
Hernando County Aquatics Services and Waterways

1. Waterways, Boat Ramps, and Navigation Aids

2. Waterway Hazards and Maintaining Navigation

3. Derelict boats / oil spill containment

4. Dock/ Seawall Permitting

5. Lake Management 

6. Marine Resource Program

Keith.Kolasa@hernandocounty.us Phone  352-754-5884

mailto:Keith.Kolasa@hernandocounty.us


Recent Accomplishments   2016-2018

1. Bendickson Reef Expansion ✓
2. Shallow Reef Arrays – Reefballs ✓
3. Volunteer Reefball Construction ✓
4. Hunters Lake Tussock Removal ✓
5. Oyster Reef Deployment ✓
6. Shoreline Stabilization - Marsh Grass Planting ✓
7. Coastal Kayak Trail ✓
8. Marine Area Strategic Plan ✓
9. RESTORE Funding Allocations ✓
10. Research Partnerships ✓
11. Hernando Beach Channel Speed Zone ✓
12. Boat Ramp Master Plan

Keith.Kolasa@hernandocounty.us Phone  352-754-5884
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Hunters Lake Tussock Removal



Hunters Lake Tussock Removal









SCUBAnauts International

Hernando County Artificial Reefs



Bendickson Reef Expansion

Bendickson 1995 Bendickson 2016



Bendickson Reef Expansion
600 tons deployed – August 2017



Bendickson Reef Expansion
600 tons deployed – August 2017



Bendickson Reef Expansion



Bendickson Army Tank Reef Expansion



Shallow Reef Arrays – Reef Balls



Shallow Reef Arrays – Reef Balls



Community Outreach - Reef Ball Molds













Pilot Project – Low Profile Oyster Habitat
Conceptual Plan

https://www.flseagrant.org/
https://www.flseagrant.org/
http://ifas.ufl.edu/
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Centipede Bay  April 14, 2018 
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Shoreline Stabilization 
Marsh Grass Planting at Linda Pedersen Park

May 2018

http://ifas.ufl.edu/
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Identified Goals 

- Goal 1: Shoreline stabilization
- Goal 2: Oyster reefs 
- Goal 3: Artificial reefs
- Goal 4: Recreational and 

commercial fisheries 
- Goal 5: Vessel navigation and 

gulf access
- Goal 6: Hard bottom habitat 

and seagrass

Goals

Objectives

Policies/Actions





Project Cost

Artificial Reef Program $ 2,350,000

Oyster Reefs and Living Shorelines $ 750,000

Boat Ramp and Coastal Park Amenities $ 1,165,000

Channel Improvements  - Hernando Beach, Pine Island,   
Weeki Wachee Canals

$ 3,135,000

Paddling Trails $ 260,000

Water Quality – Calienta Street $ 2,400,000

Septic to Sewer $ 2,600,000

TOTAL $12,660,000

Hernando County - Pot 3 Project Budgets



Project Cost

Bayou Drive Restoration $  175,000

Linda Pedersen swim area restoration $ 300,000

TBD $  625,000

TOTAL $1,100,000

Pot 1 - Project Budgets



SUMMARY

Centipede Bay, Hernando County

• Numerous Projects Successfully Completed Over Past Two Years

• RESTORE Funding Allocated for Many Additional Projects  

• Exciting Opportunity to Continue to Build Marine Resource 
Program 

Bendickson Reef, Hernando County



Photo Credits:  Keith Kolasa

THANK YOU

Keith.Kolasa@hernandocounty.us Phone  352-754-5884
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