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April 16, 2020 

First Quarter 2020 Report to the Members of System Council 16 – IBEW 

Dear Members, 

I will start by saying that my tenure as General Chairman started with a bang. As Mark 
Klecka began his transition into retirement, I took over with National Negotiations 
starting up, current bargaining on three independent railroads in progress and Section 6 
Notices coming due on a fourth.  In March, COVID-19 struck and all the above came to 
a sudden halt. The virus has consumed much of our time as we try to stay abreast of 
the everchanging policies of the Carriers as directed by the CDC so we can answer 
Member’s questions.  As you will read, much of this report will be directly attributed to 
COVID-19. 

National Negotiations: 

The first round was held in Washington DC on February 26-27, 2020.  This meeting was 
mostly formalities and presentations with no offers or proposals.  Later meetings up to 
this writing have been cancelled and future meetings are in limbo due to travel and 
gathering restrictions due to COVID-19. 

Paducah and Louisville: 

I’m sad to inform you that the P&L furloughed 50% of it’s workforce this month.  This 
included 3 of our Brothers. 

Canadian Pacific: 

Jeff Burk, Charles Kretchman and I attended the second round of bargaining in 
Minneapolis on March 10, 2020.  The CP was to be prepared to make a proposal but 
due to the sharp decline in their stock prices on the previous day, were unable to offer 
anything.  All future negotiations are on hold due to COVID-19. 
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NICTD: 

There have been no changes in negotiations.  NICTD, a passenger rail, has realized a 
greater than 90% drop in passengers due to COVID-19 

BELT: 

According to a recent conference call, traffic volumes are good, and COVID-19 has had 
little effect on the Property. 

BNSF: 

As of April 1, 2020, 28 members have been impacted directly by COVID-19 through 
symptoms or quarantine.  BNSF is the only property that has reported craft specific 
impacts.  Business has continued to decline and as of April 15, 2020 BNSF has placed 
48,000 freight cars in storage status.  On a good note, Mechanical is cancelling some of 
the locomotive work that it contracted out and is moving this work back to the shops. 

CN: 

At many locations, CN is taking employees temperatures and asking health questions 
prior to allowing them on property.  As CN typically operates, the process was put in 
place before any information was put out to the membership. 

LS&I: 

Section Six Notices were served on April 1, 2020.  The conference was waived and we 
agreed to schedule negotiations after travel restrictions due to COVID-19 are lifted. 

GARY: 

There have been some informal contract negotiations which haven’t resulted in 
anything.  They seem to revolve around an interim general wage increase until National 
Negotiations are settled, then moving to direct negotiations.  

MRL: 

No news to report. 

Evansville and Western: 

No news to report. 
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Railroad Retirement Board: 

Recently, we sent out communications concerning COVID-19 and 
unemployment/sickness benefits.  As you are aware, the recently passed CARE Act 
granted railroad employees an additional $1,200 pay increase, per pay half, if you are 
unemployed.  According to the RRB, this only applies if you are furloughed.  Anyone 
being quarantined for possible contact or experiencing symptoms will be placed on sick 
benefits.  

The one week waiting period for unemployment and sickness has been waived. 

National Health and Welfare: 

The deadline for the Spouse Audit has been extended until June 30, 2020.  There are 
still members who haven’t responded or submitted incorrect documentation.  We have 
sent out ample correspondence about this and it is imperative that our members 
comply.   

I hope that you all stay safe and healthy through all of this and I look forward to getting 
out and visiting with the Membership after all this is over. It is an honor to serve as your 
General Chairman. 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Allred 
General Chairman 

Attachments:  Financial and Travel Reports 
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Mark Klecka’s Travel First Quarter 2020: 
 
January 20—24, 2020 – Fort Worth, TX – BNSF Meetings 
 
January 26—28, 2020 – Overland Park, KS – General Chairman Meeting 
 
February 23—24, 2020 – Chicago, IL - ORD Pick up and Local 757 Meeting 
 
February 25—26, 2020 – Michigan City, IN – NICTD Negotiations – Local 2355 Meeting 
 

 
Jeff Allred’s Travel First Quarter 2020: 

 
January 13—17, 2020 – Minneapolis, MN - Local 506 Meeting – CP Negotiations 
 
January 20—24, 2020 – Fort Worth, TX – BNSF Labor Relations Meeting 
 
January 26—30, 2020 – Kansas City, KS – BNSF Mechanical General Chairman 

Meeting – BNSF Trainer Meeting 
 

February 7—9, 2020 – Hollywood, FL – IBEW General Chairman Meeting – Railroad  
Coordinating Council Meeting 

