A few weeks ago, 


we discussed ways to be King of the mountain.  



There was the working longer and harder, 




hoping for more pay, 




while undercutting the value of others work.  



Then there was climbing over everyone, 




using them as a foot hold on your way to the top.  

We hear this climbing over others fully laid out 


in our text today with the Zebedee's mother.  

To both of these ways, 


Jesus gives a third way to get to the top of the mountain. 



The Jesus way, 




through grace and service.

In the course of making the service point, 


Jesus brings in a reality check for us.  



Do we really desire to be on top of the mountain that he is going to?  

The disciples are again 


suffering from only hearing what they want to hear from Jesus.  



Just as still happens today.  


Jesus said the words “Kingdom” 


and “first” in that Kingdom, 



and the disciples heard only that, 


while blocking out the “must become last” 


and the “betrayed, crucified, and resurrection.”  

Why is the Jesus way so hard to accept?

We don't like to confront it in the church.  


We prefer the prosperity gospel.


We prefer the humanistic teachings of be good people.


We desire the forgive when convenient and people have paid their debt.  



But none of these are what the gospels clearly declare. 


Jesus' disciples did not want to take what Jesus was offering.  



He was offering the chance to serve each other and the world.  



We were wanting to be like those in power in the world, 




where we Lord it over them 




and use our authority to remind each other why we are in charge.  


But Jesus isn't offering that.

What Jesus offers is enough, 


it's just not what we think it is. 

Even if we understand that it is service. 


James and John face two different lives according to scripture.  



In Acts 12:2, 




we hear that James is put to death by Herod.  




He is killed for believing in Jesus.  





Today, we refer to him as one of the first Martyrs.  



Meanwhile, his brother John, 




remains alive and kicking into his 90s.  





Granted, he is in Exile by this point 






on the island of Patmos for proclaiming who Jesus is.  





But he has lived another 60+ years that his brother did not.  


So did Jesus speak falsely to one of the brothers?

He told them both that they would drink the cup he was about to drink in Jerusalem.  


But only James is killed for believing.  


So did only James drink the cup?  

This is where we need to wade in and do some hearty theology.  


We need to define a couple of terms.  



What the cup represents 



and what martyrdom means.


The cup, 


as we read in our Jeremiah passage this morning, 



was God's wrath poured out.  

When God poured out his wrath, 


things did not go as the world 


or even the Jews would hope, 



but things were redeemed and restored in due time 




from the wrath being poured out.  



Israel experienced God pouring out his wrath in the various exiles, 




but in the process, 





God brought the people back to knowing and loving him.  



That is why next week during communion, 



we will say that Christ's blood was shed for the forgiveness of our sins.  


Jesus drank the cup of wrath bound for humanity 



and took all of our sin upon himself.  



He paid the ransom due.  

He served us in a way that is unrepeatable.  


It is unrepeatable,



 because all sin is now taken care of. 



Everyone's ransom is paid.   

If you want to hold onto the sin you have committed 


and try to work it off, 



you are wasting your time, 


because it has already been dealt with.  

God's rightful wrath for those sins 


has already been expunged onto Jesus.  

You my friend, 


are trying to deal with sin that has no weight in God's eyes.  


Jesus took care of it all.

But if Jesus drank the cup that took care of all sin, 


what cup are James and John supposed to be drinking?  

They are drinking the cup of the new covenant 


that is made possible through Jesus taking the wrath of God.  



But it is a cup that no longer has the wrath of God with it.  

But it continues to have the ways of God associated with it.  


Which means a continued life of service.  



Just because Jesus has died, 




does not mean we do not have to walk in a similar fashion, 





dying to ourselves, 





serving others rather than ourselves.  




That life eternal that we want to live 





can be experienced now 






while we are here, 







by serving others 







and our God in the process.

Doing this is our witness, 



our martyr.  

As we said earlier, 


James was one of the first to be killed for believing in Jesus 



after Jesus' resurrection.  

We call him a martyr, 


but we have transposed that word  


or limited its meaning.  

Martyr is the greek word for witness.  


It just so happened over time, 



that those who were willing to witness to who Jesus was, 




that he was a servant of the people, 



were often put to death 




and we made the word martyrdom start to mean 





dying for you faith.  





You gave up your life in witness to your faith.  

But John was also a martyr, 


a witness to his faith in Jesus.  

He took the less dramatic route of martyrdom, 


that of a long obedience to Jesus.  

Unless your situation 

or our nation radically changes, 


John's way of drinking Jesus' cup 


will be our way of drinking the cup.  



