CONGRESS FREE RESPONSE
1. The use of the filibuster has changed over time.

a. Explain how the filibuster is used,

b. Explain 2 “dangers” of this to our political system.

2. Define what is meant by “political pork.”
Explain why pork is the “glue” that keeps Congress together.

3. Define each and explain how they are different or similar:

a. Speaker of the House and the President Pro Tempore

b. safe seat and marginal district

c. standing committee and conference committee

4. Onthe Back: Explain 3 significant actions that members of Congress can take to defeat the
passage of a bill



CONGRESS TEST SHORT ANSWER

1. Define each term and explain how they are different: Speaker of the House and President Pro Tem.

Speaker of the House:

President Pro Tem

2. Define each term and explain how they are different: standing committee and conference committee.

standing committee:

conference committee

3. Define each term and explain how they are different: trustee view of representation and the instructed-
delegate view of representation.

Trustee view:

Instructed delegate view:

4. Define each term and explain how they are different, providing an example of each: expressed powers and
implied powers.

expressed powers:

implied powers:



CONGRESS FREE RESPONSE
1. The use of the filibuster has changed over time.

a. Explain how the filibuster is used.

b. Explain 2 “dangers” of this to our political system.

2. Define what is meant by “political pork.”
Explain why pork is the “glue” that keeps Congress together.

3. The redistricting process has made representation in the House less democratic. Explain one
significant reason that would support this statement.

a. Explain one legal rule in the redistricting process.

b. Explain one reason why this statement can be true. (gerrymandering cannot be used in this answer)

4, Onthe Back: The power of political parties has grown in Congress. Describe 3 significant ways
that political parties influence the lawmaking (bill passing) process.
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%%&\ «~ Incumbents are generally reclected because they

a. have high name recognition.

b. can take advantage of government research staffs and
information.

c. have greater access to the media.

d. (all of the above)

“franking privilege” refers to the

a. ability of incumbents to be more “[rank” with the voters.
b. public's acceptance of a certain amount of political-speak
by the congress person the media.

c. right to free mailings.

d. (none of the above)

The term “gerrymandering” is used
a. when the party in control of the legislature draws lines

to enhance its own political fortunes.

b. when the party in control of the legislature draws lines
around racial districts.

¢. to refer to Supreme Court decisions regarding
redistricting.

d. when the governor of a state changes voting districts to

ensure reelection.

Redistricting of congressional constituencies occurs

a. whenever there is a major population shift.

b. whenever the state goverxnment calls for redistricting.
c. every ten years after each national census.

d. every twenty years regardless of population movement or

the national census.

The House of Representalives was expected to

a. reflect the popular will of the average citizen.
b. provide srability and continuity.

c. stem Lhe populist impulses of the majoritv

d. counter the intluence of state governments.

The power to confirm presidential nominations is that of the
a. House.

b. Senate.

¢. both House and Senate.

d. Supreme Court.

The direct election of Senators was established with the
a. signing of the Constitution.

b. addition ot the Bill of Rights.

c. Thirteenth Amendment.

d. Seventeenth Amendment..

The functions of Congress include
a.. representation.
b. law making
c. consensus building.
d. (all of the above)

The presiding officer in the House of Representatives is the
a. speaker.

b. president. pro tempore.

c. vice president.

d. leader of the loyal opposition.

1©. Individuals who help plan party strategy and

serve as the head

of the party in Congress are called .

a. whips.

b. majority and minority leaders.
c. committee chairmen.

d. rules chairmen.

/| . The job of “whip” is to

a. ensure members of the party support the party platform.
b. make certain all members of the party show up to vote on

specific items of party interests.
¢. serve as liaison between the house leadership of the party

and the rank-and-file.
d. reprimand individuals who behave in a less-than-honorable

way.

/. The Rules Committee performs its functions in the
a.

entire Congress.
b. House of Representatives.
c. Senate.
d. writing of committee rules.

/3. When compared to the House, the Senate

a. has more rules.

b. is less flexible.

c. is more prestigious.

d. has less time for debate.

\nﬁ The formal responsibility of president of the Senate belongs
to the

a. president pro tempore.
b. Vice President.

c. majbrity party leader.

d. senior member of the Senate.