 
February 24—28, 2020 – Michigan City, IN and Chicago, IL – Locals 757 and 2355  

Meetings – NICTD Negotiations 
 
March 9—11, 2020 – Minneapolis, MN – CP Negotiations 
 

 
Darrell Patterson’s Travel First Quarter 2020: 

 
January 9, 2020 – Roeland Park, KS – Local 866 Meeting 
 
January 27, 2020 – Overland Park, KS – BNSF GCA Meeting 
 
January 28—30, 2020 – Riverside, MO – BNSF LAT & Trainer Meetings 
 
February 10—11, 2020 – Fort Worth, TX – BNSF Engineering SACP Meeting 
 
February 13, 2020 – Roeland Park, KS – Local 866 Meeting 
 
March 12, 2020 – Roeland Park, KS - Local 866 Multi-Shift Meeting 
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Jeff Burk’s Travel First Quarter 2020: 
 

January 13—17, 2020 – Minneapolis, MN – CP Negotiations – Setup Amanda’s computer 
 
January 20—24, 2020 – Fort Worth, TX – BNSF Meetings with  

Labor Relations/Telecom/Mechanical 
 
January 26—27, 2020 – Overland Park, KS – BNSF GCA Meeting 
 
January 28—30, 2020 – Riverside, MO – BNSF LAT/Craft Trainer Meeting 
 
February 25—28, 2020 – Washington, DC – National Negotiations 
 
March 9—11, 2020 – Minneapolis, MN – CP Negotiations 
 

 
Brad Carothers’ Travel First Quarter 2020: 

 
January 26—28, 2020 – Kansas City, KS - GCA Meeting 



SYSTEM COUNCIL 16, IBEW

FINANCIAL REPORT - 1st QUARTER 2020

BALANCE

$97,498.35

$208,017.63

$219,746.88

$104,999.71

$100,000.00

$107,981.27

$13,129.67

$200,000.00

$1,051,373.51

$127.77

$5.00

$97,263.21

MISC. INCOME

CKECKBOOK ENDING BALANCE - MIDCOUNTRY BANK $215,891.13

$1,364,660.62

Bank of America

SFC Bank

Unity One Credit Union

TOTAL - ALL ACCOUNTS

Freedom Bank of MO

GENERAL FUND (SAVINGS ACCOUNTS)

SAVINGS CERTIFICATE STATEMENT:

CONVENTION FUND (CHECKING ACCOUNT)

Unity One Credit Union CD 2

Mid Country

Old Missouri Bank

Freedom Bank of MO

Unity One Credit Union CD 1

Guaranty Bank CD 1

Guaranty Bank CD 2

TOTAL SAVINGS CERTIFICATES
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SYSTEM COUNCIL 16, IBEW

FINANCIAL REPORT - 1st QUARTER 2020

L.U. January February March

152 $2,752.40 $0.00 $5,813.75

366 $0.00 $0.00 $5,652.30

418 $5,166.75 $5,184.75 $5,162.75

452 $2,653.75 $2,659.50 $2,708.75

506 $0.00 $0.00 $11,990.80

533 $5,750.75 $0.00 $11,428.50

547 $7,329.80 $0.00 $0.00

708 $870.30 $0.00 $821.95

757 $7,494.25 $0.00 $0.00

778 $0.00 $0.00 $8,454.50

783 $2,121.95 $6,178.00 $2,506.50

866 $14,330.25 $14,479.50 $14,578.00

881 $4,351.50 $4,522.40 $4,458.05

886 $0.00 $1,920.75 $2,009.00

906 $241.75 $241.75 $248.75

946 $2,509.00 $2,571.00 $2,406.25

959 $19,290.25 $0.00 $19,447.75

1022 $0.00 $0.00 $7,289.00

1023 $9,505.25 $0.00 $19,667.75

1146 $1,692.25 $1,643.90 $1,643.90

1155 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

PER CAPITA TAX RECEIPTS:
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FINANCIAL REPORT - 1st QUARTER 2020

L.U. January February March

1199 $1,688.75 $1,922.75 $1,768.00

1517 $6,803.50 $0.00 $6,476.50

1559 $3,232.75 $0.00 $1,160.40

1769 $0.00 $6,430.55 $2,949.35

1856 $3,522.25 $3,596.25 $3,524.25

2355 $2,600.20 $2,610.25 $2,656.50

TOTAL $103,907.65 $53,961.35 $144,823.25

NOTE:

PER CAPITA TAX RECEIPTS:

$46.25 Per Capita Tax + $2.00 deposited to S.C. Convention Fund + $1.00 to 

Railroad Legal Fund (RRCC) = $49.25
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