We wade into this well known 

and deep piece of scripture during Advent, 


because this is what John felt his readers needed to know 



about the King that had come.  

It does not have the well known Christmas stories of Matthew or Luke, 

or the immediate Jesus at work of Mark, 


instead the gospel of John spends time telling us who Jesus is.  

This “who” description is purposeful, 


because John was not writing to the Jewish people 



who had waited for millenia for a messiah or savior.  


John was writing to a Greek congregation.

In doing so, 


the Jewish cultural history and background to build upon was non-existent.  


There was only Greek thought.  

Whether Jewish or Greek thought, 


or even modern post-enlightenment thought of today, 



they all have partial 



or twisted thoughts, 




that need to be set straight 





in light of who God has revealed himself as.  

The twisting happens so easily, 


especially during this time of year.  

Christmas is about “giving” and “family.”  


But not in the way we probably find ourselves celebrating it.  

The basis of giving presents 


is the Father giving us his Son, 



so that we might be part of the family of God. 

Knowing our tendency to twist the truth is true of humanity, 


the gospel of John adapts the truthful ideas of the Greco-Roman worldview 


and corrects Greco-Roman thought, 



to tell the hearers about Jesus and who he really is.  

The Word, 

the Logos of God, 


immediately struck a chord with the average Greek 



who based their worldview on logic, 



or reasoning.  

The Greek believed the world was created through logic, 


ruled through reason, 


and man knew about life, 



through studying Logos, the Word.

This basic premise of Logos, 


had been adapted by various groups like the Stoics and fleshed out.  

So our text goes about taking each of these world views 


and demonstrates how Jesus is who they were hoping for, 


and how their previous conclusions were not quite the way the world worked.  

The biggest conclusion being, 


this Reason with which God kept the world in order, 


the Logos of God became flesh.  

But before we get there, 


we need to correct a few other things in the Greek worldview, 



which still is the basis of much of our worldview, 




in addition to our Judeo-Christian worldview.

The first piece John addresses, 


is that Jesus has been there since the beginning,


that he is the word.  

The Word was not created.  


This means that Jesus and God are one in the same.  



There is not the likeable version of God, 




Jesus of the New Testament, 



and then the scary Old Testament version of God.  


Jesus was there for both 



and the two versions are the same God.  

But before we can put them as the same person, 


we see how John carefully phrases this statement of verse 1.  

By John saying “the Word was God,” 


if we knew Greek well, 



we would immediately understand fully what was meant.  

He was not saying they are one and the same personality.  


If he wanted to say that, 



he would have said “the Word was the God.”  

In the Greek and subsequently the English text, 


there is no “the,” 



which makes this a comparison.  

The Word had all of the Characteristics of God, 


but was a separate personality.  

The Word is a perfect window through which we can discover what God is like, 


because their character is the same, 


their thoughts are the same, 


their hearts are the same. 

 Everything they knew about the goodness of the Logos, 


was true about God and Jesus.

In verse three, 


our text addresses Gnosticism. 

A philosophy that does not value matter,


 the created order, 



because evil, death, and decay happen in it.   

It held that in the beginning, 


God and matter were the two things that existed.  

God was good, 


but the matter he created with, 



was faulty.  

So no matter how good of a creator God was, 


we would have evil or corruptness in this material world, 



until someday we left it for the world of pure Spirit 




where God existed.  


A “chain is only as strong as its' weakest link” philosophy.  

The text counters this thinking by saying, 


God created everything, 



including matter itself.  

The thought that matter was evil and must be done away with, 


was immediately nixed by John.  

A reality that sets up the reality of Christmas.  

God could occupy matter, 



because he is not at war with matter, 

he is the creator and ruler of matter 


and everything else that exists.

Then we hear what the character of this Word is, 


just in case we are looking for the logical loopholes, 



so we can hold onto our old way of seeing the world.  

He tells us that this Word gives life 


and the Word give light.  

