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GOD IS TRYING TO CATCH OUR ATTENTION
We know that much of prayer is simply paying attention. A prayerful person learns how to tune
in more and more to the details of daily life and notice where the Divine is showing up.
Sometimes, though, God steps in and tries to catch our attention. It’s not that God is coercing
us -- divine love always respects our freedom of will. But there are situations in which we may
be unable to pay attention:
We are emotionally in upheaval and the energy we would use to be attentive is being
diverted.
We are blocked in some way from perceiving the truth of a situation so our vision is skewed
and cannot give us the information we need.
We are so strongly focused on one thing; a goal, a need, or a fear, that something must pull
us away before we can see anything else.
In such times as these, God uses divine creativity to reach us.
God uses our intense emotion to pull us toward compassion and comfort. It may be that my
other defenses can be breached only when my emotions overwhelm me. Then, in my
grief or anger or trauma, I touch upon a truth or a bit of reality that I had avoided
before.
A person steps into our path, and God can speak through him or her. That person could be
a stranger, or it could be a three-year-old.
We encounter an event that shakes us up and pulls us out of our tunnel vision.
It could be a tragedy or disaster in which we work with others for the common good. It
could be a few moments of ecstatic beauty, or humor while we stand in the check-out
line.
God tries to catch our attention not because God is irritated with us and so must give us a
divine version of “a smack upside the head.” God tries to catch out attention because God
understands how life and our own internal turmoil can get in the way of our progress. So the
divine hand parts a curtain and gives us a better glimpse. Or mercy surprises us, or we
become able to cry and finally say an honest prayer.
This we must remember: God acts toward us in mercy, kindness, and an invitation.
So when God manages to get our attention, we need not feel ashamed or rebuked.
Simply say, ”Thank you- I needed help with that! I’m glad I’m not alone in this
business of transformation.”
Your companion on the journey in prayer and love,
Nancy+

Warden's World
Last Sunday Reverend Nancy included Jesus’ first miracle at the wedding in Canaan in her
sermon. She included the statement about not placing new wine in old wine skins. A few
hours later, the Parish elected Wardens and Vestry for 2019. The slate included three new
members for Vestry: members who had not served in that capacity at Trinity. This is
important, not only that we are obtaining new commitments but that we are hopefully
renewing our old wine skins.
In my Warden’s Annual Report and again during my verbal comments, I mentioned that most
of Trinity’s success over the past two years has been an extremely competent and dedicated
Vestry to assist and bolster the new beginnings brought by Reverend Nancy. The continuity
and history provided by this group allowed our new Priest to concentrate on creating a new
spirit and not being concerned with the everyday function of the Parish.
In fact, that is the new approach to Parish structure. Allow the laity to do what they do best
and the Priest to concentrate on what they are called by God to do.
However, as the Parish evolves, so must the leadership. The Wardens, Vestry, and Congregation must be open and willing to new ideas and directions. The Church welcomes new ideas
from the new additions to the Parish family and Vestry. Something can be said for not knowing
why certain things will not work.
Over the past few years the Diocese has presented the notion of Fresh Expressions. I have
heard a new Parishioner speak of a need to Market. Many of the Non-Old-Line Churches call it
Evangelism. Our Presiding Bishop Michael Curry likes the term the “Episcopal Branch of the
Jesus Movement.” They all call for us to live where Love is the Way. How? Always meditate
before any statement or action on the life and teachings of Jesus. This will allow us to not be
stuck in the past but to imagine what can be achieved in the future.
Peace,
Jim

Begin your day by asking: How could my
words, actions and heart reflect the loving,
liberating, life-giving way of Jesus? Ask
God to help you, especially at decision
points.
At day’s end, with genuine curiosity and zero judgment, ask:
When did I see myself or others being loving, liberating or lifegiving today?
Where do I wish I’d seen or practiced Jesus’ Way?
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News to Know
February Birthdays
Pat Marchal (2/3), Kyle Duchak (2/3),
Rita Naegele (2/5), David Duchak (2/10),
Sheri Duchak (2/12), Gene Long (2/13),
Marina Shaw (2/16), Ed Hardin (2/19),
Priscilla Stull (2/22)

FORMATION
9:30 am-10:15 am Sunday mornings in the Education wing
Multi-level program – all ages 3-8 traditional Sunday school
8-14 youth formation and confirmation class
Feb. 24, 5 p.m. at Trinity
Youth group with First United Church of Christ youth.
This will be an organizational meeting
Watch the mail, website, and Facebook for more information about
reception and confirmation in the Episcopal Church for adults.

BOOK STUDY ON TUESDAYS 11-12:30 pm:
We are exploring Bishop Michael Curry's book The Power of Love
(Sermons, Reflections, & Wisdom to Uplift & Inspire).
We meet in the Workman Lounge. Books still available.
All are welcome!
SUNDAY FORUM MEETS AT 9:15 IN THE WORKMAN LOUNGE
We have missed 2 weeks in January because of winter weather.
No more excuses---Sunday Forum will meet this week!
We promise a warm room and good conversation.
Join us around the table---
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UPDATES and PRAYERS
Please keep Phyllis Donahoe, sister of Clyde Tipton and Clyde's family in your
prayers. Clyde died in Hospice Care at Upper Valley Medical Center on January 23,
2019. He was 98 years old.
Joanne Gamblee is at Upper Valley Medical at this time. Her health is fragile and she
is sleeping a lot. She does like to see her Trinity friends. Please keep her in your
prayers.

THERE ARE A LOT OF COLDS AND ILLNESS
THIS TIME OF YEAR.
If you are suffering and need help of any kind (pastoral visit, a
meal, transportation to doctor), please let us know.
Call Rev. Nancy at 937-232-1587.

TRINITY OUTREACH
Sock It to Me! is back!
The Outreach Committee is collecting socks for the homeless
shelter again in the month of February. Please deposit men's,
women's, and kids' sock in the box for that purpose found by
the side door beginning February 3 and ending February 24.

February Craft Day will be February 16 (3rd Saturday of
each month) from 10:00-12:00. We will continue to work on lap
quilts for homebound. All are welcome!

The Altar Guild is looking for new members.

It is a wonderful and quiet ministry preparing the altar for worship
and mostly behind the scenes. If you are interested, please
contact one of our members, Sherry Conard, Pat Marchal, Carole
Van Osdol, Phyllis Donahoe, Rita Naegele, Mary Siegel, Jo Stull,
or Char in the office.
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In Other News . . .
Thank You's:
We received "Thank You's" from St. Matthew Episcopal Church for our Outreach donation to Partners-InMinistry-In-Liberia and also from Partners In Hope for our donation from Outreach.
Partners in reports that they were able to serve 115 families and 250 children during Christmas.
● Each child ages 0-12 received 3 presents based on the gifts Jesus received of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh
● Each child ages 13-17 received a $40 gift card to Walmart or Kohl's.
● Each child ages 1-5 received a voucher for a free pair of shoes donated by the Troy Rotary Club.
● Each child received a book donated by Altrusa.
● Each family received a dozen cookies, a ham, toiletry-filled bag, and stocking stuffers.
● Each family also received a raffle ticket to try to win one of the larger donated items.
In order to create a partnership with families seeking help, the families served were responsible again
this year to either do volunteer work or make a small monetary contribution in order to participate in the
Christmas Shop. Monetary contributions of $1000 were donated back into the community to First Place
Food Pantry. In this way, families will experience the joy of watching their children open the gifts they
chose and secured for them from their own efforts.

