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2022 SESSION
Class of 2022
Jennifer Aquino
Carl Erickson
Diane Hull

Class of 2023
Class of 2024
Geof Gohlich
Bruce Bergman
Sharon Heil
Michelle Cameron
Dottie Kappers
MaryAnn Simmons
Clerk of Session: Donna Erickson

2022 BOARD OF DEACONS
Class of 2022
Ellen Bergman
Carol Miller
Chris Roguso

Class of 2023
Gilles Djongang
Jackie Hammel
Lorinda Ravo

Class of 2024
Pat Gohlich
Janette Hendershot
Justin Simmons

2022 HEAVEN SENT NURSERY SCHOOL BOARD OF
TRUSTEES
OFFICE: 852-2006
Director: Jen Bujno
Ved Fernandez
- 2022
Pam Venturini - 2024
Abby Melvin
- HS Parent
Kaitlyn Elliot - HS Parent
MaryAnn Simmons - Session Rep
Rev. Erin Hayes-Cook, ex-officio member

2:
3:
5:
6:

MARCH
BIRTHDAYS
Myles DeCaro
Donna Erickson
Whitney Dartnell
Jason O’Brien
Peggy Russack
10: Chris Kshatri
John Trimmer
14: Mike McDonagh
Al Aquino
16: Joan Beddow
Pam Venturini
18: Samantha Gardner
19: Richard Clegg
20: Liz Risko
22: MaryAnn Simmons
23: Alisa Dartnell
Mark Slachetka
24: Roger George
Sean Gilmore
25: Morgan Dartnell
27: Heather Stone
29: Alice Phoebus
31: Tom Dartnell
MARCH ANNIVERSARIES
9: Bob & Jackie Hammel
15: Chris & Sara Kshatri
25: Sang & Haeja Kim

CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL!

PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following in
your prayers:
Gwenn and Louis Bartku
Joan Beddow
Edna Berner
Chrissy Boyce
The Brodo Family
Mary Brodt
Eris Bunnel
Churches throughout the U.S.
Colello family
College Students
Barbara Courtright
Pam and John Covert
Yarom Eisenberg (brother-in-law of
Haeja & Sang Kim’s daughter)
FPCH
Friends of FPCH
Dan Gardner
Roger George (father of Gwen
Bartku)
Terry Gretchen
Jeanette Hile
Maikuu congregation,
Kibwezi Kenya
Members of the Armed Forces
Edna Ort
Barbara Pace, niece of the
Prestopines
Shirley Pennington
Carol Spitzer
Those who are food insecure
Those struggling with
addictions
Those recovering from COVID
Those recovering from surgery

DATES TO REMEMBER: MARCH 2022
01:
02:
03:
06:

08:
09:
10:
12:
13:

15:
17:
20:

22:
24:
27:

Shrove Tuesday
Ash Wednesday Worship- 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary communion and (optional) imposition of ashes
FPCH Ringers Chime Choir rehearsal - 6:30 PM in the
Sanctuary (NOTE: Masks Required)
Sunday:Worship and Communion - 10 AM; in person and live
stream through our Facebook page; Sunday School;
rehearsals - Joyful Noise Bell Choir 10:45-11 AM and Unity
Chimers 11-11:15 AM
Stated meeting of the Highlands Presbytery via zoom - 7PM
Lenten Bible Study - contact Pastor Erin for more information
FPCH Ringers Chime Choir rehearsal - 6:30 PM in the
Sanctuary(NOTE: Masks Required)
Free Community Dinner (corned beef and cabbage) - 5:30 PM
at the Chapel
Worship - 10 AM; in person and live stream through our Face
book page;Sunday School; rehearsals - Joyful Noise Bell Choir
10:45-11 AM and Unity Chimers 11-11:15 AM
Session Meeting - 6:30 PM
FPCH Ringers Chime Choir rehearsal - 6:30 PM in the
Sanctuary (NOTE: Masks Required)
Worship - 10 AM; in person and live stream through our
Facebook page; Sunday School; rehearsals - Joyful Noise
Bell Choir 10:45-11 AM and Unity Chimers 11-11:15 AM
Deacon’s Meeting - 6:30 PM
FPCH Ringers Chime Choir rehearsal - 6:30 PM in the
Sanctuary (NOTE: Masks Required)
Sunday Worship - 10 AM; in person and live
stream through our Facebook page; Sunday
School; rehearsals - Joyful Noise Bell Choir
10:45-11 AM and Unity Chimers 11-11:15 AM

