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HAPPY
INDEPENDENCE 

DAY !!

July 2021
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   The REACTer (ISSN 1055-9167) 
is the official publication of 
REACT International, Inc., a 

non-profit public service 
corporation.

©2021 REACT International, Inc.
All Rights Reserved, print or 

electronic. 

Will I t Be YOU?
Editor

DEADLINE: 15th of the Month 
prior to publication(i.e: July 15th 

for August issue, etc)

REACT International, Inc.
Post Office Box 21064,

Glendale, CA 91221-5164
1-866-732-2899 (US Only)

1-301-316-2900 (International)

Your article and photo 
submissions are vital to our 

success! Articles, high resolution 
photos and inquiries about 

advertising in The REACTer can 
be emailed to: 

editor@theREACTer.com

The REACTer magazine is 
available and open to all interested 
persons at: www.thereacter.com

REACT Teams and Councils may 
reproduce articles and information 

from The REACTer with 
appropriate sourcing and credit.

 Opinions expressed in The 
REACTer are those of the authors 

and, unless specified, do not 
necessarily ref lect those of REACT 

International, Inc.

 Unless otherwise specified, 
photos are from the REACT Team 

featured in the accompanying 
article or from REACT 

International

A Word About the
Editor 's Posit ion

REACT International is STILL looking for  a new Editor  for  The REACTer !
This position offers a nominal salary, which will be determined at the time of hire. 
The successful candidate will have excellent writing skills, the ability to collect information 
and news, particularly Team News, for the magazine, and be able to work either with Adobe 
InDesign, Adobe Pagemaker or LucidPress, which is the current program being used. Past 
Editor Will Stanley has informed us he will make the program available if desired.
The REACTer is the primary communications tool between the members and REACT 
International and so plays a very important part in the organization. The new Editor will have 
complete control on what the magazine looks like while working with REACT President John 
Capodanno on content.
Do YOU have what it takes? We KNOW there has to be someone out there who is qualified! 
Step up and let's hear from you. Make a difference!
Contact REACT International at 301-316-2900 or  email at RI .HQ@REACTIntl.org.
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BOARD of DIRECTORS

REGION 5
Currently
Vacant

REGION 1
 Warren Deitz

New York
W.Deitz@REACTIntl.org

REGION 2
Currently
Vacant

REGION 4
Matthew Vizzuso

Ohio
M. Vizzuso@REACTIntl.org

M

REGION 6
Tom Jenkins,

Idaho
T.Jenkins@REACTIntl.org

REGION 7
Jerry Jones

Texas
J.Jones@REACTIntl.org

REGION 8
John Capodanno,

California
J.Capodanno@REACTIntl.org

REGION 9
Robby Goswami

All Areas Outside US
 R.Goswami@REACTIntl.org

John Capodanno
President
California

Tom Jenkins
Executive VP

Idaho

William Stanley
Secretary

North Carolina

Russ Dunn
Treasurer

Idaho

REGION 3
Joseph Zych

Tennessee
J.Zych@REACTIntl.org

REACT International, Inc.,
Officers

REACT International, Inc.,
Officers
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DIRECTORS ELECTIONS
RESULTS

Elections were held with March 15 the deadline for getting candidate nominations in. They were counted in 
June and the results are in. Regions 1, 4 and 7 were up for election. This year saw a new face up for considera-
tion. Mr. Riley Frazee from Colorado. Nice to see new people getting interested! He didn't win this time, but 
there's always next time and you never know!

And the winners are....

Region One

Warren Deitz. Warren has been the Region One Director in the past and has a strong belief in 
the REACT Organization. He plans to represent all of the Teams in his region and work closely 
with the Board at REACT International.

He is a Life Member and has been a member of REACT for 45 years.

Region Four

Matthew Vizzuso. Matthew states he "can bring a younger perspective to the Board of Direc-
tors."  He plans to re-visit multiple Teams during his term and wants to get to know REACT and 
all people involved, to listen to complaints and assist Teams through. He wants to help this or-
ganization grow into what it?s meant to do.

