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V I S I T  O U R  W E B S I TE  
WW W . L A P S WV . O R G  

From Your President  

     The sun is shining and the temps have finally started to warm 
  up – at least for today!  I am ready for it to stay warm (not hot), 
      just the perfect temp.   

         Our 2019 Spring Meeting was a great success.  Like our fall meeting, 
Mountwest Community & Technical College were great hosts.  Bernard S. 
Vallejos, Esquire was an exceptional speaker to have and touched base on the 
“Recent Amendments to the West Virginia Peer Review Statute.”   

The Executive Committee and other members of LAPSWV are in full swing 
organizing and making final preparations for our upcoming Annual Meeting 
on June 7, 2019.  Mark your calendars, and plan to join us!  Of course, break-
fast, lunch and snacks will be provided by the wonderful AAA Catering.   

Mother Nature rained out our LAPSWV Spring Social scheduled on May 17, 
2019 but we will reschedule this event to enjoy an evening full of drinks, 
snacks, games and fun!  This event is sponsored by our great friend and sus-
taining member, Dean Boerger, with Boerger Investigative Services, LLC so 
we will get this back on the calendar soon.    

As school is starting to end and vacations start to begin, stay safe and enjoy 
your summer!  I hope to see everyone at the upcoming Annual Meeting at 
Jackson Kelly!   

 

Mica L. Spratt 

LAPSWV President 
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ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING  

 
LAPSWV will hold its 15th Annual Business Meeting on June 7, 2019, from approximately Noon to 1:30 p.m., 
at Jackson Kelly in Charleston, West Virginia. 
 
The Slate of Candidates for LAPSWV 2019-2020 Executive Committee offices is available on the website for your 
review and consideration.  Each candidate has met the one-year active membership requirement; and all candi-
dates are actively employed as legal assistants/paralegals.   
 
Special Note #1: The Call for Nominations was emailed to active membership on March 22, 2019. There were no 
nominations received for the position of NALA Liaison. Nominations for any of the officer positions may be made 
during the election of officers at the Annual Meeting on June 7, 2019. 
 
All active members in good standing may vote in person or by proxy.  Any active member electing to vote by proxy, 
may appoint another active member by written authority to vote his/her proxy at the meeting.  A combined Proxy 
Designation Form and Instructions to Proxy and Alternate Proxy is available on the website for your convenience.  
All Designations of Proxy must be postmarked on or before May 24, 2019 and received by the LAPSWV Secretary 
on or before May 24, 2019.  This is the deadline for Receipt of the form by the LAPSWV Secretary.  Forms post-
marked after May 24, 2019 will not be acknowledged unless they are in the Secretary's possession the same day.  
This form may be filed by regular mail or email. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of LAPSWV.   
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

JUNE 7, 2019 LAPSWV 15th ANNUAL SEMINAR AND MEETING 
JACKSON KELLY LAIDLEY TOWER, CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA 

 
SEMINAR AGENDA - ESTATE PLANNING Presented by Brent L. Van Deysen, Elder Law Attorney 

 
7:30 a.m. - 8:15 a.m.  Registration 
8:15 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.  Opening Remarks 
8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 1st segment – Introduction to Estate Planning – Wills, Powers of Attorney, Advanced 
Healthcare Directives; 
9:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.  Morning Break 
9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. 2nd segment – Estate Planning for Beneficiaries with Serious Disabilities; 
10:45 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Break 
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 a.m. 3rd segment – When the Client fails to plan - Guardianship & Conservatorship – In-
testate Succession; 
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. Annual Business Meeting – Lunch Provided 
    Election and Installation of Officers 
    Awards 
1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.  4th segment – Introduction to Nursing Facility Medicaid; 
2:30 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.  Afternoon Break 
2:45 p.m. – 3:45 p.m. 5th segment – Ethics  - Who is your client?  Your client did what? Your boss wants you to do 
what?  Client gossip and things you shouldn’t say on Social Media;   
3:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Break 
4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  6th segment – Nursing Facility Medicaid Planning options. 
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LAPSWV held its Spring Membership Meeting on April 9, 2019 
at Mountwest Community & Technical College . Bernard S. 
Ballejos, Esquire presented “Recent Amendments to the West 
Virginia Peer Review Statute”.  



4 

 

Crossword Answer Key Pg. 10 

Across 

2 One who administers the estate of a person who dies without a will 

6 A personal representative named in a will to administer an estate 

7 Practice focused on needs of elderly, incapacitated or planning for 
retirement 

9 The process of proving before a judicial authority that a document 
offered for registration is genuine 

10 Person who makes a will 

12 A person or institution who manages money or property of another 

    

Down 

1 An amendment to a Last Will and Testament 

3 Someone named to receive property or benefits in a will 

4 A term used when a person dies without a valid will. 

5 A private person authorized to by another to act in his or 
her place 

8 A document that directes to whom a person's estate shall 
be distributed upon the death of the person who created the 
document 

11 A legal document used to manage property established 
by one perso to benefit another 
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Reprinted with permission of the National Association of Legal Assistants, Inc. This article originally appeared in the 
May/June 2019 issue of Facts & Findings. Inquiries should be directed to NALA at nalanet@nala.org.  