A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Friends,
Grace and peace to all of you! It has been a joy to start settling
in the manse and into the church community. I count it a special joy to
hear the stories of your life as we get to know each other. Please know
that I will take every chance I get to spend time with you over coffee, a
phone call, a walk or a meal. Any way we can get to know each other
and see how God is working in your life. Please reach out and I will,
too!
We start our journey together in the season of Lent. This year
our theme, thanks to Sanctified Art, is Full to Brim. Traditionally, the
season of Lent is set aside to reexamine our lives and what we do that
is not pleasing to God. Many of you may have memories of this season
to be somber and penitent as a way to prepare ourselves for the miracle of Easter morning. I believe there is a time for that in our rituals
and our traditions. For we often don’t spend enough time recognizing
that we are dust and to dust we shall return, and to our eternal home.
The hope with which we live as Christians gives us meaning.
Our cups are empty and wait to be filled again. Or your cup
might be overflowing. We all go through different seasons in our lives
with God. And here come the stories for this Lent overflowing with the
abundance of God’s love in our humanity. This season of Lent urges us
to see that we can be Full to the Brim with God’s redemptive love;
“And so, you may consider this Lenten theme very resurrectioninspired. We can’t prepare for the surprising grace of Easter, but perhaps during this season, we can try to unearth the areas of unworthiness and scarcity in our lives. Perhaps we can practice receiving and
extending God’s grace. Perhaps we can strive for a life that is full—full
of hope, courage, joy, honesty, and grace. Isn’t that what the resurrection is really about, anyway?” Full to the Brim, Sermon planning guide,
Sanctified Art LLC.
Aren’t we all ready to feel that sense of overflow in our lives?
Aren’t we all yearning for an expansive life? Well, let’s start our journey together this Lent in worship, bible study, reflection and work to
know the beautiful stories of God that will fill us to the brim.
I am so excited to begin!

Erin

JANUARY 2022 FINANCIAL $NAPSHOT
BY: AL RAVO
The Expenses Paid and Income amounts below do not include the funds
transferred from the Endowment to meet the church operating expenses.
January
Year to Date
Income
$17,604.03
$17,604.03
Expenses Paid
$16,796.19
$16,796.19
Net Operating Income/Deficit
$
807.84
$
807.84
Amount Needed from Endowment $
0.00
$
0.00
Comments / Observations: The 4 largest operating expense payments
made in January were:
• 1.) church payroll ($4,229.08).
• 2.) quarterly commercial & umbrella insurance ($4,149.95).
• 3.) facilities supplies and maintenance for manse
($4,046.22).
• 4.) gas for heating buildings ($1,208.73).
1.In January, $54,000.00 was transferred from the Fulton Endowment
Money Market to the Mass Mutual Investments to gain interest. There are 2
Mass Mutual accounts that split the Endowment into:
•1/3 of the funds invested in American
Funds.
•2/3 of the funds invested in Envestnet
Asset Management.
2.In January, $36,000.00 was transferred from the Fulton Checking and
Fulton Designated Donations Saving
Accounts to the Mass Mutual Investments to gain interest until needed.
The funds transferred were:
•$18,000.00 from the checking account.
•$18,000.00 from the designated donations account identified for manse painting.
3. The January and Year To Date net incomes were $807.84.
(CONTINUED ON ANOTHER PAGE - SEE FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT)

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT (CONTINUED)
•
•

The actual expenses were slightly below ($453.81) the budgeted expenses.
The actual incomes were above ($3,854.03) the budgeted incomes. January is usually one of the larger giving months for
the following reasons:
▪ A few members pay their annual offering in January.
▪ A few members pay their quarterly offering in January.
▪ January is the largest month for Per Capita donations.
▪ The majority of Initial Contributions are received in
January.

The 2022 Per Capita is $40.00 for each of the 209 members of our Church.
The total amount due in 2022 is $8,360.00 or $696.67 monthly. In January, $1,100.00 was received for the Per Capita or 13.3% of the annual
amount due to Presbytery.
Please contact Al Ravo if you have any questions or would like to discuss
the Church’s operational finances, the Endowment Funds, or Per Capita.

