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Rev. Cory Germain 

Minister 

 

Ann Osborn 

Administrative Assist 

 

Joyce Jorgenson 

Choir Director 

How to reach us…. 

 

Church Office 

507-235-5382 

Hours: Tuesday—Friday 

9:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m. 

 

E-mail 

uccsecretary319@gmail.com 

 

Web Site Address 

www.fairmontucc.org 

 

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 

Fairmont, Minnesota 

First Congregational UCC 

319 Downtown Plaza 

Fairmont, MN  56031 

WHEELCHAIR  

ACCESSIBLE 

       Rev. Cory Germain 

      Office Hours: 

  Tuesday  9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

  Wednesday 12:30 p.m. through                  

  evening meetings & activities 

  Thursday 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

  Friday   9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

  Rev. Cory’s phone: 507-399-8282 

Worship Hours 
Sunday School 9:15  

Worship 10:30 
Communion the first Sunday of 

every month.   
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC 

FAIRMONT, MN 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES FOR 10-20-2021 

 

Members Present: Marilyn Forstrom, Abigail Roiger, Cathy Celander, Jane Kotewa, Sue Kruse, Wendy 
Ziemer, Kay Campe, Catherine Johnson, and Christina Hainy. Ex-officio members present: Pastor Germain 
and Dara Bliesmer, Ass’t Treasurer. Robbin Celander, Larry Thompson, and Dave Adams were unable to  
attend. 

The Council met in Heritage Hall. The meeting was called to order by Moderator, Marilyn Forstrom.  Pastor 
Germain led in prayer. Minutes of the September 15 meeting were approved as printed. Motion M/S/C (Jane/
Abigail). 

Treasurer’s Report: Catherine presented the treasurer’s report. We have received $1000 from the HyVee   
program because of the efforts of Jim Bock! However, September’s giving across the board was down. There 
will be a budget building meeting on Tuesday, November 30th at 5:30PM for pizza/6PM meeting. This includes 
Church Council    members, Council Representatives from each board, Budget Representatives from each 
board, and Members-at-large: Deb Thate and Dave Mescke. Each board should have their proposed budget 
numbers to Catherine with details before the meeting. Motion to receive treasurer’s report was M/S/C (Jane/
Wendy). 

Finance/Business: Nothing decided at this meeting. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Cory presented the report for September and October highlights. He explained he will 
be at National Guard drills one Sunday/month in 2 out of the 3 months during each quarter. 

BOARD REPORTS: 

 Christian Education: Wendy shared that tonight is the movie/fun night for youth.  There will be a 
Trunk or Treat coming up on October 31st immediately after church. November 7th is Operation Christmas 
Child box-packing during Sunday school and December 5th will be gingerbread houses during Sunday School. 

 Hospitality:  Cathy reported that a COVID-friendly cookie walk is planned. They are selling only made
-up trays (2 sizes) and will take preorders until November 14th. 

 Facilities: A few projects are still planned for this fall. Materials for the shed have arrived. 

 Diaconate:  Sue reported that they are doing the Community Meal this month. They are working on 
deciding on a budget representative.  

Missions:  Kay reported that the Adopt a Highway programs is on hold because of no response from 
the    program. They will be providing the November Community meal. Jon Riggs is building the Free Little 
Pantry. They are thinking about a fundraiser for the Glows Parade on Friday, November 19th. 

 Worship: Marilyn reported that Acolyte training will be soon. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 Stewardship Drive:  Marilyn reported that letters at the end of September have been sent. Pledges can 
be sent by email or text this year as well as by returning pledge cards. 

 Nominating/Budget: Representatives were recorded by Jane. 

OLD BUSINESS:  Pastor Cory will update signs to strongly encourage all to wear masks inside the church. 
Jane will be writing thank you notes for gifts to the church. 

NEW BUSINESS: There was discussion on a possible Glows Parade float.  Boards should update Talent       
surveys. We are adding “What can the church do for you?” to survey and wanting to talk about the future of 
the church to members of all ages to brainstorm what attendance in the future 
looks like. 

Pastor Germain closed with a prayer, and the meeting was adjourned by Marilyn 
Forstrom. 

