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A Largtr Platt for Laity
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THE METHODIST CHURCH has been slow to grant its lay membersespecially women-full "citizenship" in the church. When Methodism
came to Arkansas, the only offices open to lay persons in the local church
were those of stewards-and these were for men only; and they were
appointed by the preacher. As John Wesley outlined the office, stewards
were to look after the temporal affairs of the church, to receive and
disburse funds, and "to tell the preachers in love if they think anything
amiss, either in their doctrine or life." 1
Lay Representation Arrives

The proposal to send lay delegates from local churches to annual
and general conferences was made in Methodist circles even before 1800.
In 1830 a significant number of Methodists left the Methodist Episcopal
Church over the issue of lay representation· and organized the Methodist
Protestant Church. We noted earlier that a conference of Arkansas
Methodist Protestants was organized in 1830 at Cane Hill. Methodist
Protestants admitted laymen as members of both annual and general
conferences.
Finally, after the Civil War, lay representation was authorized in the
two major branches; in the Southern Church by the General Conference
in 1866 and ratified by the annual conferences by 1867; and in the
northern branch in 1872. Laymen were seated in Arkansas southern
conferences for the first time in the fall of 1867. In the Arkansas Conference the laymen were Isham S. Green; W. E. Jamison; James B.
Wilson; W. J. Stafford, local preacher from Clarksville District; A. T.
Goodloe and James H. McFerrin from Harrisburg District; and Simeon
I. Lentz from Helena District. In the Little Rock Conference these first
lay delegates were James L. Denton (local preacher), William H. Field,
John W. Adams, and H. P. Watson, Little Rock District; Peter E.
Green (local preacher); Henry A. Butler, W. T. Crouch, James N.
Butler, Arkadelphia District; Jacob Custer, John E. Snell, M. J. Mulkey,
Henry J. Jones, Washington District; J. H. Blakeley (local preacher),
348
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Dr. S. E. Cole; S. W . McGehee, A. D . Breedlove, Monticello District;
David McCants; Philip Lively, J. D. Montgomery, G. W. McSwain, Red
River District; George W. Stinson, William N. Jenkins, H. L. Neighbors, William Allen, Camden District; S. J . Jones (local preacher), P.
Culpepper (? ) , Rufus H. Mills, Pine Bluff District.
Arkansas Conference promptly put one of its lay delegates into a
prominent place by electing James Wickersham as conference secretary
in 1869. The White River Conference chose George Thornburgh as its
secretary in 1880, and he served for a number of years before he moved
to Little Rock. White River later elected other laymen to this post,
including "Layman A. L. Malone" (as he was listed on the cover of
the ] ournal of the conference), and F. M. Daniel, who served one year
before and a quadrennium after White River and Arkansas conferences
merged in 1914 with the new name of North Arkansas Conference.
These laymen were the first secretaries to carry complete minutes of conference actions in the printed minutes, rather than simply a brief condensed version of statistics.
Women Not Allowed

But these new openings for laymen after 1866 were not open to
laywomen, though they served alongside men in practically every endeavor in the local church. It was late in the Nineteenth Century before
the public heard much discussion of a larger place for women in church
and public life. The Arkansas Methodist for April 11, 1885, reported
that Miss Amanda Brown of Union County had applied for a license
to practice law and was refused by Judge Askew. "We think the judge
was exactly right," commented the Methodist editor, Dr. A. R. Winfield.
"Stick to teaching, ladies," he added. A week later he continued, "The

F. M. Daniel of Mammoth Spring
was one of several laymen who
served as secretary of the White
River Conference. He served
W bite River in 1913 and North
Arkansas Conference from 1914
to 1917 after the conferences
merged.
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H. L. Remmel (left) of Little
Rock was a man of many activities; a strong churchman who
was also active in business and
politics.

Dean G. W. Droke (right) of the
University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, was an ardent Methodist
who spoke plainly, in love, about
his concerns for the church.

people of Arkansas are not ready for Woman's Rights or Woman's
Suffrage and we hope they never will be. St. Paul . . . thought the
women would do better at home. So we think."
It was largely this male exclusion of women from an active role in the
affairs of church (and state) that led the women of Arkansas ( and of
America) about this time to create their own organization through
which they could make their contribution to the Kingdom. That organization was, of course, the Woman's Missionary Society ( at first divided into home and foreign segments) . The story of their work in
their own organization is a vast one and will be dealt with in another
chapter. But it cannot be overlooked here as an important method by
which women found an outlet for their initiative and a training area for
their abilities.
Pro and Con on Women's Rights

Not all women wanted to leave the old paths, of course. A letter
signed Grand Mother in the Meth odist declared :
I have witnessed with pain . . . a disposition by my sex to assume rights
which alone belong to man. The position of woman is lofty, far superior to
man in many instances. Around the sick bed, or in the nursery, woman has no
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equal, but in the public field, her modesty should shrink from contact with
man.. . . I don't mean those sweet, gentle sisters ... but those who advocate
woman's rights. Ah! my erring sisters... ! •

Dr. Andrew Hunter applauded the women of the South for being
content with their role in the home circle, "fulfilling their mission allotted to them from the beginning." 3 The Rev. J. R. Moore also felt
"the great mass of women are content with their status... . There are
restless, dissatisfied souls who are angry because they are women ....
The cradle lies across the door of the polling booth...." 4 In response,
Boone Keeton of Monticello wrote, "If 'the cradle lies across the door
of the polling booth,' it is because men put it there." 5
Even though women could not be licensed to preach, some of them
were virtually preachers. One example was Elizabeth (Grandma)
Cantrell at Liberty Methodist Church in Marion County a century ago.
Her husband, William, was a Baptist preacher, but both remained true
to their respective churches. Grandma Cantrell was "a shouting Methodist, a real leader. She would go from church to church on the circuit
during revivals and pray, exhort, and shout till victory would result. She
was worth more, many times, than all the preachers, in turning the tide
of battle for the Lord." 6
Should Women Preach?