{5- The xight to unlimited debate
a.

ib.

is found in the Senate but not the House.
b. is called the “filibuster.”
c. can be subject to cloture.
d. {(all of the above)

The extent to which a representative mirrors the

characteristic of the people he or she represents is called

i

(8.

q.

a. formal representation.

b. descriptive or demographic representation.

c. symbolic representation. N
d. substantive representation.

The job of a congressional) staff{ person is to

a. draft bills. .

b. conduct research.

¢. help build coalitions.

d. (all of the above)

Members of Congress generally vote

a. in response to constituent needs.

b. for what they believe will be best for the country.
c. with their party.

d. %: response to their own interests.

The role of interest groups and lobbyists in the legislative

process is to

a. provide information.

b. encouraqe the leyislator with financial incentives.
. organize opposition forces.

d. inform the public as to the legislator's activities.



20. The term of « Senator is
a.

two years.

b.. four years.
c. six years.’
d. eight years.

D._. 1f the full House debates a bill and passes il but it is
different from the Senate version, it must go to a

a, standing committee.
b. special comnittee.
¢. conference committee.
d. compromise committee.

Mp. The real work of Congress is said to be done in
a.

D..W. Permgnently
proposed legislat

full sessions of Congress.
b. the legislatox's home'.
c. conference with the President.
d. committee.

established legislative committees that review
jon and report bills and resolutions to their

chamber are called

a. standing committees.
b. special committees.
c. permanent committecs.
d. select committees.

bl. tntil recently, most committee chairs were selected on the
basis of

a. party loyalty.

b. seniority.

¢c. competence.

d. years in Congress.

D.m. Means of ._..cu.::.w:a the investigative function of Congress

includes

b

see whether their a9
Congress and conducting their programs ¢

3T:

Which of the following are major infl
make in the policymaking process?

a. gothering relevant facts.
b. forming special committees.
¢. holding hearings.

d. (all of the above)

The responsibility to question executive branch officials to
encies are complying with the wishes of the
fficiently is part of the

a. investigative function.
b. oversight function.

c. policing function.
d. appropriations and budgeting function.

on the decisions that bhers of Congress

{. constituenis’ views
1l. their party’s views
10}, their personal views

(A) 1only

(B) 1and il only
(C) 1l and I only
(D) 1and {(] only
® 1 11, and ill

bm <All of the following powers are granted to Congress in Artick: 1, section 8 EXCEPT:

{A) 10 lay and collect taxes

(B) 10 regulute intrastate ce
(C) to coin moncy

(D) to ercate federal courts

' () todectare war

a9. Altof the following arc characieristics of the House of Representatives EXCEPT:

(A) It initiates all revenue bills.

(B) T initiates impeachment procedurces.

(C) Representatives serve two-year lerms.,

(D) Represcntatives must be native-bor Americans.
(E) 1t has 435 members, as sct by law.

% _.i.o..:_-_ n.acvmanu of members of Congress that share the same interests, n?.:—ﬂo:n.
tics, or points of view are called

(A) clotures

(B) party commitices
(C) conventions

(D) iron triangles
(E) caucuses

31, What special power does the Constitution give to the House of Representatives that it
does not give to the Seaate?
(A) the right to approve presidential appoi
(B) the right 1o approve treaties with foreign countries
(C) the requirement that all bills of revenue originate in the House
(D) the right to override a presidential veto
(E) the power to form conference commitiecs

,wN. Suppose that a senator from Kansas supports a highway bill that will grant millions of
ao:»a. to his state to repair interstate highways. He hopes that this bill will ensure his
_do-on._o? 50 he sets up a meeting with a senator from New York, who supports a bill
that will preserve historic huildings in New York City. The two senators agree over
lunch that they will vote for both bills. What kinds of practices does their agreement
demounstratc?

1. pork-barrel legislating
1. logrolling

fil. gerrymandering

1V. filibustering

(A) lonly

(B) 1and Il only
(C) Wonly

AD) It and Tif only
(E) 1§ and 1V only
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Under the original U.S. Constitution, members of the
Sonate, unlike menthers of the House, were sclected by
a. direct clections.

b. the president.

c. state legislatores.

d. primary nunoffs.

Artcle §, Section 8, of the US. Constitution confers an
Congress all of the following powers except

a. the pawer to veto bills.

b, the power to collect taxes.

¢ the puwes to declare war

d. the power to establish courts.