Respectfully submitted, Christina Hainy, Clerk 



Hy-Vee and Fareway Receipts Report as of 17 October 2021 
 
During the last five weeks $18,804.38 (12.54%) worth of Hy-Vee slips were turned in.    After 12 
weeks, Hy-Vee is at $53,695.8 (35.30%) toward the 14th $150,000 goal.   
 
During the same five weeks, $5,899.12 (3.93%) worth of Fareway slips were received.  After 41 
weeks, Fareway is at $52,128.57 (34.32) toward our 4th $150,000 goal.  
 
Thanks for bringing the slips into the Church, or mailing them to me or dropping them off at my 
house.  Even the very small amounts help.  This program started the first of March 2011, so any 
slips from then until now can be used.  Any Fairmont Fareway and Hy-Vee food store register slip 
can be used.  Even slips from Hy-Vee Gas, Coffee Shop, Food Service, and                          
Pharmacy help us toward the goal. 
 
Reported by; 
Jim Bock 

9:00 a.m., November 19th, is the December Newsletter submission deadline. 







Date Memory/Honor of Designation From 

"The essential fact of Christianity is that God thought all 

humanity worth the sacrifice of His Son." - William Barclay  

Sept 26 Brad & Vonnie Cone Anniversary  Margaret Weaver 

Oct 17 Memory of Lori Marushin Starfish Cindy & Jon Anderson 

Oct 17 Memory of Lori Marushin  Capital Larry & Carolyn Thompson 

Poinsettia Ordering 

You may be shocked to see poinsettias in 
the November Newsletter since we don’t 
usually order them until December.   But 
like so many other things, availability of 
the flowers is unsure and the store needed 
our order by Oct. 29.  So we ordered a    
variety of size and color in advance of our 
usual sale date late in November. 

You can purchase one of these to decorate 
the sanctuary during Advent in the 
memory or honor of someone you love.  
Just contact Marilyn Forstrom to choose 
the size and color you want. 

Marilyn 

mforstrom@gmail.com       
 
  or  612-308-0500 
 
The Worship Board 

mailto:mforstrom@gmail.com


Thank you Sherry Voyles for folding and sealing the   

October newsletters! 

See the full-color version of the newsletters on the 

church website:  http://www.fairmontucc.org/ 





Ingredients: 
1 c sugar 
1 c coconut 
1 stick margarine 
2 eggs 
1 tsp vanilla 
3 c cooked, mashed sweet potatoes 
 

 
 

 

Boil  potatoes whole then peel 
them (if using canned potatoes, 
drain well).  Mix all     
ingredients together and put in 
ovenproof casserole dish.   
Mix together: 
1 c brown sugar 
1 stick melted margarine 
1/2 c chopped pecans 

Many years ago my sister gifted me with a recipe book.  Among other tasty 
dishes, within its pages, was this recipe for Sweet Potato Casserole.  I have made 
it for many Thanksgiving dinners.  I hope you enjoy trying this dish!     ~ Ann 

Spread over sweet potatoes.             Bake 30 minutes in 350 degree oven. 

Sweet Potato Casserole 



Nov 5  Orel Barker  
  Jessica Bicknase 
Nov 7  Alyzae Prindle 
Nov 8  Tom Jorgensen 
Nov 9  Joy Pollock  
Nov 10    Conrad Zoeller 
Nov 11    Bob Cone 
  Tana Lasch 
Nov 13    Dalton Massey 

Nov 14    Hillary Forstrom Harrison 
Nov 15    Joe Christensen 
Nov 16    Steve Draper 
Nov 17    Tyler Grefe 
Nov 20    Vince Vaughn 
Nov 20    Reid Michael Cain 
Nov 23    Wanda Anderson 
   Lee Hanning 
   Reid Rosen   

Nov 25     Erica Thate 
Nov 26     Kate Hawkins   
Nov 27     Jodie Whitmore 
Nov 29     Ryan Meyer 
   Jeff Skog 
   Dakota Gilbertson 
Nov 30    Jenny Willard 
   Savannah Goerndt  

 

 Nov   3    David & Lisa Meschke    14 yrs 
 Nov 18    Gene & Barb Pitcher      43 yrs 
 Nov 21    Cory & Ellen Germain♥  23 yrs 
 Nov 23    Bill & Pat Cowing       65 yrs 
 Nov 29    Bill & Barb Bittman      46 yrs 
 Nov 29    Byron & Becky Phillips  52 yrs 


