@sbcglobal.net
(714) 636-6275

LEO OUELLETTE,
CURATOR

Please come down and enjoy our col-
lection of memorabilia at our Veter-
ans’ Conflicts Museum.  You won’t re-
gret it.  Donations are always accept-
ed.

Leo Ouellette, Curator
lmocon@sbcglobal.net
(714) 334-2961

HAVE A VERY SAFE AND
BLESSED 4TH OF JULY!

LEO OUELLETTE, CHAPLAIN

Thoughts and Prayers go out to all in need, as well
as all not in need.  Please notify me of anyone in
need of our prayers.

Quips to ponder:

Nothing can stop the man with the right
mental attitude.

Nothing on Earth can help the man with
wrong mental attitude.

I can’t imagine a person becoming a suc-
cess who doesn’t give this game of life

everything he’s got!

A successful man is one who can lay a firm
foundation with bricks that others

throw at him.

Let us pray for a successful year at
Post 132!

Leo M. Ouellette
Chaplain,
lmocon@sbcglobal.net
(714) 636-6275
(714) 334-2961
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1

Legionnaires’
E-BOARD MTG
7 pm

2

UMAVA MTG
6:00 PM
POST 132

3
40/8 Mtg

Post 555
Mtg 7:30pm

VVA #785
Mtg  6 PM

KARAOKE
8 PM

4
H.B. Parade
10 am to 9 pm

4TH OF JULY

5
Sons, Fried
Chicken/Steaks
6pm-8pm

DJ SOMMER

6

7 8 9

SONs Mtg
6 pm

10

KARAOKE
8 PM

11

AL General Mtg
7 PM

Auxiliary Mtg
7 pm

12

AL RIDERS
TriTip Sandwich-
es/
Steak
6pm - 8pm

Blue Highway

13
AL Riders’
Mtg
9 am

14 15 16 17

VVA CHAPTER
#1034 - 6 PM

KARAOKE
8 PM

18 19
Legionnaires
Dinner-/TBD /
Steaks
6pm-8pm

Midnight Cowboys
Band
8pm—12 am

20
UMAVA
General Mtg
9 am

OC AVU  MTG
11 AM

21

AL RIDERS’
BREAKFAST
8am—11:00 am

22 23 24

KARAOKE
8 PM

25 26
Auxiliary
Dinner/ Cheese
Enchiladas/
Steaks

5 Star Band

27
1rst Calvary Mtg
9 am

End of Korean
War 1953

28 29 30 31

July 2019
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Auxiliary Unit 132  scholarship recipient, Ada McNeill, of Richland High School, received a check for $500
from Auxiliary Unit 132.  From left:  Carolynn McMahon; recipient, Ada McNeill; Carol Goss Holmes, and
Principal, Elsie Simonovski pose for a photo.  The whole student body was present and got to see her re-
ceive her check.

Below:  Photo of Auxiliary Unit 132 Officers presented a Plaque to Sue Gunther for the 18 years her fam-
ily provided scholarships to high school students. Their ongoing donations totaled $38,000.

From Left, Carolynn McMahon, Sue Gunther, Esther Ouellette, and Carol Goss Holmes.
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Left: Auxiliary Unit 132 members participat-
ing in Flag Ceremony on June 15, 2019.  From
left:  Auxiliary President,  Darlene Phillips,
Jenny Guajardo, Carolynn McMahon, Carol
Goss Holmes, Elsie Mendez, Terry Floyd and
Irma ???

WASHINGTON D.C. US FLAG DEDICATED TO POST 132

Among other guests: UMAVA Sgt. Nelida Mendoza;  Past Cmdr., Jose Martinez; Incoming Commander, John
Minnella; UMAVA Commander, Sgt. Ralph L Colin; Congressman Luis Correa; Honorable Mark Murphy, Mayor,
City of Orange; Honorable Juan Villegas Mayor Pro Tem, City of Santa Ana; Honorable Sharon Quick Silva, U S
Navy 65th Congressional District  were all present for displaying the US Flag at Post 132, previously flown at the
White House, in Washington D.C.   A debt of gratitude goes out to Sgt. Nelida Mendoza for arranging the event.

Left:  Certificate
presented to Post
132 commemorat-
ing the Flag  that
had previously
been  flown at the
US Capital.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY US ARMY!

On Friday, June 14, 2019,  US Army Veterans at Post 132 and guests pose for the
celebration of the US Army’s birthday.

Left:  Recipient, AL Rid-
er, Marine   M/C
(nicknamed) “Oatmeal”,
won the beautiful patriot-
ic quilt made by Auxilia-
ry, Unit 132, Kitty Yackle
Congratulations,
Oatmeal!
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D-DAY—NORMANY
The SONs of Post 132 took it upon themselves to provide a beautiful cake to
memorialize D-Day at Normandy .  Thank you SONs!  You did a great job!