Building On Generosity (BOG)
BY: AL RAVO
•
•

•
•

Donations received during January, $1,753.00.
Total donations received from church members, non-members
and anonymous from September 2019 (BOG Kickoff dinner)
through January 31, 2022, $606,404.01
51.5% of FPCH members have donated to the BOG campaign.
Donations breakdown by source:
o
4.6% - $27,655.00 from nonmembers
o
86.3% - $523,424.80 from members
o
9.1% - $55,324.21 from anonymous & dinners
o
100.0% - $606,404.01 Total
o

Please contact Al Ravo if you have any questions or would like to discuss
the Church’s operational finances, the Endowment Funds, Per Capita or the
Building On Generosity Capital Campaign.

FPCH HIGHLIGHTS IN FEBRUARY
Below you can find some special photos which are the highlights of
our congregation during the month of February.

THANK YOU, SCOUTS, FOR
YOUR DEDICATED SERVICE TO
THE COMMUNITY. SCOUT
SUNDAY, 2/6/2022.

JETS FANS UNITE ON SUPER
BOWL SUNDAY SERVICE,
2/13/2022.

MUSIC NOTES
BY: LORINDA RAVO
It is a joy for our FPCH Ringers to be rehearsing and performing
again. We were thrilled to play for Pastor Erin’s first Sunday in the pulpit,
and our goal is to play once a month going forward. In addition, our kids’
bells and chime choirs are rehearsing and will be playing in church in the
coming weeks.
Our newest ensemble, the Upward Wind Ensemble, is preparing new
music as well. If you used to play-even a long time ago, why don’t you
consider dusting off that instrument that’s sitting in a closet, and joining
the kids and other adults in Upward. The music is easy enough that those
fingerings will come back to you, and you’ll remember how much you loved
playing in an instrumental ensemble. If you’re interested in a peek at the
music, ask me! I’ll be delighted to give you your copy. We rehearse on an
as needed basis!

SCHOOL NEWS
PASTOR ERIN ENJOYS HER FIRST
SUNDAY ON 2/13/2022 AT FPCH.
WELCOME, PASTOR ERIN,
LAWRENCE, AND ARDEN.

TOREY RAVO SINGS FOR THE CONGREGATION A SOLO, “HIS EYE IS ON
THE SPARROW,” ACCOMPANIED BY
HER MOM, LORINDA RAVO, ON THE
PIANO.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MARYANN
SIMMONS

BY: DONNA ANNUNZIATA
During the weeks leading up to February13,
members of the congregation paired up with 25 of our Sunday School and
Confirmation students as part of the Secret Valentine’s Day program.
To the right is a photo (courtesy of Donna Annunziata) which says it all.
The children wish to
thank their Secret Valentines for the cards, gifts, and
candy during this time of the year. On Sunday after
church, the kids discovered who their valentines
were and exchanged thank yous and gifts. It’s always
heartwarming to see this interaction.
In addition to this, Miss Donna mailed out Valentine cards with
stickers and Philly Pretzel vouchers to five families who are still in our
hearts but not able to attend Sunday school at this point. We wanted these
children to know they are missed and thought of.
The congregation members wish to thank Mrs. Annunziata for this
opportunity which has been a part of our Sunday School program over the
years. It is safe to say that the Valentine partners had just as much fun
giving the gifts as the kids had receiving them.
Happy Valentine’s Day, everyone!

Sharing God’s Bounty

MARCH GREETERS:

What Have I Done for Him?

MARCH 6: Geof and Pat Gohlich

Lent is a season in the church year during which we particularly focus on the sacrifice
Jesus made for us to pay the debt we owed for our sin. We know there is no way we can
pay the debt ourselves. Only the sinless Son of God could do that. We have access to
heaven only by grace through faith in Christ Jesus.