The question naturally arose, Why not authorize such women as
Elizabeth Cantrell to preach? It may have arisen especially in the White
River Conference on Saturday, November 21, 1896, for on that day
Mrs. Sidney H. Babcock gave an address to the conference on behalf of
the Woman's Parsonage and Home Mission Society. It seems to have
been the first time a woman had spoken to an Arkansas Methodist conference. Another slight gain was made when in 1898 the bishops ruled
that a woman could be superintendent of the Sunday school, though not
a member of the quarterly conference, the governing body of the local
church. 7
The issue of clergy rights for women was strongly debated in 1897 in
the Methodist. The Rev. Jesse J. Mellard, a young pastor at Hatton in
his first year in the conference, led off with a letter declaring that no
valid reason forbade women to preach:
What authority have we for setting her aside? ... Are we to limit her great
work? If so, where shall the line be drawn? . .. And if God says for her to
preach, and gives evidence of the fact, how can we doubt it? 8

The Rev. J. R. Moore, presiding elder at Camden, took the opposite
view, declaring:
A call to the ministry carries with it the government of the church, the administration of the ordinances, the feeding and overseeing the flock of God.
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That woman should do these things is plainly repugnant to reason, propriety
and common sense, and a perversion of the word of God. It is blasphemy.•

Arguing that women do not want to preach, the Rev. W. J. Hearon
of Mabelvale wrote that "If the women of this country wanted to preach,
no earthly power could stay their voices ...." 10 A long rebuttal by Fanny
L. Chunn a month later predicted that
Women will be admitted to all conferences ... and all Church councils, if not
now, later on. Every door will be opened to them, every form of injustice that
has dogged her footsteps so long, is going to be put to death.11

Women Accepted as Full Laity

Gradually the climate began to change. In 1909 the Rev. Philip
Cone Fletcher (while pastor of First Church, St. Louis, in the interval
of two years away from Arkansas) declared himself in favor of woman's
suffrage, and also urged that "woman be allowed a voice in the councils
of Methodism." 12 Dr. Andrew Hunter had perhaps relented a bit in his
opposition upon hearing the Rev. Anna Howard Shaw in the East on
temperance, for he reported she handled the topic in a masterly manner.13 Mrs. W . H . Pemberton, for twenty-five years corresponding secretary of the Little Rock Conference Women's Missionary Society, came
out in 1909 with a strong article in the Western Methodist (December
16) urging full laity rights for women.
In 1917 the Arkansas General Assembly gave women the right to

During the General Conference
of 19 3 0 (held in Dallas in
May) the Dallas Morning News
carried this cartoon showing
the public's interest in the desire of Methodist women for the
conference to approve clergy
rights for women.

------
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vote in Democratic primaries and in 1919 approved an amendment to
the state constitution giving women full voting rights (though
legal tangles made it ineffective for a few years) .14 This was a straw
in the wind regarding public sentiment, for in 1918 the General Conference voted to allow women to be elected delegates to the annual and
general conferences. That fall the annual conferences confirmed the
general conference action. North Arkansas Conference approved the action, 132 for and 3 against; Little Rock voted unanimously for it with
122 votes. The next year ( 1919) twelve women were elected as lay
delegates to the Little Rock Conference. North Arkansas seemingly did
not get proper instructions, for it elected no women to the 1919 conference; but in 1920 it elected twenty women to annual conference,
and from these North Arkansas Conference elected Mrs. W. L. Oliver
and Mrs. F. M. Tolleson as lay delegates to the General Conference of
1922 that met in Hot Springs. Little Rock Conference elected Mrs.
C. F. Elza and Mrs. F. M. Williams as alternate lay delegates; both
were seated some of the time.
Methodist Episcopal Actions

In the Methodist Episcopal Church, laymen were admitted as delegates to General Conference in 1872; and in 1880 the conference ruled
that women could be elected class leaders, stewards, and Sunday school
superintendents. Also, the General Conference of 1892 accepted three
women as lay delegates for the first time. After 1900 laymen attended a
lay electoral conference on the third day of annual conference to elect
delegates to General- Conference and act on matters related to lay activities. They were admitted to full annual conference membership in
1932. In the Methodist Episcopal Church for a long time lay delegates
were not equal in number to clerical ones. At the 1920 General Conference the issue of more lay delegates was debated; and one lay delegate,
F. A. Hazeltine, declared:
Now, what will you have? If you get more delegates you will have a lot of
lovely old ladies and sweet dispositioned old men, and in addition some cranks,
and men who have it in for their pastor.'"

Further Efforts for Women's Clergy Rights

Again in 1930 Arkansas Methodists debated the pros and cons of
women clergy. They may have been stimulated by the example of the
Rev. Dr. S. ]. Jordan, Colored Methodist Episcopal pastor at Searcy, who
was a minister-evangelist conducting revivals in five states. She was
described as
a woman of great culture and refinement who is thoroughly consecrated and
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preaches with power and effect.... The Christian Index cheerfully recommends
this splendid gospel preacher.... She is eminently qualified to fill any pulpit.'"

The issue was debated at the Southern General Conference of 1930,
where Dr. James A. Anderson spoke against accepting women as pastors. He declared such a change was against biblical teaching, against
the history of the church, and against Methodist tradition. 17 Dr. A. C.
Millar commented editorially later: "The women who led the debate
far surpassed the men who opposed the measure but lacked the twothirds vote necessary to submit it to the annual conferences .... It is
confidently expected that the women will secure clerical rights within
eight years." 18 Mrs. Millar joined her husband a bit later in affirming
that "a limited membership in the church is in violation of Christian
principles." 19
But Southern Methodists never did allow women to become pastors.
It was only after Union in 1939 with Methodist Protestants and the
Methodist Episcopal Church that the breakthrough came. In fact, the
first ordained women came into the former Southern churches in Arkansas through what we might call the "side door" of union, from the
Methodist Protestant Church. We noted this earlier, in Chapter 9. More
and more memorials came to General Conference in 1944, 1948, and
1952, asking for women to be accepted in conference membership.
Finally in 1956 the decision was made affirmatively, and the long road
to clergy rights for women had reached its end. It was done with a
single sentence, "Women are included in all provisions of the Discipline
referring to the ministry." 20
Democratizing the Church