Below, the SONs, to-
gether with other Post
132 members and Vet-
erans display the cake
that everyone at the
Post enjoyed!
Other officers and
members of the Post
also shared in the
event!

Below: The Auxiliary
members and guests
also enjoyed the
beautiful cake the
SONs provided for
all in attendance to
memorialize the Nor-
mandy D-Day event.
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INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS FOR 2019-2020 TERM

Edward J. Grimsley, USMC retired, Outgoing Dept. of Calif. Alternate National Executive
Committeeman. Unopposed Candidate for Dept. of Calif. Commander. did the honors of in-
stalling the 2019-2020 Officers at Post 132.  He displayed a great sense of humor at the event.

Left:  Commander, Dr. John Minnella, AL Rider President, John Bloecher, and Ed Grimsley.

Fourth of July Parade Huntington Beach

UMAVA Veterans will be participating in the Huntington Beach Parade on
Main Street this year.  Please come join them at the Parade.  Your patriot-
ism is greatly appreciated.  Starts at 10 am to 9 pm.
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AUXILIARY BUS TRIP TO THE
PALA CASINO

TUESDAY, AUGUST 13, 2019
LEAVE FROM: AMERICAN LEGION POST

143 S. LEMON
ORANGE

PARK IN AMERICAN LEGION POST PARKING LOT -
On the North or South side of the building

NOTE: Time change: Please BE THERE BY 8:00 A.M
BUS LEAVES 8:30 A.M. SHARP!

FEE IS $11.00 PER PERSON
WHICH INCLUDES TIP FOR BUS DRIVER

PAY at time of BOARDING
RECEIVE $10.00 BACK IN PLAY MONEY

Need Valid Drivers License, I D Card or Passport

RETURN AROUND 6:00 PM

YOU MUST CALL FOR RESERVATIONS:
Carol Goss: 714-473-2451 or 714-978-2161 (leave message)

Virginia Martinez: 714-224-8551 or
Mark Crawford (714) 243-7342

WE MUST HAVE 45 PASSENGERS
SIGNED UP TO MAKE THE TRIP!

*****NO BUS TRIP IN JULY!!!!****
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American Legion Post 132
PO Box 214
143 S. Lemon St
Orange, CA 92866
Phone #: (714) 538-6311

Legionnaires
Commander
John Minnella
1st Vice Commander
Victor de la Rosa
2nd Vice  Commander
John Schutz
3rd Vice Commander
Gerardo Robledo, Jr.
Adjutant
Bill Siler III
Judge Advocate
Gil Flores
Finance Officer
Isidro “Sid” Gauna
Executive Board
Joe Mendoza
David Kulcinski
Bill Springfield
Bob Von Rehder
Service Officer
Jose Martinez
Building Manager
Ray Avila Gallardo
Chaplain
Leo Ouellette
Sgt. at Arms
David Maldonado
Historian/Museum Curator
Leo Ouellette

President
Darlene Phillips
1st Vice Pres.
Kathy Kulp
2nd Vice President
Teri Rodriguez
Secretary
Carolynn McMahon
Treasurer
Carol Goss Holmes
Chaplain
TBD
Sgt. At Arms
Virginia Martinez
Asst. Sgt. At Arms
Madeline Macias
Fina Cruz
Marshall
Virginia Martinez
Historian.
Carol Martinez
E-Board .
Dolores Aguilar
Elsie Mendez
Pat Whitman
Kitty Yackle

Commander
Ray Alvarado
1st Vice Cmdr.
Tommy Dees
2nd Vice Cmdr.
Tom Flynn
3rd Vice Cmdr.
Toby DeLeon
Adjutant/Finance
Mike Holmes
Sgt. at Arms
Mario Beltran
Chaplain
Pierre Duco
Historian
Gilbert Flores
E-Board
Monte Floyd
Dave Jimenez
John Shore

AL Riders

President
John Bloecher
Vice President
Tom Butters
Treasurer
John Schutz
Secretary
Brian Johnson
Sgt. at Arms
Bill Cook
Road Captain
Brian Johnson
Asst. Road Captain
Brian Johnson
Judge Advocate
Bill Cook
Historian
Frances Schuster
Chaplain
Darlene Phillips
Web Master
TBD

Auxiliary Sons

2019 / 2020 Post 132 American Legion Officers

POST 132 HOURS: Open: M, T,W,TH – 3 PM - 8 PM;  Fri, 12 PM -12  PM;   Sat. & Sun -12 PM - 7 PM
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