mailto:nalanet@nala.org


7 

 

 

 

May Birthdays 
Cynthia L. Kline  
Melania Streski 

 

June Birthdays 
Maria Cain 

Debbie Estep 
 

July Birthdays 
Nicole Dingess 

Michael Edwards 
Ella R. Flack 

Pamela Hanshaw 
Robin Martin 

Pat Schoolcraft  
 

August 
Lisa Casdorph 
Teighlor Clark  
Lisa Desposito 
Walter S. Ice 
Anna Johnson  

Katelyn Roberts 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Wishing LAPSWV Members A 

Happy Birthday 
 
 

 
1st Amendment 

2017 Employment Law Updates 
5 Steps to Develop a Marketing Mindset 

Accounting 101 for Paralegals 
Accuracy of Internet Information  

Addressing Bullying in the Legal Workplace 
Advanced Contracts—Commercial Leases 

Advanced Project Management Competencies for Paralegals  
An Analysis of Products and Completed Operations Claims 

An Introduction to Estate Planning 
Artificial Intelligence:  Ethics Issues 

Basic Business Organizations 
Basic Due Diligence 

Become the CEO of Your Whole Life  
Cell Phone Forensics 

Child Custody 
Civil Litigation—A Step by Step Look at the Process 

Clarity in Your Writing 
Classification of Law 

Collection Law: The Good, the Bad & the Profitable 
Confidentiality and Ethics:  Staying on the Right Side of The Line 
Copyright Law in a Digital World: A Basic Guide for Paralegals 

Corporate Depositions 
Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) 

CP Review—American Legal System 
CP Review—Basic Business Organizations 

CP Review—Civil Litigation 
CP Review—Contract Law 

CP Review—Ethics 
CP Review—Judgment and Legal Analysis 

CP Review—Legal Research 
CP Review—Written Communications 

CP Review Course Bundle 
Creating Clear Healthcare Documents That People Can Understand 

Criminal Investigation  
Data Breach and Civil Actions 
Dealing with Difficult People 

Defensibility and Best Practices in eDiscovery 
Different Types of Title IX Cases and Current State of Law 

Discovery Issues in Insurance Coverage Lawsuits  
Dram Shop Case/Liquor Liability Litigation Part 2  
Dram Shop Case: What is it and Do I have One? 

eDiscovery Defensibility Workshop 
eDiscovery: Do I Really Need to Know this? 

Effective Time Management for Today’s Paralegal  
 

Many Additional On-Demand Webinars Available... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Webinars are a fast, convenient and now an even 

more affordable way to get the education  you need. 
 

1.0 hour webinars:  $39 for Members and $59 for Nonmembers 
1.5 hour webinars:  $39 for Members and $59 for Nonmembers 
2.0 hour webinars:  $49 for Members and $69 for Nonmembers 

 
If you have an Active Membership type, 

you may use your $80 gift certificate toward these webinars. 
Contact NALA to apply your gift certificate today!   

 
 

Utilizing Revocable Trusts in Estate Planning  
Tues. 05/21/2019—11:00 am  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
These dates and times don’t work for your schedule but you still need 

CLE?  How about taking one of NALA’s On-Demand Webinars? 
Learn whenever it is convenient for you. 

 
 

NALA | 7666 E. 61st St., #315 | Tulsa | OK | 74133   
 

——————————————————————————————- 

NALA Conference & Expo  
July 11-13, 2019  

Scottsdale AZ  
 

This year's conference will be held at the 
luxurious Westin Kierland Resort & Spa located 

in Phoenix/Scottsdale, Arizona. This 3-day 
educational event will provide attendees with 

superior networking opportunities, a chance to 
earn up 13 CLE hours, and over 30 sessions 
developed to help elevate your paralegal and 

professional skills. 
  

If you can not attend, Jill Francisco and Melanie Hicks 
will be attending conference if you wish to designate one 

of them to vote on your behalf. The proxy form can be 
completed at the following link: 

https://www.nala.org/designation_proxy_form 
 

During this session, we will discuss distin-
guishing between typical uses of Revocable 
and Irrevocable Trusts; recognizing common 
scenarios where Revocable Trust Planning is 
utilized; and identifying common clauses and 
elements of a Revocable Trust Agreement.    

