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Bells

https://youtu.be/-6qZ9A6GFik

Announcements
Prelude:

"Love Is Here"
Gregory Norbet and Mary Callahan
https://youtu.be/Q311aPwKF58

Call to Worship:

Martha Morse
Rosemary Dawson

One: Clap your hands, all you peoples;
Shout to God with louds songs of joy.
All: God is ruler over all the earth.
Christ is made head over all things for the church.
One: Gather to know the immeasurable greatness of God.
Exalt the One who grants us revelation and power.
All: We come expecting great things.
We wait with hope on the promises of God.
One: In God’s time, the Holy Spirit will come to you.
You will be empowered as faithful witnesses.
All: We are here to learn about all that Jesus did.
We are eager to follow all that Jesus taught.
Hymn:

You Servants of God
https://youtu.be/AqdGw7qTSlU

Gathering Prayer

Martha Morse

We enter into worship today, O God, with great joy. You have gathered us as your
faithful community and directed us as your witnesses in the world. Open the eyes of our
hearts to your word for us today, and lift us up with a clearer vision of what is to be.
Grant us hope, wisdom and courage as we seek the empowering presence of your Spirit
among us. Anoint our labor and our testimony, that the world may know your good
news. We wait on you in faith. Amen.
Gloria Patri

https://youtu.be/OLz3R1hnUjs

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, reign without end. Amen, amen.
Scriptures
Ephesians 1:15-23

Martha Morse

15

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17 I pray that the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation
as you come to know him, 18 so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what
is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the
saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to
the working of his great power. 20 God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but
also in the age to come. 22 And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head
over all things for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

Acts 1:1-11
1

Rosemary Dawson

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the
day when he was taken up, after he had given commandment through the Holy Spirit to the
apostles whom he had chosen. 3 To them he presented himself alive after his passion by many
proofs, appearing to them during forty days, and speaking of the kingdom of God. 4 And while
staying with them he charged them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of
the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me, 5 for John baptized with water, but before many
days you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
6
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the
kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the
Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to

the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said this, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and
a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold,
two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking
into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as
you saw him go into heaven.”
Special Music

Sermon

"Be Thou My Vision"
Irish traditional, Arr. Joel Raney
https://youtu.be/9RG9xWdXa6c
“Wait For It”

What are you waiting for? Some of you may have been waiting for the sermon to start. Some of
you may be waiting for the sermon to end? Some of you may be waiting for outdoor services to
return. And some of you are eagerly waiting to sing together again. Life seems to be filled with
waiting. We wait for babies to be born. We wait to go to school and we wait to graduate. We
wait to get a job, and we wait for the day we can retire. We wait to marry, start a family, buy or
sell a house. We wait for the microwave to beep, we wait to join zoom meetings, we wait for
amazon deliveries.
Covid 19 has made us experts at waiting. And we don’t like it. We are an impatient people, so
much so that we have created instant mashed potatoes, one minute microwave brownies, and 5G
broadband. So when we hear in the gospel today – WAIT, we may not be so happy. And there
are good reasons to resist that word. It has been 2000 years since Jesus came among us. 3300
years since God established his covenant on Sinai. 4000 years since Abraham walked with God.
It is 200,000 years since homo sapiens first appeared in Africa, 4.5 billion years since the earth
was formed, and 13.7 billion years since creation began in the Big Bang. When God says wait
and ‘not long now’ we really have to wonder just what that means.
Yet waiting is vital to our Christian lives. We imagine waiting as sitting in a doctor’s office
flipping through old magazines. But that is not the waiting that Christ is talking about. This
waiting is a hopeful expectation, an anticipated and anticipating pause before a significant event.
Think of Abraham waiting for a child, the Hebrews waiting for freedom. Think of Israel waiting
to enter the promised land, the nation waiting through the exile, and all God’s people waiting for
the Messiah.
In all that waiting something special and powerful occurred. People’s faith and relationship with
God was deepened, their character was shaped, their identity established and their purpose
clarified. We don’t like to wait, yet waiting is sometimes what God calls us to do; and through
waiting we are prepared for our mission. When Christ said ‘wait’ he also said that when the time
and the power came, they would become witnesses from one end of the earth to the other. Now
that is some mission!
My husband, Greg, spent years in the military, an organization known for ‘hurry up and wait.’
When he went to Airborne School he spent a month sitting in fields listening to drill sergeants,
learning about parachutes, running around exercise courses, practicing jumps and drops and

