PARISH COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY
Monday, February 19, 2018
7:00 – 8:10 PM

Parish Hall

Present: Fr. Clement, Fr. Paul, Tita Gontang, Deacon Axel, Lynn Amaty, Jean Edwards, Tonie Holodick,
Tony Terracciano, Matt Zoller, Claudia Alcantara, Joe Lynch, Fred Silva
Absent: Deacon Jim, Debbie Depta
Excused: Barbara Reed, Jessica Selba, Joe Woodhead
Opening Prayer:
Minutes for January meeting:

Jean Edwards
Approved as revised to include revised SVdP report. Jean requested
that future Ministry reports be given in writing for the Secretary to
attach to the meeting summary.

PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE:
Fr. Clement
 New Budget: Time for ministries to submit new budgets; cut off is June.
 New carpet: A second collection will be held Feb 24/25 for new carpeting in the church and
sacristies. Estimated cost is $12K. Online giving will be set up for this. In the meantime, Fr. said
that he is working with members from the Hispanic community who are experts in laying carpets.
They will charge us the minimum labor cost for the work and the Church will directly purchase
material from the vendors.
 Pastoral Care Issues: At the Feb meeting of Pastoral Care, Fr. Clement reported that recent suits
had been filed against priests/ministers by families who felt a patient was being mistreated during
visits to the sick, like forcing a host in the patient’s mouth against their consent. While the suits
were not upheld, Fr. Clement reminded the EMs they represent the pastor in their ministry and
must be careful to never push our services on anyone; it is also helpful if family/friends are present
when we conduct our ministry or priests do their Anointings. Nanticoke Memorial has recently
trained the EMs which have furthered highlighted the sensitivity of dealing with patients.
 New Building Plans: Fr. Clement reviewed the actions to date, including the receipt of the
Diocese’s approval for us to start our fund raising campaign for the office and improved
accessibility (they were not in favor of building the priests’ residence on the campus at this time).
While some parishioners would have us re-draft our plans which would cost us about $20K, Fr. said
the best action for the parish is to proceed with the current vision; this planning process has
already been 20 months and rehashing is not useful. As we progress with capital campaign the
financial capability of our parish will become clearer and adjustments to the plan could be made
then.
In follow up to last month’s meeting and the statement that the Redemptorists might be leaving,
Fr. Clement said that the Diocese and the Redemptorists will do what is best for the parish with the
limited resources we have. Further, he also clarified what people mean when they make a
distinction between a diocesan parish and parishes run by priests from a religious order.
Moving forward, Fr. noted:
o the old building fund envelopes have been discontinued;
o online giving will be revised to include the new building campaign;
o A question was asked about continuing to use the prayer which was written including the
priest’s residence. Father said that the diocese is not in favor of having the residence

attached to the offices but is not against building a residence at the opportune time.
Therefore there is no harm in continuing to use the same prayer.
OLD BUSINESS
 Joe Lynch reported that there was not enough time to do a Shrove Pancake Dinner for this year.
The Committee will plan for 2019. IHOP was contacted and will be interested in doing something
with us then.
 Chit-Chat has lessened and the Rosary is now being recited before the Saturday 5 PM Mass. The
individual who complained sent a TY to Tita about the improvement. No further notices will be
needed in the bulletin for now. Procedurally, Fr. Clement reminded the Council that the parish
council is advisory in nature and therefore any action on a decision has to be ratified by the
PASTOR. The suggestions made at the January meeting should have been deferred until Fr.
Clement returned since he is ultimately responsible
 Lockdown Protocol for Religious Ed: This was deferred to March meeting for Debbie’s report.
 Nominating Committee Report: Matt and his committee have discussed the process; first action is
to make presentation to the congregation at every Mass about the Council and its upcoming
elections; Mar 3/4 weekend was selected. The following members offered to do the presentations.
o Fred – 5
o Tita – 7
o Matt – 8:30
o Joe – 11
o Claudia – 1
 Wi-Fi in hall; issue has been resolved. No action needed.
 Calendar meeting: Lynn has heard from a number of ministries about their events for 2018 and
does not feel a meeting is needed. The Council committee does need to review the Ministry
Presentation calendar for 2018.
NEW BUSINESS
 Community Lenten service/luncheon – OLOL hosting March 21; Tita and Tonie offered to bring
something.
UPCOMING PARISH AND MINISTRY EVENTS:
 Fish Dinners every Friday during Lent – Knights
 Stations of the Cross every Friday at 7 pm
o February 23 – Squires
o March 2 – Choir
o March 9 – Pastoral Care/SVdP
o March 16 – Parish Council – Tonie Holodick has agreed to coordinate our participation.
o March 23 – Youth Ministry
Next Meeting:

Monday, March 19, 2018

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM after a closing prayer by Fr. Clement
Respectfully submitted:
Jean Edwards, Secretary

2/22/2018

