                                                                       Church of the Divine Love
Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday
April 10, 2022      10:15 A.M.
Holy Eucharist, Rite II

The Liturgy of the Palms (in parish hall)
  see lectionary sheet insert
Processional Hymn #154 – All glory, laud and honor
  see song insert-verse one sung in procession to the church
TheWord of God			     
Opening Acclamation for Lent			      			page 355
Collect for Palm Sunday – lectionary sheet insert
First Lesson:  Isaiah 50:4-9a
                        Psalm 31:9-16
Second Reading:  Philippians 2:5-11
Gradual Hymn #474 – When I survey the wondrous cross
THE PASSION OF OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST
ACCORDING TO LUKE
   (the congregation may be seated until the verse which
    mentions the arrival at Golgatha)
Sermon – The Rev. Jean Lenord Quatorze
Prayers of the People, Form IV			       			page 388
The Peace          Welcome and Announcements
The Holy Communion
Offertory Hymn #164 – Alone thou goest forth
Doxology
The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B	      			page 367
Sanctus
The Lord’s Prayer					      			page 364
The Breaking of the Bread, Anthem & Prayer                   			page 337	
The Communion of the People
Communion Hymn #458 – My song is love unknown
Post Communion Prayer				      			page 365
Prayer for Peace – on insert
Prayer of St. Francis					      			page 833
Dismissal Hymn #168 – O sacred head, sore wounded
Dismissal

                                                               Sermon Palm Sunday April 10, 2022
Isaiah 50: 4-9a; Psalm 31: 9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 23: 1-49
Sisters and brothers in Christ,
As we do every year, we began this day by taking our place in the triumphal entry, singing our hosannas, and carrying our palms. The triumphal entry, palms, and hosannas have in many ways come to characterize this day and the beginning of Holy Week. That’s not, however, what I want to focus on today. Today I want to talk with you about a different entry into Holy Week. I want to talk about tears and weeping as our entry into Holy Week.
For some of you the mention of tears and weeping is enough to cause you to begin welling up with emotions, memories, and tears. Others of you begin stiffening up, fighting back the emotions, memories, and tears. Some of you have eyes that are dry and well defended from tears and weeping. Others of you have eyes that are dry because you’ve cried yourself dry. You’ve run out of tears even though the reasons for weeping remain. You probably didn’t come here today expecting or wanting to hear about tears and weeping. The experiences behind our tears and weeping are neither easy nor comfortable but then neither is the experience of Holy Week.
What does Luke say about tears and weeping? Nothing, if you read only today’s assigned portion of the gospel (Luke 19:28-40). That’s why I took the liberty of extending our first gospel reading to include verses 41-46. The very next verse after today’s assigned portion says, “As he came near and saw the city, he wept over it” (Luke 19: 41). Luke’s account of the gospel is the only one in which Jesus sees the city and weeps. Luke does not describe the usual triumphal entry that we are used to. What Luke describes might be more accurately called the tearful entry. If tears and weeping are Jesus’ entry into Holy Week maybe tears and weeping should be our entry into Holy Week. I’m not saying we are wrong to sing our hosannas and carry the palms but in the context of St. Luke’s gospel tears and weeping just seem to be a more authentic, meaningful, and faithful entry into Holy Week. It’s also a more vulnerable entry and vulnerability is always at the heart of Holy Week.
The tears and weeping, however, do not end at the city gates of Jerusalem. They flow through Luke’s account of the entry narrative (Luke 19:28-46) as well as the passion narrative (Luke 22:14-23:56). St. Luke records three episodes of weeping in today’s two gospel readings. First, As Jesus came near and saw the city, he wept over it. Jesus’ tears formed a river of love, compassion, and heartbreak flowing between him and the city. We know that city to be Jerusalem but it’s not about only a particular city. It’s more about a condition. It’s about our ignorance of the things that make for peace and blindness to the time of our visitation from God. So yes, it is Jerusalem but it’s also Ankara, the Ivory Coast, San Bernardino, Paris, Ukraine, Charleston, and a thousand other places of violence today. It’s about prejudice against the immigrant, promotion of income inequality, and the destructiveness of fear and hate based politics. It’s about our refusal to love our enemy and sometimes even our neighbor. Jesus sees it all and he weeps.
The second time Luke records weeping is concerning Peter. He denies Jesus three times, the cock crows and Luke tells us, Peter “went out and wept bitterly” (Luke 22:62). His tears are the recognition that he has seen the reality of his life. He has not only denied Jesus, but he has also denied himself. I’ve wept those kinds of tears and I’ll bet you have too. They are tears confessing that our life is not what we want it to be and that we are not who we want to be. They are the tears that tell us we are lost and the tears by which God calls us home, and the way home always goes through Holy Week. Thank God for bitter weeping. The final episode of weeping that Luke records is on the way of the cross. Among the crowd following Jesus were some women beating their breasts and wailing for Jesus. Jesus turned to these women and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for you children” (Luke 23:28). Jesus isn’t speaking to just a group of women. Through them he is speaking to the entire city and to us. The kind of weeping he implores is not grounded in self-pity or selfishness. Rather, it is weeping that recognizes and names our situation and assumes responsibility for it. It’s as if Jesus is saying, I have wept for you, now weep for yourselves that your tears and my tears may mingle and become one. It’s as if our eyes now weep with the tears of Jesus. That’s what it means to enter Holy Week through tears and weeping.
A tearful entry into Holy Week means we must first see and name the reality of our lives and world. We cannot turn away from the experiences and sources of our tears. This is our Holy Week work, and it is difficult and painful work. Some of us weep tears that are wet and run down the cheeks. Others of us weep tears that are dry and never moisten the eyes. Wet or dry, they are both real. Both express the same truth; our heart has been pierced. Jesus’ heart was pierced when he saw the city. Peter’s heart was pierced when the cock crowed. The women’s hearts were pierced first at the recognition of Jesus’ situation and then at the recognition of their own situation.
Sometimes our heart is pierced with sorrow, grief, and death. Sometimes it’s guilt, regret, or disappointment that pierces our heart. Other times our heart is pierced by the pain of the world and the suffering of another human being. Some hearts are pierced with the loss of what could’ve been, dreams that didn’t come true, wishes unfulfilled, or promises unkept. Other hearts are pierced by burdens and the weight of life. Fear, change, and the uncertainty of life pierce many hearts. Whatever it is and however it happens we’ve all had our hearts pierced. We’ve all wept.  Sometimes we want to pray for the pain of the world but there are no words, only tears. Some nights our heart is pierced by exhaustion, and we keep thinking about how soon tomorrow will arrive and how long the to do list is.
Those aren’t just our stories. They are my stories as well. I don’t think I am all that different from you. I think you know exactly what I am talking about. The facts or circumstances may be different, but the tears are shared. So, tell me about your tears; the ones you’ve cried and the ones you’ve denied, the ones that never seem to end and the ones you need to weep but just aren’t there, the ones that scare you and the ones you can’t explain and don’t understand. In what ways has your heart been pierced? What’s behind your tears and weeping? What makes you weep?
Whatever your tears and weeping may be about let them become your entry into Holy Week. To push back our tears or to wipe them away is to deny a part of ourselves the power of this Holy Week and the joy of Easter life. Let this Holy Week transform your tears into the holy waters of baptism, waters of cleansing and release, waters of forgiveness and healing, waters of rebirth and new life. Amen.