MARCH 13:Mark and Winnie Slachetka
MARCH 20: Jackie Hammel and Kathy Maier
MARCH 27: Ginny Plumbo and Sharon Stymacks

PHANTOMS ARTICLE
This past month, Chris and Gabe
Roguso sponsored a trip to see the
Lehigh Valley Phantoms Ice Hockey
team vs the Springfield Thunderbirds. on
February 20th.
Twenty church members attended. The kids got to meet the
mascots after the game (it was Melvin’s
birthday!) and the members of the congregation enjoyed some premium seating, thanks to the Rogusos.
Everyone had a great time despite the team’s loss
Thank you, Chris
and Gabe for another special outing.
Photos courtesy
of Lorinda Ravo.

While we cannot repay Jesus for what he has done for us, his love does require a response. Paul, speaking of our ministry of reconciliation, wrote, "For Christ's love compels us . . .” (2 Corinthians 5:14). We remain on earth to carry out the tasks which Christ
left for us to do: to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, care for the sick, and visit the prisoner, (Matthew 25:31-46). James admonished us that “. . . faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead” (James 2:17). We provide the funds that support our pastors, teachers, and missionaries. Again, we can quote Paul writing in 1 Corinthians
9:11-12. "If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we reap a material
harvest from you? If others have this right of support from you, shouldn't we have it all
the more?" Certainly each of us is addressed by the Great Commission: "Go and make
disciples of all nations . . ." (Matthew 28:19). The following words from Frances Ridley
Havergal are a poignant reminder that Christ’s love and sacrifice for us require a response:
Thy life was given for me, Thy Blood, O Lord, was shed
That I might ransomed by, and quickened from the dead.
Thy life was given for me, What have I given for Thee?
And Thou hast brought to me Down from Thy home above
Salvation full and free, Thy pardon and Thy love.
Great gifts Thou broughtest me, What have I brought to Thee?
We are saved by grace through faith for works. Let us pray for the desire to be good
stewards of the gifts of salvation, health and wealth, and time and opportunity which God
has given us that we might have a part in the furthering of God's kingdom.
We need not give up the pleasures and luxuries of this life. God does not call
us to be ascetics, but he does call us to a right sense of proportion in administering our substance.
The question is: “If I have this for myself, then what should I do for God?”
This is the question into which the whole matter of stewardship resolves itself.
© Copyright Parish Publishing, LLC ● May not be copied without permission

SHARING OUR SMILES:

BOOKS FOR YOUR READING PLEASURE

REVEALING THE JOY IN OUR LIVES EACH MONTH

BY: MARYANN SIMMONS

BY: PAT GOHLICH

This month, in celebration of the Lent as a prelude to Easter, , I have
selected some books about faith for adults and tweens and children.
I hope you enjoy these titles. Happy Reading.

During the month of February, we have a host of reasons to smile. Join
me in celebrating the following joys in the lives of our congregation. If
you have good news to share, send your info to Pat Gohlich at
gohlich73@gmail.com
Week of Feb 6: Congratulations to our
scouts on Scout Sunday who helped celebrate our worship service on January 6th.
Thank you for being a part of our lives
throughout the year.
Thank you to Rev. Jeanette Hile for dedicating her Sundays to our Church family
while we awaited the arrival of Pastor
Erin.
Congratulations to Justin Simmons
who has been named Assistant Girls
Basketball Coach at Veritas Christian
Academy. His team garnered the MidAtlantic Region Christian School Tournament championship
against Pilgrim Academy this month.
Week of Feb 13: Congratulations to Gabe Roguso who
was named to the Honor Roll at Independence Middle
School. Gabe has been a straight A student
and has brought nothing but smiles to his
family. Congrats, Gabe.
Week of Feb 20:
C o n g ra t u l a t i o n s t o
Tyler Gohlich, the grandson of Geof and Pat
Gohlich, who was accepted to the class of 2026 at West
Point Academy. Way to go, Cadet Tyler!
Week of Feb 27: Congratulations to the
newest members of our class of 2024 who were ordained
to our Session: Bruce Bergman, Michelle Cameron,
and MaryAnn Simmons, and to our Deacon Board: Pat
Gohlich, Janette Hendershot, Carol Miller and Justin
Simmons.