January 27, 2019
With a quorum present, Trinity Episcopal Church held its Annual Meeting following the 10:30 A.M.
service on January 27, 2019 in the Parish Hall. The Rev. Nancy Hardin opened with a prayer at noon.
Minutes from last year were reviewed and approved, with Phyllis Donahoe moving to approve, Nancy
Blair seconding, and the motion carried.
Jim Beerbower stated this year has been a great one in terms of vestry cooperation and productivity.
Meetings were effective and to-the-point, meeting and dismissing in a timely fashion.
Elections for the Vestry, Wardens, and Convention Delegates for the 2019 year were conducted, with the
Nominating Committee submitting the following:
James Beerbower
Dave Cobb

Senior Warden
Junior Warden

For three-year Vestry Terms:
Jenny Anticoli
Brent Brazelton
Kathleen Kirsch

Returning for two remaining years:
Dale Perrault
Deborah Kappers

Returning for one remaining year:
George Gutermuth

Leaving the Vestry, but agreeing to remain until the end of May 2019 in order to provide transition:
Carole Cobb
Evanthia Owen
Susan Beerbower
Nancy Blair moved and George Gutermuth seconded that all recommendations be approved by universal
acclamation, and the motion carried unanimously.
Copies of the complete Annual Meeting Minutes can be found on the table at the east door of the church.
Thank you, Millie Woryk, for taking the minutes.
Thank you to the Fellowship Committee for providing lunch.
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Our long-time Prayer Ministry coordinator, Mary Weaver, has moved to Suwanee
Georgia to live with her daughter. I don't exactly know how long Mary has coordinated
the Prayer Ministry. I have been at Trinity over fifteen years now and she was handling
this important ministry when I came. Mary also provided an inspirational reading each
month that was also sent to the committee members for their reflection and prayers.
This past year Mary asked to be removed from her duties. We owe her a special prayer of thanks for her
long and unfailing commitment to this ministry. If you would like to contact Mary, the address is: 6756
Fairfield Trace, Suwanee GA 30024, 1657.
If anyone would like to take up this ministry - to head the committee and monitor changes that need to
be made, please let Rev. Nancy know. This ministry will continue as it is so very important. It does not
take up a lot of time. The office or committee chair receives requests and the office passes these on to
the Prayer Committee. Changes are made to those serving on Vestry each year. The prayers listed on
the 2nd page are updated and keep current with changes at Trinity, the community, and the world.
Periodically we put the first page of the listing in Topics for updates for removals, additions, etc.
Please let Char if anyone is listed that should be removed
as their health or concern has improved, or if the loved one has died.

PRAYER MINISTRY FOR FEBRUARY 2019
IN OUR PRAYERS....

(For our parish family in need of healing

Jo Stull, Ralph Naegele, Bill Stull, Nancy Blair, Angela Stull, Brenda Sleeper, Phil Harbaugh, Priscilla Stull,
Diana Bodenmiller, Chester Howes, Joanne Gamblee, Paul Sarber.
FAMILY AND FRIENDS
MARY CHRISTINE AMSDELL, daughter of Marge Neal
LYNN BARRETT, sister-in-law of Jo Stull
BEV AND SANDY, friends of Joanie Gutermuth
CAROL BURT, friend of Cyndy Burt
RON BURTON, husband of a friend of Jo Stull
DEMANDA, former student of Jo Stull
GLORIA CONARD, sister-in-law of Sherry Conard and
friend of Trinity
THE DAVIS FAMILY, relatives of the Gutermuths
JENNIFER DILWORTH, daughter of Nancy Blair
ELLEN, friend of Becky Daffner
LYNN ERTEL, Granddaughter of Priscilla Stull
THE GILBERT FAMILY, friends of the Gutermuth family
KATIE HARMON, daughter of Mary Siegel
JEFF HEYL & FAMILY, brother of Jill Kraynek
SONIA HOLYCROSS FAMILY, friend of Trinity
ANN HOWARD, mother of Rev. Nancy Hardin
LAERKE JOHNSEN, friend of Mary Siegel
KAYLA, granddaughter of friends of the Salyers
ALONY KHRIPUNOVA, daughter of Natasha
KIRSCH, Laura and Kevin, son and daughter-in-law
of Kevin and Kathleen Kirsch
HARRY KNIGHT, friend of Brian Wilgus
THOMAS LAWRENCE, grandson of Deacon Stephanie
HOLLY LINTON, daughter of Barbara Spencer
HOLLY MAJEWSKI, sister-in-law of Cyndy Burt
MARILYN MCCONAHAY, cousin of Nancy Blair