While Methodist men had all the laity rights that were available, even
for men these were limited during the first quarter of the Twentieth
Century. In the General Conference, lay delegates were equal to clerical
delegates; but in the annual conferences clergy outnumbered laymen
about five to one. A rather general ground-swell across the church
among laymen called for the addition of more laymen to annual conference membership. In 1914 the General Conference voted to increase the
lay membership from four from each district to eight. This proposal was
then sent to each annual conference for its support or rejection.
Unfortunately, the issue drifted into a spirited discussion of the need
for more lay votes to balance clerical votes and to offset tendencies toward too much power in the hands of the bishops. Some bishops took
these references personally and vigorously entered the discussions.
Even though the Arkansas conferences voted in favor of the increase
when the issue was presented in the fall of 1916, the question was still
being widely discussed in 1917. A writer in the Arkansas Methodist for
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August 30, 1917, defended the large ratio of preachers to laymen: "The
annual conference.... business is to receive preachers, dismiss preachers,
hear reports of preachers, and to station preachers." But this did not
silence the laymen. J. 0. Blakeney wrote in reply, "The time for the old
saw that 'I pay the preacher to do my praying' (and religious thinking)
is not now. No autocrat is justified in saying, to the great body of the
church [the laity} 'thou shalt not legislate.'" 21 The Board of Stewards
at Winfield Church, Little Rock, voted to "commend the effort now
being made to develop an increase of democracy in the government of
the church." 22 E. D. Irvine was chairman at that time and G. H. Kimball secretary.
Bishop E. E. Hoss, who had served in Arkansas a few years earlier,
proceeded to answer in the Arkansas Methodist some of the arguments
being made about lay representation and episcopal power:
The first demand . . . is for an equal number of laymen and mtmsters m
the annual conferences. Nobody has any serious objection to that. . . .
The second demand is for full lay representation in the cabinet [where
appointments are made]. Nothing more wrong in principle, nor more vicious
in practice could be imagined. No layman brings himself or his family under
the operation of the law of the itinerancy....
It is further insisted that the bishops shall be elected at the utmost for four
years, with the possibility of re-election. What an infallible bid for demagogery
that would be! Every General Conference would present an open field for
electioneering, and every weak and designing man once put into the Episcopacy
would be exposed to the temptation of wire pulling and maneuvering during
the whole quadrennium to secure a second term. 23

In rebuttal Dean George W. Droke of the University of Arkansas,
Fayetteville, reacted strongly to some other statements in Bishop Hoss'
presentation, saying,
To me these expressions do not seem to be "brimful" of brotherly love . . . .
Look out, ye disgruntled laymen, the Bishops are in the saddle! . . . The signs
of the times convince me the Bishops had just as well take their medicine as
loyal sons of the Church ought to do, for the time is coming when autocracy
in church and state will be a thing of the past. May God speed the day! "

In 1926 the General Conference again enlarged lay representationone lay representative for every 800 church members in each presiding
elder's district. 25 In 1938 the ratio was again increased to one representative from each pastoral charge, or circuit. 26 In 1968 other additions
were made: the conference president of the Woman's Society of Christian Service, the conference president of United Methodist Men, and
the conference lay leader. 27 Finally, in 1972 the General Conference
faced the fact that all conferences had a number of ministers serving in
various kinds of non-pastoral appointments, which meant that ministers
still outnumbered lay delegates. In 1972 North Arkansas Conference had
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thirty-nine non-pastoral appointments and Little Rock Conference fortynine. A constitutional amendment was approved by the 1972 General
Conference and then by the annual conferences and is now operating
whereby each district selects additional delegates to balance the number
of ministers. Thus after nearly 200 years, The United Methodist Church
in America has provided equality between ministers and lay persons
in the number of delegates to annual and general conferences.
Lay Persons Before the Civil War

Since there are few records indicating the specific work done by lay
persons before the Civil War, we can only list some of the names of those
who demonstrated their Christian graces by entertaining church leaders
or doing other things that caused the world to see they were servants
of Christ.
Among loyal early Methodists in Arkansas were "Brother Spikes,"
a native of North Carolina, of Lawrence County; Colonel Pelham of
Batesville; Rezin Davis, local deacon, Little Rock; the Hoovers, David
Mills, and T. Rolands at or near Pine Bluff; Mrs. John Wilson on Wolf
Creek; James Mallory who started for Texas from Tennessee, stopped in
Dallas County, Arkansas, married Magdalene Ann Burgher and remained
for seven years, finally in 1850 reaching Lamar County, Texas, where
the Mallorys and Burghers have been prominent Methodists ever since;
the Griffiths at Fort Smith; the Peeks near Arkadelphia; Colonel
Tatom at El Dorado; "Brother Bustin" of Camden; "Brother Smith,"
between Camden and Louisiana; Willis Summerville of Tulip; and Dr.
Rhodes at Pine Bluff. 28
In more recent years the number of loyal lay persons is legion, and
there is space merely to sketch some who are illustrative of the many.
Tribute is herewith paid to all, though only some can be named. Some
are mentioned in this volume in other connections and will not be
repeated here.
Laity in Civic and Social Causes

Among those who have made their Christian witness in CIVIC and
social causes were Mr. and Mrs. Leon Roussan, editors of the Osceola
(Arkansas) Times. One or both of them served as editor from 1879
to 1918. When they began their career, Mrs. Roussan called the town
"whiskey-soaked all the time and water soaked much of the time" (it
is on the bank of the Mississippi River). 29 The paper was known as
the strongest temperance sheet in the state, made many enemies, urged
levee and drainage ditch construction, better roads, and new school
buildings. 30 Mr. Roussan was the town's first mayor, and Mrs. Roussan
was a power in the Methodist Church, especially in the women's mis-
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sionary groups; she was conference president from 1905 until 1913. 31
During the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s, J. S. Collins, a member at
Wesley Chapel, Little Rock, was elected four times to General Conference, more than any other black layman. He was active on many
committees and boards in the conference.
During the 1930s and 1940s, Mrs. A. C. Freeman, who taught English at Philander Smith College, was the first black woman to be elected
from Arkansas as delegate to the General Conference. She was elected
two other times as well. Her home church was at Pine Bluff where
she served faithfully except during the school sessions when she attended Wesley Chapel.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Jefferson Raney of Newark, Pecan Point, Conway, and Little Rock made a remarkable record in their lives. Both
were teachers, but about 1900 Mr. Raney turned to insurance and the
bond business. He also gave time for service on state boards for the
Blind School, Deaf School, State Hospital, and penitentiary. The family
moved to Conway where six of the children attended Hendrix College.
Moving to Little Rock, they attended First Church where Mr. Raney
challenged the church to pay off the church debt. "We don't own this
property! ," he told them. "We are just squatters." 32 Then he led them
in building a new educational building. The Raney children, following
in their parents' footsteps as loyal church supporters, have established
the T. J. and Inez Raney Lectureship at Pulaski Heights Church in Little Rock in honor of their parents. The lectures for 1972, given by Dr.
Leonard Griffith of Toronto, Canada, were published under the title,
W e Have This Ministry.
Clinton Anderson of Little Rock, a postman, was active in the Southwest Conference in recent years and served as president of the Conference Board of Education. 33
Minnie Ursula Fuller from Northwest Arkansas had studied law
before 1900 at three major universities and languages at major universities in six countries. By 1905 she could accurately be called "lawyer,
linguist, social worker, economist, lecturer, writer, and natural born
leader." 34 She served as legislative chairman of the Arkansas League of
Women Voters, of the State W.C.T.U., the DAR, and Federation of
Women's Clubs. As legislative chairman, she drafted many bills and got
them introduced in the state legislature, including those dealing with
mothers' pensions, minimum wage, admission of women to the bar,
juvenile court, probation, and parole. She had a hand in establishing the
Arkansas Girls' Training School, Negro Boys' Industrial School, Tuberculosis Sanitorium, Women's Farm, equal property rights for women,
primary suffrage, prohibition, and conservation of the old State House.
Still she had time ro teach a youth class at her home church in Magazine,
Arkansas, and to be "an outgoing person who was interested in all facers
of life," according to a long-time friend in Magazine, Mrs. Eva Kyle. 35
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Mr. and Mrs. H. L. Remmel made great impact on Arkansas, politically and religiously. Mr. Remmel, a native of New York state, came
to Newport in 1876 where he met Elizabeth Cameron, his future wife.
She identified herself with charitable causes as well as with the church
in Newport. In 1896 the couple moved to Little Rock, joining First
Methodist Church. Mr. Remmel became one of the most prominent and
successful businessmen in the city. He was also a leading Republican
in Arkansas and was called "The Friend of Presidents." 36 Dr. Philip
Cone Fletcher, pastor of the Remmels, reported Mr. Remmel helped
heal a breach between Theodore Roosevelt and William Howard Taft
in February, 1918, when Mr. Taft was in Little Rock for an address and
was a guest in the Remmel home. Mrs. Remmel became identified with
almost every charitable cause in Little Rock-the Ada Thompson Home,
Florence Crittenden Mission, Educational Aid Society, Y.W.C.A.,
W.C.T.U., Humane Society, Children's Aid Society, and the Provident
Relief Association. She was a member of the board of Scarritt College,
of the Woman's Missionary Council of the denomination, and of the
Woman's Board of the Methodist Western Assembly at Mount Sequoyah.
After her death, Mr. Remmel contributed funds to complete the
Women's Building at Mount Sequoyah, Fayetteville; and later the
building was named partly in her honor as the Elza-Stephens-Remmel
Hall.
Professor R. C. Childers was the first graduate of Philander Smith
College and later became a teacher in Little Rock's public schools.
Eventually he became assistant superintendent of schools and served
in that role for many years in the 1920s and 1930s. He was a faithful
member of Wesley Chapel.
Lillian Dees (Mrs. W. P.) McDermott served both church and
state competently. She was chosen in 1921 as chief probation officer
of Pulaski County juvenile court, in which field of service she became
nationally known; she was selected for membership in the American
Association of Social Workers. She was a graduate of Galloway College,
served on the board at Hendrix College, and was a member of the Little
Rock Board of Education for twelve years, part of that time as the
president. 37 She served as general secretary, or office administrator, at
First Church, Little Rock, with Dr. Philip Cone Fletcher, who called
her "a woman of brilliant mind, beautiful soul, noble character, high
ideals, superb poise, sane piety, and gracious ministries." 38
Professor Julius Lester of Amherst College, son of D·r. and Mrs. W. D.
Lester, and raised partly in Arkansas, contributes to religious understanding, though not through church channels, in some of his writings. He
calls sternly on his generation to appreciate the faith and virtue of their
elders:
. . . the old black people who never knew a day that was not filled with hard
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work. They accepted the indignities and atrocities that were inflicted on them.
But they never became resigned and that is crucial. They knew that to "wait
upon the Lord'' was not to sit on the porch and be passive. . . . Because they
refused to hate, they were redeemed by their suffering. ... The younger generation looks upon its ancestors as weak because they accepted their oppression, or
so it seems. The old ones had the greater strength, for they learned to live
without hope while never giving in to despair. My God, what a feat that is! ••

One of the persons chosen in 1966 as one of the year's outstanding
Methodist women was Mrs. Negail Riley of Little Rock. Mrs. Riley was a
member of Little Rock's Panel of American Women, and was assistant
librarian at Philander Smith College. She was also active at Wesley
Chapel where her husband was pastor. The Rileys now live in New York
where he is on the staff of the Board of Global Ministries.

John D. Lee of Center
Point is a descendant of
early Methodists, some of
whom had a share in maintaining Ebenezer Camp
Ground in Howard County.

Laity in Professional Service

Numerous Arkansas laity have served their generation m the professions-medicine, law, teaching, writing.
Dr. John L. Buchanan came to the University of Arkansas as president early in this century, after serving as president of Emory and
Henry College, professor in Vanderbilt University, state superintendent
of schools in Virginia, and professor in Randolph Macon College. He
made an outstanding · record at Fayetteville.
Others at the University who served the Kingdom and the church
were President John C. Futrall, Dean George W. Droke, Dr. D. Y.
Thomas (later at Hendrix), Professors D. G. Carter, William J. Lemke,
Miss Ella Carnall, and Miss Naomi Williams. 40
Dean Droke was at the University of Arkansas over forty years and
"was one of the great leaders of the Central Church," wrote Philip
Cone Fletcher after he served as pastor there. "He is strong, heroic,
exacting, but devoted and loyal to the Kingdom.. . . He is a fine Christian gentleman." 41
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The first executive secretary of Christian education in the Southwest
Conference was Mrs. J. H. (Frances) Taggartt, who served in the 1930s
and 1940s. She was also the organizer of the Bethlehem Center in Little Rock. A native of Atlanta, she met Mr. Taggartt while he was in
Gammon Seminary.
Dr. A. A. Womack, physician of Little Rock and a member of Miles
Chapel Colored Methodist Episcopal Church, was a prominent layman
in the 1930s and 1940s and served as a delegate to General Conference
sessions. 42 Dr. J. G. Shaw, a brother of Bishop Alexander P. Shaw who
once served Wesley Chapel, was a Methodist Episcopal physician in
McGehee in the 1920s and 1930s. He was an outstanding layman,
present every Sunday, singing in the choir. He did not neglect his patients nor did he let his "doctoring" interfere with his church life. 43
Franklin Wilder has had wide experience in the practice of law since
he graduated with honors at the University of Arkansas Law School.
He has served as special F.B.I. agent, as chancery and probate judge, as
president of the Sebastian County Mental Health Association, and has
been a trial lawyer for the past forty years. Yet he has had time for his
local church, filling many offices there; time to be president of the
Churchmen of Western Arkansas; and time to write three volumes:
Immortal Mother, the life of Susanna Wesley, The Father of the
W esleys, a biography of John Wesley's father, Samuel, and Good News
for Martha Wesley.
Scipio A. Jones was born a slave in 1863, grew up in Tulip, attended
Philander Smith College, and finished college at Shorter College in North
Little Rock. He became one of the most influential black lawyers in
the state. Perhaps his most famous case was the defense of twelve black
men condemned to death as a result of the Elaine (Phillips County)
race riot of 1919. So skillfully did he gather and present evidence that
in four years all twelve men were freed by the United States Supreme
Court. As a black Methodist Republican he was pitted against a white
Methodist Republican, Augustus C. Remmel, in a party racial dispute in
Little Rock in 1920. He was a member for over fifty years of the Bethel
African Methodist Episcopal Church. 44
William Erwin Holbrook had an unusual impact on the educational
system of Arkansas. After teaching a few years, he worked with the
Farmers' Union in sponsoring better school support that resulted in
colleges at Russellville, Magnolia, Monticello, and Jonesboro. 45 When
the movement began about 1934 to aid sharecroppers and tenant farmers
in eastern Arkansas, the Works Projects Administration created an adult
education division and made Holbrook the state supervisor. "This movement obviously aroused opposition among the planters whose control
of the political regime in East Arkansas had such influence on the state
administration .... We soon had a program going that proved to be the
most successful in the W.P.A. education division." 46 Mr. Holbrook
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joined the Methodist Church early in adulthood and was active in it
wherever he lived. In First Church, Little Rock, he attended and later
taught the Men's Century Class. Mr. Holbrook was convinced that a
program such as the W .P.A. redeemed the lives of many persons, restored their pride by the help they received; and he commented,
I also came out with a mellowed heart toward the flotsam and jetsam of
society. . . I recognize that many people suffer from their own faults and
mismanagement; but I also see others prosper from inheritances that they did
"
not earn, or from trickery, chicanery and dishonorable methods.