The Stranger in the Lifeboat by Mitch Albom. I just
finished reading this at the recommendation of Rev.
Jeanette Hile and it is an amazing read which helps us
understand the importance of faith during a time of
need. Try it. You won’t be disappointed.
Show Me the Way by Henri Nouwen.
Nouwen invites readers to join him on a 40day Lenten path as fellow pilgrims, from the beginning of
Ash Wednesday to the climax of Easter. This inspirational
"search for the way" speaks directly to the heart during
this time of reflection and prayer.
The Donkey Who Carried a King by R.C. Sproul
This lovely story offers a unique perspective on the
events of Jesus' Passion Week and calls all believers,
young and old, to follow him with our whole hearts!
Written by respected theologian and author R.C.
Sproul, it's a great resource for elementary kiddos.
40 Days of Lent for Kids and Teens: Daily Lenten
Gospel Readings, Reflections with Daily Lenten
Challenge is perfect for kids and teens to participate
actively during this season of Lent. It is filled with divine inspirations, words of wisdom from the Bible, a
topic to reflect on through the day and a daily challenge with a space to write down their thoughts, who
they are praying for, and their daily gratitude for each
day.
Enjoy these suggestions as you embark on a journey of discovery during this time of Lent leading up to Easter.

DEACONS AND ELDERS COMMITTEES
BY: MARYANN SIMMONS

Since the Board of Deacons and the Members of the Session had
their reorganization meetings, you should know the people who will
be heading the committees established by the FPCH.
Deacons:
Clothing Donations …………………………………………………………Chris Roguso
Clothing Drive ……………………………………………………………..Ellen Bergman
College Age Ministry …………………………………………………….. Lorinda Ravo
Flowers …………………………………………..Pat Gohlich and Jackie Hammel
Free Community dinners ……….………………………………… Chris Roguso
Free Market …………………………………………………………………….Lorinda Ravo
Fundraising …………………………….……Ellen Bergman and Jackie_Hammel
Homebound members …………………………………..………….Ellen Bergman
Little Pantry …………………………………………………………Justin Simmons
School Lunch/Adopt-a-Family …………………………………………..Pat Gohlich
Yarn Girls ……………………………………………………………………..Ellen Bergman
Elders:
Building and Grounds …………………………………………………………Diane Hull
Chapel Use ………………………………………………………………..……Carl Erickson
Christian Education ……………………………………………….MaryAnn Simmons
Finance ………………………………………………………………………..Dottie Kappers
Mission Outreach …………………………………………………………….Carl Erickson
Nominating …………………………………………………………………….…..Jen Aquino
Personnel …………………………………………………………………………..Sharon Heil
Public Relations …………………………………………………….…Michelle Cameron
Stewardship ……………………….…open to a member of the congregation
Worship ……………………………………………………………………………Geof Gohlich
If you have any questions regarding any of the committees, please
reach out to the people indicated. In addition, ANY congregation
member can serve on any of the committees that interest them. If
interested, please contact Pastor Erin or the committee chair to volunteer.

A NOTE FROM A FORMER INTERIM PASTOR
It is with much pleasure that I share with our entire congregation a
note that was addressed to me and the people who assist me in the
creation of the newsletter. It reads as follows:
Dear MaryAnn, et al,
Ever since the 250th Anniversary Celebration (2013?) I’ve
been receiving, with warm appreciation, “Light from the Steeple”
and for some years have been intending to send along a small donation (to help with postage, etc.) AND to congratulate the editor
and colleagues for their faithful endeavors and excellent publication.
I think I remember hearing/reading a survey which found that
a low percentage of church members read even one article from
their national/denominational monthly magazine
- whereas 90 some percent read their congregation’s newsletter - from cover to cover - SO you
are read widely! :) Light from the Steeple is
very warm and “homey” - do you perchance
send an occasional copy to apparently unchurched residents of the area as community information - AND - a friendly invitation?
Anyhow, MaryAnn, thanks to you and to
ALL your faithful helpers.
Keith H. Barkley, Rev., retired
(Interim Pastor from Thanksgiving 1982
until mid March or April 1986)
On a personal note, I would like to thank you, Rev. Keith, for being
a faithful reader of our newsletter and for your kind donation you
sent to the church to defray the cost of postage for our monthly
publication. All of us here at FPCH appreciate your kind words and
your dedication to the reading of Light from the Steeple. We wish
you the best.

