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GAM Day
Join gifted students, parents, and teachers are the
Missouri State Capitol Building on Wednesday, February
15th!  Meet your state representatives and state
senators and help advocate for the importance of
gifted education.
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Virtual Speaker Series
Upcoming presentation topics include current trends in
gifted education, systems of support, gifted mindsets,
and advocacy.  Registration information enclosed!
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Advocacy Agenda
GAM needs your help with important new legislative
advocacy priorities.  We saw tremendous success in
2022 and are excited to present our updated advocacy
agenda for 2023.  
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Imposter or Co-conspirator?                                                                         
By Tracy Bednarick-Humes

I’m writing my first GAM president’s letter on the eve of my first ever National Association for Gifted
Children conference. A conference where I’ll also be receiving a gifted coordinator’s award. I must
admit that I’m experiencing quite a sense of imposter syndrome. Despite my passion for serving the
needs of gifted students, their families, and their educators, it’s hard to not ask myself the questions,
“Do I know enough to be in this role?” and “Am I doing enough to make a difference?” And maybe it’s
okay to answer these questions with a, “NO,” because in saying “NO,” I push myself to grow and serve
better. I also seek out those who can help me grow, and there are so many amazing individuals in
Missouri and beyond who can help me grow as a gifted educator! I’m so excited to serve the gifted
students, families, and educators of Missouri as the GAM president and embrace this role where I hope
we will learn together how to expand the ways we meet the wide variety of needs of a wide variety of
gifted and talented learners! With legislative support behind gifted education in Missouri, I’m eager to
work with others to support this great adventure of providing leadership to our gifted community. I
will remind myself that I am not imposter; I’m just one of many passionate educators and caregivers
(co-conspirators) who want to do their best for all gifted individuals. Thank you for letting me serve
your needs as a fellow gifted educator.

I would like to introduce myself. I come to Missouri as a lifelong resident of Michigan where I taught 5-
8th grade for 14 years. Michigan does not have the same level of support for gifted learning as
Missouri, so as a gifted learner myself, I worked hard to provide a differentiated classroom that
incorporated a lot of choice, problem-based learning, and curriculum compacting to meet the needs
of a wide variety of learners. I can’t stand boredom in learning and didn’t want my students to ever
feel bored. I feel that the work I did with these kinds of instructional methods eventually led me to
gifted education. I have a BA in English and Education with minors in Creative Writing and Science
from Hope College (Holland, MI). I have a Master’s in Biology Education (Grand Valley State University,
Allendale, MI) and a Master’s in Gifted Education from Lindenwood University. My Doctorate is in
Teacher Leadership from Maryville University. Additionally, I earned my administrative certificate
from GVSU and my school psychological examiner certificate from Lindenwood University. In
leadership, I have worked as a science coordinator, academic and acceleration coach, and in my
current role as a gifted coordinator. Beyond gifted education, I am highly interested in meeting the
learning and social needs of middle school students and improving science education.

I look forward to partnering with the GAM Board and GAM members to conspire to meet the needs of
gifted learners in rural communities and those from underserved populations. I’m also excited to
explore ways to identify and serve the needs of our twice exceptional students. Lastly, I’d love to see
gifted educators coming together with general education teachers to support our gifted students in a
way that they are challenged and fulfilled the majority of their school day. Let this grand adventure
begin!

 

















Part-Time Secretary Needed

Send invoices for conference payments
Manage Constant Contact -- GAM will send you what
needs to be sent out: GAM Day at the Capitol,
Conference announcements, scholarship
requests...etc.
Send out newsletter and bill advertisers
Manage member list and contacts
Help with bookings for conference
Manage conference proposals and communication--
with help of conference VP
Manage Eventbrite registration for New Teacher
Conference and Main Conference
Help with arranging catering for conferences with
assistance with Conference Committee

The Gifted Association of Missouri has a job opening for a
part time secretary. This work for home position offers
$10,000 per year to perform the following duties:

If interested, please contact Dr. Tracy Bednarick-Humes at
tracybednarick@lindberghschools.ws      
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