rolls. Then the day came when the troop was loaded on a plane – and they waited. Wait for the
green light, wait for the command ‘go, go, go.’ Run out the plane, pull the cord, and on the
ground in 30 seconds. Bravo! But it never could have happened without that month of ‘hurry up
and wait.’
Sometimes, here at TCC, we seem to be in a time of waiting; not just because of Covid, but
because we are in the midst of God’s time of discernment. And yes, discernment is waiting;
waiting on God’s plan and purpose and direction. It’s sometimes annoying, sometimes tiring,
and sometimes busy with necessary work. But it is essential that this is a time of waiting on
God, of listening, learning, practicing and testing.
The good news is this is very much how the disciples responded to Jesus’ words ‘wait for the
promise of the Father.’ They were in a hurry too. “Is it now Lord, are you going to restore the
Kingdom of Israel today?” And in a very gracious way Jesus said ‘not yet’. And you won’t
know when.” But in the meantime, you have a mission. And for today you need to wait for the
promise of the Father, so that you can achieve that mission.
So how did the disciples wait for the promise of God, how did they wait for the coming of God’s
Spirit? The rest of Acts tells us; they gathered together- with a singularity of purpose, they
joined together in prayer – seeking God’s way, they studied Scripture - to clarify their faith and
deepen their relationship with God. They waited in hope, knowing and seeking the promise of
God- the empowerment of the Holy Spirit. And they were not disappointed.
The good news is that waiting never lasts. God’s plan is not to sideline his people but to prepare
them for his new purpose. This time for us is a call to seek and pray, study and search, explore
and practice, stand together and support each other as we await the promise of God.
May all our waiting be blessed. Amen.
Hymn

Your Servants Come This Hour
https://youtu.be/DPDWa_5aJ0k

Joys and Concerns
As you meet with God in prayer, please lift up the joys and concerns shared through the
Trumpet Blast. God is eager to be your help and strength, to listen to you and meet your
needs. Prayer is a gift we can always use. If you would like the church to pray for you please
contact pastor Rosemary or Michele Lawler.
Prayers of the People
Holy God, with eager hearts we await your reign. In your word we have heard your
promises, in Christ we have seen your faithfulness, and through your Spirit we have felt your
abiding presence. Yet we continue to cry out “is it now Lord, now will you…” We want to
see your day come and our dreams fulfilled. We want your goodness and peace to fill the

earth. We also know we have our part to play in your good will. And so we come now to you
asking for your grace as we await your lead.
We pray for your church and for this congregation. We ask for an outpouring of the Spirit to
refresh us and fill us with hope. We ask for your guidance and wisdom as we wait for and
prepare ourselves for your new purpose. And most of all we ask the strength to do the work
you have for us, here and now.
We pray for all the leaders of our world. Grant them wisdom, patience and courage as they
seek to accomplish your ways of justice and peace among the nations. And we pray for all
who are suffering today. Grant your hope to the disheartened and your strength to the weary.
Grant also your healing to the sick, your comfort to the mourning, and your aid to the needy.
We especially lift up…. and we thank you for…. And may we, who know your favor, be
empowered to serve you among all our neighbors, near and far.
We praise you, O God, for your all your goodness and mercy towards us, through Jesus Christ
who taught us to pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response

https://youtu.be/lAivVHv_mbc

Offering
We are called to live as witnesses to God’s love for us in Jesus Christ. Our rich and amazing
blessings are meant to be shared with those in our community and throughout the world. May
our generous gifts praise God and serve as a testimony to the wonders of Christ.
May our offerings proclaim you, O Christ, as head of the church and the inspiration of our
lives. Empower our ministries with the fullness of your Spirit so that we may be inclusive in
our love and effective in our service. Use these gifts, and our lives, for your good purposes
and to the praise of your glory. Amen.
Doxology

https://youtu.be/5I7PEGUPAXQ
(choose the one that is best for your faith)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Hymn

God of Grace and God of Glory
https://youtu.be/mzxu3lElMgc

Common Commission
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which
is good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the fainthearted, supporting the
weak, helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Benediction
Go now into the world
May God’s power be at work in you, doing far more than we dare to ask or image,
so that you may always bring glory to God. Ephesians 3:20-21 adj
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.
Postlude

"Peace"
Gregory Norbet and Mary Callahan
https://youtu.be/S9mxYUnw0og
*******
Music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker

