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Grand Re-Opening
of Visitor Center
Please join us for the Grand Re-Opening of
the Jack O'Donnell Visitor Center on
Sunday, March 18th at 11:00 am.

Calendar of
Dates
to
Events
Remember
March 18, 2018

The Jack O'Donnell Visitor Center has been
relocated to the Wood's Cabin, where it
occupies the entire building in a prominent
location that can't be missed by park
visitors.

An old-fashioned mercantile is located
inside the Wood’s Cabin Visitor Center

With help from the E Clampus Vitus
Monterey Viejo Chapter, the wooden sign
made by the late Delbert Doty has been
installed, and the Visitor Center is ready to
officially welcome guests.
Many members of the O'Donnell family will
be on hand to re-dedicate the Visitor
Center in its new, expanded location, so be
sure to join us.

Clampers worked all day at the park and
then installed the sign at the Visitor Center

Back in the Saddle on San Benito Street
The Saddle Horse Parade, established in
1932, is back—mark your calendar for
Saturday, June 16th.
The Parade will step off at 11:00 am in

the following weekend at Bolado Park.
The Historical Society will have an entry in
the Parade, ideally our Chuck Wagon, but
we are in need of a pair of horses to do the

call Don Pidd at 831.902.9349.
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Thank You for Your Support

Downtown Hollister to kick-off the San
Benito County Saddle Horse Show & Rodeo

pulling. If you know of anyone who would
be willing to participate, please have them
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A rider in the Saddle Horse Parade passes
in front of the Airline Club along the 400
Block of San Benito Street circa 1940s

We a r e t h e K e e p e r s o f S t o r i e s
The primary mission of the San Benito

Anita Kane
President
Anita is a Landscape
Architect and enjoys
helping out at the
Historic Park.

County Historical Society is to preserve the
past. We are the keepers of the stories of
those who’ve gone before. Some stories
come to us intact—Thomas S. Hawkins
wrote a memoir— but others make us
work to uncover the tale of their lives.
Mary Sullivan is in the latter category.
Roya Singleton has spent hours digging
through archives trying to piece together
the story of Mary Sullivan’s life. This is of
interest to the Historical Society because

buried in Moores Flat, Nevada County, CA
suggesting that Patrick was really buried
there, not Hollister.
Michael Shea, a carpenter working for

Mary’s former home was the first structure

Colonel Hollister and Mary Sullivan’s

added to the Historical Village.

brother has also eluded documentation.
We know he built the Sullivan house, but

It takes quite a sleuth to ferret out the
story, as Roya’s research points out. Mary

where was he before coming here?

Sullivan’s date of birth is an example. The
1860 census of Eureka Township in Nevada

A 1967 book, “Bean’s Historical Directory of
Nevada County” lists a P. Sullivan and a

County, CA reports Mary to be 25 years of

J. Sullivan, both miners. The book also shows a

age. However, according to her obituary in
the Hollister Free Lance, she was born in 1828

Michael Shea living in Nevada Township but no
occupation given. It seems reasonable that this

and would have been 32 in the 1860 census.

is Mary’s brother, but there is no way to tell

Even the grave of Mary’s husband, Patrick
Sullivan, is a bit of a mystery. Although

for sure.
There is still work to be done to round out

Historical Society lore has Patrick buried in

the story of Mary Sullivan—finding pieces

the Calvary Cemetery, there is a Patrick
Sullivan who died on September 21, 1866

that will fit the puzzle and are supported by
reliable data.

V i si t or C en t er N eeds Vol un t e e rs
The Jack O’Donnell Visitor Center had a "soft" opening in
February, and the Society’s goal is to get enough volunteers
to keep it staffed through the Fall, with Don Pidd being on
hand to provide tours of other buildings.
Being open regular hours will be a great addition to the
Village, but we need volunteers! Would you be willing to
spend just four hours to welcome visitors and "shoot the
breeze" while they enjoy the exhibits? One Saturday, 10-2
Jack O’Donnell
1912-2010

2018 Board of
Directors

pm, is all we ask. It’s easy, it’s fun, and you’ll love it! Please
contact Anita at 831.801.8518 or email her at
anita@aklarch.net to chat.

Becky Thompson
Vice-President
Becky is a Sales Manager
with Clark Pest Control,
owns a small soap making
business, and is a Civil
War Reenactor.
Kerry Tobias
Treasurer
Kerry is a CPA with
Bianchi, Kasavan & Pope.
Sharlene Van Rooy
Secretary
Sharlene has been part of
the Historical Society
since 1995 and feels like
she has lived in Hollister
all of her life.
Don Pidd
Director
Historic Park Caretaker
Don is retired and lives
(works) at the Historic
Park—a “Jack of all
Trades”.
John Wrobel
Director
John is a also a member
of E. Clampus Vitus and
enjoys volunteering at the
Historic Park.
The Historical Society
Board consists of seven
Officers and Directors and
there is currently a need
for one more interested
member. Terms are three
years in length and Board
Meetings take place in the
evening on the third
Thursday of the month.
Individuals who are
passionate about the
history of our community
should consider
participating. Share your
knowledge and ideas to
help the Society move
forward. Call
831.635.0335.

P f a l z g r a f H i s t o r i c H o m e Pe n d i n g S a l e
Rosalee Jane Thompson

1924 and Mary Jane lived in the home until

Pfalzgraf was a member her death ten years later.
of the Historical Society,
Rosalee and Albert were good stewards of
and passed away in her
this historic home and now it is time for a
home at 472 South
new couple from San Jose to create their
Street on December 29,
own memories. We look forward to
2017 at the age of 91.
meeting our new neighbors.
She was born in Hollister in 1926,
graduated from Hollister High School, and

This plate was recently
donated to the
Historical Society—a

enjoyed a 33 year career managing the San
Benito County Assessor’s Office.

novelty calendar plate

She and her husband, Albert, enjoyed traveling

from 1910 issued by
Blessing & Rackliff, a

the world, but Rosalee also took pride in the
rose garden of her historic home, a Wolfe &
McKenzie Prairie Style design.

grocery & hardware
store located in
Hollister.

The home was originally built for Thomas
McCloskey and his wife Mary Jane in 1913.
Mrs. McCloskey had seen a similar home in
San Jose and wanted a home just like it built
in Hollister. The elderly couple lived the rest
of their days in this home—Thomas died in

History
Myster y

As advertised in the The
Thomas McCloskey sits in front of his home
with his granddaughters—Georgia Wapple
is on the left and her cousin Jane
McCloskey is on the right.

Retail Grocers Advocate
on January 1, 1909, “Mr.
Ernest Rackliff has
purchased a half interest
in the grocery store of
Frank Blessing. The new
firm will be known as
Blessing & Rackliff. The
new member has had
years of experience in
that line of business and
knows how to treat
customers.”
Obviously, the plate was
produced and given to
customers to celebrate
this new partnership,

M u r a l P ro j e c t P rov i d e s Yo u t h P u r p o s e
With a grant from the Community Foundation, REACH San Benito Parks Foundation
worked with at-risk juveniles from the San Benito County Probation Department to create this mural at the Historic Park. Students were mentored by Artist, Joel Esqueda, and
engaged in a positive activity. The mural depicts the rich cultural and diverse history of
San Benito County and a perfect place to have a picnic lunch.

but exactly where was
their business located?
If you have any ideas, we
would love to hear from
you.

CSUMB Students
Volunteer
Two students who are
attending CSUMB and
taking a Museum
Studies class are
currently fulfilling their
requirement for
practical experience
with the Historical
Society.

The Sewing Machine
Sometime in the early history of the

The Nielson’s machine was placed next to

Historical Society, a large collection of
artifacts were donated by the Nielsen

an older Frister & Rossman (a German
machine), and interestingly enough, the

family, including a sewing machine which is

wood ruler inlay at the front of the machine

currently in storage.

matched exactly. However, a place for the
usual F&R manufacturer’s medallion does

While taking a behind-the-scene tour of the
archives, Director John Wrobel noticed the

not exist on the Nielson’s machine.

Nielsen machine, a portable, hand-crank
design. John is an avid collector of sewing

Peter Nielsen and his wife Maria came to
America circa 1885 and lived in San Benito

machines—in fact, he is not sure how many

County with their daughter Dena. Peter

machines he owns!

claimed Denmark as his country of birth,
while Maria claimed Germany.