WHAT ARE THE DEACONS DOING?
BY: LORINDA RAVO

The Board of Deacons is delighted to welcome our newest
members: Janette Hendershot and Carol Miller and to welcome
back Justin Simmons and Pat Gohlich to another term.
We continue to support our Little Pantry on the front porch of
the chapel, and to provide clothing, free of charge, to those who attend the Free Community Dinners. We are gratefully accepting donations for both of those outreach ministries.
Speaking of donations, we so appreciate all
those who supported this year’s Souper Bowl of Caring. All the funds raised go to help the Deacons
fight hunger right here in our own community.
We were pleased to give Pastor Erin an album
to put the many, many cards,
letters and pictures she and her family received
as she began her ministry here in Hackettstown.
Keep an eye out for the order form for
Easter flowers-Easter will be here before you
know it, and also keep an eye out for information that will be coming about the spring clothing drive. As the weather gets warmer (soon, we hope!), and you
start to make room for warmer weather clothing, remember that we
are always accepting donations for the clothing drive. Did you know that you can drop
off your donation (in plastic trash bags, with
shoes in separate bags) anytime by using
the side door of the garage to access our
donation space?
As always, our Deacon Board is ready to serve you and the
community in all ways possible, so if you have any suggestions for
new missions you think we should consider, please reach out to us
at any time.

THANK YOUs FROM
OUR MEMBERS
Below are two notes of gratitude, one from Lorinda Ravo and one
fromPam and John Covert, who wish to extend a warm thank you to
the congregation:
To members of FPCH,
I can’t begin to thank you enough for the generous gift certificate to
Donaldson’s and even more generous words last month that
touched me so deeply. Serving this church has been a joy and an
honor and I am grateful for the abiding support of our church family. Al and I will put the gift certificate to good use in the spring as
we are landscaping part of our backyard when the weather warms
up. It doesn’t feel like I have enough words to convey my very
heartfelt thanks. You are all a blessing to me.
Lorinda
Dear Members and Friends of the First Presbyterian Church,
My husband and I would like to thank you for all your cards of Sympathy on the passing of my Dad James Opthof.
We appreciated the warm words
of comfort and support during
this difficult time.
Sincerely,
Pam & John Covert.

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING RAISES $422.00
BY: LORINDA RAVO

Many thanks to all who donated to our
Souper Bowl of Caring outreach last week. We
are very pleased to report that the Deacons
have received $422.00
from this fun project! At
their February meeting,
the Deacons discussed how
to use those funds to help
alleviate hunger right here
in the Hackettstown community. FPCH is proud
to to be one of the 300,000 individual groups
across the United States to have participated
last Sunday.

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY TO BEGIN SOON
Members of the congregation have been meeting on the second Wednesday of each month for Bible study under the direction of
Ryan VanOrden. He has been leading the way through the parables.
However, Bible study will go on hold and resume on May 11th since
we are entering the season of Lent.
Please keep an eye out for information in the Sunday bulletin
from Pastor Erin, who will begin a Lenten Bible study soon.
May you all enjoy this joyous season.

EASTER FLOWERS
In celebration of Easter on Sunday April 17, 2022
the Deacons are asking you to help fill the sanctuary with the colors of
spring by sponsoring a silk Easter flower.
Sponsorships are $5.00 per plant and may be In Thanksgiving for
anyone dear to you or In Memory of friends or family that have enriched your life.
Please make checks payable to The Deacons and mail to
First Presbyterian Church, c/o The Deacons, 298 Main St, Hackettstown
NJ 07840 or you may drop off your forms and payment in the church
mailbox.
All forms and payment must be received no later than Sunday,
April 3rd
Please return the bottom portion with your payment, if you need additional space you may use the back of this form or submit on an additional piece of paper, thank you!
————————————————————————————————————
Sponsor:_________________________________________________
In Memory of:
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
In Thanksgiving for:
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Plants Sponsored:__________ Amount Enclosed:______________
Have Questions? Need more information?
Gohlich @ 908.441.6251

Please contact Pat

40 Lenten Activities for Families
Obviously, the season of Lent is upon us, beginning with Ash Wednesday, and it
seems fitting that I should provide you with some meaningful (but easy) ideas for
the family to partake in during this holy season. Credit for these activities goes to
https://family.lovetoknow.com/family-activities/40-lenten-activities-families-

