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Franchising in California
By Judit Marai
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Watch Out for that Copyright Troll
By Mariana Noli
About a month ago, one of

accounts “without the rightful

that enforces copyrights it
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copyright owner’s

owns for purposes of making
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money through litigation, in a

a notice they received from a
company, with whom they
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Have you ever heard of the
term “Copyright Troll”?
While the so-called “Patent
Trolls” are all over the news,
there is not that much
information about these
“Copyright Trolls.”

allegedly used on their

The “Copyright Troll” is a

website and social media

party (person or company)

manner considered unduly
aggressive or opportunistic,
generally without producing
or licensing the works it owns
for paid distribution.
These “trolls” threaten
copyright lawsuits in
exchange for a quick
settlement. The term “troll,” is
a pejorative term coined to

identify patent investment
companies that buy patents
and use them to demand
licenses from companies.
When numerous copyright
suits began to be filed seeking
similar licenses, the reference
to trolls was quickly applied.
However, as much as affected
parties want to characterize
them as such, many of the
plaintiffs in these lawsuits are
not “trolls.”
Our client’s case was one of
those cases involving
photographs. As you know,
thousands of websites are
designed and launched every
day. These sites are often
developed by local Web
design shops or directly by
individuals, who are
unfamiliar with copyright

laws. They assume that
photos found online are
available for public use.
Unfortunately, some of these
designers assume that they
can take a photo from the
internet. Be aware many
photographers have
registered their photos. In
such cases, the website owner
is left with the choice of
paying the amount requested
or hiring a lawyer to challenge
the demand. The typical
target of such lawsuits:
consumers and small, often
startup businesses. The
damages provided under the
copyright statute are
substantial and can far exceed
the cost of settlement. It is
often the stigma associated
with the lawsuit and its costs

that forces the consumer to
consider a quick settlement.
However, be smart. Ask for a
copyright of the copyright
certificate. Research the
company sending you a claim
for settlement threatening
copyright infringement
litigation against you and
your business. Make sure
they do have a legitimate
claim before you pay. We
understand that copyright
owners should assert their
rights against infringers and
seek compensation for the
unauthorized use of their
works, however, if you get
one of these requests, watch
out! Should you have any
questions or want more
information about this topic,
please feel free to email us.

EXPOPYME 2017 in Buenos Aires
At Noli IP Solutions, PC, we do our best to support entrepreneurs as well as small and medium size businesses.
We encourage entrepreneurship, and educate and support our clients through all the steps of the way in their
business ventures. Following this desire to see more businesses grow and succeed, Ms. Luciana Noli participated
on March 16, 2017 in the Expo Pyme in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

During this expo, there were useful educational workshops, round tables and several opportunities to network
with other like-minded individuals. For more information regarding the ExpoPyme, please visit:
https://www.expopyme.com.ar/