John’s interest in the Nielsen machine was
peaked when he noticed the very unusual

With this knowledge and all the other clues,
built-in pin cushion, something he had never it is very likely the Nielson’s sewing machine
seen before. He asked to borrow the
was made in Germany.
machine to show to other knowledgeable

Nicole Ison
is from San
Jose and is
in her senior
year. She
works on
Mondays,
cataloging at the
Wapple House
Museum. In addition
she is helping with
some research and of
course there is always
filing photographs.
Sarah Smith
of Hollister
is working
out at the
Historical
Park with
Don Pidd on a weekly
basis, surveying one of
the storage containers
in order to organize
artifacts that have
already been cataloged.
Both ladies are
required to complete
40 hours of work—a
wonderful addition to
the Historical Society
volunteer base.

sewing machine enthusiasts.
The group was not able to identify the
manufacturer because the brand name has
purposely been covered over with
decorative motifs, a common practice for
German sewing machines, especially after
WWI took place.

DOCENT NEEDED—The Historical Society is looking for a Docent who is interested in volunteering to open the Museum one
weekend a month. No experience is required; however, willingness to learn about local history is desired. Hours of operation
are usually in the morning from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm on Saturday and one other flexible four hours of Docent’s choice . If you
are interested, please call 831.635.0335.

San Benito County Historical Society
498 Fifth Street • Hollister, CA 95023
www.sbchistoricalsociety.org

The San Benito County Historical Society is a 501(c)3 non-profit, all-volunteer
organization (Tax ID #94-2861560). We are solely funded by annual membership dues,
contributions, bequests and memorials, grants, and fundraising events.
Please consider becoming a member of the SBCHS. As a member, you will enjoy
numerous benefits and discounts while exploring the County’s history. Your membership
will also help to support our mission to collect and preserve materials pertaining to the
history of San Benito County. Visit our website at www.sbchistoricalsociety.org.
SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP
A Sustaining donation is a convenient contribution option that provides stable financial
support to the San Benito County Historical Society all year long, and allows you the
opportunity to break up your annual contribution into manageable monthly payments.
Sustaining Donors give through a monthly credit or debit card payment which
automatically renews based on your directive. Enrolling as a Sustaining Donor makes
supporting your Historical Society easier than ever! Your Sustaining Membership
package includes the following benefits:
• All the benefits of a General membership
• Special invitations and discounted tickets to events
Please visit donorbox.org/sustaining-membership to view options and set up.
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
Your General Membership package includes the following benefits:
• Quarterly Presentations on interesting aspects of San Benito County history
• Access to research archives
• Discounts on SBCHS merchandise and other publications
• Subscription to the Historical Society newsletter
General Membership Levels:
Individual...$30

Family...$50 Organization...$250 Corporate...$200

San Benito Co. Historical Society Membership Application/Renewal 1/1/2018
To become a member or to renew your membership, please mail this completed application along with
a check made out to the SBCHS, to 498 Fifth Street, Hollister, CA 95023. Thanks!
Note that Sustaining Memberships are done online at donorbox.org/sustaining-membership.
No need to fill out this form if done online!

APPLICANT INFORMATION
Name:
Email:

□ Check here to "go paperless" & receive publications by email only.

Phone:

Mailing Address Street:
City:

State:

Sustaining Membership:

donorbox.org/sustaining-membership

ZIP Code:

General Membership □ Renewal □ New Member
(check one and see membership levels below)

□ Special Contribution
(See below)

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP (please indicate your choice of level)

□ Individual

$30

□ Family $50

□ Organization $250

□ Corporate $500

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION

□ I am enclosing a special tax deductible contribution (not including membership) for the General Fund.
AMOUNT _______________________________

□ I am enclosing a special tax deductible contribution for the Historical Society’s Endowment Fund.
AMOUNT _______________________________

Last, but not least, the final act pertinent to each and every one of us…consider a generous
gift to the SBCHS in your estate planning. “You can’t take it with you,” but you can leave a
lasting legacy that will greatly benefit this worthy organization’s mission.
VOLUNTEER SPECIAL INTEREST
I'm interested in volunteering for one of the following activities:

□ Serve as an Officer

□ Write Newsletter

□ Set-Up Exhibits

□ Research

□ Inventory & Catalog

□ Museum Docent

□ Fundraising

□ Membership

□ Programs

□ Gardening

□ Building Restoration

□ Equipment Restoration

□ Other (specify)