If this is where the world starts from, 


it means that nothing that the Word created can be absolute evil 



or purely bad.  

His creation is meant to give life, 


allow all to see, 


to help people grow.  

This again, 


pushes back against the world view that matter is there to die, decay, and destruct.  

Matter exists to give us the quality of life that God enjoys.

The light builds upon this theme.  


Light has always overcome chaos.  



Every policeman, 



security guard, 



repairman or fixer of the world, 




carries one thing.  





A flashlight.  

When the light shines upon the issue, 


the issue ceases to exist, 



hopefully.  

Jesus' light sends chaos running, 


reveals the brokenness of the world, 



so that it can be addressed and corrected, 


and guides us in the way in which we are to go.  

Light does all of this, 


while darkness tries to hold it back.  

But the good news for us is, 


darkness always looses to light.  

In saying this, 


another popular thought of the day is countered, 



Zoroastrianism, 


which held that light and darkness were in a cosmic battle 



and man was to pick a side 



and hope their side carried the day.  

As John writes, 


he writes knowing the darkness, 


evil has thrown everything it had at Jesus, 



to no avail.  

With every force going against Jesus, 


the light still carried the day.  

We know this as well.  


No matter how dark it is, 



turning on a light always drives out darkness.  


Darkness can not keep the light from shining.

As we move into verse 6, 


we suddenly jump to John the Baptist.  



Which seems out of place to our minds.  

However, to the original gospel hearer, 


there is clarity that needs to happen with John the Baptist, 



because he was part of the growing story of Jesus. 

We know from the other gospels and this gospel itself, 


that John was to tell about the one who was to come, 



the light, 


so that the hearer might believe in the light.  

John the Baptist's job description is clearly defined, 


because the Baptist's popping onto the scene



 broke a 400 year dry spell of God acting.  

His fame spread far, 


so that Herod felt threatened by him 


and people in Ephesus were baptized in the name of John the Baptist, 



before they ever heard of Jesus' name 




according to the book of Acts.  

With this clouding people's thought, 


the gospel writer makes it clear to his hearers 



the role and responsibility of John in relation to the light.

John the Baptist was supposed to witness to this light of God 


that was coming in to the world.  

We need witnesses to point us back to the light, 


because despite the light being among us, 



we did not recognize him, 



we did not receive him.  

We never seized upon the potential of what was among us.  


The creator God, 


the ruler of the universe, 


the Word was among us, 



and we did not recognize the Word.  

As my mom would phrase it, 


“We did not live up to our full potential.”

We can understand why God sent John to point to the light, 


because we have had ideas of what children should become 


or we ourselves have fallen short of our parents hope for our future.  

Savings accounts set apart for decades to pay for college, 


only to see our Senior decide that college is not for them.  

You try to point the child in the way they should go, 


how their decisions will affect their future life, 



but they do not listen.  

In spite of the disappointment, 


there is the other side, 



when people received the word, 



who believe in his name, 




that Jesus




the Word 





was the God of the universe.  


To those people came the right to be the children of God.

It is in describing these children, 


that John clears away a few final false thoughts.  

They are not God's children, 


because of their lineage, 


because they were born into the people of God.  

They were not God's children, 


because they themselves had done something unique or special, 


it did not even matter what their families believed.  

The ability to be God's children 


was being empowered by God to see the light. 


To hear and respond to John the Baptists witness, 



to scripture's witness, 



to our brother and sisters' witness, 



to the Holy Spirit's witness.  

There are times when we do not meet people's hopes or expectations, 


but when we have the awareness to do so, 



we realize our world's have changed.  

As John has pointed out, 


our world has changed.  

Everything the Greeks thought about the world has been realized 


or clarified in Jesus' coming.  

Let us respond to that change 


and live out our lives as children of God.  

Examining where the light is breaking into our lives, 


and aligning our lives to the life of the Word.