In recent and current years, Methodist laity still gains recognition.
Dolphus Whitten, Jr., a native of Hope, taught in Arkansas schools,
including Hope High School and Henderson State Teachers' College
from 1936 to 1958. Since then he has served at Oklahoma City University where he is now president. John Hinton Stroud was president
of the Little Rock Conference Methodist Youth Fellowship, graduated
at Hendrix College, and served for four years as editorial writer for the
Arkansas Gazette. He is now editor of the Detroit Free Press and is on
the General Board of Publication, governing board of The United
Methodist Publishing House. He follows other Arkansas churchmen on
that board, such as C. Ray Hozendorf, Marshall T. Steel, and R. Connor
Morehead.
Mrs. Paul C. Stephenson of Sheridan is an example of Arkansas
artistic talent. She and her daughter, Mrs. Pauline Marcoux, painted
a portrait of Bishop Paul E. Martin when he was in charge of the
Arkansas Conferences; it was placed in Marrin Hall at Perkins School
of Theology, Dallas. Dr. and Mrs. Stephenson, both Arkansas natives,
spent almost all of their ministry in N orth Texas where they made
significant contributions to the church.
Laity in Business Life

We have noted elsewhere the loyalty of Captain W. W . Martin to
his church and to Hendrix College. After the Civil War, he entered
the mercantile business in Conway where he set his hand to improve
the town. He was fairly prosperous in his mercantile business but never
wealthy. The distinguishing feature about him was his unusual generosity for those causes he believed in. He turned over to Hendrix College all the stock he owned in his three banks. George W. Donaghey
called him "easily Arkansas' greatest philanthropist." 48
The name of Barnett has long been associated with Batesville Methodism. Ira Nelson Barnett, Sr., popularly known as Nels, came to Batesville in 1885; and soon he and rwo brothers, James and Charles, opened
their own store as Barnett Brothers. Nels was in the business for fifty
years, dying in 1935. He had served the Batesville Church as a steward

362

METHODISM

IN ARKANSAS,

1816-197 6

for forty-six years. When the North Arkansas Conference met at Batesville in November, 1936, Nels, Jr. and his mother presented a bronze
memorial tablet in memory of the father and husband. 49 When Dr.
0. E. Goddard, his pastor, held his funeral he said, "His fidelity in the
use of wealth made him a man of most unusual wisdom." 50
Nels Barnett, Jr. continued his father's loyalty to the church and has
served widely beyond the local church. He has been a delegate to
general and jurisdictional conferences from 1944 to 1968 and to the
Jurisdictional Conference in 1972. He has served on the South Central
Jurisdictional Council, on the General Board of Missions, as trustee of the
Western Methodist Assembly and of Southern Methodist University, and
is a trustee of the Methodist Foundation of Arkansas.
Pioneering in the soft drink business brought success to B. T. Fooks
of Camden. Born in Kentucky, he once planned to enter the ministry
and spent three months at Moody Bible Institute in Chicago. But in three
months he concluded others could preach better than he and that he
would specialize on being a good layman. He has been generous toward
his church, even as he has been successful in his business. He founded
the Grapette company, has operated sawmills, and had a wholesale lumber business. In addition to local church activities, Mr. Fooks served on
the Board of Trustees at Southern Methodist University, Dallas; was
chairman of the board of Arkansas Methodist Hospital, Hot Springs;
is a member of the Methodist Headquarters Corporation; a member of
the trustees of the Methodist Children's Home; and is a life member of
the board of Hendrix College. 51
When the Rev. W. D. Lester went to Conway in 1929 as pastor
of the Negro Methodist Episcopal Church, all church income was low.
Payment of his salary came slowly, and he had to arrange for credit
at a local grocery store. Later when Mr. Lester was able to bring the
money to pay up his bill the manager said, "No, you don't owe me
anything. I am a member at First Methodist Church and you are
partly my pastor, also, so just credit that amount on my church dues." 52
That groceryman is among the laity who witnessed to their faith. His
name is lost in the passing of time, but even though anonymous he is
among those to be honored in such a listing as this.
Bill Bumpers, father of Senator Dale Bumpers, ran a hardware store
in Charleston, Arkansas, and was a Methodist with convictions. Francis
Irby Gwaltney grew up in Charleston, and he recalls that Bumpers
had a Negro customer named Gillespie. "Mr. Bumpers called him Mr.
Gillespie, the first time I ever heard a white call a black mister ....
Mr. Gillespie bought a tractor in 1938. It was the first one bought by a
black in Franklin County. . . . Mr. Bumpers signed the back-up papers." 53 Soon thereafter, another merchant in the town tried unfairly to
foreclose on Gillespie's tractor for a small debt; and even though it
was in the depression, Bumpers took money from his pocket to save

Harvey C. Couch combined deep devotion to the church with
his astute business understandings. He was one of the outstanding men of the state in his times. Standing with him are
the Rev. John B. Hefley (center) and Leslie Helvie {right).