Region Seven

Jerry Jones. Jerry has been Region Seven Director since 2016. He is Life member (601) and 
current President and Director of Dallas County REACT, Team C622. He states he will continue 
to represent Region 7 at all RI meetings and make himself available to support and provide 
needed resource to his Teams.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!
In 2022, Regions 2,5 and 8 will be up for election. If you want to run, get prepared NOW!
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Dutchess-Putnam County REACT
New York
Submitted by Joseph Namer

Putnam County REACT, team #3938 in Putnam 
County N.Y. is proud to announce the arrival of 
our new field operations vehicle, the ?Fieldcom?. 

This new vehicle will greatly enhance our team?s 
ability to respond to any situation along with 
other emergency service providers in Putnam 
County N.Y.

The vehicle is a Chevrolet Step Van which was 
previously owned by the Putnam County OHIO 
Fire Department.

The vehicle came already outfitted with emer-
gency lighting and scene-lights and we have had 
the vehicle exterior re- painted with our team 
name and logos.

The interior has been gutted and we will soon be-

gin customizing the interior to meet our needs. 
Step 1, wiring for our radios, has already been 
completed along with running the required an-
tenna lines.

We have an agreement with Putnam County, N.Y. 
We have provided the vehicle and they now offi-
cially own the unit. It has county official license 
plates, and it is covered by the county insurance. 
When the interior is completed, we will be able to 
handle dispatch duties for the Sherriff?s depart-
ment in addition to 
our own members.

We are anxiously 
looking forward to 
working with this 
new tool to enhance 
the safety of our 
community.
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Southern MN Alber t Lea REACT
Minnesota
Submitted By Leland Johnson

SOUTHERN MN ALBERT LEA REACT Team pro-
vided snack packs and cold water to travelers at the MN 
rest area located at the 1 mile marker northbound on I-
35. 

We started on Saturday July 3rd at 7am until 9pm and 
then the same time on Sunday July 4th. Monday July 5th 
7am to 6pm. We averaged 20 people each day.. Sunday 
was very windy. 

We also passed out MN Operation Lifesaver information, 
Remember: ANYTIME IS TRAIN TIME AT RAIL-
ROAD CROSSINGS.

Our goal is to get travelers to stop, 
stretch their legs and wake up to 
continue traveling safely. Before 
Covid- 19 , Albert Lea REACT Team 
served coffee, cold drinks and 
snacks. We gave out information on 
REACT and MN Operation Life-
saver. Hopefully we will be inside 
next year. An elderly lady walked to 
our stand. I knew what she needed, a 
cold bottle of water. I helped her 
back to her vehicle for her husband. 

She was very thankful.

A deed very well done.

REACT provides Safety 
through Communica-
tions. Thank You to our 
REACT members for 
volunteering and 
Thank you Leland 
Johnson, Secretary and 
Co- Chair person with 
Betty Anderson, Treasurer for our safety break!

(Ed. Note - see the Operation:Lifesaver article next page)

Cleveland County REACT
North Carolina
Submitted by Jay Flora

CCR had a good time helping the Shelby Police Depart-
ment at the 2021 July 4th Celebration. 

It was a very good fire-
works show. It was 
packed! After it was over, 
the traffic was really bad 
as happens at events like 
this. (Photo of fireworks courtesy 
of Shelby Star ©2021Shelby Star)

SPD posted me on West Sumter St at Springdale St to 
help in traffic f low. We had the area cleared in good 
time.

