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Michigan NORML Office Contacts:

Director of Minority Outreach:
Executive Secretary:
Treasurer:

Richard Clement
rclement@voyager.net
Carol Reed
Carol@mcnorml.org
Christeen Landino

clandino@wideopenwest.com
Matthew R. Abel, Esq.
( 2 48 ) 866-0864
attorneyabel@riseup.net
Lou Vierling
lou _vierling@hotmail.com
Doug Nowiski
nowdoug@gmail.com

Legal Counsel:

Membership Director:
Webmaster:

MI-NORML State Office:

P.O. Box 640, Eastpointe, MI 48021-0640

Are your dues up to date?
MI-NORML needs your continued financial support to progress toward
winning the war against marijuana users, and we are at a critical
turning point in the process.
If you haven’t yet renewed your membership, please do so, and also consider an
additional financial contribution. Help those who are helping you!!

Michigan NORML Executive Board:

Rev. Steven B. Thompson, Executive Director
George Sherfield, Assistant Executive Director and Board Member
Don Barnes, Board Member
Melody Karr, Board Member
Christeen Landino, Treasurer, and Board Member
Carol Reed, Executive Secretary, Board Member
Lou Vierling, Board Member and Membership Director
Matthew R. Abel, Esq. Executive Legal Counsel

Footnote: This issue of The Leaflet features a variety of Michigan-grown
herbs for your visual enjoyment! Thanks to all who so kindly contributed!
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Reducing The Risk Of Cancer – With Pot!
By Paul Armentano

F

or 35 years, the federal government has been well aware – yet
publicly denied – that cannabis possesses potent anti-cancer and antitumor properties. Even under the Obama administration, which promised to
“base [their] public policies on the soundest of science,” the myth that pot
promotes cancer persists. In fact, the White House’s website, whitehousedrugpolicy.gov, presently warns, “Marijuana has the potential to promote
cancer of the lungs and other parts of the respiratory tract.”
Or not.
In a clinical abstract published online on journal of Cancer Prevention
Research website in July, a team of U.S. investigators reported – with
absolutely no mainstream media fanfare – that lifetime marijuana use is
associated with a “significantly reduced risk” of head and neck squamous
cell carcinoma.
Investigators at Rhode Island’s Brown University, along with researchers at
Boston University, Louisiana State University, and the University of Minnesota
assessed the lifetime marijuana use habits of 434 cases (patients diagnosed
with head and neck squamous cell carcinoma from nine medical facilities)
compared to 547 matched controls.
Authors reported, “After adjusting for potential confounders (including
smoking and alcohol drinking), 10 to 20 years of marijuana use was
associated with a significantly reduced risk of head and neck squamous cell
carcinoma (HNDCC)." Perhaps even more notably, subjects who smoked
marijuana and consumed alcohol and tobacco (two known high risk factors
for head and neck cancers) also experienced a reduced risk of cancer, the
study found.
“Our study suggests that moderate marijuana use is associated with
reduced risk of HNSCC,” investigators concluded. “This association was
consistent across different measures of marijuana use (marijuana use
status, duration, and frequency of use).
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... Further, we observed that marijuana use modified the interaction between
alcohol and cigarette smoking, resulting in a decreased HNSCC risk among
moderate smokers and light drinkers, and attenuated risk among the heaviest
smokers and drinkers.”
Of course, this isn’t the first time that U.S. investigators have documented
an inverse association between pot use and cancer. A separate 2006
population case-control study, funded by the U.S. National Institutes of Health
and conducted by the University of California at Los Angeles, also reported
that lifetime use of cannabis was not positively associated with cancers of the
lung or aerodigestive tract, and further noted that certain moderate users of
the drug experienced a reduced cancer risk compared to non-using controls.
Predictably, the federal government’s goal when green-lighting the UCLA
study was to conclusively establish just the opposite result, as explained
recently by its lead researcher Dr. Donald Tashkin.
In an interview with the McClatchy newspaper chain in June, Tashkin
admitted that he expected his study would find that pot was associated with
“increased health effects.” Instead, he summarized, “What we found instead
was no association (between marijuana smoking and cancer) and even a
suggestion of some protective effect.”
Perhaps that explains why Tashkin’s study, the largest trial of its kind, is
inexplicably absent from the White House’s website.
Tashkin added, “[A]t this point, I'd be in favor of (marijuana) legalization.
I wouldn't encourage anybody to smoke any substances. But I don't think it
should be stigmatized as an illegal substance. Tobacco smoking causes far
more harm. And in terms of an intoxicant, alcohol causes far more harm (than
marijuana).”
As the co-author of the new book Marijuana Is Safer: So Why Are We
Driving People to Drink, I couldn’t agree more. When will the White House get
the message?
Perhaps when the President decides to put down his beer.
Paul Armentano is the Deputy Director of NORML (www.norml.org), and
is the co-author of “Marijuana Is Safer: So Why Are We Driving People to
Drink?”
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Benzie County
On July 3, at the Annual Family Dollar Parking Lot Sale in Benzonia Community organizations and a goat petting
farm were set up for the day. MI-NORML was set up beside the Benzie Blue Tiger Democrats, who conducted a food
drive for Benzie Area Christian Neighbors. I served up 122 hot dogs, chips, and sodas ( furnished by Family Dollar to
MI-NORML, to give to the public ) . Not only was the public exposure good for MI-NORML, many folks from all over
the state had questions answered, and also took info and brochures. On July 4, in Frankfort and Beulah, I took Mom's
‘ 7 1 Ford Torino in the parades with the Benzie County Democrats, advertised for MINORML, and handed out
brochures. Lots of applause and cheers were had, and absolutely NO negative comments were received!
July 5 thru 12, at the National Cherry Fest in Traverse City, this was the 3rd year that Chris and Tanya Winkleman,
owners of Homegrown Organic Eatery , have allowed me to set up for MI-NORML at their business on Grandview
Parkway, right across the street from the main music stage and beer tent. When in T.C., please support these fine
folks by eating at their restaurant and thanking them. Chris also supports MINORML and ending prohibition through
his band, Soulpatch, who play gigs around the state. Although numbers were down this year, I took in $563, passed
out a lot of free literature and brochures, and helped 10 new MM patients fill out their state papers. Two significant
highlights: I dispelled the rumor of MM patients having to turn in their MI driver's license to over 30 people, and I also
had a "role-playing" session on traffic stops with seven, age 16 to 24-year-olds, with me playing the “ bad cop. ” I
played my part so well that I had a girl in tears, but they understood the severity of the issue and went away better
educated on it. Special thanks go out to MI-NORML members Jody Frenchie and Traci George for allowing me to
once again park my camper in their back yard.
July 18, for our Benzie County NORML Adopt-A-Highway Pick-up, six of us met at 10am, and spent 2 hours picking
up our section of U.S.31 in the rain. What dedication from our members!! Kimberly from T.C. discovered bones in the
tall weeds, and freaking out, came and got me for closer investigation. What a relief to find out that they were from a
deer, and not a human. Could you just imagine the "pot-people" having to report the remains of a human body in their
section? We got a lot of car honks and “ thumbs-up ’ s ” while picking up! We came back to Mom's for a cook-out
and “ s haring of the herb ” after we were done. Interesting note: The title in our safety video furnished by MDOT - that
we are required to view - reads "Adpot-A-Highway" instead of "Adopt-A-Highway." Either they made this especially for
us, or it's just good karma, plain and simple!!
At the July 19, fundraiser for State Representative Dan Scripps at Lily Farm in Benzie County, Dan requested that
my wife, Diane, and I be there so that he could introduce us to Democrat State Chairman, Mark Brewer, and Roger
Dunnigen, who is running for Senator Michelle McManus' seat next year. Sporting my MI-NORML shirt, I got to spend
some quality time with both, who had been wanting to meet me since reading an article that I had published in "The