Masks optional with social distance seating

SUNDAY OF THE PASSION/PALM SUNDA		10:15 AM		
LITURGY OF THE PALMS		beginning in the parish hall with blessing
						of the Palms and procession to the church
		HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II	(also on zoom)
		COFFEE HOUR FOLLOWS
			
MONDAY					8:00 AM	   AA MEETING

WEDNESDAY					7:00 PM	   AL-ANON MEETING

MAUNDY THURSDAY				10AM-2PM  	  THRIFT SHOP
	   					6:00 PM	  MAUNDY THURSDAY LITURGY
								  STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 
	   					8:00 PM	  AA MEETING






GOOD FRIDAY					7:00 PM	  GOOD FRIDAY LITURGY
	  	COMMUNION FROM THE RESERVED SACRAMENT

HOLY SATURDAY/EASTER EVE  			10AM-2PM	  THRIFT SHOP
	   					7:00 PM	  THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER

THE FEAST OF THE RESURRECTION/EASTER DAY  10:15 AM	  
HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 	(also on zoom)						COFFEE HOUR FOLLOWS
 
 SUPPORT THE FOOD DRIVE – DROP OFF IN THE KITCHEN


            PARISH PRAYER LIST
Give to all who suffer the refreshing waters of your compassion and healing. Make them dwell in the safety of your care even in the midst of all that troubles them. Especially we remember before you:

Carol K.      				Harriet Capers  			Bob Curley
Julia       		   		Arlene Goodenough		Celeste
Chris Dickson			Kate Jones				Grace Schinella
Michael Echevarria		John Rocco				Robert Sweat
Martinisi Family			Michael & Family			Warren




Charlotte H.				Bernie Walther			Sylvia
Mo (Rachael)			Bill Conklin Sr.			Laura
Anthony Paribello			Barbara Curran			Taylor
Ciara		      			Gabriel				Aidan
Elodie					Del					Dorothy
People of Haiti			Chrissy Neville   			Tim
Theresa K.				People of Ukraine			Amy E.
Nathan Treadwell			Christopher & Family					  
            
Help us to speak words of encouragement and offer deeds of kindness to them. Bring us with them, into the unending joy of your kingdom.  Amen

The departed:  John Loubengeiger

Prayer before Worship
Almighty God, who pours out on all who desire it, the 
spirit of grace. Deliver us, when we draw near to you,
from coldness of heart and wanderings of mind, that 
with steadfast thoughts and kindled affections we may
worship you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.   Amen.




Hymn to be sung during the consecration:
Father I adore you,
Lay my life before you,
How I love you.

Repeat twice with second verse starting with Jesus
and third verse starting with Spirit.


Prayer for Peace
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn
but the sword of righteousness, no strength known but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that
all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the Prince 
of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominions
and glory, now and for ever.   Amen





   



  

   







	





				
			
				
		
		
			 
				
			


              
              

  