Barrie Poole-Adams (R17) by Chief Flora's patrol car

SPD Lt. Flowers (far right), Sgt. S Porter (far left) Sgt. Gabe McKinney 
(next to Flowers) and two officers preparing for the event.
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What I S Operation: L ifesaver?
Randy Schulz

Operation Lifesaver Authorized Volunteer

In 1972, a Union Pacific employee working with the sup-
port of many Idaho Communities to establish a State wide 
Operation Lifesaver program. The 1st year accidents 
dropped by 39%. Encouraged by the results, the UP helped 
Nebraska start a state wide program in 1973. That year the 
number of collisions was reduced by 46%. I am happy to 
report, as of today, we have seen an 82% Decline since 
1972 with a high of roughly 12,000 annual incidents to ap-
proximately 2,200 incidents in 2019. Most of what we talk 
about are things that people have just started taking for 
granted and don?t always think 
about or pay attention when 
crossing tracks. Operation 
Lifesaver program is also in 
other countries helping to re-
duce their accidents.

We talk about the 3 E?s which 
are: Education, Engineering 
and Enforcement at Railroad 
crossings.

Education ? Operation Life-
saver educates the public of all 
ages about grade crossing and 
pedestrian safety. We hope 
people will share what they 
learn so there will be less acci-
dents/incidents at railroad 
crossings.

Engineering- is responsible for keeping the crossings as 
safe as possible and making improvements where needed.

Enforcement ? Operation Lifesaver encourages an active 
enforcement effort. If existing laws governing crossings are 
not enforced, they will be ignored or broken. Collisions 
will continue to happen.

We talk to people of all ages, using age-appropriate infor-
mation and materials. You are never too young to help 
spread the word. When I first started, I talked to some pre-
school children and when their bus driver got to the cross-
ing, they were so quiet she put the bus in park and put the 
break on and ask the children what was going on. They told 
her about what we talked about and by the end of the next 
week I was talking to her and other school bus drivers. We 
have presentation for everyone from drivers like you, truck 
drivers, bus drivers, student

drivers, emergency responders, police officers and pedes-
trians. Something for everyone no matter what you drive or 
how old you are.

Young children like the preschoolers and elementary age 

absorb the knowledge and repeat it to others, parents, 
grandparents, etc. I am still greeted at local stores, events 
and schools as ??The Train Man??. Some young children, 
some teenagers, adults and often parents that tell, about 
their child and the impact this program made on them and 
their families.

In America, a person or vehicle is hit by a train roughly 
every 3 hours and that is a reality we are committed to 
change, by talking to people about what they do at Railroad 
crossing, around tracks and railroad property. Trespassing 

is covered in our talks to re-
mind us that tracks and bridges 
are railroad private property. 
2/3 of collisions happen in 
daylight hours and ¼ (25%) of 
collisions is where the car runs 
into the train. Half (50%) of 
collisions happen at crossings 
with automatic warning de-
vices. Most fatalities occur 
within 25 miles of the driver?s 
home with the train moving 35 
mph or less, the driver being 30 
years old on average. Trains 
have the right- of- way. When 
you been crossing the tracks 
and have not seen a train in a 
while; you still need to stop; as 
train schedules change all the 

time. You can not be replaced. Always take the safe way. At 
a crossing that is blocked for a long time, never should 
pedestrians cross between the train cars, because train cars 
can move without warning. You can reschedule a doctor?s 
appointment or explain why you are late to school. You 
cannot be replaced. Placing items on tracks can become a 
maiming or deadly reaction for individuals, derailment can 
also result from this action. ?Look- Listen- Live? is also a 
slogan to remind all of us to be aware around railroad 
tracks and crossings. It can take over a mile (5280 feet) to 
stop for a train to stop traveling at 55 MPH.

We used to be known as Operation Lifesaver presenter?s a 
few years back we were changed to: Operation Lifesaver 
Authorized Volunteer. (OLAV). We have volunteers in 
every walk of life, from railroad workers to police officers, 
minister and teachers. If you would like to help, make your 
community safer, along with more information about Oper-
ation Lifesaver, just contact your state?s Coordinator. There 
is a place on the site to fill out the form to become a 
prospective volunteer by using the on-line OLAV applica-
tion. This can be found on the Operation Lifesaver site. 
Oli.org
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May 5th 
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Los Angeles California 2021

Cody Walker, above, poses for a 
picture for a fan at the 2021 Fuel 
Fest in Los Angeles on Father's 
Day weekend.