Grand Traverse Insider" earlier this year on legalization in Michigan. Roger, a mental health professional, supports
legalization, and promises to make it part of his platform. Mark also supports legalization and wants more info from
MIHEMP about the hemp plant and how the State Democrats can help in getting legislation introduced on it as well.
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Mark also promised that he is going to have a private talk with John Cherry on these subjects and get back with me,
so that we responsible, cannabis consumers will finally know whether we can support him in his campaign as our next
governor. The Dems hope to keep control of the House and Governor's seat plus gain control of the Senate next year
so that they can finally start thinking and planning “ outside-the-box”

( M ark's words ) , and they are looking to the

cannabis community for support because of what we did in ‘ 0 8.
Benzie County NORML will continue taking care of a 1.5 mile section of U.S. 31 for the Adopt-A-Highway program.
Benzie County NORML meets the third Wednesday of every month, from 7 to 9pm, at 1136 Michigan Ave. ( Corner of
U.S. 31 & Burr St ) , in Benzonia, for "pot"-luck dinner and a movie. As always, the public is invited. Main dish, drinks,
and table service will be provided by Benzie County NORML, and you may bring a dish to pass if you wish.
Do not let FEAR keep you away but instead, come and learn the TRUTH about Cannabis!

- Rev. Steven B. Thompson, Director, Benzie County NORML

Macomb County
Macomb County is doing their last highway clean up on Saturday, Sept. 19, 2009. Breakfast is at 10am at Moose
Traxx--east side of Gratiot at 12 1/2 Mile ( Common Road ) in Roseville 48066. Weather permitting we will clean from
noon until completion. Everyone is welcome.
Macomb County has a MMMA Compassionate Care Group meeting in St. Clair Shores. The leader's name is Judah
and he plans to attend the next MINORML meeting Nov. 7, at East Bay Lodge. Check out our website at
www.mcnorml.org for latest information.

- Carol Reed, Co-Chair, Macomb County NORML

Oakland County
It is with great sadness that I share the following. Please keep Greg and Mary Pat in your thoughts and prayers, and
keep sending positive, healing vibes their way. We all love you Greg & Mary Pat!! - Rev.Steven B.Thompson
“ I recently offered to help with whatever the board needed. I need to place that offer on hold for awhile. I am back in
the hospital and this may take awhile to rebound from it. My apologies to the Board. ” - Greg Piasecki

Note from Mary Pat:
Greg suffered another seizure, and is hospitalized at Beaumont in Royal Oak. We have learned that the tumor has
grown since his May 15th surgery. We have also learned that he may have shingles. He is currently in isolation. He
is very sensitive to light and sound. We are requesting that he does not have visitors at this time so he can concentrate
on getting better. I am sure that everyone will understand our request to minimize the "new germs" being introduced
to Greg at this time, since his immune system is so comprised.
Thank you. - Mary Pat
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Tuscola County
Tuscola County NORML members met for a 420 communications meeting last week and had several people
volunteer for the Adopt a Hwy program. We also discussed the possibility of carrying out a LLEP for our area,
everyone supports the idea. It was a very happy two hour meeting, and everyone left smiling.
We have received our Adopt-A-Hwy permit from the MDOT, and plan on cleaning our highway on September 12th.
We adopted a 2.5 mile section of highway just south of Unionville on M-24. I can’t wait to see the name “Tuscola
County NORML” on the signs.
I’m looking forward to seeing you all in Houghton Lake this November, at the next MI-NORML quarterly meeting.