 

2019  
July 11-13 

Scottsdale, AZ  

Western Kierland Resort & Spa 
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Educational 
Kelly Mullins, Chair 
Mica Spratt 
Jill I. Francisco, ACP 
Tonya Taylor 
 
Ethics 
Tammy Welch, ACP-Chair 
Melanie Hicks, ACP 
Mica Spratt 
 
Finance 
Sherri Rasmussen, Chair 
Mica Spratt 
Linda Quillen 
Lisa D’Esposito 
 
Fund-Raising 
Sherri Rasmussen, Chair 
Michele Matheny 
Katie Myers 
Mica Spratt 

Bylaw Review 
Tammy Welch, ACP, Chair 
Rhonda Swartz, ACP 
Walter Ice 
Pat Schoolcraft, ACP 
Melanie Hicks, ACP 
Mica Spratt 
 
CLA Study Group 
Kelly Mullins 
Mica Spratt 
Jill I. Francisco, ACP 
Walter Ice 
 
Community Service 
Mica Spratt 
Tonya Taylor 
Susan Knight 
Michele Matheny 
Kelly Mullins 
Katie Myers 
Megan Payne  
Paula Pauley  
Jill Francisco, ACP 
Walter Ice  

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS  
 
Active Members: 
Sustaining Members: 
Student Members: 
Provisional Members: 
TOTAL: 
 
Pending Renewals: 
Pending Student Apps: 
ACPs: 
CLAs and CPs: 
CRP:   

  

 
 
55 
3 
13 
0 
71 
 
0 
0 
10 
4 
1 

2018-2019 LAPSWV Executive Committee 

Membership 
Kelly Mullins 
Mica Spratt 
Jill Francisco, ACP 
Rhonda Swartz, ACP 
Tonya Taylor 
Renee Clay, ACP 
Cindy Spreacker 
Kristi Smith 
Sherri Rasmussen 
Pat Schoolcraft, ACP 
Melanie Hicks, ACP 
Linda Quillen 
Cassandra Petrunyak 
 
Newsletter 
Patricia Schoolcraft, ACP 
Tonya Taylor 
Melanie Hicks, ACP 
V. Jane Lambert, CLA 
Michele Matheny 
Kelly Mullins 
Mica Spratt 
 
 

Public Relations 
Mica Spratt 
 
Seminar Planning 
Mica Spratt, Chair 
Kelly Mullins  
Sherri Rasmussen 
Tonya Taylor 
Renee Clay, ACP 
Rhonda Swartz, ACP 
Cindy Spreacker 
Walter Ice 
 
Standing Rules 
Tammy Welch, ACP-Chair 
Pat Schoolcraft, ACP  
Mica Spratt  
Rhonda Swartz, ACP 
 

Website 
Melanie Hicks, ACP-
Chair 
Michele Matheny 
Kelly Mullins 
Pat Schoolcraft, ACP 
Tonya Taylor 
Mica Spratt 
 
Meet & Greets 
Cindy Spreacker  
Mica Spratt 
 
Lunch & Learns 
Kelly Mullins   
Mica Spratt 

Kristi Markins 
NALA Liaison 

Babst Calland, PC 
nalaliaison@lapswv.org 

Kelly Mullins 
Vice President 

The Masters Law Firm LC 
vicepresident@lapswv.org 

Sherri L. Rasmussen 
Treasurer 

The Masters Law Firm, LC 
treasurer@lapswv.org 

Mica Spratt 
President 

Lamp Bartram Levy Trautwein & 
Perry, PLLC 

president@lapswv.org 

Rhonda Swartz, ACP 

Secretary 

secretary@lapswv.org  

Tammy Welch, ACP 
Parliamentarian / Historian 

West Virginia Mutual 
Insurance Company 

parliamentarian@lapswv.org 

LAPSWV is always looking for volunteers to assist 
with the ongoing operations of the organization. If 
you have a special interest or skill that would be 
beneficial to a committee, please contact a member 
of the executive committee.  

mailto:treasurer@lapswv.org
mailto:historian@lapswv.org
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Ab Initio is a quarterly publication of Legal Assistants/Paralegals of Southern West Virginia (LAPSWV). 

None of the information contained herein is intended to be, nor should it be construed as legal advice. 

 
Direct Comments/Questions  
concerning this newsletter to: 

LAPSWV Newsletter Committee 
 

 

Legal Assistants/Paralegals of Southern West Virginia (“LAPSWV”) is a non-profit 

organization established in 2004 in Charleston and Huntington, West Virginia.  

 

LAPSWV promotes high standards in the legal assistant profession, establishes networking 
resources for legal assistants/paralegals, and provides integrity in the legal community. LAPSWV 
also contributes to the community by participating in a number of charitable programs. LAPSWV 
strives to raise professional standards in the legal assistant/paralegal profession by providing 
opportunities for personal growth and development through educational experiences and the 

networking with other professionals.  

 

Legal Assistants/Paralegals of Southern West Virginia was founded: 

 

• To further education among members of the legal assistant/paralegal profession; 

 

• To provide a forum for the exchange of viewpoints on matters involving the legal 

assistant/paralegal profession; 

 

• To promote and involve the legal assistant/paralegal in the development of guidelines 

on the standardization of the legal assistant profession; 

 

• To establish good fellowship among association members, the National Association of 

Legal Assistants, Inc. (“NALA”), and members of the legal community; 

 

• To encourage a high order of ethical and professional attainment; 

 

• To cooperate with bar associations and other law related organizations; and  

 

• To support and carry out the programs, purposes, aims and goals of NALA. 

Legal Assistants/Paralegals 
Of Southern West Virginia 

P.O. Box 11488 
Charleston, WV  25339 

Website:  www.lapswv.org 

About Legal Assistants/Paralegals of Southern West Virginia 
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Elder Law Crossword  

Answer Key  