Hundred of cars were on display, 
and there were events and pre-
sentations for all including drag 
racing and live music.

Cody is the brother of the late 
Paul Walker, who starred in the 
Fast and Furious movies and 
who founded Reach Out World 
Wide. Fuel Fest funds ROWW's 
teams of disaster and medical 
professionals who respond 
wherever disaster strikes in the 
world.  LA County REACT as-
sists Fuel Fest and ROWW with 
their events and deployments.

Ryan Reid, Los Angeles County 
REACT

The Fuel Fest crew. Among them, Felicia Walker (3rd from left), Cody Walker (cen-
ter with hat) Matt Misetich and Ray Lum, Los Angeles County REACT (on the far 
right end). Some photos ©2021 FuelFest
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Stay Cool this Summer
As you begin to plan your summer activities and vacations, don?t forget to plan for extreme heat. 
Extreme heat events are expected to become more common, severe and longer-lasting in the United 
States. Extreme heat events are a long period of time (2-3 days) of high heat and humidity with 
temperatures above 90 degrees.
Heat can be a killer. The combination of hot weather and high humidity can cause heat-related ill-
nesses to set in, which may lead to death. Those who are at highest risk of heat-related illness in-

clude people aged 65 and older, children younger 
than two, people who are pregnant, and people 
with chronic diseases or mental illness. During 
extreme heat events, make sure to connect with 
family members, friends and neighbors and re-
mind them to take protective actions. The Na-
tional Weather Service recommends the follow-
ing tips:
- Hydrate. Whether you feel thirsty or not, drink 
plenty of water to avoid becoming dehydrated, 
especially when you're working or exercising 

outside.
- Educate yourself. Keep up with the latest temperature and heat index forecasts and current 
readings (take actions to stay cool and safe when the temperatures hit 85 degrees or the heat index 
hits 90 degrees). Know the warning signs of a heat illness, and how you can stay cool.
- Act quickly when a heat illness is suspected. Seek medical attention immediately for any of 
these warning signs: cramping, rapid pulse, heavy sweating, hot red skin, dizziness, confusion, 
nausea, vomiting.
- Take it easy. Anyone working or exercising outdoors should avoid overexertion, especially 
between the hours of 11 am and 6 pm. Take hourly breaks in the shade or in air conditioning.
The best time to prepare for an extreme heat event is now. The Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) suggest checking your household 
fans, air conditioners and other cooling equipment each spring to make sure they are in good 
working order. They recommend taking other mitigation steps in your home, like planting trees in 
strategic locations, installing a cool roof and using cool paving materials in your driveway.
Stay informed! Look up the location of your nearest cooling center, which are buildings (e.g., li-
braries, shelters, community buildings) with air conditioning that are designated as a safe location 
during extreme heat events. Check the weather before heading outside and sign up for heat alerts. 
In fact, you can download the FEMA App to receive real- time alerts from the National Weather 
Service. Visit Ready.gov for more tips and to learn more about extreme heat.

BEA T
t h e

h ea t
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Additional Resources:

Social Media Resources for your Team Social Media Accounts:

Twitter:

On average, extreme heat has killed more people in the last 10 years than any other weather phenomena. Remem-
ber these tips for staying safe in extreme heat: @REACTINTL #REACT #your community

Facebook:

Hydrate. Whether you feel thirsty or not, drink plenty of water to avoid becoming dehydrated, especially when 
you're working or exercising outside.

Educate yourself. Keep up with the latest temperature and heat index forecasts and current readings (take actions to 
stay cool and safe when the temperatures hits 85 degrees or the heat index hits 90 degrees). Know the warning 
signs of a heat illness, and how you can stay cool.

