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DON LARSEN GAME-WORN UNIFORM FROM 1956 PERFECT GAME SELLS  FOR $756,000 ON STEINER SPORTS “PERFECT” AUCTION LAST NIGHT; PETE SIEGEL, CEO OF GOTTAHAVEIT.COM,  IS WINNING BIDDER; BOB KNIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP RING COLLECTION SELLS FOR TOTAL OF $400,000
New York, December 6—The uniform (#18) worn by Yankees right-hander Don Larsen for the only Perfect Game pitched in World Series history (1956) sold at auction last night (December 5) for $756,000 on line at Steiner Sports Marketing and Memorabilia’s “Perfect Auction.” The championship ring collection of legendary college basketball coach and ESPN analyst Bob Knight sold for a combined $400,000.  

The winning bid was made by Pete Siegel, CEO of GottaHaveIt.com, in New York City, in the final minutes of last night’s auction which closed at 10:00 PM. The auction of the artifacts was conducted for 56 days – from October 8 (56 years to the date of the Perfect Game) through December 5.

In collaboration with Steiner Sports, both Larsen and Knight placed the items on auction in an effort to fund the college education of each of their grandchildren.  

A fierce bidding war in the final hours moved the price from $530,000 to the winning bid. A total of 22 bids were made on the uniform.  

Siegel said: "We are ecstatic to have the opportunity to acquire this uniform from one of the most historic games in baseball history. We are also elated to add this to the most important New York Yankees collection that we have been curating and sourcing for the past 18 years, which we are hoping to showcase to the public in the near future. It will reside along with the original contract that transferred Babe Ruth from Boston to New York (The Curse of the Bambino), Mickey Mantle's 1956 Silver bat awarded to him for winning the Triple Crown, the most important player contracts for Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Mickey Mantle and Joe DiMaggio, and many other stellar artifacts from the greatest team ever."

It was the highest bid in the history of Steiner Sports, the leader in collectibles, which celebrated its 25th Anniversary this week. 
Brandon Steiner, founder & CEO of Steiner Sports, could not have been more pleased, saying that “this was the company’s biggest auction ever and the relationships we have with the athletes is what this is all about.  The closing prices realized were a direct reflection on being a trusted name for the collecting public.”

 “I am just delighted, and relieved, too,” said Larsen, 83. “This will sure take care of the college education of my grandchildren, and leave a few dollars for a nice family vacation. I’m happy that the uniform worn on my greatest day has found a great home for a long time to come.” (Name and ages of grandchildren: Cody , 14, and Justin, 20). 
Larsen and his agent Andrew Levy of Wish You Were Here Productions, consigned the rare artifact to Steiner Sports. A jersey worn by the immortal Babe Ruth was sold to a collector for a reported $4.4 million. Yogi Berra’s jersey worn during the Larsen Perfect Game reportedly sold for nearly $600,000 in 2010. 

In celebration of its 25th Anniversary and the conclusion of the “Perfect Auction,” Steiner Sports hosted a charity drive in which 25 athletes, including Larsen & Knight, visited the New Rochelle corporate offices to sign limited edition pieces sold for the athletes’ respective charities.  Other notable visitors included Mariano Rivera, Mark Messier and Yogi Berra just to name a few. 

In addition to the featured pieces, Steiner Sports showcased over 2,000 auction lots with packages ranging from unique and limited edition collectibles including a Babe Ruth signed baseball closing at $15,600 to bargain items usually more costly such as a dual-signed photo by brothers and Super Bowl MVP’s Peyton and Eli Manning selling for $169.99

Steiner Sports founder Brandon Steiner, the sports business leader who 

legitimized and popularized the memorabilia industry, celebrated the 25th 

Birthday of his company with an auction for the ages which featured 2,000
never-before-available collectibles from his signature sports superstars .  

The auction was was launched on October 8, 2012, fifty six years to the date, that Larsen hurled the epic, and  appropriately will last last for 56 days.  The veritable “Who’s  Who” of sports champions included among the unique auction artifacts available includes: boxing’s Muhammed Ali and Joe Frazier, golf’s Jack Nicklaus, baseball’s Joe DiMaggio, Mickey Mantle and Henry Aaron, hockey’s Wayne Gretzky and Mark Messier, and basketball’s Michael Jordan, Larry Bird and Magic Johnson.
Larsen uniform and Knight’s collection of championship rings were lynchpins of the auction. 
