One of the hardest questions we face as human beings is, 


“When do I quit?”  



Whether that is for an all you can eat buffet 



or caring for a friend that is hurting themselves and us, 




the question haunts us.  

In Hosea today, 


we hear why.  

Being made in the image of a loving God 


means that we are hard wired to not give up,



especially on those we love.  


We will go beyond our preset notions 



as long as there is hope and a chance.  


We will endure pain and trials with others, 



if it means there is a chance of a restored relationship on the other side.  

Chapter 14 is that hope springing eternal.  


Which seems odd at first, 



as we have spent our time in Hosea 




first hearing of Gomer 




and her children's position to Hosea in chapters 1-3, 





as they were named “Jezreel, 





Not loved, 





and Not My People.”


We have then spent chapters 4-13 



hearing why Israel has earned those names 




from its loving husband and father.  



The priests, 



the kings, 



the government was moving away from the Lord.  



The people were following the lead of their mother.  




Wooing them with love had not worked yet, 





so punishment was the next option.  

That may sound weird.  


If you don't respond to my love, 



punishment or separation is next, 


but that is how relationships often work.  

Back in my days of dating, 


I remember pursuing a partner wholeheartedly, 



sometimes even dating for a bit 



and deciding it was not working.  

In that separation,


 or maybe when they pursued other guys, 



they realized that I was not so bad after all.  


The time apart 



helped bring clarity to them.  


Unfortunately, 



it had also brought clarity to me as well, 




so the relationships did not resume on that level again.  

But in those dating scenarios, 


the previous covenant was missing.  

For our relationship with God, 


whether as his bride 


or as his children, 



it is there.  


The unfathomable love is there.  

So God has plans to resume the relationship 


after the time apart.  

In reality, 


the relationship never stopped.  



We just thought it was other lovers, 



others sources 




providing what God has been providing all along.  

But there is the ability to experience all that was intended in the relationship, 


when we fully give ourselves to the relationship.

Another way of thinking of where we are at today 


is either waiting for a loved one to get out of prison 


or something we can all probably relate to, 



waiting until guidelines on mask wearing 




and social distancing are no more.  

Eva and Esme's relationship with their grandparents have continued in the past year, 


the love is still there, 



but neither set has physically touched their grandchildren in close to a year, 



with no plans still currently on the calendar to do so.  


I know many of you also have a thousand hugs stored up for them.  



When the way is clear, 



when the relationship is made whole again, 




those can be unleashed upon them.

Israel is suffering under the deadly virus of sin. 


 The vaccine is spelled out in the first three verses of chapter 14.  



“Return to the Lord your God.”  




Ask for forgiveness, 




acknowledge the sources you thought would sustain you cannot.  


But most importantly, 



return.  

This return has been requested throughout the book.  


God called them before 



and they turned further away in chapter 11, 


pride kept them from doing so in chapter 7, 


and preference for life without God in chapter 5.  


Chapter 6 had the call, 



but the results were shallow and short term.  




Kind of, 





“I am not going on dates with anyone else, 






I just text with them and call them.  





Why are you upset?”

But today we reach the point 


that we heard Hosea reach in Chapter 3.  

““Go, show your love to your wife again, 


though she is loved by another 


and is an adulteress. 

Love her 


as the Lord loves the Israelites.”  

God is not staying away forever.  


But in his love for us, 



he gave us the space to realize how we need him.  



How dependent our life is upon him.  


We have tried everything else 



and nothing worked.  

But following the exile, 


the people will be like the woman who approached Jesus 



after bleeding for decades and thinking, 




“If I only touch his cloak 




I will be healed.”  


She had tried all other things, 



but realized that Jesus' power and life were different 




from all the other things she had tried.  
Israel had the same clarity following the exile, 


for awhile.  



She knew that political alliances, 



or military power in war horses 



or hand made idols are worth nothing, 




compared to the love of God.  


The God who has compassion on those 



who have no one else to love them.
In verses 4 and 5, 


we need to hear the repeated phrase clearly.  

God is speaking 

and God says, 


“I will.” 