- Bob Wood, Director, Tuscola County NORML

Van Buren County
Hello Everyone! I just wanted to let everyone know how much fun we had at 2009 Michigan Peace Fest! First of all
I'd like to congratulate Bim Willow on selling over 1500 tickets to his beautiful event!
We saw many people and helped spread the word across 5 or more states! We met people from Indiana, Illinois,
Ohio, Wisconsin, and New York. We also met our own Melody Karr (Board of Directors for MINORML and MMMA) and
had a nice talk. We also met others like Brian Morrissey from Genesee County NORML and a few members
from Berrien County NORML. We got to set up next to Jay, who had a booth set up about Rainbow Farms, Medical
Marijuana, and Industrial Hemp. We also met the lead guitar/singer from the band Jam Sandwich, who had some very
nice Purple Kush to mix with our Sour Diesel! And last but not least, we met Jimmy Valentine from the band Jimmy
Valentine & the Atomic Love Explosion, and he got us into another festival where we hope to represent MINORML:
HOODILIDOO, August 14-16, in Herod, IL.
Anyhow, while we were there, we were trying to raise money by selling hemp jewelry that my wife made, along with
stickers and buttons for Van Buren County NORML, MINORML memberships, and a raffle. All together we almost
made $270! Unfortunately, we had our vinyl banner stolen from our booth sometime between Sat. night and Sun.
morning. It was a $350 banner I got from a sign shop I knew quite well from Benton Harbor, and that was already at a
“buddy price.” So, we were like a little over $100 in the red after the weekend. Not to worry says the man behind Michigan Peace Fest, Bim Willow. "Whoever stole your banner will reap the karma."
All in all, it was a very good weekend still because we made a lot of noise about Legalizing Marijuana and Industrial
Hemp. We know we have at least one member coming from here because it was one of our raffle prizes! Can't wait
until next year! - Ben Pearce, President, Van Buren County NORML
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www.mmmcc.com
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Van Buren County NORML Director,
Ben Pearce, and local Chapter members
do their civic duty while proudly
representing the group

Ingham County NORML Director, Richard
Clement, and City of Lansing Mayor, Virg
Bernero, converse about marijuana law
reform at a political fundraising event

MI-NORML Secretary, Carol Reed, with husband,
George, and “Lovely Lady Mary Jane” bond at
the Gone Wired Café following an informational
meeting on the new Medical Marijuana law

Richard Clement, Steven B. Thompson and
E.M.U. NORML Director, Jason Windes,
send a clear message from the steps
cour
sy of Capitol
ou V e
of the State
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Ingham County NORML’s Richard Clement
and MI-NORML Attorney Matthew Abel
celebrate after the public hearing on the
new Medical Marijuana law in Lansing
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Paul Pearson hawking for hemp at the
recent “Re-energize Michigan” rally

Southwest MI NORML and MMMA Director,
Greg Francisco, addresses meeting attendees
about the new medical Marijuana law
provisions at Smoke and Ice, in Lansing

A highly-visible sign of true success
adorns the Detroit skyline
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Michigan Mobile Medical Marijuana Certifications (M4-C)
Currently serving most of South-Central Michigan including the Greater Lansing Area,
Grand Rapids, Battle Creek, Jackson, Howell, & Brighton

WELCOME!! M4-C is the home medical service committed to making your
journey to improved well-being as simple and hassle-free as possible.

OUR MISSION:
To provide confidential, compassionate, convenient care to all Michigan residents
who may qualify for our state’s medical cannabis program and receive benefit from
the medicinal use of marijuana.
If a patient has documentation of a condition that is listed in Michigan’s Medical Marijuana
Act, then our doctor will help you get an appropriate medical marijuana certification.

OUR SERVICES:
M4-C’s examination and certification process is in full compliance with all State guidelines.
We will:
• Obtain necessary medical records from your other physicians
• Provide a visit from a licensed physician or appropriate medical personnel
in the privacy of your own home or business
• Provide a signed Physician’s Certification Form, if you qualify*
*A Physician's certification form is required to obtain a permit to utilize medical marijuana legally, in Michigan.

WHY USE M4-C’s SERVICES?
While we encourage any qualified patient to utilize our convenient services, our
services are especially well-suited for those with:
• Mobility issues
• Limited time for doctor visits
• Discomfort asking their doctor to provide a recommendation for use of
medical marijuana
• A current doctor who will not issue a medical marijuana authorization
• A healthcare provider who is unable to legally provide the certification
due to the fact that he/she is not a licensed M.D. or D.O.*
• A desire for complete confidentiality
*Michigan law states that certification can only be provided by a licensed Medical Doctor (M.D.) or Osteopathic Physician
(D.O.). A Nurse Practitioner (NP), Physician’s Assistant (PA), Chiropractor, or other practitioner may not legally sign a
certification for the use of medical marijuana.