1. Create a Lenten Candle Wreath
or Cross
2. Make an Ash Wednesday Lenten
Scrapbook
3. Write in a Lenten Journal
4. Engage in a Shared Sacrifice
5. Have a Family Daily Devotion
6. Do Art Lenten Activities for Fam
-ilies
7. Try 40 Days of Giving
8. Create a Family Prayer Jar
9. Choose a Charity
10. Get Involved in Church Organi
-zations
11. Study the Life of Christ by
Reading the Gospels
12. Create a Lenten Calendar
13. Fill Mite Boxes, Rice Bowls, and
other Almsgiving
14. Have a Lenten Family Fast
15. Make Pretzels
16. Attend Special Lenten Church
Service
17. Take a Virtual Tour of
Jerusalem
18. Complete Lenten Crossword
Puzzles

19. Offer a Prayer and Kind Word
20. Donate an Article of Clothing
21. Study and Explore Desert as
Christ Did
22. Lessons in Self-Discipline
23. Study Religious Disciplines
24. Provide Pages to Color
25. Celebrate St Joseph's Day
26. Pursue Thoughtful Reflection
27. Have a Random Acts of Kind
-ness Day
28. Pray for Others
29. Sing Lenten Hymns
30. Do a Lenten Jigsaw Puzzle
31. Make No Negative Statements
32. Have a Day of Thankfulness
33. Make a Promise for Change
34. Practice the Art of Silence
35. Learn 14 Stations of the Cross
36. Bake Hot Cross Buns
37. Skip Meat on Fridays
38. Attend Church on Good Friday
39. Observe the Three Hours of
Agony
40. Observe Holy Saturday

When your family participates in Lenten activities for families, you can add
a depth of meaning to the Lenten season. The different activities your family enjoys create a strong spiritual bond that will grow over the years.
I hope you consider some or all of these moments during this Lenten season.

UNSCRAMBLE LENT
Directions: Unscramble each set of letters to make words
associated with Lent. Answers will be at the bottom of the
page.
1. PaSnd mylau
2. dMahyu Tadnrysu
3. vPossrea
4. entL
5. yoke eloW
6. ldaSt uoHyyar
7. ruTmidu
8. Foro ldGody
9. Wyyd nepdeaSs
10.osf ydtayr
11.yWs sAdenaehda
12.daytSranstEeu

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

A NOTE FROM OUR EDITOR
Welcome, Friends.
I am so pleased to bring this newsletter to you with a note
from our new Pastor, Erin Hayes-Cook. She is extremely excited to
be with us and has much enthusiasm to meet with each member of
the congregation throughout this journey. In addition, her message
about our spiritual renewal during this time of Lent is refreshing as
we begin to “fill our hearts to the brim” with Jesus’ message at this
time of year.
Please pay attention to the article about the heads of the
committees sponsored by the Deacons and and the Elders. If you
would like to discuss anything with your church leaders, or you
would like to volunteer to be a part of that committee please reach
out to them. Also note that we are in need of someone to lead the
Committee on Stewardship. Please see Pastor Erin if you feel that
you have been called to this mission.
Know that the Session has had a discussion about the lifting of
the masks at church. This decision will be contingent upon the
numbers recorded in Warren County as well as the decision of the
Presbytery. Although the Governor has left the decision to lift the
mask mandate in the schools effective March 7th, this is NOT a universal mandate. We will keep you updated.
If you can, please find it in your heart to sponsor a silk Easter
flower. The form is in this newsletter and is due by April 3rd. Any
questions, feel free to contact Pat Gohlich.
Kids, take note of the different activities I created for you (and
your family) to get you acquainted with the Lenten season. Enjoy
the word search and the unscramble puzzle, and try to take part in
some of the 40 Lenten activities.
Finally, take time to consider donating to our Little Pantry
which is visited quite frequently throughout the week. As always,
thank you for your generous donations.
Have a blessed day and I look forward to seeing you at church
on Sunday.
Yours in Christ,
MaryAnn Simmons

Answers: 1. Palm Sunday 2. Maundy Thursday 3. Passover 4.
Lent 5. Holy Week 6. Holy Saturday 7. Triduum 8. Good Friday
9. Spy Wednesday 10. forty days 11. Ash Wednesday 12. Easter
Sunday