The purpose of a filibuster is to

a. ensure that o)l sides of an issuc are heard.

b delay action in a jegistative body.

¢ protect majorily rule.

d. shift legisiative power 1o the Senate commitlecs.

The typical member of Congress is aln)

a. middleaged, white, Protestant businessiman.
older, white, Urotestant businessman.

alder, white, Catholic lawyer.
middle-aged, white, Protestant lawyer.

pow

A wmarginal district is onc in which

a. volers frequently change party affiliation.

b. the constitucncy is inade up of largely winority
gops

¢ the winner in an clection guts less than 55 percent of
the vote.

d. gerrymandering has produced a loosc affiliation of
interust groups.

Ww +  When docs reapportionment of seats in the House occur?

Hi.

A

a. whenever the total US. population increases by 5
percent

once vvery decade

whenever called for by the president

once every cemury

Lo F.

As a result of papulation changes reNected in the 1990
census, what regions of the country have gained seats in
the §louse?

a. southem and soathwestern states

b, ecastern and southern states

¢ northern and midweslern States

d. eastorn and westlern states

“Ihe purpose of creating majority-minority congressional

districts is o

3. make it casicr for majority citizens to elect majority
representatives.

h. make it casier for roinority citizens 0 clect minority
representatives.

c. allow minority ¢itizens lo choose their own voting
districls.

d. present majority citizens with an alternative voting
district.

The term suphomore surge rofers to lhe tendency of
a

_ reclected House members to gain key power

b.

(>
d.

positions.

the popularity of newly clected House members to
increase in their second year of office.

fresnman House members to be reelected.

newly elected House members 1o make foolish
(sophomoric} decisions on key votes.

I.D,. Legistators who think of themsel ves as delegates are
mast likely to
a. follow their constituents’ wishes closely-
b. do what they perceive is best.
¢ influence committees 10 vole the delegate’s position.
d. gather support from i BrOUp repr ives.

r*rw. In the Senate, the greatest power is in the hands of the
a. Speaker.
b. president pro tempore.
o minorily whip.
4. mwjority leader.

PT.*. Because they are usually the only ones that can report
out bills, the mest important commiltecs dre the
a. joint committees.
b. conference commitees.
¢ standing commitces.
d. sclect commitices.

H 9. A member of Congress who is inturosted in increasing
support for the aged would be best advised to
. a. makea speech about the difficulties of the aged.
b. send a newsletler to constituents describing the
difficultics of the aged.
¢ get her or his party t© state its concern about the
aged.
d. get the Hovse or Sunate to create a select committee
on the aged.

Lfp. According 10 the text, some scholars argue tiat
incumbents in Congress arc hard to defeat because of
2. their many years of experience.
b. their superior campaigning skills.
¢ the way their party supports themw.
A, the constilieney serviees of their steffs.

F: Which of the following uSF.Bn:.muso:::Eiza:mn
* pillin Congress is correct? ) )
a. Abill not passed doring the life of one Congress
cannot be introduced again during the next ﬁ.a:n?ﬂ
b. Bills are initiated by the president, not by Congruss.
o Abili not passed duriny, the lifeof onc Congress i$
dead.
d. Most bills introduced loday are private rather than
public bills.
Lpg . which of the following statements abowt rovenue bills is
correct?
a. They must originatc in the House.
b. They must originate in the Seuate.
e ‘They must originate wilh the president.

d. They can origmate in cither the Fouse or the Senate.

reicular bill, it is most useful to have 2
a. voice voteora division vote.
b. roll-cail vote or 2 teller vote.
c. roli-call vote or 2 division vote.
d. tcller voteora division volc.

v.“_& . Tofind outhow members of Congress voled ona
pa

Fy() , The cxplanation for congressional votingbehavier that
W ssumos members vote to please their constitucnts is
referred to a5
a. ?ﬁwﬂwﬁ:ﬁ_.wc:u—.
. conventional.
<. o.ﬁ-iﬁzo?.._,
4. attitudinal.



E'. The details of legislation arc usually worked out in

which of the following settings?