Gillespie's tractor. Gwaltney compares Mr. Bumpers' disgust at the
merchant's effort in that incident to Old Testament characters, one of
whom thundered, "What doth the Lord require of thee, but to do
justly... ."
Harvey C. Couch left an enduring mark on Arkansas business, industrial, and church life that does not fade as the years pass. The son
of a Methodist minister, the Rev. Thomas G. Couch, he was the great
grandson of a cousin of Bishop George F. Pierce. Born a dozen years
after the Civil War closed, he knew the poverty of that tim~specially
present in the home of a Methodist preacher! He grew up near and in
Magnolia where he came under the enduring influence of a devout
Baptist layman, Pat M. Neff, later president of Baylor University and
governor of Texas. With no money for college, he worked as a store
clerk and railway mail clerk and then, with borrowed money, started
his own business-telephones, electricity, later railroads.
Eventually he became a statewide and then a national leader who
knew how to get things done and to get people to help themselves. He
became a personal friend of such persons as Herbert Hoover, President
and Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, James Farley, and many prominent
businessmen of the nation. 54 He served on boards of trustees of Peabody
College, Hendrix College, Southern Methodist University, and Teachers'
College in Conway. With all of these many civic, business, and political
responsibilities, the church and its concerns still remained high in his
thinking and acting. Elsewhere references are made to his close friendship with Bishop H. A. Boaz and his generous gifts to Arkadelphia
Methodist College and Hendrix College-to which he also gave time
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as a trustee and friend. His offer of a half million dollars for a proposed
Methodist university in Little Rock (a university never established) is
an indication of his concern for higher education-a type of education
he never received formally.
At his death in 1941, Bishop Boaz called him the greatest layman
of the Methodist Church. Thousands of his friends and admirers stood
outside the Lakeside Methodist Church in Pine Bluff during his funeral
service. A Negro quartet sang two favorite spirituals, the Rev. R. B.
Moore read from the New Testament, and the Rev. J. M. Workman
spoke in tribute. The Rev. C. C. Neal, a Colored Methodist Episcopal
minister and president of Arkansas Haygood Institute in Pine Bluff,
whose work had been aided by Mr. Couch, called him the industrial
"hero of the South and Southwest." 55 "Arkansas cannot forget Harvey
Couch," wrote Editor E. T. Wayland. "Truly a great man has passed
from our midst." 56
W. J. Kidd, an influential Fort Smith businessman, contributed heavily
to the new building at Mallalieu Church in Fort Smith in the 1920s.
James M. Walton, son of Bishop and Mrs. Aubrey G. Walton, joined
the staff of the United Methodist Council on Finance and Administration in Evanston, Illinois, in May, 1975. He became an assistant general
secretary in charge of legal services, property, trustee matters, and investments. He is truly a product of Arkansas Methodism-and of Arkansas parsonages.
D. S. Laney of Osceola comes of a long-time Methodist family and is
a brother of former governor Ben T. Laney. He has had extensive business interests in Osceola. He promoted a movement for a new church
sanctuary in 1942, was chairman of the building committee, and served
in many capacities.
Laity in Political Life

In the history of Arkansas, many Methodist lay persons-and a few
of the clergy-have been prominent in political activities. This was
seen in the early days when Con ways and Rectors were leaders. We
saw it in Reconstruction days when Elisha Baxter and Joseph Brooks,
both Methodists, were pitted against each other and when Andrew
Hunter was named to the United States Senate. Simon P. Hughes served
as a Methodist governor from 1885 to 1889. And since 1907 nine out of
a total of twenty-one governors have been Methodists.
But before 1900 an Arkansas leader had served his state well as U. S.
senator-James K. Jones. He grew up in Dallas and Hempstead counties
and was elected to the state senate in 1873, of which he served as president in 1877. When elected to Congress in 1880, he said in his first
speech, "I believe that slavery is but half abolished, emancipation is but
half completed, while millions of persons with votes in their hands are
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left without education." 57 He was chosen by the Arkansas legislature
for a seat in the U.S. Senate which he held from 1885 to 1896. He was
chairman of the Democratic National Committee in 1896. The Arkansas
Gazette said he had shown "ability, integrity, manliness, devotion to public interests, and fidelity to friends." 58 He served at one time as president
of the Arkansas Historical Association. He attended Mt. Vernon Place
Methodist Church when in Washington, D.C. He believed in foreign
missions but felt that the church had neglected serving the Negro in the
South as it should.59 He gave money anonymously to place a stainedglass window in the Methodist church at Texarkana. At his death George
Thornburgh said, "Arkansas has never had a Senator who has been so
conspicuously successful in the management of great public questions." 60
Governor John S. Little served in 1907, but his health broke and he
left office. He had previously been a U. S. congressman from Arkansas
for fourteen years ( 1894-1907). The Arkansas Methodist praised him
as "one of our ... cleanest and most successful politicians." 61
George W . Donaghey has been mentioned elsewhere; he was governor from 1909 to 1913. One project he was proud of as governor was
drainage of the swamps. At one time the state had 7,000,000 acres in
swamps. "Before I went out of office I was to see most of the swamps
in Arkansas either drained or on the road to drainage." 62 Under his
leadership the building of the new state cap:tol was completed after construction had been suspended. Perhaps equally as important--or more
important-was his progress in humanizing the treatment of prisoners,
including the destruction of the convict lease system. He was active in
First Church, Little Rock, while governor.
Joseph T. Robinson grew up in the Epworth League and the Methodist
church in Lonoke, Arkansas. Going to Congress in 1902, he was elected
governor of Arkansas in 1912. After being inaugurated on January 16,
1913, he was elected by the General Assembly to the United States Senate and assumed that office on March 8, 1913. By 1923 he was elected
leader of the Democratic senators and served thus until his death. In
1928 he was the Democratic candidate for vice-president, running with
Alfred E. Smith, a Catholic and a "wet." When he died he was buried
from First Church, Little Rock, where Pastor H. Bascom Watts said :
"Arkansas' most representative American . . . goes to his grave as a
quiet Christian gentleman, greatly loved by his neighbors." 63
Thaddeus H. Caraway served in Congress from 1913 to 1921, at
which time he became a U. S. senator. When he died on November 8,
1931, the North Arkansas Conference adopted a resolution calling him
"a great and patriotic citizen," pointing out that "He was affiliated with
our church." 64 Mrs. Caraway was appointed to fill out the unexpired
term of her husband but later ran and was elected. Mrs. Caraway was the
first woman ever to be elected a senator in the United States. The Wash-
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ington Star commented that Mrs. Caraway had been "a conscientious,
hard-working, and intelligent Senator." 65 In 1941 she was one of fiftythree women chosen by the General Federation of Women's Clubs
representing "the great strides made by women in the past 50 years." 66
John E. Martineau practiced law in Little Rock before he served in the
Arkansas House of Representatives from 1903 to 1905. From 1907 to
1927 he was a judge in the First Chancery Court and governor in 192728. Dr. Philip Cone Fletcher was especially close to Martineau, having
known him for twenty years. Fletcher was angered when the head of the
Arkansas Anti-Saloon League sent a letter to over 2,000 preachers in the
state charging that "Martineau's election would be a great aid to the wet
movement to nullify prohibition." Fletcher broke his own rule never to
get involved in politics and "rushed to the side of my friend, whom I
felt had been outraged, defamed, insulted, traduced. I wrote a page 'advertisement' for the Sunday Gazette, answering the charges, but withheld my name. . . . I lamented the tragic blunder of the Anti-Saloon
League." 67
Harvey Parnell spent six years in the Arkansas General Assembly
before becoming lieutenant governor under Martineau and succeeded to
the governor's office in March, 1928, when Martineau resigned to become a federal judge. Afterwards he was twice reelected, thus serving
longer than any governor except Jeff Davis. In 1930, while governor,
he was a lay delegate to the Little Rock Conference. 68 At his death the
Arkansas Methodist said, "While he was not brilliant yet he had the best
interests of the state at heart, and is responsible for many good
things." 69
Homer M. Adkins was especially active in the Methodist Church
over many years, before, during, and after he was governor. He was a
long-time member of Asbury Church in Little Rock, where he was a
teacher, steward, and chairman of the Board of Stewards. He was vicepresident of the Board of Trustees of Western Methodist Assembly in
1941. He spoke frequently to Methodist groups. He was a delegate to
the annual conference in 1941 and gave an address to the conference,
emphasizing law enforcement. 70 In December, 1942, the Arkansas Methodist quoted him from a message on "God Speaking to a Troubled
World" in which he suggested, "Probably if we had spent more money
to carry the Gospel to Japan and other foreign countries, this war might
have been averted." 71
Ben T. Laney was a teacher, businessman, and mayor of Camden
before being elected governor for 1945-49. He was a Sunday school
teacher and an official in the Camden Methodist Church and came from
a long line of Methodists. One ancestor was the Rev. W. P. Laney,
a member of the Little Rock Conference, 1878-85. He was also a strong
supporter of Hendrix College, his alma mater, establishing two scholarships there. During his administration, public school funds were in-
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creased, and all children were assured access to a high school; the
building of a governor's mansion was authorized and plans authorized
for restoring the Old State House. Laney became the leader of the Dixiecrat party in the state near the close of his second term. The Dixiecrats
refused to support President Harry S. Truman because of his proposal
of a "strong civil rights program designed tO secure equality for Negroes." 72
Sidney S. McMath came into prominence as one of the young World
War II veterans in the state who decided in 1946 to try to overturn
some of the county political machines in the state. McMath led the GI
revolt in Hot Springs and in 1948 was elected governor. He sought
to create a new image of the South and would say to those in the North