God is the one to heal our waywardness, 



God is the one that will love us freely, 



God made his anger turn from us.  



God will be the dew 




or life giving water.”  

There have been times when I knew something needed to change.  


I had spent months telling my accountability partners 



that I needed to exercise more.  

Reading between the lines, 


you can see that I had intentions of doing it myself 



and it never happened.  

Then the effects got to the point where I said, 


“God, 



this really needs to change.”  

The next morning 


I found myself suddenly wide awake at 6:30 am, 



the girls remained sound asleep, 




even after walking down creaking stairs, 



and I went to the basement for an hour 




and rode my stationary bike.  


This occurred for the whole week.  



Not setting an alarm, 




but waking up 




and having enough sleep to be fully rested for the day.  



God and his Spirit were sustaining me.  

It was a great week or two.  


Then I drifted away 



and stopped asking God to help.  

We need to be real with ourselves.  


We will not heal our waywardness on our own.  


We will not be able to be worthy of God's love, 



nor endure God's anger on our own.  

That is okay, 


because God will do that for us.  

He provides the dew each day in Israel, 


without which, 


nothing would grow.  

But Israel will blossom like the lily, 

have deep roots like a cedar, 


and the splendor of an olive tree



because of who God is 



and what God does.  

In verses 5-8, 


we should note that all of the promises have a common thread.  



That of agriculture.  

If you are an agricultural society, 


there is a good chance you have added meaning to many things.  

Going through the list, 


we will see what God intends to provide.  

Dew is a gentle watering.  


For most of the year, 



a good rain causes flooding in Israel, 




because the soil is not deep.  


So the daily dew 



is a way of watering the land without destroying it.  

Lily's of course mean beauty.  

Deep roots tell of endurance and hardiness.  

New growth means the nation will thrive and increase.  

The olive tree symbolizes wealth and well being.

Smells show pleasure is there.  


All of these images 



act as a counter weight 




to the death and destruction 




that have been painted over the last 8 chapters.  


On that day of return, 


instead of being a decaying corpse, 


Israel will be a source of life.

Verse 7 starts another round of promises of Israel moving out of itself


and loving the world around it, 



like it was always called to do. 

Shade implying the role of being a shelter for others.  

Grain and vine show that God's provision will be present 


with enough to share with others.  

My pastor ears hear the provision of the fruit of the vine 


and grain of the earth in the Lord's Supper.  

All of the agricultural elements tell the people 


that God will provide.  

Of special note, 


is the reference to three elements from Lebanon: 



the cedar itself, 



the fragrance of the cedar, 



and the wine of Lebanon.  


The first two are familiar, 



especially the second 




as I can say 





the fragrance of cedar 





and a wonderful smell comes to mind.  


But underlying these smells, 



images,



and drink that is supposed to be savored, 




is a reversal.  

Lebanon was where the Canaanite religion was imported from through Jezebel.  


The Israelites desired the fruitfulness that they had.  



So they adopted the way the Canaanites thought they received it.  




Worshipping Ba'al.  


But God tells them, 



he will provide these things, 



they were always available from God, 




we just never asked.  

So verse 8 gives us the assurance 


that idols need not be worshipped anymore.  

A dual yoked image


 of an evergreen tree 


and a bountiful fruit tree 



finish out the paragraph, 




reminding us to depend on the Lord.

Chapter 14 is God's valentine card to you today 


and everyday.  

It reads simply, 


“I will never stop loving you.”



He will provide what we need to live life fully.  




Even if it is exile for awhile.  



He will do so,




 because he loves you 




and will never stop, 





no matter how much we think it is up to us.  

The only issue is, 


will we trust that God is who Hosea has proclaimed him to be.  

Verse 9 is a prologue challenging our thinking.  


This is the way.  


If we are wise, 



we will realize this is how God works.  


This is the way the world truly makes sense.  



We need to dwell in this, 



let God do the work, 




and we will find all things are resolving themselves 



and leading us into the loving relationship we were created for all along.  

If we refuse to trust God's ways, 


we will stumble.  

The truth remains true today 


as it did then, 

because God's love never changes

and God's love never quits.