(A} A party caucus

(B) The majority leader's office
(C) The floor of the House

(D) Legislative hearings

(E) A subcommittee

2

Ty In the last thirty years, the single most important

variable in determining the outcome of an election
for a member of the House of Representatives has
been

(A) incumbency

(B) personal wealth

(C) previous political offices held in the district

(D) membership in the political party of the Presi-
dent

(E) positions on key social issues

63 The power of the Rules Committee in the House of
Representatives rests on its authority to

(A) choose the chairs of other standing committees
and issue rules for the selection of subcom-
mittee chairs _

(B) initiate all spending legislation and hold budgel
hearings

(C) place a bill on the legisiative calendar, fimit time

for debate, and determine the type of amend-
ments allowed

(D) determine the procedures by which nominations
by the President will be approved by the
House

(E) choose the President if no candidate wins a
majority in the electoral college

5%, Communication between congressional
© representatives and constituents occurs mainly
through :

(A)
(B)
(C)
(D)
E)

fﬁ The President’s veto power is accurately described
by which of the following statements?

I. A President sometimes threatens Lo veto a bill
that is under discussion in order to influence
congressional decision-making.

committee hearings

the media

the personal staffs of representatives

the federal bureaucracy

staff members of congressional committees

I1. A President typically vetoes about a third of the
bills passed by Congress.
I11. Congress is usually unable to override a Presi-
dent’s veto.
(A) Tonly
(B) IIl only

(C) I'and IIl only
(D) Hand Il only
(Ey I.1I, and HI

‘ ¢

The New York Public Library.

'SC The subject of the cartoon above that is no longer a
part of the American political system is the

(A} role of state legislatures in electing United
States senators

(B) role of money in influencing the outcome of an
election

(C) election of millionaires to the Senate

(D) high cost of running for the Senate

(E) role of special interests in campaigns for state
legislatures

A “cloture motion™ passed in the Senate does
which of the following?

57

(A) Returns a bill to committee.
(B) Cuts off debate on a bill.
(C) Criticizes a senator guilty of improprieties.
(D) Removes a President who has been
impeached by the House.
(E) Brings a bill directly to a vote without
S formal committee approval. ____
5% The boundary lines of congressional districts are
drawn by

(A) the United States House of Representatives
(B) the United States Senate
(C) United States district courts
(D) state governors
- (E) state legislatures
5‘1. In general, Congress is most likely to defer to
the President

(A) in the area of foreign policy
(B) in the area of fiscal policy
(C) in the area of social policy
(D) late in the President's term
(E) when the economy is strong



{0 “Pork barrel” legislation helps the reelection chances

bl

of a member of Congress because such legislation

(A) gives the member of Congress national standing
and coverage on national television news

(B) helps earn the member of Congress a reputation
for service to his or her district

(C) attracts campaign contributions from ideolog-
ical political action committces (PAC's)

(D) prevents other candidates from claiming that
the member of Congress is too liberal for his
or her district

(E) requires the member of Congress to travel
extensively

Which of the following has the miost influence on
the outcome of a congressional election?

(A) Local performance of a candidate’s party in
the presidential race

(B) A candidate’s incumbency status

(C) The amount of a candidate’s campaign
spending relative to that of his or her
opponent

(D) The level of support from local party leaders

(E) The level of voter turnout

(¥ A “Christmas Tree” bill

G2, All of the following are reasons incumbents in
the House of Representatives enjoy an electoral
advantage over challengers EXCEPT that
incumbents

(A) get substantial financial support from their
party’s national committee

(B) are better known to voters than are
challengers

(C) find it much easier to raise campaign funds
than do challengers

(D) can use staff members to do constituent
service

(E)  often serve on committees that enable them
to help the constituency

(2. Debate of a bill in the House of Representatives
under a “closed rule” means that

{A) the bill can only be amended by section
(B) debate on the bill will consist of five-minute
speeches, pro and con
(C) only senior members are allowed to participate
(D) amendments to the bill cannot be offered
! (E) the bill must be approved by two-thirds of the

House

(A) has non-germane amendments and is conimonly used in the Senate

(B) has non-germane amendments and is allowed only in the House

(C) has many amendments, but most are germane’

(D) is very detailed in what is required of bureaucratic agencies

(E) is usually supported by the majority party leadership, but not by the minority

63, Which of the following is the primary responsibility of Congress?

(A) enforcing the administrative decisions of the bureaucracy
(B) selecting the head of the executive branch of government

(C) policymaking

(D) enforcing decisions made in the executive and Jjudicial branches
(E) cooperating with interest groups