Act quickly when a heat illness is suspected. Seek medical attention immediately for any of these warning signs: 
cramping, rapid pulse, heavy sweating, hot red skin, dizziness, confusion, nausea, vomiting.

Take it easy. Anyone working or exercising outdoors should avoid overexertion, especially between the hours of 11 
am and 6 pm. Take hourly breaks in the shade or in air conditioning.

Social Media Infographics:

Extreme Heat What You Can Do To Prepare Heat Safety Tips and Resources

https:// tinyurl.com/ph4r2bzm https://www.weather.gov/safety/heat

Extreme Heat

https://www.ready.gov/heat

®
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Saturday Zello Net @ 9 p.m. AST (9 p.m. EST 
during Daylight Savings Time, otherwise 8 p.m. 

EST) on REACT MEMBERS CHANNEL 

Download the Zello Walkie-Talkie app for  your  platform.
Create an account with a username (i.e: a call sign) and
password, then add the REACT MEMBERS channel.

Press the Push-to-Talk button to transmit.

VOLUNTEER TO BE A
NET OPERATOR!

REACT INTERNATIONAL
WORLDWIDE
ZELLO NET

Please join us every Saturday night at 9 pm EST
(8 pm during Daylight Savings Time) on the 

REACT MEMBERS
Zello Channel

All Communicators Are Welcome!
NO LICENSE REQUIRED

use your Internet connected computer or smart phone.
The Zello app is available for download from http://www.zello.com

®
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Contact NETS@REACTIntl.org
for  information on how to

get on the net.

®

®

®
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JULY 2021

1............................................................REACTer Published
3................................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
4....................................................Independence Day (US)
6............................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
10..............................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
13..........................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
15..........................................Deadline for August REACTer
17...............................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m.ET) 
20..........................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
24..............................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
27..........................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
31..............................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
AUGUST 2021

1............................................................REACTer Published
3 ...........................REACT World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
7................................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
10..........................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
14..............................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
15..................................Deadline for September  REACTer
17..........................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
21..............................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
24..........................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
28..............................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
31..........................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)

SEPTEMBER 2021

1............................................................REACTer Published
4................................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
6.................................................................Labor  Day (US)
7............................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
11..............................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
14..........................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
15........................................Deadline for October REACTer
18...............................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m.ET) 
21..........................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
25.............................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
28..........................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)

OCTOBER 2021

1............................................................REACTer Published
2................................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
5 ...........................REACT World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
9...............................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
12..........................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
15....................................Deadline for November REACTer
16..............................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
19..........................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
23..............................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
26..........................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
30..............................Zello World Wide Net (8:00 p.m. ET)
31.........................................................................Halloween

NOVEMBER 2021

1 ...........................................................REACTer Published
2 ..........................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
6 ...............................Zello World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
9 ..........................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
11 .........................................................Veteran's Day (US)
13 ..............................Zello World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET
15....................................Deadline for December REACTer
16 ........................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
20 ..............................Zello World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET
23 ........................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
25 .................................................Thanksgiving Day (US)
27 ..............................Zello World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET
30 ........................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)

DECEMBER 2021

1................................................;..........REACTer Published
4 ...............................Zello World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
7 ..........................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
7 ...................................Pearl Harbor  Remembrance Day
11 ..............................Zello World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET
14 ........................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
18 ..............................Zello World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET
21 ........................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
24 ................................................................Chr istmas Eve
25 ................................................................Chr istmas Day
25 ..............................Zello World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET
26 ........................REACT World Wide Net (9:00 p.m. ET)
31 ...............................................................New Year 's Eve

To add items to this calendar, contact:
 REACT International: 301-316-2900 (Inter-Office Phone: Ext 114)

email: editor@thereacter.com
Items on the calendar are as accurate as we can make them but are subject to change.

Any questions ... contact the person in charge of the event
Most National/International Holidays are now in the calendar. They are in BOLD PRINT

REACT International Events Calendar
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