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OUR MISSION  

TO SUPPORT CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILIES TO REALIZE  
THEIR POTENTIAL, HOPES AND DREAMS. 
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On behalf of Youth Advocate Services (YAS) I would like to 
thank you for your continuing support of our agency. Your 
patronage helps to advance our mission ñto support children, 
youth, and families to realize their potential, hopes and 
dreams.ò Through our Foster Care, Adoption, Help Me Grow 
Early Intervention, Help Me Grow Home Visiting, Early 
Childhood Mental Health, Home Based and School Based 
Mental Health Programs we have seen many lives changed 

for the better. 

The year of 2013 has been a full and exciting year for us at 
YAS. Every day, our Family Counselors, Clinicians, Home 
Visitors, and Service Coordinators are providing needed 
services and supports to over 1,399 children and families 
in the Central Ohio area. To help support the needs of foster 
youth in our community, YAS continues to successfully 
recruit, train, and license a number of new foster families. 
This year, YAS added 18 foster homes to our network. 
Additionally, YAS was able to provide 
placement for 169 foster youth in a YAS 
licensed foster home. These youth 
remained in care for an average of 7.9 
months, and the majority of them had a 
successfully planned discharge to their 
family, a kinship provider, host home, 
emancipation, or adoption. YAS 
celebrated our successes with our foster 
and adoptive families through two events 
this year. The first was in June at our 
Annual Foster Parent Banquet, where 
Inez Valentine was honored as our 
Foster Parent of the Year. We 
celebrated our families again in 
December during our Annual Snowflake 
Festival where guests enjoyed a holiday 
meal, gifts donated by our community 
through a giving tree at Members 1st 
Credit Union as well as Insight Global, 
holiday movies, holiday crafts, and 
pictures with Santa.  Additionally, 
Buckeye Community Health graciously 
donated 75 hams to give to our families 

during the holidays. 

In 2013, the Help Me Grow Home Visiting Program served 
218 children and their families in addition to the 474 clients 
served through the Help Me Grow Early Intervention Program. 
The YAS Help Me Grow Program continues to achieve high 
client satisfaction scores from its clients and has continued to 
provide high quality service throughout the year demonstrated 

by successful audits.  

 

The YAS Mental Health Program continues to partner with 
Columbus City Schools, Groveport Schools, and Whitehall 
City Schools. Currently, YAS Mental Health Clinicians are 
providing needed behavioral and mental health counseling to 
children in over 115 schools in Central Ohio serving 528 
students. Notably, YAS joined in a partnership with the 
Homeless Family Foundation at the Dowd Education Center 
to bring counseling services to the after school program. 
Additionally, YAS continues to be a Qualified Provider of 
Home-based and Independent Living Services to the 

department of Youth Services.    

In 2013, YAS was awarded a grant through CRESH, Center 
for Research in Emotional and Social Health, to implement an 
evidenced-based social skills group for high functioning 
autistic youth age 8-13, or youth struggling with social 
communication issues. The initial group demonstrated huge 
success in improving communication skills, reading social 

cues accurately, how to deal with 
bullies and establishing friendships. 
This project specifically targeted 
bullying prevention, social skills, 
emotional literacy and social and 
emotional learning. Due to their great 
success, these groups will continue 

to be offered at YAS in 2014. 

The major fundraiser this year was 
our 3rd Annual Youth Advocate 
Services All-Class Car, Truck & 
Motorcycle Show presented by Rifeôs 
Autobody. This event was judged a 
success by sponsors, participants 
and spectators and helped raise 
over $12,000 for the children and 
families served by our agency. This 
event was held at the Grandview 
Yard on Bobcat St., which is where 
the 4th Annual Show will be held on 

September 21, 2014. 

The goal of Youth Advocate Services 
is to continue to make a difference in our community by 
strengthening families, which are the core of our community. 
Our vision is to improve every life we serve by putting 
customer service and quality care above all else. We are so 
grateful to all of our friends for your support of our efforts 
promoting positive futures. You truly help to make our mission 
and vision possible. May peace and good prosperity bless 

you in 2014. 

Best regards,  

 Tracey Izzard  

Dear Friends and Colleagues,  

TRACEY IZZARD  
MA, MBA, LPCC-S, LICDC-SC, LSW  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

          WE PROVIDE  
OPPORTUNITIES AND  
RESOURCES TO BOTH 
YOUTH AND THEIR  
FAMILIES THROUGH  

INNNOVATIVE PROGRAMS 
AND SERVICES.  

 

ULTIMATELY, WE GO THE 
EXTRA MILE TO HELP 

STRENGTHEN FAMILIES 
AND THEIR ABILITY TO 

MEET THEIR NEEDS. 