The day after day recommitment to Jesus 



and dying to ourselves.  


These actions will not be on the news, 


probably won't even make someone's facebook post or blog.  



But they will declare who Jesus is as the Son of Man. 




 They will remind the world 





that there is another way to ascend the mountain.

And the world will need to be reminded, 


because the disciples needed to be reminded.  

Jesus granted the Zebedee's mother her request, 


though she did not know what she was asking for, 


and the other 10 were indignant, 



they judged this action as wrong.  

The question is why?  


Was it wrong because it was nepotism?  



If you look closely at the gospel stories, 




you can connect the dots to show 





that the Mother of the Sons of Zebedee name is Salome 





and she is Jesus' mother's sister.  




So the sons of Zebedee are Jesus' cousins.  



So is Jesus granting this position to them 




because of the familial relation 




and thus the disciples are justified in their anger.  


Or are they angry 



because they have taken to heart the parable Jesus told 



and thought they were all on the same footing, 




only to see James and John be elevated above the rest?  

While these first two would be ideal, 


they do not take into consideration human nature.  


Human nature would have them upset, 



because they did not think of it first.  




Just as the pet rock, hula hoop, slinky and snap bracelet 



have made the inventors millions, 




because they decided to market it 





and we did not, 






but could have.

Jesus lets it get to this place, 


so that he can have a heart check with them.  

He grants the request, 


knowing the others will hear about it.  

And again, 


as they are indignant with the idea, 


he helps them hear the real idea again of his Kingdom.  

Following Jesus is not about the money, 


the power, 


the authority, 



that is the way the fallen world works.  

The Kingdom that they all signed up for, 


is not as they insist it is.  

It is one where the first become so, 


by becoming a slave, 

where those who are great 



are so because they serve.

Take a look at the words Jesus uses in this summation.  


None of these have I heard of any Kindergartner singing at their graduation.  



No one wanted to be a servant when they grew up



and definitely no one signed up to be a slave.  

The greek words are diakonos for servant, 


where we get our term Deacon 

and doulos for slave. 


I always remembered that word by them having to “do lots.”  

These are the words that are contrasted with the world's ways of “Lording it over” 


and “Authority over.”  

The difference is based on how we interact with others.  


Do we hold power over them through fear, 


or through love?  



Love serves, 



fear Lords it's power over people.  

Every day, 


we have to ask ourselves, 



do we use our gifts to serve in love 



or hold power over others through fear?  


Both work for awhile, 



only one works for ever.  

Jesus chose the one that always works 

and always will work, 


love.

This love is nothing romantic.  


It's usage of a household servant or a slave, 



a Hallmark greeting card do not make.  

For in taking on these two roles, 


we give up any authority over our lives.  



Our time is not our own, 



nor our possessions, 



nor our thoughts.  

We have given our priorities over to the one we serve.  


If Jesus is your Lord and Savior, 



then he is the one you serve.  

But he serves the world around you, 


so you follow him there, 



following his agenda, 



his priorities.  




He reached out to the discarded of the world, 





the lost, 





the alone, 





the demon possessed, 





the gentile.  






Those that were not just like him.  




He gave the seats to his Kingdom on his right and left 





to two criminals.

If we had a rotary club 

or had a Parent Teacher's Association, 


I am guessing that most of us would be involved in one of those two groups.  



They fit the Presbyterian Mold that has taken hold of the church 




over the decades.  

We like to think that we have it together, 


are upstanding citizens, 


and are holding our own.  

So we reach out to those who also seem to have it together, 


who receive community service awards, 


and can hold their own.  

In doing so, 


we remain disconnected from reality.  



That we ourselves are in need of help, 



that we can not do it on our own, 



and the only reason we have not been washed away by the flood waters, 




is that our Lord has given us a solid rock on which to stand.  



But without Jesus, 




we are goners.  

Do we realize that we are not making it on our own.  


If we were, 



we would not need a Lord to direct our life, 



nor a Savior to save our life.  

Jesus has ransomed his life, 


so that we all might live.  

He has served us in this way.  


Are we going to follow 


and lay down our life, 



so others might live?  

If we are, 


we need to figure out the difference between fear and love, 



and start living it, 


so others might be served by our love 



and decide that the way they are trying to get to the top of the mountain 




is not the way.  

Carrying a cross 


is the way Jesus ascended the mountain, 

I pray we carry our cross to the top as well.  


And as we do so, 



we allow others to help us carry it like Jesus did, 




so that they might know the way as well.