Mr. H. F. Buhler (left) of Little Rock served the Methodist
Church in Arkansas with time, talent, and possessions.
D1·. Matt L. Ellis (right) is one of the most influential lay per-

sons in the state. He has served both conferences as lay leader
-as well as president of Hendrix College.

as he got opportunities: "Today, there is abroad in all the Southland a
healthy, vigorous, progressive movement. . . . Every day the light of
tolerance and understanding is pushing back the fog of prejudice and
hatred which for too long was the stock in trade of too many politicians." 73
Dale Bumpers also comes of a well-known Methodist family of Arkansas. His father, Bill, was a cousin of Harold Horace Bumpers who is
the father of John Phillip Bumpers and Paul M. Bumpers. J. P. Bumpers was for some years treasurer and chief business officer of Hendrix
College. (Paul M. has been pastor and district SI.J.perintendent in North
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Arkansas as well as pastor at First Church, Lubbock, Texas, from 1964
to 1973, from which he transferred back to First Church, Fort Smith.)
E. Clay Bumpers of Wabash, Arkansas, has held many lay offices in the
church, including that of conference lay leader and delegate to jurisdictional and general conferences.
Dale Bumpers became governor in 1971 and served until he took
office as U.S. senator in 1975. He credits the church with being a great
-if not the greatest-influence in his life. He sees the role of the church
in the nation as that of articulating the basic values of human life.
He fears the spread of a spirit of cynicism in the country partly because
of a trend for the poor to become poorer and the wealthy to become
wealthier. He notices young people impatient with organized religion
because so often it is too much concerned with buildings and fund-raising
to the neglect of meeting the basic needs of persons for fellowship,
recognition, understanding, appreciation, and commitment to God. "Our
basic Christian values," he added "are the things that lift a man's soul
and enable him to deal with all those terrible problems that every man
is going to be confronted with in this mortal life." 74
Laity in Church Leadership

In the case of some Methodists in Arkansas their work in the church
is the most outstanding feature of their lives. Some of these persons
have been mentioned elsewhere in this volume. A few others are mentioned here as examples of the many who could be listed.
In an earlier day some Methodists in Arkansas expressed their deep
feelings outwardly-singing, shouting, moving around. One of these
was "Mother Key," wife of Dr. A. Key of Gurdon. The Rev. Luke S.
Johnson tells of an impressive event:
Shall I ever forget the night [about 1882-83} "Mother Key" . . . raised the
old fashioned Methodist shout, and walked up and down the aisles, exhorting
like they used to do in the "long ago." The six saloons in the small town
emptied themselves and the men, drunk and sober, ran over to see what was
the matter! What a time I did have in that whiskey-soaked town for three
years . . . . 75

Another example of Methodist shouting-with a unique angle to itwas the practice of Jonathan Cole of Franklin County when he became
filled with a feeling of joy and faith. He was a quiet, unassuming, dedicated Christian. He had a peculiar manner in his shouting.
He has often been called "hopping Cole" because when he got a victory
through faith he would spring from his seat, grab his right foot with his hand
and start down the aisle, saying, "Bless God, we will all soon be walking the
paved gold streets of the New Jerusalem" . . . . Always a host of people were
moved to accept Christ. . . . I asked him on one occasion what brought it
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about. In a very modest way he said, "It is an inward struggle to get rid of all
unbelief, and when I get all unbelief swept out of my life I ca.nnot but be
joyously happy." 78