A  MESSAGE FROM OUR  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

ϝϝϝ   
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YOUTH ADVOCATE SERVICES (YAS) IS A NATIONALLY ACCREDITED, 

STATE-CERTIFIED, 501(C)(3), NON-PROFIT CHILD/FAMILY CARING 

AGENCY WHO HAS SERVED THOUSANDS OF CHILDREN AND 

FAMILIES SINCE 1978.  

For 36 years, Youth Advocate Services (YAS) has believed in the premise 
that all children, and especially those who are vulnerable or at-risk, should 
live in a family-centered, caring and nurturing home. As the oldest 
therapeutic foster care program in Ohio, YAS has provided high-quality 
treatment foster care, while working collaboratively with other child serving 
agencies to develop and implement a community support system for 

families.  

YAS is proud to provide: 

¶ Mental health and behavioral health services to children and families 
through a holistic, wrap-around approach; 

¶ Coordination services for families with children ages birth to three and 
links them with resources through the Help Me Grow programs; 

¶ Respite and emergency care for children who must leave their families 
temporarily; and 

¶ Family support, home-based and school-based programs to prevent 

the need for children to be placed away from home. 

YAS is located at 825 Grandview Avenue, one block north of the Grandview 
Avenue Exit off of I-670. The YAS location provides state of the art facilities 
with a large training space and opportunities for foster parents, children, 
families and staff to grow and develop. It enables YAS to continue and build 
on its tradition of serving thousands of children and families in our 

community each year.  

OUR PHILOSOPHY  
YAS APPLIES INNOVATIVE THINKING ALONG WITH EVIDENCE-BASED 

PRACTICES TO PARTNER WITH CHILDREN AND FAMILIES IN ORDER 

TO IDENTIFY AND TREAT THEIR NEEDS. YAS INCORPORATES A 

PREVENTATIVE PHILOSOPHY INTO ITS MODEL WITH THE INTENTION 

OF STRENGTHENING CHILDREN AND FAMILIES IN THEIR NATURAL 

ENVIRONMENT, WHILE DECREASING THE NEED FOR MORE 

RESTRICTIVE OR OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENTS.  

OUR VISION  
IN ORDER TO IMPROVE EVERY LIFE WE SERVE, 

YOUTH ADVOCATE SERVICES DEDICATES ITSELF TO A 

CULTURE THAT PUTS CUSTOMER SERVICE AND 

QUALITY CARE ABOVE ALL ELSE.  

OUR VALUES  
WE BELIEVE THE FAMILY IS AN  

INSTITUTION.  

WE BELIEVE ALL CHILDREN HAVE THE 

RIGHT TO BE IN A SAFE, SECURE, FAMILY-

CENTERED ENVIRONMENT.  

 

WE BELIEVE THAT SOUND, CULTURALLY 

COMPETENT, CLINICALLY RELEVANT 

SERVICES SHOULD BE AVAILABLE AND 

EASILY ACCESSIBLE TO CHILDREN AND 

FAMILIES.  

 

WE BELIEVE THE SHORT TERM 

INTERVENTIONS WE PROVIDE SHOULD  

FOCUS ON PROMOTION OF HEALTH, 

WELLNESS, AND SELF-SUFFICIENCY OF 

FAMILIES. 

 

WE BELIEVE IT IS IMPORTANT TO USE 

PLACEMENT ONLY AS TREATMENT FOR 

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES.  

WHO WE ARE & WHAT WE BELIEVE  
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OUR PROGRAMS & SERVICES  
2013 PROGRAM POPULATION  

MENTAL HEALTH CLIENTS 

HELP ME GROW CLIENTS 
EARLY INTERVENTION 

HELP ME GROW CLIENTS 
HOME VISITING 

FOSTER CARE CLIENTS 

TOTAL CLIENTS SERVED  *GENDER DATA DOES NOT 

 INCLUDE HELP ME GROW 

* AGE DATA DOES NOT INCLUDE HELP ME GROW, AS HELP ME GROW SERVES 100% AGE 0-3 

WHITE  

BLACK / AFRICAN 
AMERICAN  

HISPANIC  

OTHER  
INCLUDES ALASKAN, 

NATIVE & ASIAN  

*RACE DATA DOES NOT 

 INCLUDE HELP ME GROW 

* DIAGNOSIS DATA DOES NOT INCLUDE HELP ME GROW 

*OTHER Includes reoccurring diagnosis:  
Sleep disorders, Eating Disorders, Autism, 
Learning Disabilities, Intermittent Explosive 
Disorder, Obsessive Compulsive Disorder,  
Enuresis       

AGES  

DIAGNOSIS  


