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Faith-neutral name is
needed for parade

Several attempts over the years have failed to convince community organizers to
remove the word "Christmas" from the annual La Jolla Christmas Parade. (File photo)

DAVID H. KATZ

A name means everything in our world. Whether it is the name of a child, the
name of a school, the name of a special neighborhood in a community, or even
the name of a community parade — a name is a “window into the heart” of the
giver.
That is why the subject of this brief commentary is the importance of a
particular name that needs to be changed in order to reflect the proper “window
of an entire community’s heart.”
Specifically, I am referring to the La Jolla community parade that is held every
year in early December to celebrate the holiday season. Since its beginnings
many decades ago, this annual festive parade has been named “The La Jolla
Christmas Parade.” During the early 20th century, when La Jolla was a small,
and exclusive, seaside community essentially restricted to Caucasians of the
Christian faith, this name was indeed the “window of the community’s heart”
and, therefore, appropriate.
However, things began to change in the 1950s and 1960s when previously
“sleepy,” and relatively exclusive, La Jolla began to evolve into a major
technological giant in San Diego, and eventually, the world. This change began
when General Atomics was created at the then upper outskirts of La Jolla, and
then again when the state agreed to develop what is now UC San Diego on
nearby land.
These events changed everything — in the physical real estate landscaping
and, most importantly, the composition of the population of La Jolla. Gradually,
from the late 1960s to the present day, La Jolla’s citizenry evolved from an allwhite Christian population to a highly diverse, heterogeneous citizenry
consisting of Christians, Jews, Muslims, atheists and others.
Today’s La Jollans reflect the vast heterogeneity of peoples found everywhere
on our planet, and contribute magnificent resources of both innovation and
wealth throughout our community and the world. Our town’s most dedicated
benefactor, Ellen Browning Scripps, must certainly be smiling from above.
Why is it important to discuss the significance of changing the name of an
annual December parade in La Jolla? Because we, as citizens, should choose
a name that most accurately defines our local annual parade as the true
“window into our hearts” as it exists today. Moreover, and unbeknown to most
of the local public, we are actually breaking the law — as stipulated by the
Supreme Court. Here’s why:
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The accepted definition of “Christmas” is: 1. A Christian feast commemorating
the birth of Jesus. 2. Dec. 25, the day on which this feast is observed as a
public holiday in many countries.
According to current Supreme Court edicts, the following stipulation provides
that: “Religion is a pervasive and enduring human phenomenon which is an
appropriate, if not desirable, subject of secular study.”
“However, there is a critical difference between practicing religion and teaching
about religion. Most importantly, it is constitutionally permissible for public
schools to teach about religion but unconstitutional for public schools to observe
religious holidays or practice religion. School officials and parents must be
careful not to cross the line between “the laudable educational goal of promoting
a student’s knowledge of and appreciation for this nation’s cultural and religious
diversity, and the impermissible endorsement of religion forbidden by the
Establishment Clause.”
The Supreme Court has said that religion may only be studied when it is
“presented objectively as part of a secular program of education.” Such
study must have a distinctly nonreligious purpose.
In short, these rulings preclude the exclusionary use of terminology
referring to a singular religion.
For these, and other reasons stated at the outset, the word “Christmas” must be
removed from the annual La Jolla Parade’s title, and the parade renamed to one
that is faith-neutral. The new name must reflect our currently existing widely
diverse and heterogeneous composition of La Jolla’s present citizenry, which
includes people of all faiths and beliefs.
Katz, a semi-retired physician, is a former chairman of immunology at Scripps
Research and founder of several La Jolla biotech companies. He has lived in La
Jolla since 1976.
Editor’s note: We invited the La Jolla Christmas Parade organization to submit
an opposing viewpoint, but the invitation was declined.
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The following Letters to the Editor were published in the San Diego Union-Tribune on
Monday, Dec. 5, 2016. Please note the second letter, “Christmas should be out of parade’s
name” submitted by Howard G. Singer of La Jolla.
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