J. M. Carr, a brother of the well-known minister, J. F. Carr, was a
mainstay in the Rock Springs Church, about fourteen miles north of
Monticello. He became Sunday school superintendent in the summer
of 1859. It was a primitive operation compared to our day, but it won
and nurtured persons in the love of God. Carr went off to war in the
1860s but returned when it was over and continued his supervision. Carr
served that school from 1859 to 1903; and from it came twelve preachers, five wives of preachers, five physicians (one a woman, a graduate of
Wellesley and Johns Hopkins), five lawyers, twenty-five school teachers,
one missionary to Japan, and about twenty businessmen in Monticello,
all church members. Carr was still living in 1916, "a frail old man
now, but the light of heaven shines in his genial face." 77
J. S. M. Cannon was a dedicated lay worker in Winfield Church
for many years and conference lay leader from 1931 to 1942. During
all those years he made an average of one lay address a week in some
church on Sunday or to some church group during the week. Dr. Gaston
Foote, his pastor in 1941, wrote that he was "one of the most active,
progressive, and intelligent leaders of his church today." 78
Many consecrated workers helped carry on the Lord's work in the
Southwest Conference. Among these were Mrs. Cleolo Prowell of Wesley
Chapel, Professor I. W. Whitmore at Philander Smith, Mrs. Z. R. Fields
at Hughes, and R. B. Hays and G. C. Taylor, both connected with Philander Smith College. 79
Mr. and Mrs. M. E. Peace of Magnolia made a lasting contribution
in First Church there, and that contribution continues in the annual M. E.
Peace Lectures they have established there. These lectures have been
given by such leaders as Bishops Richard C. Raines, Arthur J. Moore,
Gerald Kennedy, and Dr. Wallace Hamilton and Dr. K. Morgan Edwards.
There are other lectureships in the state; the Raney Lectures at Pulaski Heights Church in Little Rock have been mentioned. First Church
in Pine Bluff has been enriched by the J . Richard and Elsie Smith Pierce
Lectures established in 1967. Lecturers have included Dr. Alan Walker
of Australia, Dr. Robert J. McCracken of Riverside Church in New
York, and Dr. Edward Baumann of Foundry Church in Washington,
D.C. This series is designed to be ecumenical.
The Memorial Lectures at First Church, Crossett were delivered
by Bishop Eugene M. Frank in November, 1974. Among earlier lecturers was Dr. Carlyle Marney. This series began in 1970. The Goddard
Lecture series continued for several years at Goddard Church in Fort
Smith but was eventually discontinued because of more urgent demands
on the funds used for it.
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Mr. and Mrs. Harold H. Cabe of Gurdon and Little Rock have
given their lives to the church in Arkansas. He served as chairman of
the administrative board and she was organist-choir director for twentyseven years in Gurdon. Recently they invested more of their lives in The
United Methodist Church by starting payment on what is to be a $40,000
gift to the Pension Fund of the Little Rock Conference. They are also
participants in the outstanding gift to Hendrix College by the Cabe family described in Chapter 10.
Mrs. Delia Bourland Bethell was a remarkable person in her influence for good at First Church, Little Rock. Widowed for most of her
adult life, she not only created a helpful home life for her family but
extended her influence widely in her church, partly through the Bethell
Class that she taught for fifty-three years, until her death in 1975. But
every phase of church life was of concern to her, and she was consulted
on almost all major decisions at the church. She had the ability to influence many younger persons toward the kind of church loyalty that
she demonstrated. At one time head of the state welfare department, she
was also co-chairman of nurses aid work during World War II. "Every
person who ever knew her will say, Tm a better person because I
knew her,'" commented Dr. Alvin C. Murray at her funeral. 80
A Sampling of Arkansas Lay Persons

Across the years the scope of lay involvement in the affairs of the
church has broadened. Lay persons have responded to their opportunities eagerly and with devotion. Many of these persons have been named
in this volume; many more will unfortunately remain nameless so far
as state or national history is concerned. However, some have been
suggested by certain ministers of the state as worthy representatives
of the many who cannot be named. These names are carried here as a
tribute to all the laity of Arkansas. These persons are a sampling of
the kind of lay persons who have made Arkansas Methodism what it is.
Most of them are still living.
T. H. Barton, El Dorado; John L. Blundell, Ashdown; Johnny Brannon, Prescott; Mr. and Mrs. Austin Brockway, Fayetteville; Leslie Bryant,
Clarksville; Richard Butler, Sr., Little Rock; Mrs. Stella Coffman, Gillett;
Mrs. Hazel Land Dabney, Pine Bluff; Mrs. Ballard Dean, St. Charles;
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Goss, North Little Rock; 0. A. Graves, Hope;
Ivan R. Grove, Conway; Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Gulette, Van Buren;
Carl Hall, Little Rock; Mrs. H. Q. (Gretchen) Hamilton, Fort Smith;
G. C. Hardin, Fort Smith; Clyde Herbert, Fort Smith; Carl Hollis, Warren; Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Huenefeld, Lincoln; J. W. Hull, Russellville;
T. Leland Hunt, Fort Smith; Marlin Jackson, Paragould; Mrs. V. C.
"Blackie" Johnson, Searcy; Paul Jones, Stuttgart; Mrs. Marie Jordan,
Paragould; James W. Lane, North Little Rock; R. W. "Boots" Lynch,
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Fort Smith; Pierce K. Merrell, Russellville; Miss Ethel Millar, Conway;
Mrs. Mason Mitchell, Conway; Fred Moore, Pine Bluff; Joe S. Pierce,
Searcy; Winfred Polk, Corning; Mr. and Mrs. Taylor A. Prewitt, Tillar;
Luke Quinn, Little Rock; Henry Rainwater, Walnut Ridge; Mrs. Letha
(John Wesley ) Rushing, Hope; Mr. and Mrs. Hal R. Sessions, Lake
Village; Miss Kathleen Sharp, Paragould; William Shepherd, Little
Rock; W. E. Silliman, Camden; John Simpson, Lodges Corner; Mrs.
M. A. Sollars, Bayou Meto; J. Maurice Spicer, Stuttgart; Carl Welch;
Mr. and Mrs. Solon F. Wilder, Fort Smith; Tom Williams, Little Rock;
J. T. Womack, Arkadelphia; Herbert B. Wren, Texarkana; Robert A.
Young, Jr., Fort Smith, and Mrs. E. D. Lewis, Fayetteville.

Dr. Robert E. L. Bearden (right) was the preacher
at the North Arkansas Conference lay retreat in
1975 at Mt. Sequoyah; Mr. Marvin Gaither of Batesville, an associate conference lay leader, presided at
the service.