SANDY McATEE, sister of Rita Naegele
DIRK NAEGELE & FAMILY, son of Ralph and Rita
Naegele
JEFF NAEGELE & FAMILY, son of Ralph and Rita
Naegele
SHARON PAUL, friend of Nancy Blair
ANA PAULA, friend of Dan and Joan Swank
ED PETTY, friend of Trinity
PHYLLIS, friend of Jim and Brenda Sleeper
LORRIE RILEY, niece of Sunny Swanson
HUGH ROBERTS AND FAMILY (ESPECIALLY CONLEY)
brother of Joan Swank
ANN RODRIQUEZ, sister of Mary Siegel
DAN SCHMIDT, father of Robert Schmidt
JANE SCHMIDT, mother of Robert Schmidt
ISABELLA SHERWOOD, granddaughter of Mary Siegel
PAUL STIEFEL, father of Cheryl Stiefel-Francis
MARK and GERALDINE SWANSON, son and daughterin-law of Sunny Swanson
RUTH TROMBLEY, mother of John Trombley
BECKY WEBER, sister-in-law of Char McClure
KATHY WEBER, sister-in-law of Char McClure
NOEL, NATHAN & STANLEY WEBER, brothers of Char
McClure
KAREN WOODSON, friend of Pat Marchal & Carole Van
Osdol
STEVEN WORYK, step son of Millie Woryk
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ON THE CALENDAR WEEKLY
SUNDAYS:
CHRISTIAN FORMATION:
SUNDAY FORUM:
WORSHIP:
TUESDAYS:

9:30 AM
9:15 am
10:30 am

Rite II

11:00 am 12:30 AM

WEDNESDAYS:

Book Study in the Workman Lounge

7:00 pm Celtic Evening Prayer:
A quiet time of reflection may be just what you need in the
middle of the week. Following the service we gather in fellowship

ON THE CALENDAR MONTHLY
Feb. 3

(1st Sunday of each month)
* Loose Plate Offering designated for the Discretionary Fund. Donations
accepted any time: CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE OUT TO: TRINITY CLERGY
DISCRETIONARY FUND. (There is a separate account in which the funds are deposited.)
* Healing Prayers

Feb. 6

(1st Wednesday for January)
6-9:00 pm Pranic Healing Clinic in the Education Building. Call Marina Shaw,
(937-492-0407) for more information.

Feb. 7

(First Thursday of each month)
4:30 pm
Torrence Medical Fund Committee
(2nd Sunday of each month)

Feb. 10

12:00 pm

Worship Committee Meeting

Feb. 11

10:30 am
7:00 pm

Building and Grounds Meeting
Vestry Meeting

Feb. 19

5:00 pm

Twilight Quilters — open to all.

Fridays at Bakehouse
Rev. Nancy invites you to join her from 11 am -12:00 pm at
BakeHouse Bread Company on the Square
This is an opportunity to meet with Rev. Nancy on an informal basis, to talk to
her about any concerns, ideas, or to just share some time and a delicious Bake
-House snack or lunch. Please call the office before you head out to be sure
she hasn't been called away and can't be there. 937-232-1587
Rev. Nancy:
Email: Rectortec@trinitytroyohio.org / NHardin62@gmail.com
Church Office: 937-335-7747
Website: www.trinitychurch@trinitytroyohio.org
Email: trinitychurch@trinitytroyohio.org
8:30 am - 1:00 pm Mon-Fri., 10:00 am-12:30 pm on Sat.
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