Mitchell A. Cohn, D.O.
(517) 376-3229
Dr.MACohn@M4-C.com

For a more detailed description of our services, please refer to the
FAQ’s (Frequently Asked Questions) document on our website

www.M4-C.com
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Clinic for Compassionate Care
Dr. Robert Kenewell, DO
1380 Coolidge Hwy., Suite 100
Troy, MI 48084
Ph: (888) 846‐0420 Fax: (248) 412‐5505
cccmichigan@gmail.com
Medical marijuana is safe and effective in the
treatment of a number of chronic debilitating
conditions, because of its unique biochemistry. Under Michigan law, physicians are
allowed to authorize patients to grow their own plants or to choose a person to grow
plants for them (a ‘caregiver’).

If you are interested in becoming a patient, the process to follow is:
1. GATHER your medical records regarding the condition you feel may qualify you.
2. FAX records with a cover sheet having your name and phone number to Dr. Kenewell,
at (248) 412-5505
3. Within 2 business days we will contact you for an appointment with Dr. Kenewell for a
physician’s certification.
4. Once approved, mail your completed application to the Marihuana Registration Program
and you’ll receive a patient ID card. (There is no cost if you are not approved.)

Potentially qualifying conditions include:
•Cancer • Glaucoma • HIV or AIDS • Hepatitis C • Crohn’s disease • Nail Patella
•Fibromyalgia •Wasting/cachexia • ALS (Lou Gehrig’s Disease) • Severe nausea
•Seizures or epilepsy • Severe and persistent spasms • Asthma with bronchial spasms
• Agitation of Alzheimer’s disease • Interstitial cystitis • Chronic and severe pain
Pertinent medical records for each of these conditions vary, but generally speaking, you
should request the latest 3 signed ‘chart notes’ (Doctors’ notes they write for themselves
or their colleagues) from your MD or DO who is treating you for the condition in question.
X-ray, CT scan, and MRI reports are often useful as well.

For additional information or to schedule an appointment,
call (888) 846‐0420, or Email: cccmichigan@gmail.com
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Ernest Mullen, MD
19431 Van Dyke Street
Detroit, MI 48234
(313) 893-2010





Now accepting patients for evaluation
on the medical use of cannabis.
Competitive rates.
Consultations maintained in strictest confidence.
Honoring our veterans with exclusive discounts.
Call Now For Your Appointment, at 313-893-2010
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Treasurer’s Report
Hi MINORML friends,
I hope this message finds all of you well (at least getting what you need and if really
lucky being able to afford what you want).
It was a pleasure meeting all of the members who made it up to Steve’s place for the
summer meeting. The meeting was a little long, but once we got back to Steve’s for the
dinner put on by Steve and family (paid for by MINORML) it was well worth the wait.
Unfortunately my husband and I had to drive up north that morning and drive back home
that night, but we had such a wonderful time while at meeting and at Steve’s it was well
worth the day of driving from Detroit. Hopefully many more of you can make it next
Summer; it is a fun-filled weekend.
The Board voted on sending Rev. Steve to the National NORML “Yes We Cannabis”
Convention in California September 24-26 per the call from National NORML for all
state chapter leaders to be present at this convention. Steve has already made up the
money in our treasury from the Medical Marijuana 2009 Expo for his trip to California.
We had a very good showing and added 54 new members to MINORML and also sold lots
of merchandise. Way to go to the MINORML members who were able to attend and help
out at the MINORML booth. Thank you all very much!!
I know I have said this before but it bears mentioning again. I have worked with many
companies, groups, etc., and have worked as treasurer or as a representative. I have seen
many payments made, for many things, and seen many checks bounced from all of the
groups/companies. I want to say that I find it so great that since I have been Treasurer for
MINORML (6 years now), we have never had a check bounce from one of our members,
whether a new member, renewal, or for purchase of merchandise. What a great statistic
for a group of people that are usually labeled as “potheads” – I guess we do get out and
work and keep our lives in order. If you listened to the government and opposing groups
you’d think the only thing we do is sit on the couch and bong away. Thanks for showing
how wrong they are and proving that yes, we are your neighbors, co-workers, friends, and
family, and we are valuable to the communities we live in.
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I hope everyone has had a great summer and hope to see many of you at our November
meeting. Remember, there are three positions open on the Board, so please think about
running for one of these positions. We are entering a new phase for marijuana and hemp
legalization and we hope that we can find some new, young, fresh people and ideas to
take MINORML forward into the future. Thanks for everything that each and every one of
you do.
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Christeen Landino, Treasurer
treasurer@minorml.org
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Member Forum

I

reside in Ann Arbor - the land of the $25 fine. I feel like a refugee from a great cultural evolution
that tried to happen right here in the late 1960’s. We had a new vision of a new age of love and
peace - a vision that was largely snuffed out by the government attack on cannabis and psychedelics,
which were a central part of the new age breakthrough that could have saved this planet. Since then I
taught kindergarten for 33 years, I was elected to township government 5 times, and now I work with
neurofeedback therapy and with Michigan NORML.
I organized the Ann Arbor city medical marijuana campaign, where more than 74% of the voters
said “yes.” I’m sure city council would vote to have the first Dutch style “coffee houses” here. That
should qualify us for Governor Granholm’s “Cool Cities” program.
Yet still in America one of our sisters or brothers is arrested every 38 seconds, 820,000 times a year.
We have to stop this war against cannabis now; we need to tax and regulate the legal sale of cannabis
now, during this big recession, when so many Americans can see that the system lies to them.
Cannabis has been critical to humans for food, fiber, medicine and religion since long before history
began.
It is Culture War and Racism, ladies and gentlemen; culture war and racism are the reasons for the
drug war and the prohibition of cannabis. We know that there is no legitimate or constitutional reason
that an American could be arrested for a plant. Americans have liberty and justice and god given
individual rights. Colonial Americans could be punished for NOT growing cannabis – but in the 20th
century our wonder weed was renamed marijuana and intentionally entangled with the culture war and
racism.
Culture war was in full swing by the time the Hebrews wrote the book of Genesis. Possibly you
remember how Adam and Eve could have anything in the Garden of Eden except the Forbidden Fruit.
Well, the fruit was great but the punishment was horrible.
God made it clear that Adam and Eve would surely die if they ate the forbidden fruit, but when Eve
and Adam gobbled it right up they didn’t die, but instead their “eyes were opened.” In modern times
the government lies to us that pot is bad, but then we find that it is so much fun. The real Original Sin
is to punish people for a spiritual interaction with plants. Eve was the only one with guts.
The drug war is the worldwide “American Inquisition.” It violates basic American values and it has to
be stopped! A real American does not destroy millions of people’s lives for Cultural War. An American
believes in freedom and in the dignity of every individual. An American believes in limited government
and individual rights. An American must be free to make of their life what they wish as long as they
don’t harm anybody else.
Americans who demand to control their own consciousness (that’s us folks), are the last minority in
the long journey toward freedom in America who can be hunted down for who we are; who have no
civil liberty or equal human rights. Because we love cannabis we somehow became the last group of
Americans who can be legitimately persecuted, discriminated against, and destroyed. But it’s wrong,
and we too shall overcome.
Drug war is culture war. It is the dark and brutal way that America implements modern racism and
class war. When I was young people used to get upset about the giant Soviet prison system or the
Chinese use of forced prison labor. Now America loves prison labor and leads the world in prisons.
We have won Medical Marijuana in Michigan. We will win the taxation and regulation of cannabis.
Michigan growers will show they can grow the best pot in the world, with no profit going to organized
crime or Mexican cartels. Growing industrial hemp will also help bring us jobs and prosperity.
Continued, page 18
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Mail to: MI-NORML, P.O. Box 640,
Eastpointe, MI 48021-0640
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Member Forum
Continued from page 16
I say praise be to holy ganja and all of her children. I sing praise to whatever god it was that brought
the sacred and mighty cannabis plant to this earth, to help us find the path back to a SUSTAINABLE
garden of Eden, where there will be many wonderful “forbidden fruits” to help guide us toward a higher
level of consciousness and civilization.
Fight back!
- Chuck Ream

Michigan Medical Marijuana Symposium Scheduled for Oct. 3 at Wayne Law
The student chapters of the National Lawyers Guild and American Civil Liberties Union have teamed
up with Police Officers for Drug Law Reform to host the Michigan Medical Marijuana Symposium from
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. on Oct. 3, 2009, at Wayne State University Law School.
The Symposium will bring together leading experts, including attorneys, doctors and civic leaders, to
help clarify Michigan’s new Medical Marijuana Act and educate patients and professionals. Robert M.
Ackerman, Dean, and Professor of Law at Wayne State University Law School will give the Opening
Remarks. Wayne Law distinguished Professor Robert Sedler will serve as the keynote speaker. His
presentation, “The Law and Medical Marijuana: An Overview,” will outline the prohibitions on the use
of marijuana dating back to the 1960s and 1970s, the relationship between these prohibitions and the
use of medical marijuana, the federal power needed to prohibit medical marijuana, and the position
of the Obama Administration on the issue. The Symposium will also feature three panel sessions,
including a Legal session, a Medical session and a Civic session.
The Legal Panel will feature confirmed panelists Wayne Law Professor Peter J. Hammer, Attorneys at
Law Matthew R. Abel, Dennis Hayes, and Gregory Carl Schmid. The Legal Panel will address:
·
·
·
·
·
·

what qualifies a patient;
how much marijuana can a patient possess;
what qualifies a caregiver, and how much marijuana can they legally possess;
where patients can legally grow their marijuana;
current case law, as well as what may develop in the future; and
national trends and developments.

The Medical Panel, featuring Dr. Robert Kenewell, DO, Dr. Frank Lucido, MD, and Melanie B. Brim,
Director, Bureau of Health Professions at the Michigan Department of Community Health, will explain:
·
·
·
·
·
·

how the Medical Marijuana recommendation process works;
what is required to get a Medical Marijuana recommendation;
what is a Medical Marijuana recommendation (why no prescription?);
who qualifies for a recommendation;
how other medical professionals can get involved; and
a California perspective, and what Michigan doctors can expect here.

The Civic Panel will feature confirmed panelists Andy LeCureaux, Hazel Park City Councilman,
Craig Covey, Chief Operating Officer of the Michigan AIDS Coalition and City of Ferndale Mayor, and
also, University of Detroit Mercy Adjunct Professor Michael Whitty. They will discuss:
·
·

how the Medical Marijuana law will have a positive economic impact on communities; and
the economic benefits that Michigan will realize as a result of the new law.

Patients, law enforcement, medical professionals and community members are encouraged to attend.
Seating is limited and pre-registration is advised. To register, visit http://mimjinfo.org/
Registration.html. For more information, please contact Daniel Solano at Daniel@mimjinfo.org.
“Michigan's new Medical Marijuana Act radically changes the rules regarding marijuana possession,
growth and distribution,” said Daniel Solano, Director of Police Officers for Drug Law Reform. “The
Michigan Medical Marijuana Symposium will help ensure that professionals from law enforcement and
the medical field get up to speed on this new law.”
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From the desk of the Executive Secretary...
Here it is mid-2009 and medical marijuana is now legal in Michigan! It took only a few years to
achieve what I never thought I‟d see in my lifetime. I‟m so proud of this group because of what we‟ve
accomplished as a team! Let‟s keep the momentum going until it is legal for every adult to pursue happiness by enjoying their cannabis.
It is said that the best job you can have is one that pays you for doing what you love to do. What
about a job that actually costs you money, but you still love the work? Would you give of yourself: your
time and money to support something you believe in? I‟ve found that I love this “job.” I‟m
honored to have been on this Board since Michigan NORML began in January „03, with “Bonner” as
our President, and of having worked with every Executive Director we‟ve had since the beginning.
Christeen Landino has done a fine job of performing her duties, since taking on the jobs of
Executive Secretary and Treasurer, from January 2007 until early 2009. This was a tremendous
contribution, and I thank her for her hard work, dedication, determination and stamina in handling
all of those duties. At our 2009 first-quarter meeting, Chris advised us that she would keep the
Treasurer‟s position but would have to give up the Secretary position. I recorded the second-quarter
meeting, and by the third quarter meeting, ended up being your Secretary again.
Why do I work for this cause? The day I went to Dr. Randy Ayres for an examination, Dr. Ayres
was walking a young woman to the door. Besides noticing her striking beauty and attire, I also
recognized that she could barely walk. Dr. Ayres turned to the woman, saying, “See that lady right
there? She helped you get your medicine today.” The sincere young woman then thanked me. It‟s a
wonderful feeling to hear patients express thanks, knowing they mean it from the bottom of their
hearts. This is a true reward for the hard work done.
MI-NORML exists as an entity to keep the pressure on where needed, and bring about decriminalizing
cannabis for all responsible users. I think we have a good chance at success if we all continue working
together to achieve our goals. I‟m pleased to see so many young people stepping up to be caretakers
and providers for patients. Likewise, I hope we also have people step up to apply for the three Board
apprenticeship positions for Secretary, Treasurer and Membership Director. We have prepared the job
descriptions and the information will soon be posted on our website. The election will be finalized on
November 7th, at our fourth-quarter meeting. This is your time to come forward, to learn and to share
your knowledge and skills with the group. Also, be sure you are up to date on your membership dues so
you have a vote.
Thank you to Melody Carr for all her work on the MINORML Board since 2003. Melody has helped
”
go
many people and will continue to do so, now working with MMMA. Thanks also to the rest of the
an
m
So
Board for staying committed throughout the storms and rough waters. —Carol Reed
go
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Chapters and Contacts
Antrim County NORML:

Fred Glinski - (231) 264-5837
Glinskifrg@gmail.com

Benzie County NORML:

Rev. Steven B. Thompson - (231) 882-4496
benziecountynorml@yahoo.com

Berrien County NORML:

Don Barnes - (269) 684-6437
Barrienconorml@hotmail.com

Central Michigan NORML:

Jericho Simon - (231) 622-1423 (after 7pm)
CMNORML@gmail.com

Central Michigan University NORML:

Stacey Pasquerelli - (989) 400 9321
Pasqu1sl@cmich.edu

Eastern Michigan University NORML:

Jason Windes - (269) 818-0404
(734) 635-5396 cell

Genesee County NORML:

Brian Morrissey - (810) 814-6130
baren1@aol.com

Grand Traverse County NORML:

Bob Heflin - (231) 938-5854
bear57@charter.net

Hillsdale County NORML:

Trena Moss - (517) 869-2694
onegirl@frontiernet.net

Hope College NORML:

Chelsea Tarnas - (248) 420-2007
CJTarnas@hotmail.com

Ingham County NORML:

Richard Clement - (517) 908-2454
rclement@voyager.net

Ionia County NORML:

Elizabeth Brandt - (616) 477-3101
sprkleyez420@yahoo.com

Kalkaska County NORML:

Archie Kiel - (231) 676-0123
archiebehappy@gmail.com

Kent County NORML:

Carlos Martinez - (720) 335-9562
donkeypunch91101@yahoo.com

Macomb County NORML:

Charles David Frakes - mcnorml@norml.net, OR
Carol Reed - Carol@mcnorml.org

Oakland County NORML:

Greg Piasecki - (248) 391-4378 home
(248) 420-1252 cell
gregpiasecki@comcast.net

Southwest Michigan NORML:

Greg Francisco - (269) 628-4340
jjfarm@btc-bci.com

Tuscola County NORML:

Bob Wood - (989) 325-0674
woodb55@yahoo.com

University of Michigan NORML:

Andrew Kent - endcannabisprohibition@umich.edu

Upper Pennisula NORML:

Jerry Glasscock - (906) 450-5565
upnorml@yahoo.com

Van Buren County NORML:

Ben Pearce - (269) 767-5517
vbnorml@yahoo.com

Wayne County NORML:

Adam Brook - (734) 216-6980
adamlbrook@hotmail.com

Washtenaw County NORML:

Chuck Ream - (734) 761-5869
moksha@umich.edu

Wexford County NORML:

Melody Karr - (231) 885-2993
fiddlefoot420@hotmail.com

